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New Cabinet includes three 
more MPs, nine new faces

Amir receives PM, approves new Cabinet formation

HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah  
 Prime Minister

Sheikh Hamad Al-Sabah 
Dep PM, Defense

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah 
Dep PM, Interior 

Mohammad Al-Fares  
Deputy PM, Oil, Electricity 

Essa Al-Kandari  
Awqaf 

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah  
Foreign, Cabinet Affairs

Rana Al-Fares 
Municipality, Telecom 

Ali Al-Mudhaf 
Education

Jamal Al-Jalawi 
Justice, Integrity 

Hamad Rouh El-Din  
Information 

Khaled Al-Saeed  
Health

Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid 
Finance, Investment

Fahad Al-Shuraian 
Commerce

Mubarak Al-Arou  
Social Affairs, Housing 

Mohammad Al-Rajhi  
Assembly Affairs

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday announced his new 
Cabinet which includes three opposition MPs who had 
publicly said they were ready to vote against the 
prime minister. The move is likely to strengthen the 
position of the prime minister against a highly frag-
mented opposition and is expected to make it difficult 
to vote the premier out of office during grillings. 

The three MPs who became ministers are Hamad 
Rouh El-Din, minister of information, Mohammad Al-
Rajhi, minister of state for National Assembly affairs, 
and Mubarak Al-Arou, minister of social affairs and 
minister of state for housing affairs. With the three 
ministers, the Cabinet now includes four MPs, with the 
fourth being Essa Al-Kandari, who retained his post as 
minister of awqaf and Islamic affairs. This is the largest 
number of lawmakers in a Cabinet for many years. 

The new Cabinet line-up includes nine new faces, 
with new ministers of interior, information, health, pub-
lic works, justice, finance, social affairs, commerce and 
National Assembly affairs.  

Continued on Page 2 

A handout picture released yesterday shows a 3D 
reconstruction of the head of Amenhotep I created 
using CT scans. — AFP 

BERLIN: The WHO warned yesterday that the 
Omicron coronavirus variant could lead to over-
whelmed healthcare systems even though early 
studies suggest it leads to milder disease, as 
China and Germany brought back tough restric-
tions to stamp out new infection surges. China 
put hundreds of thousands more people under 
lockdown, while infections hit new highs in mul-
tiple US states and European countries. 

COVID-19 surges have wreaked havoc around 
the world, with many nations trying to strike a bal-
ance between economically punishing restrictions 
and controlling the spread of the virus. The United 
States has halved the isolation period for asymp-
tomatic cases to try and blunt the disruption, while 
France has ordered firms to have employees work 
from home at least three days a week. 

Contact restrictions were in place in 
Germany for the second year in a row heading 
into the New Year, as Europe’s biggest economy  

Continued on Page 2 

WHO warns of 
overload as new 
curbs imposed

CAIRO: Egypt has “digitally unwrapped” the mummy 
of famed Pharaoh Amenhotep I, revealing its secrets 
for the first time since it was discovered in 1881 with-
out disturbing his funerary mask. Thanks to the 
advanced digital 3D imagery, researchers unearthed 
new mummification techniques used for the pharaoh 
whose rule dates back more than 1,500 BC. 

The research was led by Sahar Saleem, a profes-

sor of radiology at Cairo University, and the 
renowned Egyptologist Zahi Hawass, a former antiq-
uities minister, the tourism and antiquities ministry 
said in a statement yesterday. “Saleem and Hawass 
used advanced X-ray technology, CT (computed 
tomography) scanning, as well as advanced comput-
er software programs to digitally unwrap the mum-
my of Amenhotep I in a safe non-invasive method 
without the need to touch the mummy,” it said. 

“The Egyptian study revealed for the first time 
the face of King Amenhotep I, his age, health condi-
tion, in addition to many secrets about the mummy’s 
unique mummification and reburial.” Analysis 
showed Amenhotep I was the first pharaoh to be 
mummified with arms crossed and the last not to 

Continued on Page 2 

Egypt ‘digitally 
unwraps’ mummy 
of famed pharaoh

BEIRUT: A Zionist air strike hit Syria’s Latakia port 
before dawn yesterday, sparking a fire that lit up the 
Mediterranean seafront in the second such attack 
on the key cargo hub this month, Syrian state media 
reported. Since the outbreak of Syria’s civil war in 

2011, the Zionist entity has routinely carried out air 
strikes on its strife-torn neighbor, mostly targeting 
Syrian government troops as well as allied Iran-
backed forces and Hezbollah fighters. 

But it is only the second time it has hit the port of 
Latakia, in the heartland of President Bashar Al-
Assad’s minority Alawite community. “At around 
3:21 am, the (Zionist) enemy carried out an aerial 
aggression with several missiles from the direction 
of the Mediterranean... targeting the container yard 
in Latakia port,” Syrian state news agency SANA 
cited a military source as saying. The strike caused 
“significant material damage”, it added. Asked 

about the strike, a Zionist army spokesman said: 
“We don’t comment on reports in foreign media”. 

Pictures released by SANA showed firefighters 
training hoses on stacks of blazing containers that 
lit up the night sky. The news agency said the con-
tainers were carrying “engine oil and spare parts for 
cars and other vehicles”. But Britain-based war 
monitor, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, 
said the cargo was “arms and munitions,” which had 
detonated in “powerful explosions that were felt 
across the city of Latakia and its suburbs”. It said it 
was unclear whether the arms were from Iran or 
some other supplier. — AFP 

Zionist strike 
sets ablaze 
Syrian port

Ali Al-Mousa  
Public Works, Youth 



KUWAIT: The following is a report on notable 
persons who passed away in Kuwait in 2021: 

Jan 10: Writer, researcher and historian Khaled 
Al-Ansari passed away at the age of 81. He was one 
of the pioneers of Kuwait’s literature and history. 

Jan 24: Former Arabi SC and Kuwait national 
football team member Mohammad Al-Khatib passes 
away at 77. 

Feb 11: Former chairman of Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and founding member of 
Kuwait Red Crescent Society Saad Al-Nahedh 
passes away at 96. 

Feb 20: Former MP Basel Al-Rashed passes 
away at 54. 

Feb 25: Actor Meshari Al-Ballam passes away at 48. 
Feb 26: Renowned car racer Salah Al-Eidan 

passes away at 51. 
March 12: Interior ministry assistant undersec-

retary for services’ affairs Khaled Al-Deyain passes 

away due to COVID-19. 
April 13: Former Kazma Club and Kuwaiti national 

team player Jamal Yaqoub passed away at the age of 62. 
April 26: Writer and poet Abdulrazaq Al-Adsani 

passed away at the age of 85. 
May 21: Salmiya Fire Station Officer Major 

Abdulaziz Saud Al-Dawas died after evacuating a 
burning house. 

June 10: Sheikh Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah passed away at the age of 79. 

June 12: Kuwaiti cartoonist Abdulsalam Maqboul 
passed away at the age of 68. 

July 1: Muneera Khaled Al-Mutawwa, a leading 
philanthropist, passed away. 

July 5: Poet Ali Hussain Al-Sabti passed away. 
July 22: Jawad Ashor, former Al-Arabi SC and 

Kuwait national team football player and referee, 
passed away. 

July 31: Actress Intisar Al-Sharrah passed away 
at the age of 59. 

Aug 2: Former Information Ministry 
Undersecretary Mubarak Al-Adwani passed away. 

Aug 4: Kuwaiti female teacher Latifa Al-Barrak 
passed away. 

Aug 23: Sheikha Badriya Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah 
passed away. 

Aug 25: Sheikh Ali Fahad Al-Salem Al-Sabah 
passed away at the age of 73. 

Sept 5: Professor and diplomat Dr Shafiq Al-

Ghabra passed away at 68. 
Sept 18: Former Oil Minister Abdulmuttaleb Al-

Kadhemi passed away at 85. 
Sept 22: Composer Mohammad Al-Ruwaished 

passed away at 65. 
Oct 8: Faisal Al-Hajji Bu Khadhoor, an advisor at 

the Prime Minister’s Diwan, former ambassador and 
minister, passed away at 74. 

Oct 14: Historian and writer Saif Marzouq Al-
Shamlan, who contributed to documenting Kuwait’s 
history, passed away at 94. 

Oct 14: Cinema director Khaled Al-Siddeeq 
passed away at 74. 

Nov 10: Mohammad Al-Asousi, former NCCAL 
Assistant Secretary General, passed away. 

Nov 17: Marzouq Saeed, former Al-Arabi SC 
and national football team player, passed away. 

Nov 29: Abdulaziz Al-Dousari, founder of 
Kuwait Credit Bank, passed away. 

Dec 11: Contemporary Kuwaiti poet Sheikh Duaij 
Khalifa Al-Sabah passed away at the age of 50. 

Dec 20: Former Kuwaiti national team mem-
ber and footballer for Jahra SC Saad Waleed 
passed away. —  KUNA 

KUWAIT: The following is a report on major 
events highlighting Kuwait’s humanitarian works 
throughout 2021: 

Jan 10: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) 
donates two fully equipped ambulances to the 
Palestinian Red Crescent. 

Jan 28: KRCS sends a plane to Lebanon loaded 
with blankets, medicines, medical equipment and 
sanitary supplies. 

April 4: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) 
loaded three trucks with 60 tons of food supplies 
for Yemen on the advent of the holy month of 
Ramadan. 

April 9: KRCS sent three trucks carrying food 
aid to Syrian refugees in Jordan on the advent of 
the holy month of Ramadan. 

April 11: Kuwait Society for Relief and Yemen’s 
education ministry signed an agreement to recon-
struct and provide furniture to four schools in 
southern Yemen as part of the ‘Kuwait by Your 
Side’ campaign. 

April 17: KRCS launched Ramadan program, 
“Iftar Al-Sa’em,” distributed meals to some 15,000 
Syrian refugees in Jordan. 

April 19: KRCS distributed 1,287 food baskets to 
internally displaced Yemeni families. 

April 21: KRCS implemented a number of 
humanitarian, medical, health and educational proj-
ects in Yemen. 

April 23: KRCS delivered iftar meals and Eid 
clothing for people in need in Comoros. 

April 25: KRCS distributed 5,000 food baskets 
during Ramadan to Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. 

May 3: KRCS sent relief and medical supplies 
to India to help hospital  cope with soaring 
COVID-19 cases. 

May 8:  KRCS donated a fu l ly  equipped 
ambulance with sanitizers, preventive and pre-

cautionary materials to Palestine Red Crescent 
Society (PRCS). 

May 23: KRCS announced that the first relief 
plane has taken off from Abdullah Al-Mubarak Air 
Base, carrying medical aid to Cairo Airport in 
Egypt, to be delivered to the Palestinian people in 
Gaza Strip. 

May 23: KRCS distributed 200 tons of agricul-
tural products to needy Lebanese families and 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 

May 24: KRCS allocated $500,000 to secure 
anti-coronavirus vaccines for Lebanese people, 
Syrian and Palestinian refugees. 

May 26: Kuwait Society for Relief (KSR) signed 
a $1.5 million deal with Yemen’s agency for devel-
oping small facilities for an agricultural project. 

June 15: KRCS sent medical supplies to Sri 
Lanka to overcome COVID-19. 

June 18: KRCS launched a COVID-19 vaccina-
tion campaign for Syrian refugees in Lebanon. 

June 24: Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Jassem 
Al-Najem announced the arrival of largest oxy-
gen shipment to India as part to confront the 
delta variant. 

June 29: KRCS and Qatar Red Crescent Society 
(QRCS) inked a cooperation deal to carry out a 
project on improving living conditions and provid-
ing healthcare to the Myanmar refugee camps in 
Bangladesh. 

Aug 4: KRCS sent eight tons of baby formula to 
Lebanon. 

Aug 6: KRCS handed over 10 ambulances 

and four  b lood transport  vehic les  to  the 
Lebanese red cross. 

Aug 10: Kuwait society of relief opened a 
school in southern governorate of Abyan. 

Aug 14: KRCS sent eight tons of medicine and 
medical equipment to Lebanon. 

Nov 8: KRCS distributed 4,870 school bags in 
seven governorates in Yemen. 

Nov 24: KRCS distributed 521 food baskets 
and operate two mobile clinics at Shabwa and 
Marib, Yemen. 

Dec 8: A Kuwaiti charity opened two high 
schools in southern Yemen. 

Dec 19: Kuwait’s national human rights diwan 
and the UN office in Kuwait signed cooperation 
and coordination agreements. — KUNA
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Kuwait extended helping 
hand to the needy in 2021

KUWAIT: A Kuwait Air Force plane carrying aid relief from the Kuwait Red Crescent Society to 
Lebanon. — KUNA photos

Trucks sent by KRCS carrying food aid to Syrian 
refugees in Jordan.

Kuwait’s notable 
deaths in 2021

Abdulaziz Al-Dousari, founder of Kuwait Credit Bank.

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait 
(NBK) recently hosted students from 
the College of Architecture of Kuwait 
University in a tour visit to its new 
headquarters. The visit comes as part 
of the Kuwait Architectural Students 
Association “KASA Walks”, which 
aims to introduce Kuwait, to students, 
through a new perception. The visitors 
from KASA had a tour in the building 
to learn more about the features of 
th is  state-of-art , environmental ly 
friendly project. 

The Engineering Department and 
Public Relations at NBK accompanied 
Dr. Saud Al Khaled, Assistant Professor 
at Kuwait University and the 

Architecture students on their tour of 
the bank’s headquarters. The NBK engi-
neers gave the students a brief presen-
tation about the concept of the environ-
mentally friendly building and its stages 
of production. The project proposes a 
prominent addition to the skyline of 
Kuwait City for its iconic design and 
magnitude. 

NBK’s new headquarters is not just a 
abuilding standing a colossal 300 
meters tall, with an innovative design 
that makes it one of the key landmarks 
in the financial district in the heart of 
Kuwait City, but the real achievement is 
combining this innovation with creating 
a model for sustainable green buildings. 

KASA is a non-profitable student-
run association in Kuwait University’s 
College of Architecture. The association 
was established in the year 2000, by 
students that are now prominent archi-

tects and faculty members.  KASA aims 
to help students both academically and 
socially. One of the main events that 
KASA curates is its annual exhibition, 
where the works of students are show-

cased to the public, raising local aware-
ness on the significance of architecture, 
as well as providing a creative space for 
the students’ projects to gain the expo-
sure they deserve. 

NBK hosts architecture students 
from Kuwait University

Continued from Page 1 
 
Among the leading ministers who 

were not retained is former interior 
minister Sheikh Thamer Al-Ali Al-
Sabah, who was replaced by Sheikh 
Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah, a former 
defense minister, who is also a member 
of the ruling family. 

Abdullah Al-Roumi, a veteran law-
maker, was replaced by Jamal Al-Jalawi 
as justice minister, while health minister 
Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah, who played 
a pivotal role in the fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic, was replaced by 
Khaled Al-Saeed, a senior health min-
istry official who is directly involved in 
efforts against the coronavirus. 

Finance minister Khalifa Hamada 
was replaced by Abdulwahab Al-
Rushaid, head of Kuwait Economic 
Society, while Rouh El-Din replaced 
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi as information 
minister. Ali Al-Mousa was appointed 
as public works minister, replacing 
Rana Al-Fares, while Fahad Al-Shuraian 
was appointed as commerce minister, 

replacing Abdullah Al-Salman. 
The ministers of defense, foreign 

affairs, oil and higher education were 
also retained, in addition to Rana Al-
Fares who was moved from public 
works to municipal affairs. Mohammad 
Al-Fares was retained as oil minister 
and was also appointed as minister of 
electricity and water, while Ali Al-
Mudhaf was retained as minister of 
education. 

Based on the presence of four MPs 
in the Cabinet, the number of elected 
MPs who can vote on no-confidence 
motions against ministers has come 
down to 46. According to the constitu-
tion, for the no-confidence motion to 
pass, it needs a simple majority of 
elected MPs who are not ministers, 
which is 24 now. 

Earlier yesterday, HH the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Dar Yamamah HH the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah, who 
handed him the proposed names in the 
new Cabinet. HH the Amir approved the 
formation and wished HH the Prime 
Minister the best in serving the people 
and residents of Kuwait. He hoped that 
the executive and legislative powers 
would cooperate for the sake of 
Kuwait’s development and welfare.

New Cabinet 
includes three...
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shuttered nightclubs and forced 

sports competitions behind closed 
doors. Despite facing a much smaller 
outbreak compared with global virus 
hotspots, China has not relaxed its “zero 
COVID” strategy, imposing stay-at-
home orders in many parts of the city of 
Yan’an. 

The hundreds of thousands of affect-
ed residents there joined the 13 million 
people in the city of Xi’an, who entered 
a sixth day of home confinement as 
China battled its highest daily case 
numbers in 21 months. “I’m about to be 
starved to death,” wrote one Xi’an resi-
dent on the Twitter-like Weibo platform. 
“There’s no food, my housing compound 
won’t let me out, and I’m about to run 
out of instant noodles... please help!” 

Many Xi’an residents have similarly 
complained on social media about the 
restrictions, which include a ban on 
driving and only one member of a 
household permitted to go outside for 
groceries every three days. This lock-

down is the most sweeping in China 
since the similarly-sized city Wuhan was 
cut off from the world in the early days 
of the pandemic. 

The surges in many countries have 
been propelled by the highly transmis-
sible Omicron variant. The WHO 
warned against complacency even 
though preliminary findings suggest 
that Omicron could lead to milder dis-
ease. “A rapid growth of Omicron... 
even if combined with a slightly milder 
disease, will still result in large numbers 
of hospitalizations, particularly amongst 
unvaccinated groups, and cause wide-
spread disruption to health systems and 
other critical services,” warned WHO 
Europe’s Covid Incident Manager 
Catherine Smallwood. 

To hold back the tide, European 
nations brought back curbs with painful 
economic and social consequences. 
Facing record-high infections, France 
stopped short of issuing a stay-at-
home order but called on employers to 
make staff work from home three days a 
week where possible. Sweden and 
Finland required negative tests for 
incoming non-resident travelers from 
yesterday, a day after Denmark - which 
currently has the world’s highest rate of 
infection per capita - applied the same 
measure. — AFP 

WHO warns of 
overload as...
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 have had his brain removed from the skull. The 

tomography scan revealed the pharaoh, who con-
ducted several military campaigns during his 21-
year rule, had died at the age of 35, apparently of 
injury or illness. 

The mummy discovered in Luxor, southern 
Egypt, is the only one not to have had its tight 
bands unrolled by archaeologists, in order to pre-
serve the mask and garlands of flowers that sur-
round it like hair. The same method of “technical 
unwrapping”, as described by Saleem, revealed in 
2012 the “harem conspiracy” in which Ramses III 
had his throat slit, a conspiracy hatched by a wife 
seeking to have her son on the throne rather than 
the first-born of a rival. — AFP 

Egypt ‘digitally 
unwraps’ mummy...



Kuwait forms
39th Cabinet
in 60 years
KUWAIT: Kuwait witnessed formation of 39
Cabinets over 60 years, the last of which was the one
formed on March second, 2021; headed by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and included 15 ministers. The
38th Cabinet line-up was put together after His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah tasked Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled to run it,
but it was dissolved on November 18th. The new
government announcement came after an Amiri
order assigning Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled as Prime
Minister on November 23rd. The following is a
chronology of the numerous Cabinets throughout
Kuwait’s history:

Cabinets during the era of the Amir Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah:

The first government, called the transitional
Cabinet and chaired by the late Amir Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, was formed on January
17, 1962. It consisted of 14 ministers, had a specific
mandate for drafting a constitution, thus its tenure
ended when this was accomplished on January 27,
1963. The second government, formed on January
28th, 1963, was chaired by Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem
Al-Sabah and consisted of 15 ministers. It continued
until December fifth, 1964.

The third one, set up on December sixth, 1964,
was chaired by Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem, consisting of
14 ministers, four of them were MPs. This govern-
ment survived for 28 days only because it failed to
win confidence of the National Assembly due to con-
stitutional measures regarding selection of some
ministers. Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem chaired the fourth
government that was formed on January 3, 1965 and
included 13 ministers.

Cabinets during the era of the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah:

The fifth government, formed on December fourth,
1965, was chaired by Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. This Cabinet grouped 13 ministers
including three MPs. It resigned in the end of the
legislative term, February third, 1967. The sixth
Cabinet, formed on February fourth, 1967, was also
chaired by Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. It consisted of 14 ministers including three
MPs, served for four years until February 1971, at end
of the parliamentary legislative term.

The seventh government, which also served a full
four-year term, was formed on February second,
1971. Chaired by Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, this Cabinet included 13 ministers. Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad formed the following Cabinet, the
eighth, on February ninth, 1975. The 15-member
Cabinet. It ended its term a month after dissolution of
the parliament in August 1976.

The ninth government, formed while the parlia-
ment was dissolved on September 6, 1976, was
chaired by Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and consisted of 18 ministers. Its mandate
ended in December 1978 after the passing away of
then Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, then Crown
Prince and Prime Minister, was named as Amir.

Cabinets during the era of Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah:

The tenth government was formed on February 16,
1978. Then Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah
Al-Salem Al-Sabah chaired the Cabinet. It consisted
of 18 ministers and served until March third, 1981
when new elections were announced.

The 11th government, formed on March fourth,
1981, was chaired by Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah, consisting of 15 ministers including one MP. It
served a full four-year term up until March second,
1982, ahead of parliamentary elections. The 12th gov-
ernment was formed on March third, 1985 and was
chaired by Sheikh Saad. The Cabinet served for 16
months only due to deterioration of relations
between executive and legislative authorities that led

to parliament’s dissolution in 1986, triggering the
government’s resignation on July 11 of this year.

The 13th government was formed on the follow-
ing day and consisted of 21 ministers. Sheikh Saad
formed the 14th government with 22 ministers on
June 20th, 1990. This government continued in
office despite the August 2, 1990 Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait, and was functioning from the Saudi City of
Taef until the liberation in February 1991. The 15th
government, the first after liberation, was dubbed
the “government of reconstruction.” It was formed
on April 20 of 1991 and consisted of 20 ministers. It
lasted until October 16, 1992, when new parliamen-
tary elections were held.

The 16th government, formed on October 17th,
1992, was chaired by Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah and consisted of 15 ministers includ-
ing six MPs. The 17th government was formed on
October 15th, 1992. Chaired by Sheikh Saad Al-
Abdullah, the government consisted of 14 ministers
including four MPs. The government resigned on
March 21, 1998 after a no-confidence motion was
tabled against then information minister Sheikh Saud
Nasser Al-Sabah.

The following government, the 18th, was formed
by Sheikh Saad on March 22nd, 1998. It served for 15
months and resigned on July 12th, 1999, in the wake
of an Amiri Decree to dissolve the parliament. The
19th Cabinet, formed on July 13 of 1999, was chaired
by Sheikh Saad Al-Abdullah. The government
resigned on January 2001 after relations with the
parliament deteriorated when former MP Hussein Al-
Qallaf requested interpellation of Minister of Justice
and Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr Saad
Al-Hashel. However, the Cabinet was formed by His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
because Sheikh Saad had to leave the country for
treatment. Sheikh Sabah selected 15 ministers includ-
ing three MPs.

The 21st government was formed on July 14th,
2003, by His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
because the post of Crown Prince was separated
from the post of Prime Minister for the first time. This
government served until February eighth, 2006, in
the wake of passing away of Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

Cabinets during the era of Sheikh Sabah Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah:

The 22nd government was formed by His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah on February ninth, 2006. This gov-
ernment, which consisted of 15 ministers, lasted for
five months only due to parliament’s dissolution that
was caused by an interpellation against the Prime
Minister over the electoral districts. His Highness
Sheikh Nasser, following the parliamentary elections,
formed the 23rd government on July 10th, 2006.
Minister of Health Sheikh Ahmad Abdullah Al-Sabah
was grilled and a no-confidence motion was tabled
against him thus triggering the government’s resigna-
tion on March fourth, 2007.

The 24th government was formed by His
Highness Sheikh Nasser on March 25th, 2007, and
resigned on May 19, 2008, in the wake of the disso-
lution of the National Assembly. His Highness
Sheikh Nasser formed the 25th government on May
28, 2008. However, the extremely tense relations
between the legislative and executive authorities
caused by an interpellation against the Prime
Minister forced the government to resign on
November 25 2008. His Highness the Amir accept-
ed the resignation and the government continued as
caretaker until January 22nd, 2009.

The 26th government was formed by His Highness
Sheikh Nasser on January 23rd of the same year and
resigned after four months. The 27th government was
formed by His Highness Sheikh Nasser on May 29th
and served for two years. It resigned following the
growing number of interpellations. His Highness
Sheikh Nasser was reassigned to form the 28th gov-
ernment that consisted of 15 ministers including one
MP. On December 13th, 2001, His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah formed his first
government, the country’s 29th. This care-taker gov-
ernment was mandated with organizing elections and
its term expired on February 13th, 2012.

His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak formed the
30th government the following day. However, this
government was dropped because the Constitutional

Court annulled parliamentary elections. The govern-
ment resigned on July 18th, 2012. His Highness the
Prime Minister formed the 31st government on July
19th, 2012 with 13 ministers. This Cabinet lasted for
four months due to parliament’s dissolution. The
32nd government was formed by His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber on December 11th,
2012. It served for seven months until the
Constitutional Court’s annulled parliamentary elec-
tions that took place in the same month. Elections
were held on July 27th, 2013.

The 33rd government was formed on August
fourth, 2013, and ministers tendered their resigna-
tions on November 28th, 2016. The 34th government
was established on December tenth, 2016 headed by
His Highness Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah, consisting of 15 ministers, including one MP.
The 35th government was formed on December 11th,

2017 under the chairmanship of His Highness Sheikh
Jaber Mubarak, consisting of 15 ministers, including
one MP. The 36th government was set up on
December 17th, 2019. Headed by His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, it consisted of 15
ministers, including two MPs, along with the return of
seven ministers from the 2017 Cabinet and the entry
of three women in the new ministerial formation.

Cabinets during the era of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah:
On December 14th, 2020, the 37th government

was formed headed by His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled and it consisted of
15 ministers. It resigned on January 18, 2021.The 38th
Cabinet was formed on March second, 2021 and was
also headed by Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled. It resigned
on November 18. — KUNA
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Amir wishes new Cabinet
best in serving Kuwait

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a list of the new
Cabinet’s members from His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

—Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives a list of the new
Cabinet’s members from His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah received at Dar Al-Yamama yesterday His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah who
handed him the proposed names for the new Cabinet formation. His

Highness the Amir approved the formation and wished His Highness
the Prime Minister the best in serving the people and residents of
Kuwait. He hoped that the executive and legislative authorities would
cooperate for the sake of Kuwait’s development and welfare.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received yesterday His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, who presented the list
of ministers in the new Cabinet to His Highness. — KUNA
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News in brief

Quarantine status
added to Mobile ID

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Authority for Civil
Information (PACI) added an entry showing a
person’s home quarantine status to their vacci-
nation data on ‘Kuwait Mobile ID’ (or Hawiyati)
app. The new entry will be labelled in mauve, a
PACI statement said on Monday. The move,
made in collaboration with the Ministry of
Heath, falls in the framework of the relevant
Cabinet decision. During a recent emergency
session, the Cabinet decided to subject new
arrivals to preventive measures, including hav-
ing vaccination against coronavirus (COVID-
19), carrying a negative PCR test no more than
48 hours before arriving, and going into home
quarantine for 10 days or having a new nega-
tive PCR after at least 72 hours from arriving.

Municipality removes
unlicensed camps

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality announced
yesterday that it will launch an operation to
remove unlicensed camping sites, after its
spring camping committee reached an agree-
ment in this regard in a meeting yesterday. The
municipality called on the public to obtain the
license online and pay the required fees in
order to avoid having their camps removed.
The camping season started in mid-November
and ends on March 15, 2022.

KJA sends reminds
to subscribers 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists Association’s
Board of Directors released a statement to
remind KJA members to pay their subscription
fees and receive their new IDs for 2022.
Members should go to the secretariat general
at the temporary premises of KJA during
working hours (from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm). Fees
are paid in cash or through K-Net. KJA finan-
cial rules stipulate that subscriptions are paid
between the period of 1/1/2022 - 31/3/2022.
KJA temporary premise address: Industrial
Shuwaikh, Main Journalism Street, Al-Balagh
Magazine Bldg, Second floor.

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A bird’s eye view of Kuwait Towers taken yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: Some people who had planned to
spend the three-day New Year holiday weekend
outside the country have decided to cancel their
vacation amid the threat of the Omicron coron-
avirus variant. Others plan to spend the holidays
with their loved ones, while some will be at work.
“We don’t get any days off during holidays in our
restaurant business. People do not stop eating
because of a holiday; on the contrary, we expect
more orders and more customers for sure,” said
Babu, an Indian chef. “Our restaurant is trying to
survive and save the jobs of many of our employ-
ees,” he added.  

Mona was supposed to head to Egypt, but due
to the unpredictability of flights, she cancelled her
vacation. “I cancelled my booking to Cairo because
I can sense another problem arriving, judging from
the lockdowns in Europe and China. So I think it’s

more prudent to stay here and wait,” she said. 
Kuwait has almost returned to normal, with most

restrictions lifted, although facemasks are still
needed to be worn in closed places. Kuwait detect-
ed its first case of the Omicron variant on Dec 7 in
a European traveler who arrived in Kuwait from an
African country where the variant is present. On
Dec 21, the number rose to 13, after 12 new cases
were found.

Kuwaiti authorities have urged all those arriving
in Kuwait, even if they’re not infected with the
virus, to self-isolate and follow all other preventa-
tive measures including avoiding gatherings and
wearing facemasks. Authorities have also urged the
public to take the third vaccine dose (booster) and
called on the public to postpone any travel plans
except for necessary trips.

“I want to unwind and relax outside Kuwait. I
have already booked tickets to Dubai with five of
my friends. I went there solo once, but this time, we

want to travel in group. That’s the nearest country
where we can spend our holidays that is a bit dif-
ferent from Kuwait,” said Melanie, who works in
the corporate sector. But she is fearful of facing
hassles in returning to Kuwait. “I hope they will not
stop flights, since we are only staying there for
three days,” she said.  

Marilyn and her friends are planning to rent a
camp in Kabd with a group of Filipinas married to
Arabs. “We will rent a tent in Kabd and stay there
for two days. We will be joined by our families, so it
will be fun. It will be a big group, with games, food,
singing and playing cards,” she said. 

Mahmoud wants to spend the New Year with his
loved ones, as he is elderly and does not want to be
in any crowded places. “The pandemic is still rag-
ing. So we will stay at home, my wife will cook
something and we will share the food. My children
will also be in their houses and will only call to
greet everyone a happy New Year,” he said. 

New Year activities could
push through with caution  

Police issue 274
citations in
Jleeb crackdown
KUWAIT: The traffic department inspection team,
in cooperation with Kuwait Municipality, Ministry
of Electricity and Water, Ministry of Commerce and

Industry, and Public Authority for Manpower, car-
ried out a campaign against vehicle repair shops in
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, resulting in issuing 274 cita-
tions, 80 of which are traffic-related, two for want-
ed vehicles and one for a stolen vehicle, the interior
ministry said. The Municipality placed 12 warning
stickers on abandoned vehicles, issued 180 citations
to garages and removed 14 abandoned vehicles.
MEW cut power to 33 garages and placed 12 warn-
ing stickers, while PAM arrested three residency
violators.

Society hosts
workshop on virus’
relation to cancer 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Society for Oncology organ-
ized a workshop on virus variants and its relation
to cancer. The workshop was opened by oncolo-
gist and the society’s chairman Dr Khalid Ahmad
Al-Saleh with a speech in which he explained virus
variants and their ability to cause diseases that
were unknown before, and the danger of this on
humanity as a whole. He said it is necessary to
conduct a survey in Kuwait to glean the percent-
ages of endemic viruses, followed by awareness
campaigns to find out the best prevention means,
especially after the discovery of the ability of

some viruses to have pathogenic variations, which
threaten waves of cases that are difficult to handle.
Director of Infectious Diseases Hospital Dr Jamal
Al-Duaij spoke about genetic variations and their
relation to with cancer, and explained their princi-
ples and dangers.

Dr Khalid Al-Saleh Dr Jamal Al-Duaij

KSL delegation visits
Kuwait pavilion at
Expo 2020 Dubai
DUBAI: A delegation from Kuwait Society of
Lawyers (KSL) paid a visit on Monday to Kuwait’s
pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai which is held for the
first in the Middle East, Africa and West of Asia.
Speaking to the press in a statement, Ilham Aidarou,

a member of (KSL), said that Kuwait’s pavilion is a
historical and cultural platform that shows the coun-
try’s humanitarian and societal renaissance as well
as its development projects. She lauded the pavilion
as it highlights Kuwait’s democratic path and the
period of establishing the constitution, in addition to
its pioneering role in human rights and empowering
woman. She said she was admired by engineering
design of the pavilion themed ‘New Kuwait... New
Opportunities for Sustainability’. Besides Aidarius,
the delegation includes Kefaya Al-Gharbali, Adel Al-
Khedr and Omar Al-Rashidi. — KUNA
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MOSCOW: Lawyers of Memorial International rights group listen to the verdict of the Russia’s Supreme Court as the judge orders the closure of Memorial International, the organisation’s central structure, over
breaches of its designation as a “foreign agent”, in Moscow yesterday. —AFP

Russian court orders Memorial to close
‘Russia needed Memorial to make sure it did not repeat mistakes of the past’
MOSCOW: Russia’s Supreme Court yesterday
ordered the closure of Memorial, the country’s most
prominent rights group, which chronicled Stalin-era
purges and symbolised post-Soviet democratisa-
tion. Judge Alla Nazarova ordered the closure of
Memorial International, the organisation’s central
structure, and its regional branches for failing to
mark all of its publications with a label of “foreign
agent” as required by law.

The “foreign agent” legislation, which carries
Stalin-era connotations, brands organisations
receiving funds from overseas as acting against
Russia’s interests. “Disgrace! Disgrace!” some
supporters shouted in court after the ruling.
Prosecutors  a lso accused Memoria l
International of denigrating the memory of the
Soviet Union and its victories and rehabilitating
“Nazi criminals”.

During yesterday’s hearing a prosecutor said
Memorial “creates a false image of the USSR as a
terrorist state and denigrates the memory of World
War II”. The court decision is the hardest blow yet
to the organisation founded in 1989 by Soviet dissi-
dents including Nobel Peace Prize laureate Andrei
Sakharov.

Lawyer Maria Eismont said the shutdown was a
“very bad sign” but added that Memorial would

appeal and press ahead with its work. “This is not
the end,” she told reporters.

‘Tragedy for Russia’
Dozens of supporters gathered outside the

courthouse in freezing temperatures and several
people were detained. After the ruling, police
demanded that members of the public and journal-
ists disperse. Memorial is
a loose structure of locally
registered organisations,
with Memorial
International maintaining
the network’s extensive
archives in Moscow and
coordinating its work.

The group has spent
years cataloguing atroci-
ties committed in the
Soviet Union, especially in
the notorious network of
prison camps, the Gulag. The move against
Memorial caps a year that has seen authorities jail
President Vladimir Putin’s top critic Alexei Navalny,
outlaw his organisations and crack down on inde-
pendent media and rights groups.

But the ban against Memorial International

stands out even in the current climate and would
have been unimaginable just a few years ago.
Supporters say its closure signals the end of an era
in Russia’s post-Soviet democratisation process,
which began 30 years ago this month.

Supporter Maria Biryukova said Russia needed
Memorial to make sure the country did not repeat
mistakes of the past. “Memorial tells the truth, in no

way does it denigrate the
country,” she told AFP.

Another supporter,
author Leonid Bakhnov,
whose grandfather was
executed at the peak of
Stalin-era purges in 1937,
said the group’s closure
was “a tragedy for Russia”.
“What a wonderful New
Year they arranged for
us,” he said bitterly.

Memorial’s founders
have denied any serious violations, saying that only
an insignificant number of documents may have
been missing the tag. Yesterday’s hearing was one
of two cases brought against the group.
Prosecutors have also demanded a court close
Memorial’s Human Rights Centre, accusing it of

condoning “terrorism and extremism” in addition to
breaches of the “foreign agent” legislation. Today, a
Moscow court will hold a new hearing in that case.

Denounced by Putin 
Memorial has campaigned for the rights of

political prisoners, migrants and other margin-
alised groups, and highlighted abuses especially
in the turbulent North Caucasus region that
includes Chechnya. The group has been in the
crosshairs of the authorities for years and Putin
has accused it of advocating for “terrorist and
extremist organisations”.

On Monday, a court in the northwestern city of
Petrozavodsk increased a prison sentence for the
head of Memorial in Karelia, Yury Dmitriyev, to a
total of 15 years. His supporters say he is being
punished for his work locating mass graves of peo-
ple killed under Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin.

Sentenced last year to 13 years in prison on what
his supporters say were fabricated child sex
charges, the 65-year-old will now spend two addi-
tional years in prison. Yesterday, Navalny’s team
said the authorities had detained the heads of his
now-dismantled offices in the Siberian regions of
Irkutsk and Tomsk, Zakhar Sarapulov and Ksenia
Fadeyeva, who is also a local lawmaker. — AFP

Court decision is 
the hardest 

blow yet to the
organisation 

US, Russia to hold
Ukraine talks early 
January in Geneva 
MOSCOW: The United States and Russia will hold
much-anticipated talks in early January on
European security and the Ukraine conflict after
Moscow demanded NATO halts its eastward
expansion. A spokesperson for the US National
Security Council told AFP on condition of anonymi-
ty late Monday that the talks with Russia will take
place on January 10.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov yesterday confirmed the date and said that
the talks will take place in Geneva, where US
President Joe Biden and Russian leader Vladimir
Putin met for their first summit in June. The Kremlin
has grown increasingly insistent that the West and
NATO are encroaching dangerously close to
Russia’s borders.

Moscow earlier this month presented the West
with sweeping security demands, saying NATO
must not admit new members and seeking to bar the
United States from establishing new bases in former

Soviet republics. “The United States looks forward
to engaging with Russia,” the National Security
Council spokesperson said.

“When we sit down to talk, Russia can put its
concerns on the table and we will put our concerns
on the table with Russia’s activities as well.”
Moscow and NATO representatives are then
expected to meet January 12, while Russia and the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE), which includes the United States,
will meet January 13, the spokesperson added.

The talks come after weeks of heightening ten-
sions, with Washington accusing Russia of massing
tens of thousands of troops around ex-Soviet
Ukraine and plotting a winter invasion. The January
10 meeting will be held as part of the Strategic
Security Dialogue initiative launched by Biden and
Putin at their June summit.

While that format is mostly consecrated to resus-
citating post-Cold War nuclear arms control treaties,
the talks will also cover the standoff over Ukraine,
where Russia has deployed a large combat force on
the border, a senior White House official said, also on
condition of anonymity. The NATO-Russia Council
meeting and the talks between Moscow and the
OSCE’s Permanent Council are slated to focus on
Ukraine. The OSCE was founded during the Cold War
as a forum between Russia and the West. — AFP

ODESSA, Ukraine: French multi-mission frigate (FREMM) Auvergne D654 is docked at the port in the Ukrainian
Black Sea city of Odessa. The Auvergne D654, which is the most modern ship in the French navy, is the tenth
NATO ship to visit Odessa during this year. — AFP

India restricts foreign 
funding for Mother 
Teresa charity 
KOLKATA: India has moved to cut off foreign
funding to a charity founded by Mother Teresa, a
decision critics described as further evidence of
harassment of Christians under the Hindu nationalist
government. The Missionaries of Charity was found-
ed in 1950 by the late Mother Teresa, a Catholic nun
who devoted most of her life to helping the poor in
the eastern city of Kolkata. She won the Nobel
Peace Prize and was later declared a saint.

Her organisation runs shelter homes across India.
According to the Hindu daily, it received around
$750 million from abroad in the 2020-21 financial
year. The Indian Home Ministry said that on
December 25 — Christmas Day-the renewal of the
charity’s licence to receive funding from abroad had
been “refused”.

The statement issued on Monday said the reason
was “not meeting the eligibility conditions” under the
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act after “adverse

inputs were noticed”, without giving further details.
Dominic Gomes, vicar general of the Archdiocese of
Calcutta, said the announcement was “a cruel
Christmas gift to the poorest of the poor”.

The news came two weeks after police in Gujarat,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s home state, began
investigating the charity for alleged “forceful con-
version” of Hindus to Christianity-a regular accusa-
tion by hardline members of India’s majority religion.

Activists say that religious minorities in India
have faced increased levels of discrimination and
violence since Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) came to power in 2014. In 2020,
the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom listed India as a “country of particular con-
cern” for the first time since 2004.

Modi’s government rejects having a radical
“Hindutva” (Hindu hegemony) agenda and insists
people of all religions have equal rights. India’s gov-
ernment has also in recent years increased pressure
on non-governmental organisations receiving for-
eign funding, including rights groups.

The Missionaries of Charity said in a statement
that it had instructed its centres not to use any for-
eign currency account “until the matter is resolved”.
The organisation, however, rejected reports that its
bank accounts had been frozen. — AFP

KOLKATA, West Bengal: Nuns walk near the entrance of the head office of Missionaries of Charity in Kolkata
yesterday. —AFP



SANAA: Yemen’s Houthi rebels said yesterday
they have allowed the temporary resumption of
UN aid flights into the capital Sanaa, a week after
a halt due to Saudi-led coalition air strikes. “The
civil aviation authority announces the resumption
of UN and other organisation flights into Sanaa
airport on a temporary basis,” the rebel-run Al-
Masirah television reported.

“The (rebel administration’s) foreign ministry
was contacted to notify the UN and all interna-
tional organisations that Sanaa airport was ready
to receive flights.” Yemen has been wracked by
civil war since 2014 pitting the government-sup-
ported by the Saudi-led coalition-against the Iran-
backed Houthis who control much of the north.

Tens of thousands of
people have been killed, in
what the United Nations
has described as the
world’s worst humanitari-
an crisis. Flights into the
rebel-held capital have
been largely halted by a
Saudi-led blockade since
August 2016, but there
have been exemptions for
aid flights that are a key
lifeline for the population.

The Houthi rebels had said UN aid flights into
Sanaa had been halted by Saudi-led air strikes last
week but the coalition said the airport had already
been closed two days earlier and blamed the insur-
gents. Coalition spokesman Turki al-Maliki said
Sunday the Houthis were “militarising” Sanaa air-
port and using it as a “main centre for launching
ballistic missiles and drones” towards the kingdom.

He a lso  accused I ran  and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah group of helping the Houthis launch
missiles and drones at Saudi Arabia, where two

people were killed last week. 

No guarantees 
On Saturday, the coalition launched what it

called a “large-scale” military operation against
the Houthis after the fatal rebel attack. The coali-
tion raids killed three civilians, including a child
and a woman, Yemeni medics told AFP. The coali-
tion maintains its operations are carried out in
accordance with international humanitarian law
and has repeatedly accused the Houthis of using
civilians as human shields.

UN special envoy Hans Grundberg said the
uptick in fighting “undermines the prospects of
reaching a sustainable political settlement to end

the confl ict in Yemen.”
“The escalation in recent
weeks is among the worst
we have seen in Yemen for
years and the threat to
civilian lives is increas-
ing,” Grundberg said.

He renewed a long-
standing UN call  for
Sanaa airport to reopen
permanently for commer-
cial as well as humanitari-
an flights. “Any targeting

of civilians and civilian objects as well as indis-
criminate attacks by any actor is a flagrant viola-
tion of international humanitarian law and must
stop immediately,” the UN envoy said.

Saudi Arabia has long accused Iran of supplying
the Houthis with sophisticated weapons and its
Hezbollah proxy of training the insurgents. Tehran
denies the charges, while Hezbollah on Monday
dismissed Saudi charges as “ridiculous”.

The US Navy said last week it seized 1,400 AK-
47 rifles and ammunition from a fishing boat it

claimed was smuggling weapons from Iran to the
Houthis. The Houthis yesterday accused the coali-
tion of preventing the entry of “communication
and navigation devices... into Sanaa airport to
replace the old ones”.

“The UN and international organisations have
been informed that the long-term operation of
these devices are not guaranteed, given how old
they are,” they added. The rebels also warned they
will “hold the UN and international organisations
responsible for landing and takeoff operations in
the event of a sudden device failure”.

The Iran-backed rebels have repeatedly
launched missile and drone strikes against neigh-
bouring Saudi Arabia, targeting the kingdom’s air-
ports and oil infrastructure. While the UN and US
are pushing for an end to the war, the Houthis have
demanded an end to the coalition blockade of
Sanaa airport before any ceasefire or negotiations.

The UN estimates Yemen’s war wil l  have
claimed 377,000 lives by the end of the year
through both direct and indirect impacts. More
than 80 percent of Yemen’s population of about 30
million is dependent on humanitarian aid. —AFP

Flights into rebel-held capital have been largely halted by Saudi-led blockade 

Yemen rebels allow aid flights to 
resume after Saudi-led strikes 

SANAA: Yemenis inspect damage following a reported overnight air strike by the Saudi-led coalition tar-
geting in the Houthi rebel-held capital Sanaa. —AFP

130-year-old time 
capsule found 
in base of statue 
WASHINGTON: Workers dismantling the
pedestal of a statue of a Confederate general dis-
covered a copper box on Monday believed to have
been buried 130 years ago, the second apparent
time capsule unearthed at the site. “They found it!”
tweeted Virginia Governor Ralph Northam along
with pictures of the box. “This is likely the time cap-
sule everyone was looking for.”

According to an 1887 newspaper article, a time
capsule hidden in the base of the statue of General
Robert E. Lee, who commanded the Army of
Northern Virginia during the Civil War, contained
relics such as buttons and bullets, Confederate cur-
rency, maps, a rare picture of assassinated president
Abraham Lincoln in his coffin and other items.

The box will be opened today at 1:00 pm,

Northam said in a later tweet, adding that it had
been X-rayed. “Experts believe there may be coins,
books, buttons, and even ammunition from the Civil
War,” he said. A different shoebox-sized container
found in the base of the statue was opened by con-
servators last week but was clearly not the time
capsule mentioned in the 1887 newspaper piece.

It contained three water-logged books, a photo-
graph in a soggy cloth envelope and a coin. The
items appeared to have been mementos left behind
for posterity by some of the workers who erected
the statue. The time capsule found on Monday is
about twice the size. Lee’s statue in Richmond, the
Virginia city that was the capital of the South dur-
ing the bloody 1861-65 conflict, was taken down in
September, one of a number of monuments to the
pro-slavery Confederacy removed in recent months.

The statue became the focus of protests for
racial justice last year following the death of George
Floyd, a Black man who was murdered by a white
police officer in Minnesota. During the Civil War,
the Confederate South seceded from the United
States and fought to maintain slavery, which the rest
of the country had abolished. —AFP

Police release 
bodycam footage of 
teen store shooting
LOS ANGELES: Bodycam footage of the “chaotic”
police shooting of a teenager in a California depart-
ment store was released Monday, as critics claimed
officers were all-too-ready to open fire. Fourteen-
year-old Valentina Orellana-Peralta was in a chang-
ing room when a stray bullet fired by a policeman
came through the wall and hit her, killing her
instantly.

Valentina was shopping in a Los Angeles store
with her mother in the pre-Christmas rush, buying
clothes for her “quinceanera”, the coming-of-age

ceremony celebrated by Latin Americans. Police say
they were called to the Burlington Coat Factory in
North Hollywood on Thursday because of reports
of a possible shooting.

CCTV Images from the scene show a clearly agi-
tated man roaming the store with a bike lock in his
hand before police arrive. He lashes out at several
people before repeatedly beating one woman about
the head and body with the heavy-duty cable lock.
Police bodycam footage shows a number of officers
arriving at the scene with guns drawn.

Seconds after they locate the suspect, one of
them opens fire with a long barrelled gun. He falls to
the floor and is handcuffed. A police commentary
shows a freeze-frame that it says shows one of the
rounds the officer fired skipping off the floor and
hitting the outside wall of the changing room where
Valentina was hiding with her mother.

Police Chief Michel Moore said he had ordered a

full investigation of the incident. “This chaotic inci-
dent resulting in the death of an innocent child is
tragic and devastating for everyone involved,” he
said. “I am profoundly sorry for the loss of this
young girl’s life and I know there are no words that
can relieve the unimaginable pain for the family.”
Hispanic civil rights group LULAC said responding
officers had acted recklessly.

“It is indefensible that trained Los Angeles police
officers could open fire in a crowded store at the
height of Christmas shopping without first knowing
for sure if the suspect was armed,” said president
Domingo Garcia.

The shooting is the latest in a country where law
enforcement readily resorts to deadly force when
confronting criminal suspects. There is no official
national record of fatal shootings by US police offi-
cers, and reporting of incidents by police depart-
ments is voluntary. — AFP

Sanaa airport 
ready to 

receive flights 

Somalia’s allies 
alarmed as political
crisis festers 
MOGADISHU: Somalia’s allies expressed alarm
over the intensifying row between the country’s
president and prime minister as heavily armed fac-
tions patrolled parts of Mogadishu yesterday, rais-
ing fears that the political crisis could erupt into
violence.

Soldiers loyal to the premier took up positions
near the presidential palace, a day after President
Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, better known as
Farmajo, announced the suspension of Prime
Minister Mohamed Hussein Roble, who accused him
of an “attempted coup”.

Relations between the pair have long been frosty,
but the latest developments have sparked concerns
for Somalia’s stability as the country struggles to
hold long-delayed elections and fight a jihadist
insurgency.

Yesterday, pro-Roble troops paraded the streets,
fuelling fear among Mogadishu residents weary of
armed confrontations. “They are not far away from
the main security checkpoints of the presidential
palace, they are armed with heavy machine guns
and RPGs (rocket-propelled grenades)”, Saido
Mumin, a resident, told AFP. Another local,
Abdukadir Ahmed, said that although the situation
appeared to be calm, he was “really worried” about
the potential for violence. International observers
have urged both sides to resolve the festering dis-
pute while some Somali traditional elders and politi-
cians have also sought to calm tempers.

“Some politicians and elders (have) started going
between the two sides to de-escalate the situation,
but these efforts are yet to... bring about a formal
resolution”, a source in the office of the president
told AFP on condition of anonymity. The Africa
Bureau of the US State Department warned Monday
that Washington was “prepared to act against those
who obstruct Somalia’s path to peace.”

“The attempted suspension of
@MohamedHRoble is alarming & we support his
efforts for rapid & credible elections. All parties must
desist from escalatory actions & statements,” it said
on Twitter. Farmajo has accused Roble of interfering
with a probe into a land-grabbing case and with-
drawn his mandate to organise elections. Roble in
turn has accused Farmajo of attempting to carry out
“a coup against the government, the constitution, and
the rules of the country” and sabotage the vote.

International alarm 
International observers and allies, including the

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), the
United States, the European Union, and the United
Nations, released a statement late Monday, express-
ing “deep concern” over the crisis.

“We call on Somalia’s leaders to put the country’s
interests first, to de-escalate rising political tensions,
and to refrain from provocation or use of force that
could undermine peace and stability,” the statement
said. “International partners have repeatedly
expressed growing concern over procedural irregu-
larities and delays in the Somali electoral process.”

Analysts say the election impasse has distract-
ed from Somalia’s larger problems, most notably
the Al-Shabaab insurgency. The Al-Qaeda allies
were driven out of Mogadishu a decade ago but
retain control of swathes of countryside and con-
tinue to stage deadly attacks in the capital and
elsewhere. —AFP
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RICHMOND: Handout photo shows a time capsule, a
shoebox-sized container which was found last week in
Richmond, Virginia. —AFP

Polish president 
vetoes media law 
slammed by US 
WARSAW: Following pressure from the EU and US,
Polish President Andrzej Duda on Monday vetoed a
media ownership law that critics said was aimed at
silencing the US-owned news channel TVN24. “I refuse
to sign the radio and television law amendment and am
sending it back to parliament to be re-examined. This
means that I am vetoing it,” Duda said in a televised
address.

The law, which was adopted by parliament this
month, would have prevented companies from outside
the European Economic Area from holding a control-
ling stake in Polish media companies. That would have
forced US group Discovery to sell a majority stake in
TVN, one of Poland’s biggest private TV networks, and
its news channel TVN24.

The government had argued the law would protect
Poland’s media landscape from potentially hostile
actors such as Russia. Duda said he agreed with this
principle, but that it should not be made to apply to
existing business arrangements and investment treaties.

“People I’ve been talking to are concerned about
the situation. They had different arguments. They
spoke about peace and quiet... How we don’t need
another conflict, another problem. We have many
problems already,” he said.

Duda is strongly supported by Poland’s ruling pop-
ulist Law and Justice (PiS) party but has shown some
differences with the party leadership in the past. In
2017, he caused a storm by vetoing two judicial
reforms that he believed gave too much power to the
attorney general, who is also the justice minister.

‘Pressure makes sense’ 
President Joe Biden’s national security advisor Jake

Sullivan welcomed the development in a call with his
counterpart Pawel Soloch and another senior Polish
official. Sullivan conveyed “Biden’s appreciation for
Polish President Duda’s veto... of a controversial media
amendment, noting that this sent a positive signal just
before Poland takes over the Chair of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe on January 1,”
a White House spokeswoman said.

The US charge d’affaires in Warsaw, Bix Aliu,
thanked Duda “for his leadership and commitment to
common democratic values and for protecting the
investment climate in Poland”. “Allies are stronger
together!” he said.

TVN’s board of directors in a statement welcomed
the announcement “with appreciation and joy”, saying
the president had “stood up for good relations with the
US”. The US had urged Duda to veto the law and
European Commission spokesman Christian Wigand
had warned it would pose “severe risks to media free-
dom and pluralism in Poland”.

Thousands of Poles protested against the law
earlier this month outside the presidential palace in
Warsaw, with many in the crowd waving EU flags
and chanting “Free media!”. There were similar

protests across Poland.
Former EU chief Donald Tusk, who leads the

opposition Civic Platform party, said Duda’s decision
showed that “pressure makes sense”. PiS already
controls public television broadcaster TVP, which has
become a government mouthpiece, and much of the
regional press.

Reporters without Borders (RSF), a media rights
watchdog, said the veto was “good news for press free-
dom, which is in dire straits in Poland”. Since PiS was
elected to power in 2015, Poland has dropped 46
places in the RSF World Press Freedom Index to reach
the 64th position.  —AFP

WARSAW: File photo shows a protester shows the victo-
ry sign as she holds up a placard with the letters of
Poland’s main private TV network TVN, a US-owned
broadcaster, during a demonstration in defence of
media freedom in Warsaw. —AFP



KABUL: A crowd of women marched through the
Afghan capital yesterday, accusing Taleban authori-
ties of covertly killing soldiers who served the for-
mer US-backed regime. Around 30 women gath-
ered near a mosque in the centre of Kabul and
marched a few hundred metres chanting “justice,
justice” before they were stopped by Taleban
forces, an AFP correspondent saw.

The Taleban also tried to prevent journalists from
covering the march, organ-
ised against the “mysteri-
ous murders of young peo-
ple, particularly the coun-
try’s former soldiers”,
according to social media
invitations. Taleban fighters
briefly detained a group of
reporters and confiscated
equipment from some pho-
tographers, deleting
images from their cameras
before returning them.

Since the hardliners returned to power in August
they have effectively banned unsanctioned protests
and frequently intervene to block demonstrations
against their austere brand of Islam. The protest
comes weeks after separate reports by the United
Nations, Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch said there were credible allegations of more

than 100 extrajudicial killings by the Taleban since
their takeover.

“I want to tell the world, tell the Taleban to stop
killing. We want freedom, we want justice, we want
human rights,” said protester Nayera Koahistani. In
a statement read aloud by protester Laila Basam,
the demonstrators called on the Taleban “to stop its
criminal machine”.

The statement said former soldiers and govern-
ment employees of the old
regime are “under direct
threat”, violating a general
amnesty announced by the
Taleban in August. The
protesters also aired
objections to the ratchet-
ing restrictions women are
facing under Taleban rule.

The government issued
new guidelines at the
weekend banning women
from travelling long dis-

tances unless escorted by a close male relative.
“Women’s rights are human rights. We must defend
our rights,” said Koahistani.

Video footage posted online yesterday showed
another women’s protest held elsewhere in the capi-
tal that also called for women to be allowed educa-
tion and work opportunities. — AFP

Taleban prevented
journalists from 

covering the march
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Demonstrators call on Taleban ‘to stop its criminal machine’

Afghan women protest against 
Taleban killings of ex-soldiers 

KABUL: Women hold placards during a protest yesterday to demand an end to extrajudicial killings of former
officials of the previous regime. — AFP 

Philippines to buy 
two new South 
Korean warships  
MANILA: The Philippines has ordered two
new warships from South Korea’s Hyundai
Heavy Industries, Defence Secretary Delfin
Lorenzana said yesterday, modernising
Manila’s navy as it faces a dispute with
Beijing in the South China Sea. The Philippine
Navy had become run down in recent
decades-even featuring US craft from World
War II-until President Rodrigo Duterte’s
predecessor, Benigno Aquino, began a mod-
est modernisation programme in 2010.

Yesterday’s 28 billion pesos ($556 mil-
lion) deal with the South Korean shipbuild-
ing giant comes five years after the firm also
won a contract to build two new frigates for
the Philippine Navy. Corvettes and frigates
are small, fast warships mainly used to pro-
tect other vessels from attack.

“This project will  give the Philippine
Navy two modern corvettes that are capable
of anti-ship, anti-submarine and anti-air
warfare missions,” Lorenzana said in a
speech at the signing ceremony in Manila.
The deal “wil l  ensure commonality and
interoperability with our existing assets,” he
added, as well as “ease of maintenance and
repairs”.

Manila has since acquired two former US
Coast Guard cutters and three landing craft
from Australia, as well as coast guard patrol
vessels from Japan, in an effort to bolster its
presence in the South China Sea, where it
faces a dispute with Beijing.

China claims almost all of the waterway,
through which trillions of dollars in trade
passes annually, with competing claims
from Brunei , Malaysia, the Phi l ippines,
Taiwan and Vietnam. Beijing has ignored a
2016 ruling by The Hague-based Permanent
Court of Arbitration that its historical claim
is without basis. — AFP

Indonesia reject 
refugees, sends 
boat to Malaysia 
BIREUN, Indonesia: Dozens of Rohingya refugees
intercepted after their boat ran into trouble off the
coast of Indonesia’s Aceh province were being sent
into Malaysian waters, authorities said yesterday.

At least 100 mostly women and children aboard
a wooden vessel said to be taking on water were
denied refuge in Indonesia and instead pushed into
the neighbouring Southeast Asian country.

Despite calls from non-governmental organi-
sat ions and the United Nations agency for
refugees, Indonesian authorities are attempting
to send the group back after providing supplies,
clothes and fuel, as well as a technician to fix
their damaged boat.

“We hope (the supplies) can help the Rohingyas
to continue their journey to Malaysia as they
planned and intended,” Winardy, an Aceh police
spokesman who, like many Indonesians, goes by
only one name, told AFP. “We will monitor them
until they reach their destination,” he said.

The wooden boat was first sighted two days ago,
stranded about 70 nautical miles off the Indonesian
coast, according to a local navy commander.

Indonesian authorities have not pushed back
Rohingya refugees as strongly as Malaysia or
Thailand, instead reluctantly accepting them upon
arrival by sea. But Amnesty International and the

UNHCR have called on the government to let the
stranded group of Rohingya refugees land.

“This is about life and death. There are women
and children, we must pay attention to their health,”
executive director of Amnesty International
Indonesia Usman Hamid said in a statement.

The UNHCR also called on Jakarta to let the
boat’s passengers disembark, pointing to the
unseaworthiness of the boat. Badruddin Yunus, a
leader of the local fishing community, told AFP that

fishermen who had visited the boat reported there
were 120 people on board, including 51 children
and 60 women.

He said the engine was broken and the refugees
could not communicate with the local fishermen due
to the language barrier. Last year, hundreds of
Rohingya who fled persecution in Buddhist-majori-
ty Myanmar arrived in Indonesia. Many have since
escaped to Malaysia, drawn by its substantial popu-
lation of more than 100,000 Rohingya. — AFP

BIREUEN, Indonesia: This handout photo taken and received from the Indonesian police yesterday shows offi-
cers preparing to send supplies to Rohingya refugees aboard a wooden vessel off the coast of Indonesia’s
Aceh province, in Bireuen yesterday. — AFP

China expands 
lockdowns as 
cases climb 
BEIJING: Hundreds of thousands
more people were ordered to stay
home in northern China  yesterday,
joining millions under strict lockdown
as authorities raced to contain a surge
in COVID cases that have reached a
21-month high.

China — where the virus emerged
two years ago — has followed a “zero-
COVID” strategy of tight border
restrictions, lengthy quarantines and
targeted lockdowns as Beijing prepares
to welcome thousands of overseas visi-
tors to February’s Winter Olympics.

But authorities have faced a resur-
gent virus in recent weeks, reporting
209 infections yesterday — the high-
est single-day tally since March last
year, when the pandemic raged
through the central city of Wuhan. The
surge — while low in comparison to
rampant cases in Europe and the

United States — has prompted
authorities to impose what they have
called the “strictest” possible curbs in
the northern city of Xi’an, whose 13
million residents are entering a sixth
day of home confinement.

Nearby cities have also logged cas-
es linked to the flare-up, with Yan’an —

about 300 kilometres (186 miles) from
Xi’an — yesterday shuttering busi-
nesses and ordering hundreds of thou-
sands of people in one district to stay
indoors. The Xi’an lockdown is the
most sweeping in China since the simi-
larly-sized Wuhan was sealed off.

The city has set up over 4,400 sam-

pling sites and deployed more than
100,000 people to handle the latest
round of testing, according to state
broadcaster CCTV. Footage showed
masked residents queueing to be tested
in streets and sports centres.

‘There’s no food’ 
But banned from driving and limited

to sending out one household member
every three days to buy groceries,
many Xi’an residents have taken to
social media to call for help in acquiring
food and other essentials.

“I’m about to be starved to death,”
wrote one person on the Weibo site.
“There’s no food, my housing compound
won’t let me out, and I’m about to run
out of instant noodles ... please help!” “I
don’t want to hear any more news about
how everything is fine,” said another.
“So what if supplies are so abundant —
they’re useless if you don’t actually give
them to people.” Authorities have insist-
ed that supplies remain stable as they
maintain strict controls on movement
into and out of Xi’an. Students have also
been banned from leaving university
dormitories unless necessary, CCTV
reported. — AFP

NANJING, China: A staff member sprays disinfectant outside a hotel after one
person tested positive for the COVID-19 coronavirus, in Nanjing in China’s east-
ern Jiangsu province yesterday. — AFP

Save the Children 
confirms two staff 
members among dead 
YANGON: Save the Children confirmed yester-
day the deaths of two of its staff reported missing
after the charred remains of more than 30 people
were found in eastern Myanmar on Christmas
Day. “It is with profound sadness that we are con-
firming today that two members of Save the
Children’s staff were among at least 35 people,
including women and children, who were killed on
Friday 24th December in an attack by the
Myanmar military in Kayah State,” the charity
said in a statement.

On Saturday, photos appeared on social media
purporting to show two burnt-out trucks and a
car on a highway in Hpruso township in eastern
Kayah state, with the charred remains of bodies
inside. Local anti-junta fighters and a monitoring
group accused junta troops of carrying out the
attack in Hpruso after clashes with dissidents in
the area.

The two men had been “working on a humani-
tarian response in a nearby community when they
were caught up in the attack,” the charity said.
“The military forced people from their cars,
arrested some, killed many and burnt the bodies.”

The Myanmar military has denied the claims.
Myanmar has been in chaos since the February
coup, with more than 1,300 people killed in a
crackdown by security forces, according to a
local monitoring group. —AFP

Ukraine trains 
civilians to defend 
against invasion
KIEV: In a forested area just outside Ukraine’s
capital Kiev, mock Russian troops ambush cam-
ouflage-clad army reservists. The would-be
Ukrainian soldiers, who include architects and
researchers in their ranks, return fire with replica
Kalashnikovs as imitat ion smoke grenades
explode around them.

“I believe that every person in this country
should know what to do... if the enemy invades their
country,” Daniil Larin, a 19-year-old university stu-
dent, told AFP during a short break from the exer-
cises. Larin was one of about 50 Ukrainian civilians
who drove from Kiev to an abandoned Soviet-era

asphalt plant on a recent weekend afternoon to
train for how to defend their country in the event of
a Russian invasion.

Dozens of civilians have been joining Ukraine’s
army reserves in recent months, as fears have
mounted that Russia-which Kiev says has massed
around 100,000 troops on its side of the border-is
plotting to launch a large-scale attack.

Ukraine’s army, which totals 215,000 soldiers,
has been battling a Moscow-backed insurgency in
two breakaway regions since 2014 in a long-sim-
mering conflict that has claimed over 13,000 lives.
While Moscow has denied it is planning an inva-
sion, Russian President Vladimir Putin has not
excluded a military response should the US-led
NATO alliance-which Ukraine wants to join-
expand eastward.

The Ukrainian reservists, who have ballooned to
about 100,000 members, have been learning “how
to handle weapons, how to behave in a battle envi-
ronment, how to defend cities,” Larin told AFP.

Living with war 
Marta Yuzkiv, a 51-year-old doctor, believes that

the Russian army is “far superior” to Ukraine’s and
the risk of a full-scale invasion is “high enough” to
have joined the reserves. “Only if everyone is ready
to defend our land, then there will be a chance,” she
said. Since joining up in April, when Russia first
deployed around 100,000 troops on Ukraine’s bor-
der, Yuzkiv has trained for several hours every
Saturday in providing tactical medicine, shooting
automatic rifles and deploying checkpoints.

While the army provided her with a military uni-
form, she spent her own money on a helmet, bullet-
proof jacket and tactical goggles. The trainees are
part of reservist battalions set up to protect Kiev in
the event of an attack on Ukraine’s largest city.

One battalion commander, Vadym Ozirny, said
that after mobilising at a rendezvous point, the
reservists will get to work protecting administrative
buildings and critical infrastructure as well as help-
ing residents evacuate. — AFP



KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital serv-
ice provider in Kuwait, announced the
launch of its latest promotional campaign,
‘eeZee is now 5G’, making it the first tele-
com operator in the nation to launch the
revolutionary 5G network for prepaid
customers. The offering comes as part of
Zain’s eeZee Flexi platform that features
the most unique and innovative prepaid
solutions to the biggest family of sub-
scribers in Kuwait. 

eeZee customers can now easily cus-
tomize their very own plan as per their
unique needs or choose one of the ready-
made plans via the Zain app or MyZain
website. When the plan reaches a value of
KD 8 or more, customers will receive 5G
Internet automatically with no additional
costs. To celebrate the new campaign,
Zain offers a welcome gift of extra 100
GBs free for a limited time to any cus-

tomer that activates an eeZee Flexi plan
with 5G Internet. 

Prepaid (eeZee) customers can launch
the Zain smartphone app or MyZain
website and choose from a wide range of
options to customize their very own plan
from scratch that fits their priorities,
needs, and budget. Customers can easily
choose their preferred Internet caps,
number of Zain-to-Zain minutes, number
of local minutes, number of international
minutes, as well as options for unlimited
social media, WhatsApp, YouTube, and
more. A number of ready-made plans are
also available for customers to choose
from if they do not wish to customize
their own plan themselves. 

Once a customer specifies the options
that best suit their needs, the final plan
price will be shown, where they may add
or edit options as they see fit. Once a cus-

tomer activates the plan they customized,
it will be valid for 30 days starting from
the activation date and it will automatical-
ly renew when the period is over. The
minimum amount for a plan is KD 5.

When a customer commits with
autorenewal on-time (meaning enough
balance is available to renew after the
30-day period), they will receive dou-
ble the benefits they have selected

(such as minutes, Internet caps, etc.) in
the next month for the same original
price. If a customer continues to com-
mit with autorenewal on-time in the
following months, they will continue to
receive triple the benefits they have
selected during the following months
for the same original price. Any unused
minutes or Internet caps will be trans-
ferred to the upcoming month and

added over the doubled/tripled bene-
fits at no extra charge. 

This unique campaign was specifically
designed to complement the needs and
aspirations of Zain’s prepaid customers,
allowing to enjoy the full potential of
Kuwait’s biggest and most powerful 5G
network. By launching this new offering,
the company aims at creating a new con-
cept for the services it offers, as well as
offering convenience with flexible plans
that meet the different personal and pro-
fessional needs of its prepaid customers. 

Last year, Zain received ‘Kuwait’s
Fastest Fixed Broadband Network’
award for Q1-Q2 2020 from Speedtest
by Ookla, the global leader in transparent
Internet testing applications, data, and
analysis. The award reflected Zain’s
efforts in offering the largest and most
powerful 5G network in Kuwait since
commercially launching fifth generation
wireless technology back in June 2019. 

Zain was the first operator to offer
5G technology in the GCC region via
the Kuwaiti market with nationwide
coverage of all areas. The company suc-
ceeded in designing the first integrated
network for 5G services built on a
world-class infrastructure, ultimately
transforming the telecom sector across
the country and region. 

Established 1961 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2021

Stock markets 
rise on Omicron 
optimism
PARIS: Stock markets rose yesterday as
investors appeared confident that the Omicron
coronavirus variant will not derail the global
economic recovery. COVID-19 cases have
surged across the world, prompting govern-
ments to impose new measures to limit conta-
gion while the travel industry faced thousands
of flight cancellations.

Experts caution against too much optimism
around early indications that Omicron causes
less severe disease than previous strains,
pointing out that it is spreading so fast it could
still overwhelm health systems.

But investors seem to be reassured about its
effects on the economy. “The equity markets
have been on the rise, buoyed by reports that
Omicron is less severe than Delta (variant) and
may not impact the US economy as much as
feared,” wrote OANDA market analyst Kenny
Fisher. There is, however, a “belief that
Omicron is going to be a nuisance but not a
dire strait for the global economy — at least
not for long,” said Briefing.com analyst Patrick
O’Hare. Wall Street stocks enjoyed another
strong round, with major indices winning at
least one percent and the S&P 500 powering
to a second straight record.

Monday opened the historically strong sev-
en-day post-Christmas stretch known on trad-
ing floors as the “Santa Claus rally,” a period of
low trading volumes and light news flow that
usually sees stocks drift higher.

Frankfurt’s DAX index was up 0.6 percent
in lunchtime trading while the Paris CAC 40
was 0.4 percent higher after hitting a new
record earlier in the day. London was closed
for a holiday. This followed strong gains on
Wall Street on Monday, as the S&P 500 pow-
ered ahead 1.4 percent to a second straight
record while the Dow and Nasdaq added at
least one percent.

It was the start of a historically strong sev-
en-day post-Christmas stretch known on trad-
ing floors as the “Santa Claus rally”: a period
of low trading volumes and light news flow that
usually sees stocks drift higher.

The optimistic risk-on appetite carried over
to Asia, with Tokyo leading the charge to close
1.4 percent higher while Singapore, Seoul,
Jakarta and Kuala Lumpur were all well into
positive territory. “Investors were comfortably
buying back shares after watching US rallies,”
said Yoshihiro Okumura of Chibagin Asset
Management.  “Although investors are con-
cerned about Omicron, they are also expecting
an economic recovery next year,” Okumura said.

Shanghai recovered from early losses to
end 0.4 percent higher while Hong Kong
closed up 0.2 percent in a see-saw session
as Macau casino stocks fell sharply after
the gaming enclave reported i ts  f i rs t
Omicron case — AFP. 

• Company offers welcome gift of extra 100 GBs free
for a limited time. 

• Double and triple benefits upon auto-renewal. 
• Customers can carry over unused benefits to fol-

lowing month.  

Zain first operator in Kuwait to launch 
5G network for prepaid customers 

eeZee subscribers can now enjoy nation’s biggest and most powerful 5G network 

PARIS: The world economy woke up
from its pandemic-induced coma in
2021, but between the Omicron variant
causing renewed disruptions and per-
sistent inflation pushing central banks
to pump the brakes, the outlook is
uncertain.

Here is a look at the state of the
global economy:

Uneven recovery 
Countries have posted impressive

growth figures as they clawed their
way out of the depths of the 2020
COVID-induced recession, but some
are faring better than others as wealth-
ier countries have had better access to
vaccines. The United States has over-
come its worst downturn since the
Great Depression while the eurozone’s
economy could return to pre-pandem-
ic levels by the end of the year.

But the rapid spread of the Omicron
variant has prompted many countries
to reimpose restrictions that are likely
to hurt the travel and leisure sectors
first and foremost. With a single-digit
vaccination rate, the economy of sub-
Saharan Africa will grow at a slower
click, according to the International
Monetary Fund. Most emerging and
developing countries should remain far
behind their pre-pandemic forecasts
by 2024, the IMF says.

Central banks in Brazil, Russia and
South Korea have raised interest rates
to combat rising inflation, a move that
could rein in growth. China, the world’s
second-biggest economy and a driver
of global growth, is facing a slew of
risks: New coronavirus cases, an ener-
gy crunch and fears over the debt cri-
sis at real estate giant Evergrande.

Inflation soars 
Inflation has accelerated to multi-

year highs around the world, as con-
sumers returned with a vengeance and
industries faced shortages. Prices have
soared across the board, with oil, natu-
ral gas and raw materials such as
wood, copper and steel going through
the roof.

“The biggest surprise of 2021 has
been the goods-led inflation surge,”
Goldman Sachs analysts wrote in a
2022 outlook. Central banks insisted
for months that the inflationary pres-
sure is a temporary consequence of
economic activity returning to normal
this year after it came to a halt when
the pandemic erupted in 2020. That
changed in December, and the US Fed
is now moving to quickly halt its pan-
demic support measures and expects
to raise interest rates twice in 2022.

Stock markets have hit new record
highs this year, and were overall reas-

sured central banks are shifting to
focus on keeping a lid on inflation.
“The question is whether we really are
at the end of the crisis,” said Roel
Beetsma professor of macroeconomics
at the University of Amsterdam. The
IMF still forecasts 4.9 percent growth
next year.

Widespread shortages 
Industries have struggled to keep

up with a surge in demand from con-
sumers. Global trade has been disrupt-
ed by insufficient shipping containers,
congestion at ports and labor short-

ages. One key component that is hard
to come by these days is semiconduc-
tors, chips used in everything from
phones to video game consoles to the
electronic systems of cars.

The shortage has been so bad that
several automakers have had to tem-
porarily halt production at some facto-
ries. Labor shortages have added to the
problem as truck drivers, port workers
and cashiers have not returned to work
following lockdowns. Despite the diffi-
culties, the IMF expects the world
economy to grow by a healthy 4.9 per-
cent next year. — AFP

Global economy rebounds, 
but for how long?

HONG KONG: An aerial view shows a shopping mall shaped like a ship amid
residential buildings in Hong Kong. The world economy woke up from its pan-
demic-induced coma in 2021, but between the Omicron variant causing
renewed disruptions and persistent inflation pushing central banks to pump
the brakes, the outlook is uncertain. —AFP

Russian gas
supplies to
Europe under
scrutiny
BERLIN: With the arrival of winter in
Europe and energy prices soaring,
tensions are running high over the
provision of gas from Russia-especial-
ly through the Yamal-Europe pipeline
that runs through Poland and Belarus.

But the Yamal pipeline is just one
part of a complex gas infrastructure
network shaped not only by energy
needs but also wider economic inter-
ests and politics, including strife
between Russia and Ukraine. The
pipeline, opened in 1994, runs over
2,000 kilometers (1,242 miles) to
Germany from the city of Torjok in
central Russia, transiting through
Belarus and Poland.

It delivers 30 billion cubic meters
of gas to Europe each year, making it
one of the most important vehicles for
the provision of Russian gas to the

continent. Russia sells Germany gas at
a cheaper rate than it does to Poland,
in part to make up for the higher tran-
sit fees through the longer delivery
distance.

But this means that it is more cost
efficient for Poland to buy Russian gas
from Germany. Some of the gas sold
by German traders to Poland flows
directly into Polish territory, or if that
is not sufficient, the pipeline can also

operate in reverse to send more to
Germany’s eastern neighbor.

Since December 21, the pipeline
has been operating in reverse, with
gas flowing east back into Poland
from the German border, according to
data from management company
Gascade seen by AFP. This means that
over the last days, Germany itself has
not been receiving gas via Yamal.
Meanwhile, Russian gas continues to

flow to Europe through other major
pipelines such as Nord Stream I and
TurkStream. It is not unusual for the
Yamal pipeline to operate in reverse
for short periods, but this latest
about-turn comes against a backdrop
of political tension over fears that
Russia may invade Ukraine.

Political pressure 
In Germany, the government has

said that in the event of any “escala-
tion”, it will put the brakes on another
gas pipeline, Nord Stream 2, which is
still awaiting the green light from the
authorities. Some European states,
such as Poland and Ukraine, have
accused Moscow and Russian energy
company Gazprom of cutting gas
supplies to Europe to exert political
pressure over these tensions.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
has said the change in gas flow
through the Yamal pipeline is purely
down to fluctuating orders and denied
any political motive. Gazprom, for its
part, has called accusations that it is
failing to deliver enough gas to
Europe “absolutely groundless and
unacceptable” and blamed Germany
for dipping into its reserves to supply
neighboring Poland. — AFP 

Gazprom has called accusations that it is failing to deliver enough gas to
Europe “absolutely groundless and unacceptable” and blamed Germany for
dipping into its reserves to supply neighboring Poland.



In euro waiting 
room, Bulgarians 
split about joining
SOFIA: Bulgaria could join the eurozone in 2024,
but the EU’s poorest nation is divided over the
prospect of ditching its national currency and join-
ing the single European currency club.

Krasimir Atanasov, a 37-year-old tennis instruc-
tor waiting in line at a currency exchange office in
the Bulgarian capital Sofia, is keen on the change.
Like millions of his compatriots, he has emigrated
abroad-in his case to Finland-and wants Bulgaria to
“be like other European countries” and use the
euro. However, 58-year-old Valeria Petrova, who
describes herself as a “nationalist”, says she wants
to “keep the lev”, Bulgaria’s national currency.

She worries the country could one day find itself
in the shoes of Greece, which had to implement
painful structural reforms in return for aid during a
debt crisis that threatened its eurozone member-
ship. Another man next to her in the queue says he
fears the euro would mean higher prices-a worry
many Europeans had when 12 countries began to
use the currency on January 1, 2002.

Even one of the country’s associations of tour
operators, the ABTTA, says that while the single
currency would ease doing business for the sector,
it worries about a possible “reduction in purchasing
power” by Bulgarians.

Straitjacket 
Bulgaria joined the EU in 2007. Last year the

country joined the European banking union and an
exchange rate mechanism in which a candidate
country has to spend a minimum of two years

before being admitted to the eurozone. The planned
exchange rate for accession is 1.95583 lev to the
euro-the same value the currency has had since the
eurozone was set up in 1999.

The new government sworn in earlier this month
after a year of political gridlock has promised to
take “all the steps necessary to join the eurozone”.
Finance Minister Assen Vassilev has called for
“broad public debate” in order to convince the
skeptics.

Asked whether the target date of 2024 for entry
was realistic, Vassilev told AFP in a November inter-
view: “It’s going to take some work, but I think it’s
doable.” With the exception of the Socialist party,
“there is a relative consensus” across the political
spectrum in support of eurozone entry, said econo-
mist Ruslan Stefanov from the Centre for the Study
of Democracy (CSD).

But many Bulgarians are fearful of price rises as
they still remember the 1996-97 economic crisis
when 14 banks went bust and inflation surged to
over 300 percent.

Under pressure from the International Monetary
Fund, Bulgaria instituted an independent currency
board which fixed the exchange rate for the lev to
the euro. Currency boards are the most rigorous
option as they issue local currency when there is
foreign currency to back it up, thus constraining a
government’s ability to print money and borrow
excessively.

Seen by some as a straightjacket for government
policy, the currency board drove down inflation and
has helped successive Bulgarian governments keep
finances in check. The country has one of the lowest
public debt burdens in the EU at roughly 24 percent
of gross domestic product.

When Bulgaria joins the euro, some of those
guard-rails offered by the currency board will dis-
appear and the country will likely be able to borrow
at cheaper rates, which worries some policymakers.

Vassilev says he is in favor of putting another
mechanism in place to avoid “the country falling
into a debt spiral”.

Danger of ‘backfiring’ 
As well as the possible pitfalls at home, Vassilev

is aware that there may be a “lack of political will”
from other member states with regard to Bulgaria’s
entry. Despite being the poorest EU member, the
nation of just under seven million people fulfils the
macroeconomic conditions for entry to the euro.

It is the high level of corruption in Bulgaria which
worries its EU partners.

A European source pointed to “questions out
there on Bulgaria and the systems that they have in
place” to fight ills such as money-laundering and
corruption. Putting an end to exactly those sorts of
practices is at the heart of the program of the new
government, but it has some way to go before con-
vincing the EU it is ready. Brussels has to be sure
that Bulgaria’s accession is “not going to backfire
somehow”, the source said. —AFP

SOFIA: This photograph taken on December 17, 2021,
shows a queue in front of an exchange office in
Sofia. —AFP
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20 years on, dreams 
of euro rivaling 
dollar persist
BRUSSELS: When 12 countries adopted the euro
two decades ago, French president Jacques Chirac
hailed a Europe that was “affirming its identity and
its power”. To the euro’s most starry-eyed promot-
ers, the currency was not only a leap of faith into
European unity, but set up a rivalry with the United
States and its powerful dollar.

Dollar is (still) boss 
But 20 years later, there is no question that the

dollar still reigns supreme. When the spread of the
coronavirus shut down the world economy, the dol-
lar’s value jumped as investors poured into the safe-
ty of the world’s de facto global currency. More
than $2.1 trillion are now in circulation, and about
60 percent of foreign-exchange reserves parked in
central banks are denominated in dollars.

The euro’s share is about 20 percent, according
to the European Central Bank.

But even if it poses no direct threat to the hege-
mony of the greenback, Europe’s single currency
has been a respectable runner-up since it began
circulating on January 1, 2002.

Bundesbank model 
The single European currency is the child of a

painful compromise between France and Germany,
with Berlin abandoning its cherished deutschmark
in return for Paris’s backing of German reunification
after the fall of the Berlin wall. In the early days, the
rules the European Central Bank placed on the euro
took on a distinct German character in which stabil-
ity-and stamping out inflation-was the only priority.

Making the euro a leading international currency
“may have been the French view, but certainly not
that of the German public,” said Guntram Wolff,
director of Bruegel, a Brussels-based economic think
tank. “When the ECB started operating, it was very
much following the Bundesbank model, meaning
being basically neutral on that question,” Wolff said.

In any case, the dream crashed against the rocks
of the eurozone debt crisis. On its 10th birthday, the
euro was fighting for its survival.

Trump attack 
The idea of promoting the euro as a tool of pow-

er made its comeback with Donald Trump in the
White House. When Trump ditched the nuclear deal
with Tehran, European companies that had rushed
to invest in Iran found themselves under threat of
US retribution.

The EU scrambled to set up a legal work-around
to keep European firms out of Washington’s
crosshairs, but the effort failed as companies shud-
dered at the costs of defying the United States and
the long reach of the US dollar. Stung, EU leaders
ordered the European Commission to work on ways
to counter this weaponization of the dollar. The
commission in January came out with some ideas,
but not a legislative proposal. —AFP

KUWAIT: Rounding off an eventful 2021, which saw
Boursa Kuwait excel across all facets of its operations,
the company has won five acclaimed international
awards in recognition of its efforts to develop a more
transparent and solvent capital market. The awards
celebrated the company’s outstanding contributions to
the Kuwaiti capital market, marked investor relations
performance, and remarkable support to the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Boursa Kuwait was also voted the sustainable stock
exchange of the year in the Middle East and North
Africa (MENA), in addition to being honored for its
endeavors to cultivate a culture of learning in the
organization. The awards reflect Boursa Kuwait’s com-
mitment to operational excellence and its role in devel-
oping a strong and efficient financial market with liq-
uidity and transparency that effectively brings together
issuers and investors enabling them to seize investment
opportunities and capture high returns on investment.
Throughout the past year, the company continued to
strive to create a robust capital market that sets new
benchmarks in the region and is attractive to investors
worldwide.

In commemoration of these awards, Boursa
Kuwait’s Chief Executive Officer Mohammad Saud Al-
Osaimi said, “Boursa Kuwait continues to blaze a path
towards a progressive operation, responsible for driv-
ing engagement, growth and innovation in the Kuwaiti
capital market in an effort to transform it into a world-
class, attractive investment destination for international
investors. The awards we won this year are a confirma-
tion of our efforts, evidence of the progressive mile-
stones we have achieved. The awards will also motivate
us to aspire to even more accomplishments in the
future. We look forward to providing market partici-
pants and those interested in listing even more invest-
ment products and solutions to further develop the
market and elevate its status.”

Sustainable Stock Exchange of the Year - MENA 2021
Boursa Kuwait was awarded Sustainable Stock

Exchange of the Year in the Middle East and North
Africa by Pan Finance Magazine, a print and online
journal providing worldwide intelligence on finance,
economics, and global commerce.

The Pan Finance team announced the nomination on
their website, commending Boursa Kuwait’s commit-
ment to corporate sustainability for itself and the
Kuwaiti capital market. It is worth noting that the com-

pany published an ESG disclosure that aims to support
listed companies to report on Environmental, Social,
and Governance (ESG) issues, and to meet the growing
needs of various stakeholders, including investors, cus-
tomers, suppliers, and regulators for transparent and
regular information. 

The guide includes recommended sustainability
metrics and a set of indicators that assist market par-
ticipants understand where they currently stand as
well as how to improve and set future goals.
Furthermore, the recommended sustainability metrics
include indicators that are simultaneously correspon-
ding with the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI),
and the pillars of Kuwait’s 2035 Vision.

Armed with its ESG readiness and its well-thought-
out Corporate Sustainability strategy, Boursa Kuwait
has remained at the forefront of the efforts to promote
environmentally conscious business practices in
Kuwait’s capital market, which has been witnessing
growth in the adoption of Corporate Sustainability and
an increasing inclination towards sustainable and cli-
mate-integrated investments.

Boursa Kuwait aims to build on its success in sus-
tainability in the coming years and plans to publish its
first ESG report in 2022, highlighting the company’s
accomplishments in Corporate Sustainability as well
as outlining its strategy for ESG reporting and imple-
mentation. 

Outstanding Contribution to Capital Market
Development - Kuwait 2021

Boursa Kuwait was awarded by Global Business
Outlook Magazine for its “Outstanding Contribution to
Capital Market Development” in 2021. Global Business
Outlook Awards seek to recognize and reward excel-
lence in businesses around the world and are designed
to facilitate the outstanding work of businesses and
business leaders across industries. 

In 2021, Boursa Kuwait continued its role as the
crown jewel of development in the capital market
apparatus, facilitating the listing of three companies
into its Main Market and introducing Tradable Rights
Issues, which are tradable or waivable Securities that
grant its owner priority to subscribe in an Issuer’s
share capital increase pro rata to the number of
Securities he owns in the Issuer’s share capital. 

The company intends to build on this success and
continue on its strategy to create an attractive invest-

ment environment. It has implemented many steps to
keep pace with international practices and standards,
forging ahead towards a bright future in which Kuwait
is a regional and global investment destination.

Best Investor Relations Company - Kuwait 2021
Boursa Kuwait was awarded “Best Investor

Relations Company” by Global Banking & Finance
Review, a leading online and print magazine for
informative and independent news within the financial
community. 

Since their inception in 2011, the Global Banking
and Finance Review Awards reflect the innovation,
achievement, strategy, progressive and inspirational
changes taking place within the global financial com-
munity and were created to recognize companies
which are prominent in particular areas of expertise
and excellence within the financial world. As an organ-
ization that strives to advance a sustainable capital
markets ecosystem in Kuwait, Boursa Kuwait has long
recognized the importance of the IR function to estab-
lish and maintain meaningful relationships between the
various capital market participants, which include list-
ed companies, institutional investors, private investors,
analysts, and the general public. The company has
undertaken several initiatives to raise awareness of the
many benefits of a robust IR function among business-
es in Kuwait and has intensified efforts to promote IR
practices in response to the growth of the issuer and
depth of investor base that came as a result of its
extensive market developments and plans.

Best Culture of Learning 2021
Boursa Kuwait was awarded “Best Culture of

Learning” for employers below 500 employees within
the Middle East Region 2021 by LinkedIn, the world’s
largest professional network with nearly 800 million
members in more than 200 countries and territories
worldwide.  In line with its commitment to continue to
develop the knowledge and skills of its workforce
despite the unique circumstances of this year, Boursa
Kuwait continued its partnership with LinkedIn
Learning in 2021 to provide access to a wide range of
virtual training programs. All Boursa Kuwait employees
were assigned specific training programs, based on
their unique job profile and technical competences,
which were tracked towards their training KPI. In total,
2707 hours of training was conducted through this
innovative learning channel during the year. 

The company intends to
build on this success by con-
tinuing to leverage LinkedIn
Learning to enhance the
knowledge, skills and com-
petencies of its workforce
moving forward, making an
investment in its greatest
asset: its people.  Second
Place in the Best Annual
Report - Print Category for
Small Cap Companies -
Middle East 2021

Boursa Kuwait’s 2020
Annual Report was voted
second best annual report
in the print category for
Small Cap Companies in the Middle East by the
Middle East Investor Relations Association (MEIRA),
an independent, non-profit organization dedicated to
promoting the Investor Relations (IR) profession and
international standards in corporate governance whose
mission is to enhance the reputation, efficiency, and
attractiveness of the Middle East capital markets.

Boursa Kuwait’s ongoing partnership with MEIRA
seeks to promote IR best practices and international
standards in corporate governance in the Kuwaiti cap-
ital market.

Since it was established by the Capital Markets
Authority to take over the responsibilities of the
Kuwait Stock Exchange in 2014, Boursa Kuwait has
worked diligently to build a progressive exchange
platform based on efficiency and transparency, with a
view to creating long-term value for the company’s
stakeholders in the economic, social and environmental
dimensions.

Guided by a mission-driven strategy that focuses
on developing the market in line with international
standards, Boursa Kuwait has successfully introduced
innovative investment tools, reinforced transparency,
and restructured the market to increase its competi-
tiveness and liquidity. The company’s market develop-
ments and enhancements have contributed to the
reclassification of the Kuwaiti capital market to
“Emerging Market” status in the world’s top three
indices, strengthening Kuwait’s position as a leading
financial center in the region. A self-listed exchange,
Boursa Kuwait is the first government entity in the
country to successfully undergo privatization. 

Awards in recognition of the company’s remarkable efforts

Boursa Kuwait caps off a successful 
2021 with five prestigious awards

Huawei releases 
all-new stylish 
FreeBuds 
lipstick in Kuwait
KUWAIT: Huawei Consumer Business Group
(CBG) has announced the launch of the Huawei
FreeBuds Lipstick yesterday. The new stylish ear-
buds perfectly combine luxury design with cutting-
edge technology, providing consumers with a pair
of earphones that offer both a stunning appearance
and excellent audio quality.

The Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick is available with
black and gold charging case and glossy red ear-
buds in Kuwait on 27th December 2021 starting at
a price of KD 69.900.

A trend-setting unique lipstick design  
The Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick is also compat-

ible with different operating systems, including
Android and iOS. Users can download the
Huawei AI Life app to adjust settings or perform
various controls such as wear detection, quick
control, status query, noise cancellation and
device management. 

The Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick is designed by
talents from various fields, including global luxury,
fashion, automotive, and digital and brand strategy
industries at Huawei’s Paris Aesthetics Research
Centre. Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick reinterprets the
nobility and luxury with a gorgeous stainless-steel
body. The design processes used for it also pay
tribute to the harmony and elegance with the
rounded arcs and fine line processing. 

Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick’s luxury-grade stain-
less-steel charging case is corrosion and wear-
resistant and is built using over 30 intricate
processes to produce a surface as smooth as a mir-
ror. The charging case also features a magnetic
design, which has a unique “click” sound. 

Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick comes in a glamorous
colourway - a combination of black, gold and red.
These classic colours are a tribute to the classic
lipstick, with black representing mystery, gold sym-
bolizing luxury, and red expressing enthusiasm and
charm.

Smart assistant with comfort ANC and out-
standing audio performance

Huawei FreeBuds Lipstick inherits Huawei’s
industry-leading open-fit design based on the
ergonomic simulation conducted using 10,000+
human ear models and the extensive stress simula-
tion test on eight parts of the ear. Hence, the design
helps the earphones to provide ultimate comfort
while wearing.

Mohammad Saud 
Al-Osaimi
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has affirmed its commitment to
abolishing all kinds of gender discrimination
between its employees, with the promise of full gen-
der equality between female and male employees in
terms of employment benefits, thereby consolidat-
ing the Bank’s position as a leading institution in
Kuwait. As the first bank in Kuwait to implement
this decision, Gulf Bank’s latest announcement
comes as part of the Bank’s commitment to the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), and as part of Gulf Bank’s 2025 Strategy, of
which a primary pillar focuses on achieving social
sustainability at the internal and external levels.

The Chairman of the Board of Gulf Bank, Jassim
Mustafa Boodai, commented, “With this decision,
Gulf Bank is fulfilling its commitment to female
empowerment, as stipulated within the principles of
the United Nations, of which Gulf Bank was one of
the primary signatories in Kuwait in 2019.”

Boodai remarked that Gulf Bank prioritized this
pledge as part of its business strategy and in accor-
dance with the fifth principle of the United Nations’
SDGs, which aim to promote gender equality and
female empowerment in the workplace and society.
Gulf Bank’s commitment to sustainability and gen-
der equality were also recently detailed in the
Bank’s recent launch of its first sustainability report
for the year 2020.

Boodai added, “Our employees are a source of

great pride at Gulf Bank. We firmly believe that
establishing a fair work environment - in which
women are supported and empowered - will
achieve more success for the Bank, establish a
healthier work culture for all, and will enhance Gulf
Bank’s position as the employer of choice in the
Kuwaiti financial sector.”

On her part, Gulf Bank’s General Manager of
Human Resources, Salma Al-Hajjaj, said, “We would
like to congratulate the Bank’s female employees for
obtaining the same benefits that their male counter-
parts enjoy, for both themselves and their families.”
Al-Hajjaj expressed her thanks to the Bank’s Board
of Directors, which has consistently strived to
enhance Gulf Bank’s workplace and promote fair-
ness and equality. Al-Hajjaj pointed out that female
empowerment and gender equality in the workplace
require serious and specific policies, having evolved
from ambition and hope to a tangible reality at Gulf
Bank. Al-Hajjaj also noted that the financial cost of
the decision did not stand in the way of the Board
of Directors and the executive management’s deci-
sion to implement gender equality for its employees,
granting equal employment benefits to all.

She affirmed the Bank’s keenness to empower
women, whether through employment or in sup-
porting women’s career paths in pursuit of higher
leadership positions. Women currently make up
over 40% of the Bank’s total employees, with 30%

of leadership roles at the Bank also held by women.
She explained that the decision to achieve gen-

der equality in employment benefits extends far
beyond financial raises. Gender equality increases
the demand for female talent in the Bank and con-
tributes to the rise of female talent in the banking
sector and the national economy.

Al-Hajjaj added that female empowerment in the
workplace also increases the caliber of talent and
expertise within the Bank, including those of their
male colleagues. Female empowerment also helps all
employees build on ideas and create positive com-
petition in pursuit of leadership positions. In turn, all
of these efforts support the Bank’s ability to make
decisions that contribute to achieving its strategic
plans and desired goals. Al-Hajjaj concluded by
saying, “Our employees are at the heart of our suc-
cess at Gulf Bank, and it is because of them that we
are constantly working to enhance the culture we
enjoy in our workplace - a culture which is based
on justice, equality, employee engagement, and
career advancement. We firmly believe that all of
these efforts and more will help us to maintain Gulf
Bank’s position as the employer of choice for both
employees and job seekers everywhere.”

Gulf Bank’s vision is to be the leading Kuwaiti
Bank of the Future. The Bank is constantly engaging
and empowering its employees as part of an inclu-
sive and diversified workplace in recognition of

every employee’s role in delivering customer excel-
lence and serving the community at large. With its
extensive network of branches and innovative digi-
tal services, Gulf Bank is able to give its customers
the choice of how and where to conduct their bank-
ing transactions, all while ensuring a simple and
seamless banking experience. Gulf Bank is commit-
ted to maintaining a robust sustainability program
at the community, economic, and environmental lev-
els through sustainability initiatives that are strate-
gically selected to benefit both the country and the
Bank. Gulf Bank supports Kuwait Vision 2035 “New
Kuwait” and works with the different relevant par-
ties to achieve it.

Burgan Bank rewards 
clients with ‘Burgan 
Instant Rewards’ 
KUWAIT: Burgan
Bank announced the
launch of its Burgan
Instant Rewards pro-
gram for all eligible
credit cardholders, in a
move to further reward
customers and offer
them maximum benefit
and added value on
their cards. Under the
umbrella of this pro-
gram, and upon using
their Burgan Bank
credit cards to make purchases, customers will
benefit from instant and exclusive discounts at a
wide range of partner brands and retail outlets;
offering customers a comprehensive selection of
products and services that meet their needs and
are perfectly fitted to their lifestyles and tastes.
These include shopping outlets, retail stores,
hotels and resorts, restaurants, automotive
brands, entertainment destinations, as well as
health and fitness clubs. The Burgan Instant
Rewards program is available on all Burgan Bank
Credit Cards.

On the occasion, Head of Cards at Burgan
Bank, Saket Jajoo, commented: “Burgan Bank is
keen on implementing an ongoing customer
engagement strategy, especially since we perceive
our clients as real partners in the Bank’s success
and growth. That is why we continue to design
and launch solutions that deliver a seamless expe-
rience and bolster our product offering with
added value benefits and exceptional features.”

Jajoo added that the Instant Rewards facility
seeks to further elevate the Burgan Rewards pro-
gram which features a series of great benefits and
incentives for all Burgan Bank cardholders, includ-
ing instant discounts applied at a wide range of
point-of-sale transactions, and reward points or
miles customers collected with every transaction
made. He stressed that the Bank is continuing to
offer robust incentive campaigns and unique fea-
tures based on the Bank’s loyalty exchange strate-
gy with its clients.

Concluding his statement, Jajoo noted that
Burgan Bank offers a wide range of credit card
options that guarantee exclusive features and
excellent comprehensive banking services that
meet the customer’s banking needs, enrich their
way of living and add another level of luxury
experiences, all whilst conforming with the highest
international standards. 

Boodai:  Female empowerment will result in more success for the bank

Gulf Bank first bank in Kuwait to enact 
gender equality in employment benefits

KUWAIT: Emirates Motor Company (EMC), the
authorized general distributor for Mercedes-Benz in
the emirate of Abu Dhabi, hosted the special edition
of the AMG Performance Tour this year, the ‘Gold
Edition,’ in commemoration of the UAE’s 50th
anniversary. The AMG Performance Tour is a compli-
mentary experiential customer program that has
been around for several years. It gives EMC the
opportunity to invite guests to drive exceptional cars
from the Mercedes-AMG fleet - including compact,
sedan and SUV models. The experience also enables
potential and current customers an opportunity to
drive the world-renowned racetrack on Yas Island
that hosts the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix. 

Offering the highest level of performance, incredi-
ble handling, and great stability, AMG vehicles take
car lovers to entirely new heights of power, dynamics,
and engineering, not just in speed and performance,
but across every single component in the vehicle’s
build. Each step of the design process is meant to
enhance the driving experience and create a bond

between man and machine that is second to none.
The theme of this year’s tour, and indeed the

name, ‘AMG Performance Tour Gold Edition’, is in
honor of the UAE’s landmark 50th anniversary cele-
bration. The launch of the Performance Tour saw
guests walking through a ‘50 year’ tunnel, which took
them on a journey through time, showcasing key
milestones for both Abu Dhabi and the evolution of
AMG over the last 50 years. A printed floor installa-
tion, with gold track lines, led the guests into the
event space. Guests felt the celebratory 50th-
anniversary spirit through all the details of the event.

The participants were split into three groups; one
group was escorted to the track to start the Slalom;
the second one experienced Lead and Follow and, the
third group attempted the Obstacle Course. The
groups then switched, so everyone got to experience
each challenge.

Mohammad Ghazi Al-Momani, General Manager
of Emirates Motor Company, said: “The AMG
Performance Tour is an event that EMC organizes

each year to connect more closely with current and
potential customers who seek the thrill of perform-
ance driving and the unmatched exclusivity that is
associated with AMG. The event has always attracted
ardent performance car enthusiasts.” He added “We
enjoyed every moment together with our customers,
and having our global partner IWC Schaffhausen
participate in the event for the first time added a
valuable attraction to this year’s tour with the various
exciting activities they had prepared for our guests.”

“One of the reasons we work so well together
with Mercedes-AMG is because our DNA is aligned
- we share a common passion for performance, engi-
neering and crafstmanship. We already enjoy a very
fruitful partnership with Mercedes-AMG and are
now pleased to have the same with Emirates Motor
Company, the authorised distributor for Mercedes-
Benz. Our co-operation started with this event, and
we are looking forward to taking part in many more
in the future,” said Mehdi Rajan, Brand Director IWC
Middle East, India & Africa.  

Jassim Mustafa Boodai Salma Al-Hajjaj

Saket Jajoo

EMC marks UAE’s 50th year with 
AMG tour gold edition at Yas Island

AMG drive fleet AMG drive fleet

KIB nabs ‘Best Banking 
Vision’ and ‘Best Sharia 
Compliant Bank’ awards
KUWAIT: In recognition of the Bank’s ongoing contri-
bution and active role in the development of the Islamic
banking sector, Capital Finance International (CFI)
magazine recently honored Kuwait International Bank
(KIB) with its “Best Banking Vision - MENA 2021”
award, in addition to naming it as the “Best Sharia
Compliant Bank - MENA 2021” for the seventh year in
a row. This came as part of the international magazine’s
annual industry awards program.

Among the notable banking and financial institutions
that were shortlisted, KIB succeeded in nabbing both
awards, after the judging panel - supported by the CFI
research team - unanimously selected the Bank for the
titles, for having met and excelled within the set criteria.
Some of the factors considered included: the strength
of nominations, value creation and innovation, customer
service level, corporate governance and executive lead-
ership, use of technology, regulatory compliance and

risk management practices.
Other key criteria included
KIB’s financial stability and
performance, in addition to
its active role when it
comes to social responsi-
bility and environmental
sustainability.

On the Bank winning
the “Best Banking Vision -
MENA” title from CFI for
the first time, Vice
Chairman and CEO of KIB,
Raed Jawad Bukhamseen,
commented: “Earning this
award at this particular time testifies to the success of
our integrated strategy and visionary approach, which
has been built on the core principles of adoption, adap-
tation and flexibility. The award also recognizes KIB’s
outstanding performance in risk management, as well as
its insightful vision and expertise in seizing opportuni-
ties in the market during times of crises and capitalizing
on them; whether that pertains to developing services
and products, providing the latest digital solutions and
financial technology, or inclusively expanding the scope

of our social program”.
Bukhamseen also

highlighted the fact that
CFI continues to name
KIB as “Best Sharia
Compliant Bank - MENA”
year after year, a testa-
ment to the Bank’s ability
to maintain its strong
position, leadership status
and growth potential

within the Islamic banking sector across the region. He
noted that the Bank continues to provide a comprehen-
sive and advanced banking and financing experience,
that is first and foremost Sharia-compliant, in line with
the highest international industry standards.

It serves to note that CFI is one of the most promi-
nent London-based media platforms, specializing in
international business, economics, and finance news
coverage and analysis. CFI’s awards program stands
as one of the largest international forums to evaluate
and honor individuals and institutions who have con-
tributed to providing the highest standards of innova-
tion and excellence in the economic and financial sec-
tor worldwide.

Bader Al-Nesef wins
KD 10,000 in ABK’s
Alfouz weekly draw
KUWAIT: Al-Ahli  Bank of Kuwait (ABK)
announced Bader Ghassan Al-Nesef as the winner
of KD 10,000 in the Alfouz weekly draw. The draw
was held under the supervision of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry and announced live on
Q8 Pulse Station FM88.8 on Monday 27th
December 2021.

The Alfouz draw account offers ABK customers
the chance to win life-changing rewards. With
Alfouz, ABK customers will get a chance to win KD
10,000 in Kuwait’s highest single weekly draw and
the ultimate grand prize of KD 5,000 monthly addi-
tional income for 10 years. Both new and existing
ABK customers can benefit from this opportunity,
with a minimum account balance of KD 100 only.

The next draw winner announcement will be on
Monday, 10th January 2022. 

Raed Jawad
Bukhamseen
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The first edition of Action Comics - which fea-
tured the iconic superhero lifting up a car on
its cover - was bought for the equivalent of

£1.50 back in 1938 but there are now believed to be
just 77 surviving copies from its 200,000 print run.
A Heritage auctions spokesperson commented: “It’s
the best copy of Action Comics No 1 we have ever
offered and already the most valuable by far. “It is
the book in which Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster
introduced readers to Clark Kent and Lois Lane and
ushered in the era of the Superhero.” Meanwhile,
the auction house’s senior vice president Ed Jaster
described the item as a “truly unique find”. Another
copy of Action Comics No 1 was sold for a record
£2.4 million ($3.25 million) in April this year.
Meanwhile, live bidding for the current item - which
is said to be in fantastic condition - has already hit
£1.1 million ($1.5 million), and the Dallas, Texas sale
is running until January 13.

The legendary musician - who was born in Chicago,
Illinois and grew up in South Jersey but adopted the
city as her home - received the special honor this

week just before her 75th birthday on Thursday as outgo-
ing mayor Bill De Blasio praised her for “an authenticity
that you just don’t find [in] that many other places”. In his
speech, he said: “Some have called Patti Smith the god-
mother of punk... [and] I think it’s a fair phrase because
she inspired so many people, helped shape a whole artistic
movement, and in many ways a political movement as well.
“Her work as a musician, as a singer, as a lyricist, as an
activist - so many elements influenced so many people
and showed people a way. In her own speech, Patti reflect-
ed on moving to New York from a “rural, rural area of
South Jersey” in 1967 and admitted she had “just a few
dollars”, nowhere to stay and “no real prospects”. She
added: “I wish I could give New York City the key to me,
because that’s how I feel about our city. “With all its chal-
lenges and difficulties, it remains - and I’m quite a traveler
- the most diverse city, to me, in the world.”

The 44-year-old rapper - who has spent $4.5 million on the property in
Hidden Hills California - is going through a divorce with the reality star, but
he has moved nearby to make sure he’s close to his family. An insider told

PEOPLE magazine: “Kanye’s new house is a teardown. He only bought it for the
location. It’s near Kim and the kids. “He has a vision for the house and plans on
starting construction ASAP. It will be family-friendly. “He wants to be able to have
the kids over as much as possible. Living only in Malibu was making visits more
tricky for Kanye.” The star - who has kids North, eight, Saint, six, Chicago, three,
and son Psalm, two, with Kim - is said to have “jumped at the idea” of the buying
the property. Another source added: “When he realized he could buy the house
and be near his family he jumped at the idea. He wants to be close by and be there
for the kids.” Kim, 41, and Kanye previously agreed to seek joint legal custody of
the kids in their divorce, with a source explaining: “[Kim] wants Kanye to be a big
part of the kids’ lives. He] will be invited to all holidays and family celebrations.”

The former Eternal star wants Charley, 17, and 13-year-old Beau - who she has
with ex-husband Jamie Redknapp - to still feel the holiday is “special”, so will
put in as much effort as possible to make the festive season warm and wel-

coming for them. Discussing her Christmas plans, she said: “Just family time at
Christmas, it’s always about family. Just taking time out for a relaxing family time.
“It’s nice to know that we can be with our family and close friends [this year] and
Christmas for me is just a lovely time to be at home and do things that you don’t get
to do all the way through the year, so over Christmas you kind of feel you like you
should. “But I’ve been doing my boys’ stockings! Even though they’re getting older
I try to make it as special as possible for them. I like to make memories that they
can keep forever.” The 47-year-old singer - who recently completed a tour in stage
show ‘9 to 5’ - admitted it isn’t easy to find a balance between her work and family
life, but she knows she’s luckier than a lot of people because she doesn’t work long
hours all of the time.

The French luxury fashion house has
made the decision to pull the pieces
from the collaboration between the

hip-hop star and its men’s artistic director
intended for Summer 2022, out of respect
for the 10 people who tragically died from
compression asphyxia at Travis’ Astroworld
Festival last month. A statement from Dior
issued to WWD read: “Out of respect for
everyone affected by the tragic events at
Astroworld, Dior has decided to postpone
indefinitely the launch of products from the
Cactus Jack collaboration originally intend-
ed to be included in its summer 2022 col-
lection.” Compression asphyxia occurs
when respiration is prevented due to exter-
nal pressure on the body and is usually
caused by force compressing the chest and
abdomen.

The 48-year-old star - who has Beau, four,
Finn, nine, Hattie, 10, Stella, 13, and Liam, 14,
with husband Dean McDermott - revealed all

of her old size 24 jeans hang in her closet but no
longer fit. Speaking on MTV’s ‘Messyness’, she said:
“I still have all my jeans [from] when I was tiny,
before kids. “Because it breaks my heart because
they were like 24s, which will never ever fit even my
calves anymore. Like, I have five kids. So, I just keep
them, they’re like an art collection now.” Meanwhile,

the mother-of-five revealed earlier this month that
she is getting “moderate” breast implants. The for-
mer ‘90210’ star admitted her 20-year-old implants
had “expired”, and she wants her breasts to have a
“more conservative” look this time around. She said:
“[The consultant] was showing me two different
kinds and he was like ‘Do you want higher profile or
moderate profile?’ I wanted to be able to dress
sexy but I want to be able to dress conservative and
not be like, all boobs. 

The 72-year-old model insists there are
some cosmetic treatments she’d never
have - and although she’s a fan of “sub-

tle” work, she isn’t sure she could go through
with any operation because of her phobia of
needles. Twiggy told Good Housekeeping
magazine: “I’d never have fillers or Botox and I
don’t understand this obsession with huge lips.
“If I ever did anything, I’d have a very slight
facelift. I know a few people who’ve had it
done very subtly and it’s worked for them. “But
I haven’t done it yet - mainly because I’m too
scared. I hate needles or anything like that.”
Twiggy wouldn’t even get a tattoo because she
“nearly fainted” just getting her ears pierced.
Asked if she would get a tattoo, the iconic
model replied: “Oh no. When I had my ears
pierced, I nearly fainted. “I was in my early 30s
at the time and I remember the needle going in
and somebody shouting, ‘Catch her!’. “I don’t
think I’m quite cut out for a tattoo.”
Meanwhile, the fashion icon - whose real name
is Dame Lesley Lawson - has urged people to
face their insecurities head on in order to over-
come their issues and not spend too much time
obsessing in front of the mirror.

The Queen of Pop is not happy with the 29-year-old rapper’s “illegal” inter-
polation of her track, seemingly referring to the latter’s recent song ‘Pluto’s
Last Comet’ from his LP ‘Alone at Prom’.The 63-year-old music legend

commented on Lanez’s recent Instagram post: “Read your messages [f]or illegal
usage of my song get into the groove!”, suggesting she has contacted him directly
on the social media app. At the time of writing, it’s not known if the ‘Like a Virgin’
hitmaker will be making a formal complaint. Lanez has been in hot water of late.
Last month, the Canadian record producer was told he won’t be offered a plea
deal in a felony case for allegedly shooting Megan Thee Stallion. The ‘Say It’ rap-
per was accused by the ‘WAP’ hitmaker of shooting her in the foot after a party
at Kylie Jenner’s house in July 2020. The music star - whose real name is Daystar
Peterson - has been charged with felony assault. At a preliminary hearing on
December 14, it was claimed Lanez shouted “dance, b****” before shooting
Megan. Los Angeles detective Ryan Stogner told the courtroom in his testimony
that “as she exited the vehicle, she heard Peterson yelling obscenities at her, and
he stated, ‘Dance, b****!’ and he then began firing a weapon at her.”

The 38-year-old actress has honed her skills over the years thanks to her
roles in movies including the ‘Mission: Impossible’ franchise and ‘Dune’ and
she’s looking forward to reliving how she was able to “kick ass” in the years

to come. Asked how well she fights, she told the new issue of Radio Times maga-
zine: “I’m just going to go with it: extremely well. I mean, I kick ass, full stop. I
train hard. “I have an incredible ensemble of people. “What was so fun is that I
came to ‘Dune’ with the martial arts that I knew from ‘Mission’. “And this film had
a completely different relationship to the action. It’s just fun. When I’m old and I’m
lying in a bed, reminiscing about my life, these will be amazing memories.”
Rebecca has always loved “moving”, whether that was in physical sporting pur-
suits or in dancing. She said: “I’ve always moved since I was young! Climbing or
jumping. “I dive, surf and do watersports. I did street-funk, jazz, step-dance, mod-
ern and ballet. I also loved the Argentine tango. “There was something to the
dance that felt fresh and I loved the connection between two people when you
trust each other completely.
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Spanish rapper Jose Miguel Arenas Beltran, better known as ‘Valtonyc’, poses for pictures as he leaves a court in
Ghent. —AFP

Acourt in Belgium yesterday rejected a request
by Spanish authorities to extradite a fugitive
rapper sentenced to jail for allegedly praising

terrorism in his songs. Jose Miguel Arenas Beltran -
better known as “Valtonyc” - fled to Belgium in 2018
after being handed a three-and-a-half year jail term
on charges of glorifying terror, insulting the king and
making threats in his lyrics.

“Victory! After three years of legal procedures, a
detour to the European Court of Justice and to the
Belgian Constitutional Court, the Court of Appeal
rules that Valtonyc cannot be extradited,” the rapper’s
lawyer Simon Bekaert wrote on Twitter. “A good day
for music and freedom of expression.” Bekaert said
the appeals court in the city of Ghent had ruled that
the offences were not a crime under Belgian law.

The rapper, 28, said he was “finally free and hap-
py” after having been subject to regular police
checks as he battled against a European arrest war-
rant. “I’m not a terrorist and the court has proved me
right,” he said. Beltran was sentenced for lyrics in
songs published online in 2012 and 2013 at a time
when he was a little-known rapper in the Balearic

Islands. These included: “Let them be as frightened
as a police officer in the Basque Country” and “the
king has a rendezvous at the village square, with a
noose around his neck.”

The reference to the Basque Country was under-
stood as a nod to violence by ETA, the separatist
group that for decades staged attacks across Spain
that left more than 800 officials and civilians dead. His
lyrics divided opinion in Spain, with some saying they
would not land him in jail in any other democracy,
while others stress that free speech has its limits. The
case is one of a number that has sparked pressure on
the Spanish authorities to ease harsh punishments for
alleged “crimes of expression”.

Protestors clashed with police in Spain in February
over a jail term handed out to another rapper Pablo
Hasel for tweets insulting police and the monarchy.
Belgium is also at the centre of another high-profile
extradition case involving the Spanish authorities over
fugitive Catalan separatist leader Carles Puigdemont.
Puigdemont has been living in Belgium since 2017,
after fleeing Spain to avoid prosecution over a failed
Catalan bid to declare independence. —AFP

Edward O Wilson, the trailblazing US scientist,
professor and author whose study of insects and
clarion call to protect Earth earned him the nick-

name “Darwin’s natural heir,” has died at age 92. Wilson,
whose death was announced Monday by his founda-
tion, was an award-winning biologist and longtime
Harvard University research professor, considered the
world’s leading authority on ants and their behavior.

While an entomologist early in his career, he
broadened his scope immensely, studying not just
insects but the social interactions of birds, mammals
and humans, and he effectively-and controversially-
established a new field of science known as sociobi-
ology. The Alabama native was the author of hun-
dreds of scientific papers and more than 30 books,
two of which won him Pulitzer Prizes for nonfiction:
1978’s “On Human Nature,” and “The Ants” in 1990.

“Ed’s holy grail was the sheer delight of the pur-
suit of knowledge,” said Paula Ehrlich, president of
the EO Wilson Biodiversity Foundation and co-
founder of the Half-Earth Project. “A relentless syn-
thesizer of ideas, his courageous scientific focus and
poetic voice transformed our way of understanding
ourselves and our planet. “His greatest hope was
that students everywhere share his passion for dis-
covery as the ultimate scientific foundation for
future stewardship of our planet.”

Wilson, who died Sunday in Massachusetts, had
become renowned for his advances in global conser-
vation, and advised preeminent scientific and con-
servation organizations. Time magazine two decades
ago described him as having “one of the great
careers in 20th century science,” as it highlighted his
work mapping the social behavior of ants and prov-
ing their colonies communicate through a system of
chemicals known today as pheromones.

But his trailblazing work was not without contro-
versy. In much of his 1975 book “Sociobiology,” he
laid out his theory of animal behavior, which earned
high praise from fellow scientists. In the final chap-
ter, though, Wilson caused an uproar by proposing
that human behavior is largely genetically based, and
that humans acquire a predisposition to such mat-
ters as the division of labor between genders, tribal-

ism, male dominance and parental-child bonding.
But his strong reputation as a revered authority on
the natural world remained intact.

‘Intellectual giant’ 
The Oxford biologist Richard Dawkins, who has

publicly disagreed with Wilson on some subjects,
praised the late researcher on Twitter, calling him the
“greatest myrmecologist”-ant researcher-and a
“great Darwinian.” Steven Pinker, a cognitive scien-
tist at Harvard, also expressed sadness over Wilson’s
death. “A great scientist and a lovely man,” said
Pinker on Twitter. “We disagreed about some things,
but it didn’t affect his generosity and willingness to
engage.” 

In later years Wilson spoke relentlessly about the
need for environmental stewardship, warning of the

potential for chaos and ruin if humans do not change
course. “Biodiversity (is) being eroded at an acceler-
ating rate by human activity,” he said in a 2014 lec-
ture at Duke University. “And the loss is going to
inflict a heavy price in wealth, security and spirit,
unless we staunch it.”

In 2016, Wilson published the book “Half-Earth,”
in which he argued for the creation of human-free
nature preserves over half of the Earth’s surface. To
further that idea, his foundation created the Half-
Earth Project, which was substantially supported by
singer Paul Simon. “The world lost a great scientist
and I, a dear friend,” tweeted Simon, who donated
all the proceeds from a 2017 tour to the project. “Ed
was an intellectual giant and a gentle, humble, com-
passionate man. We were fortunate to have had him
for 92 years.”—AFP 

File photo taken shows US scientist Edward O Wilson attending the World Science Festival. —AFP

After a year that made the terms WFH (work
from home) and metaverse instantly recogniz-
able for many people, there are a new set of

technological trends headed this way for 2022. Here’s
a selection of how technology may change lives in the
coming year:

Meatless meat
Meat alternatives have become common in an

increasing number of US households, thanks in part to
Beyond Meat and Impossible Food plant-based
products that come far closer to the texture and fla-
vor of beef or pork. As the products have improved
and the prices edged downward, demand has been
boosted by concern about the environment: raising
animals for food is responsible for a whopping 14.5
percent of human-linked greenhouse gas emissions,
according to UN data.

The global market for plant-based meats is
expected to be worth $35 billion in 2027 — up from
$13.5 billion in 2020, thanks in part to expansion
beyond the United States, according to a report from
Research and Markets. “2022 will be the crowning
year of food made from plant-based proteins,” said
David Bchiri, president of US consulting firm
Fabernovel. “The products are mature and good.
They’re going to become mainstream.”

‘Web 3.0’ and crypto
The internet’s first phase was the creation of web-

sites and blogs, which allowed the emergence of com-
panies like Yahoo, eBay and Amazon. The next itera-
tion was Web 2.0, defined by social media and user
generated content on sites like Facebook and
YouTube. These platforms “get the money and control
it, they let you on their platform,” summarized
Benedict Evans, an independent analyst specializing
in Silicon Valley.

So, is Web 3.0 coming?
In this iteration, “users, creators and developers

would have stakes and votes” in a platform in much
the way a cooperative works, Evans said on his
“Another Podcast.” Such a revolutionary step could
be made possible by blockchain technology, where
computer programs run on networks of thousands or
millions of computers.

So far, blockchain has enabled the rise of cryp-
tocurrencies like bitcoin, and more recently, the
unique digital objects such as drawings or animations
called NFTs. “We talk a lot about decentralized
finance, but I think that in 2022 we will see more
localized use cases, which will enter everyday life,”
said Bchiri of consulting firm Fabernovel. As highly-
volatile digital monies like bitcoin have hit record high
values in 2021, a huge range of players have gotten
into the game, including versions launched by the
cities of Miami and New York.

Ransomware, everywhere 
The spike toward record ransomware attacks and

data leaks in 2021 looks likely to spill over into the
coming year. Cyber-extortion heists break into a vic-
tim’s network to encrypt data, then demand a ransom,
typically paid via cryptocurrency in exchange to
unlock it. A confluence of factors has fueled the trend,
including the booming value of cryptocurrencies, vic-
tims’ willingness to pay and the difficulty authorities
have in catching attackers.

Cybersecurity company SonicWall wrote in late
October: “With 495 million ransomware attacks
logged by the company this year to date, 2021 will be
the most costly and dangerous year on record.”
“When I think about 2022, the thing that’s top of mind
for me and for my colleagues continues to be ran-
somware. It’s simply too lucrative,” wrote Sandra
Joyce, executive vice president and head of global
intelligence at cybersecurity firm Mandiant.

Big Tech regulation?
It’s difficult to say if 2022 is the year Big Tech will

finally be hit with significant new rules, but a series of
regulatory and legal threats launched in 2021 will pro-
voke major battles. In the United States, the Federal
Trade Commission’s anti-trust lawsuit against
Facebook represents a genuine threat to the social
media giant, though a court has already dismissed the
case once. 

More lawsuits and a federal investigation-and
maybe even finally new laws-are possible in the
wake of the damning whistleblower leaks showing
Facebook executives knew its sites could cause
harm. Some critics say the firm’s major push into
realizing the metaverse-a virtual reality version of
the internet-is an effort to change the subject after
years of criticism.

Apple dodged a bullet in 2021 when a US federal
court said Fornite maker Epic Games failed to show
the iPhone giant held an illegal monopoly, but the firm
was still ordered to loosen control over its App Store.
Both sides have appealed. New regulations may come
sooner in the EU as it pushes through new laws, such
as the Digital Services Act which would create much
stricter oversight of harmful and illegal content on
platforms like Facebook. —AFP

From sizzling temperatures to Messi and Ronaldo and
pensioners in space, here are some of the most signif-
icant records struck in 2021.

Hottest month
July 2021 was the hottest month globally ever recorded,

the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) says. And wildfires in Siberia, North America and
around the Mediterranean caused record levels of CO2
emissions in July and August, the EU’s Earth monitoring
service says.

Record gas prices 
As economies reopen from their COVID-induced slum-

ber firing heightened gas demand, prices in Asian, European

and British gas hit record peaks. Europe’s reference Dutch
TTF gas price hit 187.78 euros per megawatt hour.

Biggest airlift 
The United States carried out its biggest ever airlift in

the wake of the Taleban takeover of Afghanistan in August,
bigger even than the evacuation of Saigon at the end of the
Vietnam War. It airlifted more than 123,000 people out of
Kabul, including US citizens, Afghan interpreters and oth-
ers who supported the US mission. Around 55,000 people
were evacuated from southern Vietnam in 1975.

Suez Canal blocked
The giant container ship Ever Given blocked the Suez

Canal in March, bringing a halt to shipping for six days in
one of the world’s busiest waterways. The ship, almost as
long as New York’s Empire State Building, caused a record

traffic jam of 422 ships loaded with 26 million tons of mer-
chandise, worsening supply difficulties already disrupted
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Chinese incursions
The most dramatic Chinese incursion into disputed

Taiwanese airspace occurred at the start of October as
China marked its annual national day when a record 149
flights crossed into Taiwan’s southwestern air defence zone
in four days.

Bitcoin soars
Cryptocurrency bitcoin soared to record levels in late

2021, being valued at $68,513 on November 9. The digital
currency increasingly won support from small and large
investors, some of whom see it as a way of protecting
themselves against inflation, which hit a 30-year high in the
US in October.

Art goes wild 
Art sales records in 2021 included works by Frida Kahlo,

veteran French artist Pierre Soulages and Banksy reaching
sky-high levels. Revenues from sales of contemporary art
have never been as high, totalling $2.7 billion, boosted in
particular by the explosion in sales of unique digital works
and NFTs (non-fungible tokens).

Space tourists
Captain Kirk of “Star Trek”, alias veteran actor William

Shatner, became the oldest person to go into space at 90.
He was among two dozen non-professionals who blasted
off into space in 2021 on rockets owned by billionaires Jeff
Bezos (Blue Origin), Elon Musk (SpaceX) and Richard
Branson (Virgin Galactic).

Ronaldo versus Messi
Two of football’s living legends, Portugal’s Cristiano

Ronaldo and Argentina’s Lionel Messi, rewrote the record
books. Ronaldo became the top scorer of all time for a
national team with 115 goals and also the most capped
European, having been selected 184 times. Messi out-
stripped Brazil’s Pele as the best Latin American striker
with 79 goals for Argentina.

Everest and the Channel
Nepal’s Kami Rita Sherpa beat his own record for

climbing Everest, claiming a 25th successful ascent to the
roof of the world in May. Australia’s Chloe McCardel, 36,
became the person to have swum the Channel the most - a
remarkable 44 times.—AFP

Aguttes auction house’s development manager pres-
ents a screen showing the first ever SMS in the world
as an NFT, a day before it is auctioned at the Aguttes
auction house in Neuilly-sur-Seine west of Paris. —AFP

Salman Khan

Bollywood “bad boy” Salman Khan has revealed
how he starred in his own real-life action drama
when he was bitten by a snake and spent six

hours in hospital. Khan - who enjoys a cult-like status
in star-obsessed India - said the serpent bit him twice
when he tried to remove it from his countryside home
near Mumbai ahead of his 56th birthday on Monday.
Using a stick, Khan said he “picked up the snake with a
lot of love and brought it out, and the snake wrapped
itself on the stick and then it started climbing
upwards,” he told reporters.

After he was bitten, local villagers “screamed ‘hos-
pital, hospital, hospital’, saying that I should be taken
to a hospital quickly. There was so much commotion,
the snake was a bit venomous, and it bit me again.” The
actor was administered with antivenom, kept under
observation and then discharged after six hours. Khan
is one of Bollywood’s biggest draws, despite a host of
controversies. He was found guilty of culpable homi-
cide for a 2002 hit-and-run which killed a homeless
man sleeping on the pavement in Mumbai.

His five-year prison sentence was almost immedi-
ately overturned by a higher court. Khan was convict-
ed in 2018 of shooting dead two rare antelopes on a
hunting trip two decades earlier but denied killing the
animals. The snake that bit him survived the latest
encounter, with Khan saying it has now been safely
taken back to the jungle. —AFP
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Milad Ayyad, a Palestinian Greek Orthodox Christian from Gaza, lights candles at the Greek Basilica at the
Church of the Nativity, the traditional place of Christ’s birth, in the biblical city of Bethlehem in the occu-
pied West Bank. —AFP photos

Milad Ayyad, a Palestinian Greek Orthodox Christian from Gaza, touches the icon of the Virgin and Child for
a blessing at the Greek Basilica at the Church of the Nativity. 

A Palestinian stands in the Manger Square before the Church of the Nativity.Ayyad sits outside the Grotto at the Church of the Nativity.

Pierbattista Pizzaballa (center), the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, leads a Christmas day mass at the Church
of Nativity during Christmas celebrations in Bethlehem.

The last time Milad Ayyad travelled outside of
the Zionist-blockaded Gaza Strip he was
just 10 years old, but for Christmas this year

he received a “priceless” gift to visit Bethlehem.
The day before Christmas Eve, Zionist authorities
gave Ayyad, who is now 30, a blue slip allowing
him to visit the biblical birthplace of Jesus Christ.
“It’s a great joy to (finally) get a permit,” Ayyad
told AFP, adding that he had tried for years to
secure one to no avail.

“I have been hoping to go to Bethlehem for a
long time now to celebrate (Christmas) with my rel-
atives whom I haven’t seen in years.” He is one of
500 Christians from Gaza who have been permitted
by authorities to travel to the occupied West Bank
for the holidays this year. The permit to exit the
impoverished Gaza Strip, which has been blockaded
by Zionists for 15 years, came too late for him to
organize to be there on Christmas Day. 

Like most Christian Gazans, Ayyad is a Greek
Orthodox who usually marks Christmas Day on
January 7, meaning he can still look forward to
more holiday cheer. “The celebrations in the city of
peace, Bethlehem, are special,” said Ayyad, a stu-
dent of history whose first name means “birth”.
“They can’t be compared to those in Gaza, which
only take place behind the church walls with just a
mass.” Unlike war-scarred Gaza, he said,
Bethlehem is full of “joy... even its streets have
more spirit than Gaza”. 

Journey
The number of Christians in Gaza has been in

decline for years, many of them having emigrated,
particularly after the Islamist movement Hamas
seized power in 2007. According to local church
officials, there remain only about 1,000 Christians in
the enclave, compared to 7,000 before 2007.

Until the last minute, Ayyad’s journey appeared

rife with pitfalls. To begin with, the Zionist authori-
ties had not indicated when the permit would be
issued, leaving matters uncertain. He then had to call
his uncle to make sure he was prepared to receive
him at his home in Beit Sahur, a town near
Bethlehem. This was followed by organizing his trip
up to the Erez crossing point to Zionist entity, a
mission requiring nerves of steel to make it through
the massive ultra-secure barrier that resembles an
airport terminal. But his biggest challenge by far

was convincing his father, Suhail Ayyad, that he
would be able to make the trip alone.

“I care about my sons like the apples of my
eyes,” said the father, who suffers from a serious ill-
ness. The only images in his mind associated with
crossing Zionist territory were those of soldiers
shooting at Palestinians, leaving him convinced his
son would face a similar fate. In the courtyard of
their Gaza home, where an unreliable supply of
electricity causes their Christmas tree lights to flick-

er erratically, it took a group effort to convince
Ayyad’s father that the trip is safe.

Even a loquacious neighbor chimed in, insisting
that so long as Ayyad had a permit, there was no
risk. On the day of the grand departure, the young
man, who did not recall ever having seen a Zionist,
peered out at signs pointing the way to Zionist
cities. Sporting a heavy coat to protect himself from
“the cold of Bethlehem”, he gazed admiringly at the
greenery, remarking that “there are no forests like
these in Gaza”.

Freedom of religion
Ayyad arrived in Bethlehem the day after

Christmas. The number of Christians gathered in
Manger Square doubtlessly far outnumbered those
in all Gaza. Ayyad took a selfie in front of the giant
Christmas tree, visited the Church of the Nativity, lit
a candle, and knelt at the cave where Jesus Christ is
said to have been born. His trip to Bethlehem
marked a brief relief from his life in crisis-hit Gaza.
The impoverished coastal enclave is still emerging
from the effects of war between Hamas and Zionists
seven months ago, the victims of which “we still
mourn”, Ayyad said. According to Janine di
Giovanni, a researcher at Yale University, Christians
in Gaza “should have freedom to go to where they
want to worship”. 

Restrictions on their movement constitute an
“absolute affront to religious freedom”, said di
Giovanni, who recently authored the book “The
Vanishing: Faith, Loss, and the Twilight of
Christianity in the Land of the Prophets”. But Ayyad
is nonetheless delighted to have gotten a taste of
this freedom this Christmas. Despite not having
boarded a plane or suffered jet lag, his trip from one
Palestinian territory to another gave him the
impression of having “travelled from one country to
another”. —AFP

A Palestinian Greek Orthodox Christian from Gaza, uses his phone to take a photo during the celebration
lighting up the Christmas tree at the Roman Catholic Church of the Holy Family in Gaza City.



WASHINGTON: Memphis guard Ja Morant
scored the last of his 33 points on a driving layup
with a half-second remaining to lift the Grizzlies
over host Phoenix 114-113 on Monday. Desmond
Bane added a career-high 32 points with six 3-
pointers for the Grizzlies (21-14), who also got 13
points and 16 rebounds from New Zealand center
Steven Adams in preventing the Suns from matching
Golden State for the overall NBA lead.

“I’m glad everybody is able to see what we’re
capable of and what we can do against some really
good teams in this league,” Morant said. The Suns,
trailing 60-48 at half-time
and 89-75 entering the
fourth quarter, fought back
and seized a one-point
lead on Devin Booker’s 3-
pointer with five seconds
remaining, setting the
stage for Morant’s last-
second heroics. “I was
supposed to fake the
handoff and go get a
bucket and that’s what I
did,” Morant said.

It marked the first time in team history both
Grizzlies starting guards scored 30 or more points
in the same game. “That last play Ja had, got that
layup, that’s something we’ve run a couple times but
the execution was great,” Memphis coach Taylor
Jenkins said. “Credit our guys for playing the full 48
minutes. We just found a way to win a really good
game against a really good team.” Phoenix, led by
Booker’s 30 points, fell to 26-7, sliding one game
behind the Warriors (27-6) for the Western
Conference lead.

Brooklyn’s James Harden scored 39 points,

added 15 assists and pulled down eight rebounds to
spark the Eastern Conference-leading Nets to a
124-108 victory at the Los Angeles Clippers. With
star teammates Kevin Durant, the NBA scoring
leader, and Kyrie Irving in the NBA COVID-19
safety protocols, Harden seized command to lift
Brooklyn to 22-9 overall. Australian guard Patty
Mills and Nic Claxton each added 18 for the Nets.
Marcus Morris scored 24 to lead the Clippers.

Bulls roll in Atlanta 
Chicago’s DeMar DeRozan scored 35 points,

going 14-of-20 from the
floor, and passed off 10
assists while Zach LaVine
added 30 points and nine
assists to power the Bulls
to a 130-118 victory in
Atlanta. The Hawks rallied
within 116-112 before
Chicago delivered a 14-4
run to seal a victory over
an Atlanta squad that had
10 players in NBA
COVID-19 health and

safety protocols. The Bulls won their fourth game in
a row and eighth in 10 starts, improving to 21-10
and second in the Eastern Conference. “It felt
good,” Bulls center Nikola Vucevic said. “As soon as
our defense picked up, our offense was able to stay
solid. We all did a great job and picked up a big
win.” The Montenegrin big man contributed 24
points, 17 rebounds, six assists, four blocked shots
and a steal. “Bring energy. Bring toughness. Follow
the game plan,” Vucevic said of his goals. “Just try
and do the best I can.”

Cam Reddish scored 33 points and Trae Young

added 29 to lead the Hawks. Minnesota reserve
Jaylen Nowell scored 29 points and Nathan Knight
added 20 points and 11 rebounds to lead the
Timberwolves over the visiting Boston Celtics 108-
103. Jaylen Brown led Boston with 26 points while
Payton Pritchard added 23. Charlotte’s Terry Rozier
scored 27 points and Kelly Oubre Jr added 18 off
the bench to lead six double-figure scorers for the
Hornets in a 123-99 victory over Houston.

Jordan Clarkson came off Utah’s bench to score

23 points, grab eight rebounds and pass out five
assists, leading the Jazz to a 110-104 victory at San
Antonio. Croatian Bojan Bogdanovic added 19
points for the Jazz while Frenchman Rudy Gobert
had 16 points and 13 rebounds for Utah, which
improved to 24-9. Derrick White led the Spurs with
21 points. Latvian center Kristaps Porzingis scored
34 points and grabbed nine rebounds to lead the
Dallas Mavericks over the host Portland Trail
Blazers 132-117. — AFP 
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Morant’s last-second layup 
lifts Grizzlies over NBA Suns

DeRozan, LaVine power Bulls to 130-118 victory in Atlanta

PHOENIX: Ja Morant #12 of the Memphis Grizzlies shoots the game winning shot against the Phoenix Suns on
December 27, 2021 at Footprint Center. -—AFP 

Nets cruise to a 
124-108 victory 

Djokovic mystery 
deepens as stars 
arrive ahead of 
Australian Open
MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic has not with-
drawn from the ATP Cup despite claims he was
almost sure to do so, Tennis Australia said yester-
day, as other top players led by Naomi Osaka
began arriving ahead of the Australian Open. There
has been serious doubt as to whether men’s world
number one Djokovic would travel to Australia, hav-
ing refused to confirm if he has been vaccinated
against the coronavirus. An unnamed member of his
team told Serbian newspaper Blic that they were
“99 percent” sure that he would not play in the ATP
Cup, which comes ahead of the Australian Open,

adding to the intrigue over whether Djokovic would
be at the first Grand Slam of the year.

But Tennis Australia told AFP the Serbian had yet
to pull out of the teams event, which is due to start
on Saturday in Sydney with Djokovic drawn to play
Norway’s Casper Ruud on the opening day. “We
haven’t heard of any withdrawals from Team Serbia
for the ATP Cup,” a spokesperson said. Tennis
Australia has organized charter flights to bring
international stars into Melbourne and Sydney, with
the first that arrived yesterday. Defending women’s
Australian Open champion Osaka was among those
to touch down, but Djokovic was not on board, TA
said. Players can also opt to fly commercial.

Nine-time Australian Open champion Djokovic
could win a record 21st Grand Slam title if he plays
at Melbourne Park, but to enter Australia he and
members of his entourage have to be vaccinated.
The 34-year-old has previously expressed his
opposition to the vaccine and his father Srdjan said
in late November that Djokovic would probably not
play the Australian Open, accusing the organizers of
“blackmail”. The ATP Cup has already been hit by

several players testing positive for COVID, includ-
ing Russian world number five Andrey Rublev and
Canada’s Wimbledon semi-finalist Denis
Shapovalov. — AFP 

Novak Djokovic

World Cup to Rio 
carnival: Key 
events in 2022
PARIS: From the World Cup in Qatar to the
midterm elections in the United States, here
are the events that are likely to mark the
coming year.

Beijing’s Winter Olympics
Beijing stages the Winter Olympics from

February 4 to 20 under some of the strictest
rules for a mass sporting event since the pan-
demic began. Everybody attending, including
athletes, must be fully vaccinated or face a 21-
day quarantine and will be kept in a “closed-
loop” bubble from the moment they set foot in
the Chinese capital. Unlike the Tokyo Olympics,
there will be spectators but ticket sales are
restricted to people living in China. Activists
are calling for a diplomatic boycott over
China’s rights record, with an outcry over the
fate of tennis star Peng Shuai, who accused a
top Communist Party politician of sexual
assault, causing Beijing more headaches.

Rio Carnival returns... 
Rio de Janeiro is hoping its famed carnival

will return from February 25 to March 1, after
the pandemic scuppered last year’s party.
Hard-hit Brazil has recently seen a drop in virus
deaths, with more than 62 percent of its 213
million people now fully vaccinated. Rio’s sam-
ba schools are resuming rehearsals for their
massive parades and more than 500 groups
have registered to hold the epic street festivals
known as “blocos”.

More than two million tourists usually
descend on the iconic beach city for the party, a
quarter of them foreigners. Mayor Eduardo
Paes, a self-declared carnival lover, said he
would impose no social distancing rules or face
masks. “With everyone vaccinated, who would
keep their distance during carnival? It would be
ridiculous to even ask,” he said. “I’d be the first
one to break the rules.” But authorities have
said the event will depend on the COVID-19
outlook, with far-right President Jair Bolsonaro
saying he is against resuming carnivals.

As does Glastonbury
The legendary British music festival returns

for real in June for the first time since 2019
after its 50th anniversary celebrations in 2020
fell victim to the pandemic. About 135,000
tickets were sold for 2021’s five-day extrava-
ganza before a surge in COVID infections in
Britain meant it could only be live-streamed,
with Coldplay headlining. Billie Eilish, 19, will
become the youngest performer to headline
the fabled Pyramid Stage on June 24, while
Diana Ross takes top billing at the “Legends”
slot on June 26.

Five more years for Xi?
China’s most powerful leader since Mao

Zedong, President Xi Jinping is expected to
secure an unprecedented third term in office
when top Communist Party officials convene
for their 20th congress in the autumn of 2022.
The rubber-stamp meeting in Beijing - attend-
ed by around 2,000 delegates - will also
decide a new line-up for the powerful Politburo
Standing Committee which runs the world’s
second-largest economy. — AFP 

Australia retain
Ashes after 
crushing England
MELBOURNE: A relentless Australia spearheaded
by debutant Scott Boland skittled England for an
embarrassing 68 yesterday to win the third Test by an
innings and 14 runs and retain the Ashes with two
matches still to play. Just when a demoralized England
thought their tour could not get much worse, they
folded in the morning on day three in Melbourne and
will now be desperate to avoid a series whitewash.

England resumed at the MCG on 31 for four, still
51 runs behind, after a disastrous final hour on
Monday against some outstanding fast bowling that
left their Ashes dreams in tatters. Their survival
rested on skipper Joe Root, but when he fell for 28,
it was just a matter of time before the rest followed
- all over before lunch in an embarrassing chapter
for English cricket. Boland, called up as injury cover,
was invincible on his home ground, taking 6-7 off
four overs, equaling the record for the fastest five-

wicket haul in 19 balls.
Mitchell Starc ended with 3-29 as England’s mis-

ery was complete. “It is pretty insane. Just an awe-
some few weeks, everything clicked and everything
worked out,” said Australian skipper Pat Cummins.

“Thrilled for Scott Boland. We have been relentless.
“The bowlers have just turned up and owned their
areas outside off-stump. There have been big part-
nerships, everyone’s performed, everyone’s con-
tributed - it’s a great feeling.”

Ben Stokes resumed on two but his poor tour con-
tinued when he was clean-bowled by Starc for 11.
Jonny Bairstow made five and when Root was out it
was all over, with the tailenders quickly following. “It
is what it is,” said a dejected Root, who is facing
growing calls over his captaincy. “Credit to Australia,
they blew us away last night and they have outplayed
us in this Test match — in fact the series so far. “We
have a lot of hard work to do now and come back
strong in the last two games.”

Whether there would be play at all at the MCG
was in doubt after four members of the England party
- two support staff and two family members - tested
positive for coronavirus on Monday. But all players
from both teams underwent PCR tests after stumps
and returned negative results yesterday morning, with
the first ball bowled on schedule. England had headed
to Melbourne knowing they must win to keep the
five-Test series alive after heavy defeats in Brisbane
and Adelaide, with Australia only needing a draw to
retain the urn as holders. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Australia’s captain Pat Cummins gives a
hug to team’s coach Justin Langer (right) after
Australia won the match and retained the Ashes at
the end of the third Ashes cricket Test match between
Australia and England yesterday. — AFP 

Black Jack and
LawConnect 
in close battle 
SYDNEY: There was a tight tussle
for line honors in the Sydney to
Hobart yacht race yesterday as Black
Jack and LawConnect headed toward
a possible “neck and neck” finish on
the River Derwent. SHK Scallywag
trailed in third place as further retire-
ments cut the original fleet of 88
yachts to 52, with harsh conditions
forcing withdrawals due to damage or
minor crew injuries - most coming on
the first day.

Super maxis Black Jack and
LawConnect were vying for the top
spot heading down Tasmania’s east
coast with the possibility of the duel
continuing right up to Hobart.
Yesterday morning, Black Jack had
regained a six nautical mile lead on
LawConnect. “They are neck and neck
at the moment,” Cruising Yacht Club of
Australia Commodore Noel Cornish

told media in Hobart. Calmer weather
was expected for most of the competi-
tors, but it was still tough to predict
when the first of the fleet would arrive
with light conditions making an arrival
late yesterday possible.

“We are looking forward to a good
day, and to where we will end up this
afternoon and evening,” said Black Jack
navigator Alex Nolan. “Everyone is very
well on board. Everyone is very happy.
We are pushing it very hard.” Weather
is critical in the 628-nautical-mile
(1,200-km) race down Australia’s east
coast to Hobart, one of the world’s most
challenging ocean events. Six men died,
five boats sank, and 55 sailors were res-
cued during the 1998 event when a
deep depression exploded over the
fleet in the Bass Strait.

But this year, organizers also faced
the trials of a global pandemic, which
already nixed last year’s edition - can-
celling the event for the first time
since it began in 1945. Before the
start, four yachts were forced to
retire, leaving 88 entrants at the start-
ing line, including 17 two-handed
crafts, which are allowed to take part

for the first time. It was a sharp
reduction from the 157 boats that set
out in 2019. Though the first yacht to
reach the finishing line grabs most

public attention, the main prize for
sailors is regarded as the handicap
honours, which take account of the
size of the yachts. —AFP 

SYDNEY: Supermaxi LawConnect leads the pack at the start of the Sydney to
Hobart yacht race on Sydney Harbour. — AFP 



WASHINGTON: Miami’s Tua Tagovailoa threw for
198 yards and a touchdown Monday to spark the
Dolphins to a 20-3 triumph at New Orleans,
stretching their win streak to seven games. The
Dolphins had lost seven games in a row before
starting their victory run, during which Tagovailoa
has completed an NFL-best 74 percent of his pass-
es. “The guys spend a lot of time outside the build-
ing with each other,” said Tagovailoa. “And that’s
what has brought us closer inside the building, in
the meeting room, the locker room and in the hud-
dle as well.”

By defeating a Saints squad depleted by 22 play-
ers on the COVID-19
reserve list, the Dolphins
improved to 8-7 and
bumped over Baltimore
into the seventh and final
AFC playoff spot with two
weeks remaining in the
campaign. Miami’s Nik
Needham opened the
scoring on a 28-yard inter-
ception return touchdown
off a pass from Saints’
rookie starting quarter-
back Ian Book, who was pressed into duty by
COVID-19 absences. “The defense gave us some
life with the interceptions and the stops,” said
Tagovailoa.

Jason Sanders added a 48-yard field goal for the
Dolphins while Brett Maher answered from 38 for
the Saints to pull New Orleans within 10-3 at half-

time. Miami’s Jaylen Waddle scored on a one-yard
touchdown pass from Tagovailoa with 5:10 remain-
ing in the third quarter and Sanderson added a 34-
yard field goal to create the final margin. The Saints
fell to 7-8, level with Minnesota and Atlanta and
one game behind San Francisco and Philadelphia,
both 8-7, for the final two NFC playoff spots. 

COVID-19 list
Meanwhile, the NFL on Monday set a new one-

day record of 106 players placed on the COVID-19
reserve list by the league’s 32 clubs. The league
announced 74 active NFL roster players were

placed on the list of those
who have tested positive
for COVID-19 or have
been in close contact with
someone who has.
Another 22 players went
on the list from team
practice squads. Ten play-
ers landed on the
COVID-19 reserve list
over the Christmas holi-
day weekend but were
not officially registered

until Monday.
Among the notable new players on the list are

Tampa Bay Buccaneers wide receiver Mike Evans,
New England Patriots defender Matt Judon and
Tennessee Titans wide receiver Julio Jones. A total
of 521 players have been placed on the COVID-19
reserve list in December, including 476 since

December 13 - 165 players in the week of
December 13 and 205 the week of December 20,
plus Monday’s latest tally. New NFL COVID-19

protocols allow fully vaccinated, asymptomatic
players to get off the list with two negative tests
returned within 24 hours. —AFP 
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News in brief

Ganguly hospitalized with COVID

KOLKATA: Former Indian cricket captain
Sourav Ganguly has been admitted to hospital
after testing positive for COVID-19, a senior doc-
tor said yesterday. Ganguly, who underwent
minor heart surgery in January, was admitted on
Monday suffering from a mild fever, a senior doc-
tor of the Woodlands Hospital in Kolkata said.
“His condition is stable. There is no cause for
alarm at the moment,” the medic told AFP on
condition of anonymity. “Ganguly has been
advised by a team of medical experts of the hos-
pital because of some pre-existing health condi-
tion.” The India Today news website reported
that his samples had been sent for genome
sequencing to confirm whether he had contracted
the Omicron variant or not. — AFP 

NHL postponements hit 70 

NEW YORK: The National Hockey League post-
poned three more games on Monday, bringing the
total of contests delayed due to COVID-19 to 70
ahead of yesterday’s scheduled return to play. The
NHL shut down last week after multiple teams
were idled due to players testing positive for the
virus and league officials announced last
Wednesday that NHL talent would not compete at
February’s Beijing Olympics. NHL teams will spend
what would have been the league’s Olympic break
from February 6-22 instead playing rescheduled
games. On Monday, the league announced that
Chicago’s scheduled game Wednesday at
Winnipeg and a home-and-home series between
Dallas and Colorado on Wednesday and Friday
would be delayed. Of the 70 NHL games impacted
by COVID-19, one has been played and another
has been rescheduled. — AFP 

Worley posts fastest time 

LIENZ: France’s Tessa Worley set the fastest
time in the first leg of the World Cup giant
slalom yesterday, a race which US star Mikaela
Shiffrin misses due to testing positive for
COVID-19. Two-time giant slalom world cham-
pion Worley, chasing a 15th World Cup victory
in the discipline, was 0.12 sec faster than
Sweden’s Sara Hector, who won the event at
Courchevel last week. Ragnhild Mowinckel of
Norway was third fastest 0.29sec off the pace
whilst World Cup overall defending champion
Petra Vlhova of Slovakia was fourth fastest at
0.41sec. The race is taking place without specta-
tors after the Austrian ski federation decided it
was wisest in the wake of the Omicron variant of
Covid-19 taking hold. —AFP 

Montpellier win at Biarritz 

BIARRITZ: Montpellier maintained their Top 14
charge with a 27-12 away win and a bonus point
at rock-bottom Biarritz on Monday. The home
side scored four first-half penalties through Brett
Herron, but went in 12-13 down at the break after
a try from Handre Pollard. Vincent Rattez and
Masivesi Dakuwaqa then sealed victory in the
final 15 minutes despite Bastien Chalureau being
sent off on the hour, earning the bonus point that
saw Philippe Saint-AndrÈ’s men join Toulouse on
level second in the table. Bordeaux still lead the
Top 14 on 42 points with Toulouse and
Montpellier two points back, although
Montpellier have played one match more. “We
got two lovely tries when we were a man down,
but none of that was easy,” Saint-AndrÈ said. “I’m
proud we picked up the bonus, it doesn’t often
happen at Biarritz. — AFP 

NEW ORLEANS: Ian Book #16 of the New Orleans Saints is sacked by Jevon Holland #8 and Emmanuel Ogbah #91
of the Miami Dolphins in the fourth quarter of the game at Caesars Superdome on December 27, 2021. — AFP 

Dolphins stun Saints to move 
into the NFL playoff position

Record 106 NFL players placed on COVID-19 list

Saints squad 
depleted by 

22 players 

Paris FC, Lyon thrown 
out of French Cup for 
fan violence  
PARIS: Paris FC and Lyon were both thrown out of
the French Cup on Monday for the hooliganism that
forced their December 17 tie to be called off at half-
time. The teams were all square at 1-1 in Paris when
fans spilled onto the pitch at Charlety Stadium fol-
lowing incidents in the stands. Rather than try to
finish the match, the disciplinary commission of the
French Football Federation (FFF) decided to expel
both teams. 

The FFF statement said it had “decided that the two
clubs are responsible for the incidents that occurred
during the match,” even though the presidents of the
two clubs had been blaming each other. The decisions
means Nice, drawn to face the winner of the tie in the
next round, go straight through to the last 16.

The commission also fined second-division Paris
FC 10,000 euros (11,320 dollars) and Lyon, who
have already had a point deducted in Ligue 1 for fan
misbehavior this season, 52,000 euros. The com-
mission also handed Lyon a suspended ban from the
cup and forbidden to take fans to away games in the
league for the rest of the season. Lyon had already
announced that they would ban their fan groups
from travelling to away matches. Paris FC will have
to play five home matches behind closed doors.

After smoke bombs and flares were thrown back
and forth in the stands and fighting broke out fans
fled onto the pitch and the police intervened. Two
people, a supporter and a policeman, were injured.
Although no arrests were made at the time, three fans
from Paris were later arrested and two  have been

charged. The incident was the latest in a series at
French stadiums this season. It is the second match
this season involving Lyon fans which has had to be
abandoned - their home league game with Marseille
was called off after OM captain Dimitri Payet was hit
on the head with a plastic bottle. — AFP 

PARIS: French anti-riot police officers arrive as supporters light a flare at half-time during the French Cup at the
Charlety stadium in Paris. —AFP 

From the ski slopes to 
tennis court, COVID’s 
shadow lurks
PARIS: Ski ace Mikaela Shiffrin and tennis star
Andrey Rublev tested positive for COVID-19 just
weeks from the Winter Olympics and Australian
Open respectively as global sport once again felt the
chill wind of the coronavirus. Two-time Olympic gold
medalist Shiffrin will miss this week’s World Cup
races in Lienz - but with a lead in the overall stand-
ings of over 100 points she can probably afford to. 

Rublev, though, is more inconvenienced with the
first Grand Slam of the season the Australian Open
beginning in Melbourne on January 17. “I have to
recover and I will go to Melbourne only when I am
certain it is safe for everyone,” tweeted Rublev on
Monday. The world number five, as well as former
world number one Rafael Nadal, Wimbledon semi-
finalist Denis Shapovalov and US Open champion
Emma Raducanu, may well regret accepting the
money to play in the exhibition tournament in Abu
Dhabi earlier this month. 

The quartet, along with Wimbledon women’s
quarter-finalist Ons Jabeur and Olympic champion
Belinda Bencic, all tested positive. Raducanu did not
even play as she tested positive before the tourna-
ment, as did Nadal’s coach Carlos Moya. The debate
still rages on whether the English Premier League
were correct to insist the show must go on over
Christmas rather than call a halt.

The situation has raised Chelsea manager Thomas
Tuchel’s hackles - not least because his club’s appeal
to have the game on December 19 with Wolves called
off was rejected. “It’s not fair,” said Tuchel after his
side beat Aston Villa 3-1 on Sunday. “We’ve all been
in bed for 10 days and we play against teams who
prepare with games postponed, and who prepare
with one week for these matches. “They make us play
all the time, even if we have COVID. “We have new
injuries and it won’t stop. People at the green table, in
offices, make these decisions.”

‘This cannot be the right way’ 
Unlike the English leagues, Scottish Premiership

clubs had leeway and brought forward by a week
their three week winter break. The decision had a
financial angle: Scotland’s government had brought in
measures beginning on Boxing Day that restricted

attendances to 500 spectators. Shiffrin’s rivals won’t
even have that number watching in Lienz as the
Austrian Ski Federation deemed it necessary to bar
spectators. 

“We are conscious of our responsibility,” said
Roswitha Stadlober, president of the Austrian Ski
Federation. Little has gone right for the England
cricket team in Australia with their chances of regain-
ing the Ashes all but gone. Things grew worse as four
members of the touring party - two support staff and
two family members - tested positive for coronavirus
hours before the start of day two in the third Test in
Melbourne.

The squad are nervously awaiting results of PCR
tests. “We’ve just stepped up safety protocols
around the dressing room, wearing masks and keep-
ing distance where possible,” said England pace
bowler Jimmy Anderson. COVID has already cost
National Hockey League players the chance to go to
the Winter Olympics. They accepted last week  that
the league could not make up the backlog of lost
games. The situation has become so serious that the
NHL have authorized teams to use taxi squads - six-
player reserve groups - to bolster their rosters.

Such squads were used last season in response to
the pandemic’s impact on the league. French rugby’s
Top 14 bosses have not had to go that far, but the
majority of their fixtures on Sunday and Monday
were called off. That will place increasing pressure
on the calendar as seven European matches involving
French clubs were postponed from the weekend
before. — AFP 

Premier League hit 
by record positive 
COVID-19 tests
LONDON: The Premier League has revealed a
record 103 players and staff tested positive for the
coronavirus in the period from December 20 to 26.
That surpassed the total a week earlier, when the
English top-flight hit a new high since testing
began in 2020 with 90 positive cases. So far in
December, 15 Premier League games have been
called off, while the three divisions below the top
tier have been decimated by postponements.

“The League can today confirm between
Monday 20 December and Sunday 26 December,
15,186 COVID-19 tests were administered on play-
ers and club staff. Of these, there were 103 new
positive cases,” a Premier League statement said.
“The safety of everyone is a priority and the
Premier League is taking all precautionary steps in
response to the impact of the Omicron variant.”
Liverpool’s game against Leeds, Watford’s trip to
Wolves and Burnley against Everton, all on Boxing
Day, were cancelled.

Arsenal’s home match against Wolves yesterday
was axed on Sunday after an increase in case num-
bers among the Wolves’ squad. Leeds’ game with
Aston Villa, scheduled for December 28, was also
postponed on Sunday due to Leeds’ continued
COVID and injury issues. Despite the rise in
COVID cases and postponements, Premier League
chiefs last week opted against halting the season
despite calls from some top-flight bosses for a ‘cir-
cuit breaker’ At the same meeting, clubs were
warned that games will go ahead if each team has
13 fit outfield players and a goalkeeper.

“The League has reverted to its Emergency
Measures, and has increased testing of players
and club staff to daily Lateral Flow and twice-
weekly PCR tests, having previously carried out
Lateral Flow testing twice a week,” the statement
said. “The League is continuing to work with
clubs to keep people safe by helping mitigate the
risks of COVID-19 within their squads. “We are
also liaising closely with the Government, local
authorities and supporter groups, while being
responsive to any future changes to national or
local guidance.” — AFP 

Mikaela Shiffrin 
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Tottenham held by 10-man Saints 

SOUTHAMPTON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (left) scores but goal is deemed off-side during the English Premier League football match between Southampton and Tottenham Hotspur at St 
Mary’s Stadium in Southampton yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Tottenham dropped two precious 
points against 10-man Southampton yesterday as 
West Ham hammered Watford 4-1 to turn up the 
heat in the race for a coveted Premier League 
top-four spot. Elsewhere on a truncated day of 
action due to coronavirus postponements, Crystal 
Palace cruised past bottom side Norwich 3-0 
while Liverpool prepared to take on Leicester in 
the pick of the day’s matches. Spurs are still 
unbeaten in the league since Antonio Conte took 
the helm early last month but they failed to make 
a man advantage count at St Mary’s, drawing 1-1. 

Southampton took a deserved lead in the 
25th minute with a stunning goal from James 
Ward-Prowse, who lashed home a first-time 
effort following a throw-in, leaving Hugo Lloris 
helpless. Tottenham had failed to make the most 

of their l imited openings but the game was 
turned on its head when Mohammed Salisu 
brought down Son Heung-min in the penalty 
area shortly before half-time. Salisu was sent 
off for a second yellow card and Harry Kane 
made no mistake from the spot. 

Kane had the ball in the net again early in the 
second half following a delightful floated pass 
from Harry Winks but the goal was ruled out for a 
marginal offside. Tottenham had another goal dis-
allowed after Southampton’s Fraser Forster spilled 
the ball under pressure, with referee Anthony 
Taylor judging that the goalkeeper had been 
fouled despite limited apparent contact. The 
home side were on the ropes for most of the rest 
of the game but Spurs failed to find a killer touch 
and left the south coast frustrated. 

West Ham comeback 
West Ham brushed off the disappointment of 

conceding an early goal at Vicarage Road to 
strengthen their push for a Champions League 
place. Watford took an early lead when Emmanuel 
Dennis was played in by Joshua King for his 
eighth goal of the season. West Ham were level in 
the 27th minute when Tomas Soucek fired past 
Daniel Bachmann after being found in space in 
the box by Jarrod Bowen.  

Two minutes later the visitors took the lead 
when Michail Antonio, on his return to the side, 
played in Said Benrahma, whose shot found the 
net via a deflection off Adam Masina. David 
Moyes’ men increased their lead from the penalty 
spot just before the hour mark when Mark Noble 
scored after Bowen was fouled by Bachmann. 

Nikola Vlasic completed the rout with a goal in 
stoppage time to make it 4-1. West Ham rise to 
fifth in the Premier League on 31 points after 19 
games, four behind Arsenal and one ahead of 
Spurs, who have two matches in hand. 

Crystal Palace made the perfect start at home 
to struggling Norwich, with Odsonne Edouard 
scoring from the penalty spot in the eighth 
minute. Patrick Vieira’s men doubled their lead in 
the 38th minute when Edouard cut back for Jean-
Philippe Mateta to fire into the bottom corner 
and Jeffrey Schlupp made it 3-0 four minutes lat-
er. Liverpool will be desperate to beat Leicester 
in the late kick-off at the King Power Stadium to 
close the six-point gap to leaders Manchester 
City, who have played a game more than their 
title rivals. — AFP  

West Ham sink Watford; Crystal Palace cruise past Norwich 3-0

NEWCASTLE: Ralf  Rangnick accused his 
Manchester United stars of lacking aggression 
after Edinson Cavani rescued a 1-1 draw at 
struggling Newcastle on Monday. Rangnick’s 
side trailed to Allan Saint-Maximin’s eye-catch-
ing early goal and were out-played for long peri-
ods at St James’ Park. Cavani came off the bench 
to bag his first goal since October in the second 
half, ensuring Rangnick avoided a first defeat in 
four games as United’s interim manager. But 
United remain in seventh place in the Premier 
League, seven points behind fourth placed 
Arsenal with two games in hand. 

Rangnick had won his first two league games 
since taking over from the axed Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer, but neither performance was especially 
convincing and this was another underwhelming 
effort. “I didn’t like the performance at all. We 
didn’t control the game apart from a few moments. 
It’s all about energy, physicality and who wins the 
second balls. In all those areas we weren’t at our 
best,” Rangnick said. “You have to be able to win 
those direct duels. Today was not a question of 
body language, it was a question of body physicali-
ty. “If you want to be competitive you have to get 
physical and this was not the case in many parts of 
the game.” 

United did have the excuse of the COVID out-
break that forced them into a 16-day period of 
inactivity since they won 1-0 at Norwich on 
December 11. Their games against Brentford and 
Brighton were postponed, with the club’s training 
ground shut for four days. But regardless of the 
coronavirus chaos, Rangnick will know United must 
improve dramatically if they are to secure a top 
four finish. “We need to be better and get more 
physical,” he said. “We shouldn’t be looking for 
excuses. “We have to meet the demands in terms of 

speed, tempo and rhythm.” 
Second bottom Newcastle ended a three-game 

losing streak, leaving them two points from safety 

after the most encouraging display of Eddie Howe’s 
eight-match reign. Although their COVID situation 
has improved, United still weren’t able to return a 
completely clean bill  of health after Sweden 
defender Victor Lindelof tested positive on Sunday. 

 
Rusty Man Utd 

Raphael Varane returned from injury to replace 
Lindelof, but United looked rusty after their 
enforced lay-off and Newcastle took advantage to 
snatch a seventh minute lead. Varane carelessly 
gifted possession to Sean Longstaff and he picked 
out Saint-Maximin. The French winger showed his 
mesmerizing dribbling ability as he shimmied past 
Diogo Dalot and Harry Maguire before steering a 
fierce strike past David De Gea from the edge of 
the area. 

Newcastle were a real threat on the counter and 
Jonjo Shelvey broke from the halfway line for a 25-
yard rocket that De Gea pushed away. United’s 
lethargy was encapsulated by a Cristiano Ronaldo 
miskick that drew a mocking roar of delight from 
the Gallowgate End. Rangnick responded by send-
ing on Sancho and Cavani for Fred and Greenwood 
at half-time. Crucially, Saint-Maximin should have 
scored with a close-range effort that lacked the 
power to beat De Gea.  

United finally began to emerge from their shell 
and Marcus Rashford’s dipping shot forced a tip 
over from Martin Dubravka. Ronaldo’s frustrations 
boiled over as he was booked for a reckless chal-
lenge on Ryan Fraser that had Newcastle baying 
for a red card. Fraser nearly exacted immediate ret-
ribution with a stinging drive which De Gea saved 
at full stretch. 

But United equalized in the 71st minute when 
Dalot’s cross reached Cavani and the Uruguay 
striker stabbed home at the second attempt after 
his first effort was blocked. It was the 80th 
league goal conceded by Newcastle in 2021, the 
most of any Premier League team in a calendar 
year. Cavani almost made it 81 moments later as 
his goalbound flick was hooked off the line by 
Jamaal  Lascel les . In  a  dramatic  f inale , 
Newcastle’s Jacob Murphy hit the post with a 
curler before Miguel Almiron’s strike forced a 
brilliant save from De Gea. — AFP 

BORMIO: Italy’s Dominik Paris won the men’s 
downhill race in Bormio for the sixth time yesterday 
ahead of Swiss Marco Odermatt who takes the 
overall World Cup lead. The 32-year-old Paris dom-
inated the race down the icy Stelvio piste in north-
ern Italy to finish 0.24 sec ahead of Odermatt with 
Swiss Niels Hintermann third at 0.80. 

Odermatt’s first podium finish in the downhill 
extends his lead in the overall World Cup standings 
to 286 points on Austrian Matthias Mayer, who fin-
ished 12th on the day, with two Super-G races today 
and tomorrow. Meanwhile Paris added to his 
impressive run of victories in the Lombardy ski 
resort after wins in 2012, 2017, 2018 and twice in 
2019. No skier has won a downhill race on the same 
piste as many times. 

“I tried to give everything, as always. And the 
Stelvio is the piste on which I do everything well, 
every time,” said Paris after a victory that catapult-
ed him to the top of the downhill World Cup stand-
ings, his great goal this season together with a first 
Olympic medal. Paris has missed out just once on 
the Stelvio, finishing fourth last year as he made his 
comeback following ruptured ligaments in his right 
knee. The skier from Italy’s South Tyrol claimed the 
16th World Cup downhill victory of his career and 
20th in total. 

“I don’t know why there is this special feeling 
between us,” he said of the Stelvio. “Every time it’s 
a war, from start to finish, special energy is needed. 
It’s a feeling that I really like. Then you must also 
take some risks in the key points. “I don’t know 
where I made the difference today, for sure I had 
some nice lines on the Carnecina and I was effective 
in the final stretch. But I think I did well all over.” 
Odermatt continued his blistering form ahead of the 
Winter Olympics in Beijing, notching up a seventh 
podium in ten races so far this season. — AFP  

Cavani rescues Man 
Utd in Newcastle 
a 1-1 draw

NEWCASTLE: Manchester United’s Brazilian midfielder 
Fred controls the ball during the English Premier 
League football match between Newcastle United and 
Manchester United on December 27, 2021. — AFP 

Paris sweeps to 
sixth Bormio 
downhill win
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