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New Cabinet includes three 
more MPs, nine new faces

Amir receives PM, approves new Cabinet formation

HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah  
 Prime Minister

Sheikh Hamad Al-Sabah 
Dep PM, Defense

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah 
Dep PM, Interior 

Mohammad Al-Fares  
Deputy PM, Oil, Electricity 

Essa Al-Kandari  
Awqaf 

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Sabah  
Foreign, Cabinet Affairs

Rana Al-Fares 
Municipality, Telecom 

Ali Al-Mudhaf 
Education

Jamal Al-Jalawi 
Justice, Integrity 

Hamad Rouh El-Din  
Information 

Khaled Al-Saeed  
Health

Abdulwahab Al-Rushaid 
Finance, Investment

Fahad Al-Shuraian 
Commerce

Mubarak Al-Arou  
Social Affairs, Housing 

Mohammad Al-Rajhi  
Assembly Affairs

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah yesterday announced his new 
Cabinet which includes three opposition MPs who had 
publicly said they were ready to vote against the 
prime minister. The move is likely to strengthen the 
position of the prime minister against a highly frag-
mented opposition and is expected to make it difficult 
to vote the premier out of office during grillings. 

The three MPs who became ministers are Hamad 
Rouh El-Din, minister of information, Mohammad Al-
Rajhi, minister of state for National Assembly affairs, 
and Mubarak Al-Arou, minister of social affairs and 
minister of state for housing affairs. With the three 
ministers, the Cabinet now includes four MPs, with the 
fourth being Essa Al-Kandari, who retained his post as 
minister of awqaf and Islamic affairs. This is the largest 
number of lawmakers in a Cabinet for many years. 

The new Cabinet line-up includes nine new faces, 
with new ministers of interior, information, health, pub-
lic works, justice, finance, social affairs, commerce and 
National Assembly affairs.  
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A handout picture released yesterday shows a 3D 
reconstruction of the head of Amenhotep I created 
using CT scans. — AFP 

BERLIN: The WHO warned yesterday that the 
Omicron coronavirus variant could lead to over-
whelmed healthcare systems even though early 
studies suggest it leads to milder disease, as 
China and Germany brought back tough restric-
tions to stamp out new infection surges. China 
put hundreds of thousands more people under 
lockdown, while infections hit new highs in mul-
tiple US states and European countries. 

COVID-19 surges have wreaked havoc around 
the world, with many nations trying to strike a bal-
ance between economically punishing restrictions 
and controlling the spread of the virus. The United 
States has halved the isolation period for asymp-
tomatic cases to try and blunt the disruption, while 
France has ordered firms to have employees work 
from home at least three days a week. 

Contact restrictions were in place in 
Germany for the second year in a row heading 
into the New Year, as Europe’s biggest economy  
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WHO warns of 
overload as new 
curbs imposed

CAIRO: Egypt has “digitally unwrapped” the mummy 
of famed Pharaoh Amenhotep I, revealing its secrets 
for the first time since it was discovered in 1881 with-
out disturbing his funerary mask. Thanks to the 
advanced digital 3D imagery, researchers unearthed 
new mummification techniques used for the pharaoh 
whose rule dates back more than 1,500 BC. 

The research was led by Sahar Saleem, a profes-

sor of radiology at Cairo University, and the 
renowned Egyptologist Zahi Hawass, a former antiq-
uities minister, the tourism and antiquities ministry 
said in a statement yesterday. “Saleem and Hawass 
used advanced X-ray technology, CT (computed 
tomography) scanning, as well as advanced comput-
er software programs to digitally unwrap the mum-
my of Amenhotep I in a safe non-invasive method 
without the need to touch the mummy,” it said. 

“The Egyptian study revealed for the first time 
the face of King Amenhotep I, his age, health condi-
tion, in addition to many secrets about the mummy’s 
unique mummification and reburial.” Analysis 
showed Amenhotep I was the first pharaoh to be 
mummified with arms crossed and the last not to 
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BEIRUT: A Zionist air strike hit Syria’s Latakia port 
before dawn yesterday, sparking a fire that lit up the 
Mediterranean seafront in the second such attack 
on the key cargo hub this month, Syrian state media 
reported. Since the outbreak of Syria’s civil war in 

2011, the Zionist entity has routinely carried out air 
strikes on its strife-torn neighbor, mostly targeting 
Syrian government troops as well as allied Iran-
backed forces and Hezbollah fighters. 

But it is only the second time it has hit the port of 
Latakia, in the heartland of President Bashar Al-
Assad’s minority Alawite community. “At around 
3:21 am, the (Zionist) enemy carried out an aerial 
aggression with several missiles from the direction 
of the Mediterranean... targeting the container yard 
in Latakia port,” Syrian state news agency SANA 
cited a military source as saying. The strike caused 
“significant material damage”, it added. Asked 

about the strike, a Zionist army spokesman said: 
“We don’t comment on reports in foreign media”. 

Pictures released by SANA showed firefighters 
training hoses on stacks of blazing containers that 
lit up the night sky. The news agency said the con-
tainers were carrying “engine oil and spare parts for 
cars and other vehicles”. But Britain-based war 
monitor, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, 
said the cargo was “arms and munitions,” which had 
detonated in “powerful explosions that were felt 
across the city of Latakia and its suburbs”. It said it 
was unclear whether the arms were from Iran or 
some other supplier. — AFP 

Zionist strike 
sets ablaze 
Syrian port

Ali Al-Mousa  
Public Works, Youth 


