
WASHINGTON: Memphis guard Ja Morant
scored the last of his 33 points on a driving layup
with a half-second remaining to lift the Grizzlies
over host Phoenix 114-113 on Monday. Desmond
Bane added a career-high 32 points with six 3-
pointers for the Grizzlies (21-14), who also got 13
points and 16 rebounds from New Zealand center
Steven Adams in preventing the Suns from matching
Golden State for the overall NBA lead.

“I’m glad everybody is able to see what we’re
capable of and what we can do against some really
good teams in this league,” Morant said. The Suns,
trailing 60-48 at half-time
and 89-75 entering the
fourth quarter, fought back
and seized a one-point
lead on Devin Booker’s 3-
pointer with five seconds
remaining, setting the
stage for Morant’s last-
second heroics. “I was
supposed to fake the
handoff and go get a
bucket and that’s what I
did,” Morant said.

It marked the first time in team history both
Grizzlies starting guards scored 30 or more points
in the same game. “That last play Ja had, got that
layup, that’s something we’ve run a couple times but
the execution was great,” Memphis coach Taylor
Jenkins said. “Credit our guys for playing the full 48
minutes. We just found a way to win a really good
game against a really good team.” Phoenix, led by
Booker’s 30 points, fell to 26-7, sliding one game
behind the Warriors (27-6) for the Western
Conference lead.

Brooklyn’s James Harden scored 39 points,

added 15 assists and pulled down eight rebounds to
spark the Eastern Conference-leading Nets to a
124-108 victory at the Los Angeles Clippers. With
star teammates Kevin Durant, the NBA scoring
leader, and Kyrie Irving in the NBA COVID-19
safety protocols, Harden seized command to lift
Brooklyn to 22-9 overall. Australian guard Patty
Mills and Nic Claxton each added 18 for the Nets.
Marcus Morris scored 24 to lead the Clippers.

Bulls roll in Atlanta 
Chicago’s DeMar DeRozan scored 35 points,

going 14-of-20 from the
floor, and passed off 10
assists while Zach LaVine
added 30 points and nine
assists to power the Bulls
to a 130-118 victory in
Atlanta. The Hawks rallied
within 116-112 before
Chicago delivered a 14-4
run to seal a victory over
an Atlanta squad that had
10 players in NBA
COVID-19 health and

safety protocols. The Bulls won their fourth game in
a row and eighth in 10 starts, improving to 21-10
and second in the Eastern Conference. “It felt
good,” Bulls center Nikola Vucevic said. “As soon as
our defense picked up, our offense was able to stay
solid. We all did a great job and picked up a big
win.” The Montenegrin big man contributed 24
points, 17 rebounds, six assists, four blocked shots
and a steal. “Bring energy. Bring toughness. Follow
the game plan,” Vucevic said of his goals. “Just try
and do the best I can.”

Cam Reddish scored 33 points and Trae Young

added 29 to lead the Hawks. Minnesota reserve
Jaylen Nowell scored 29 points and Nathan Knight
added 20 points and 11 rebounds to lead the
Timberwolves over the visiting Boston Celtics 108-
103. Jaylen Brown led Boston with 26 points while
Payton Pritchard added 23. Charlotte’s Terry Rozier
scored 27 points and Kelly Oubre Jr added 18 off
the bench to lead six double-figure scorers for the
Hornets in a 123-99 victory over Houston.

Jordan Clarkson came off Utah’s bench to score

23 points, grab eight rebounds and pass out five
assists, leading the Jazz to a 110-104 victory at San
Antonio. Croatian Bojan Bogdanovic added 19
points for the Jazz while Frenchman Rudy Gobert
had 16 points and 13 rebounds for Utah, which
improved to 24-9. Derrick White led the Spurs with
21 points. Latvian center Kristaps Porzingis scored
34 points and grabbed nine rebounds to lead the
Dallas Mavericks over the host Portland Trail
Blazers 132-117. — AFP 
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Morant’s last-second layup 
lifts Grizzlies over NBA Suns

DeRozan, LaVine power Bulls to 130-118 victory in Atlanta

PHOENIX: Ja Morant #12 of the Memphis Grizzlies shoots the game winning shot against the Phoenix Suns on
December 27, 2021 at Footprint Center. -—AFP 

Nets cruise to a 
124-108 victory 

Djokovic mystery 
deepens as stars 
arrive ahead of 
Australian Open
MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic has not with-
drawn from the ATP Cup despite claims he was
almost sure to do so, Tennis Australia said yester-
day, as other top players led by Naomi Osaka
began arriving ahead of the Australian Open. There
has been serious doubt as to whether men’s world
number one Djokovic would travel to Australia, hav-
ing refused to confirm if he has been vaccinated
against the coronavirus. An unnamed member of his
team told Serbian newspaper Blic that they were
“99 percent” sure that he would not play in the ATP
Cup, which comes ahead of the Australian Open,

adding to the intrigue over whether Djokovic would
be at the first Grand Slam of the year.

But Tennis Australia told AFP the Serbian had yet
to pull out of the teams event, which is due to start
on Saturday in Sydney with Djokovic drawn to play
Norway’s Casper Ruud on the opening day. “We
haven’t heard of any withdrawals from Team Serbia
for the ATP Cup,” a spokesperson said. Tennis
Australia has organized charter flights to bring
international stars into Melbourne and Sydney, with
the first that arrived yesterday. Defending women’s
Australian Open champion Osaka was among those
to touch down, but Djokovic was not on board, TA
said. Players can also opt to fly commercial.

Nine-time Australian Open champion Djokovic
could win a record 21st Grand Slam title if he plays
at Melbourne Park, but to enter Australia he and
members of his entourage have to be vaccinated.
The 34-year-old has previously expressed his
opposition to the vaccine and his father Srdjan said
in late November that Djokovic would probably not
play the Australian Open, accusing the organizers of
“blackmail”. The ATP Cup has already been hit by

several players testing positive for COVID, includ-
ing Russian world number five Andrey Rublev and
Canada’s Wimbledon semi-finalist Denis
Shapovalov. — AFP 

Novak Djokovic

World Cup to Rio 
carnival: Key 
events in 2022
PARIS: From the World Cup in Qatar to the
midterm elections in the United States, here
are the events that are likely to mark the
coming year.

Beijing’s Winter Olympics
Beijing stages the Winter Olympics from

February 4 to 20 under some of the strictest
rules for a mass sporting event since the pan-
demic began. Everybody attending, including
athletes, must be fully vaccinated or face a 21-
day quarantine and will be kept in a “closed-
loop” bubble from the moment they set foot in
the Chinese capital. Unlike the Tokyo Olympics,
there will be spectators but ticket sales are
restricted to people living in China. Activists
are calling for a diplomatic boycott over
China’s rights record, with an outcry over the
fate of tennis star Peng Shuai, who accused a
top Communist Party politician of sexual
assault, causing Beijing more headaches.

Rio Carnival returns... 
Rio de Janeiro is hoping its famed carnival

will return from February 25 to March 1, after
the pandemic scuppered last year’s party.
Hard-hit Brazil has recently seen a drop in virus
deaths, with more than 62 percent of its 213
million people now fully vaccinated. Rio’s sam-
ba schools are resuming rehearsals for their
massive parades and more than 500 groups
have registered to hold the epic street festivals
known as “blocos”.

More than two million tourists usually
descend on the iconic beach city for the party, a
quarter of them foreigners. Mayor Eduardo
Paes, a self-declared carnival lover, said he
would impose no social distancing rules or face
masks. “With everyone vaccinated, who would
keep their distance during carnival? It would be
ridiculous to even ask,” he said. “I’d be the first
one to break the rules.” But authorities have
said the event will depend on the COVID-19
outlook, with far-right President Jair Bolsonaro
saying he is against resuming carnivals.

As does Glastonbury
The legendary British music festival returns

for real in June for the first time since 2019
after its 50th anniversary celebrations in 2020
fell victim to the pandemic. About 135,000
tickets were sold for 2021’s five-day extrava-
ganza before a surge in COVID infections in
Britain meant it could only be live-streamed,
with Coldplay headlining. Billie Eilish, 19, will
become the youngest performer to headline
the fabled Pyramid Stage on June 24, while
Diana Ross takes top billing at the “Legends”
slot on June 26.

Five more years for Xi?
China’s most powerful leader since Mao

Zedong, President Xi Jinping is expected to
secure an unprecedented third term in office
when top Communist Party officials convene
for their 20th congress in the autumn of 2022.
The rubber-stamp meeting in Beijing - attend-
ed by around 2,000 delegates - will also
decide a new line-up for the powerful Politburo
Standing Committee which runs the world’s
second-largest economy. — AFP 

Australia retain
Ashes after 
crushing England
MELBOURNE: A relentless Australia spearheaded
by debutant Scott Boland skittled England for an
embarrassing 68 yesterday to win the third Test by an
innings and 14 runs and retain the Ashes with two
matches still to play. Just when a demoralized England
thought their tour could not get much worse, they
folded in the morning on day three in Melbourne and
will now be desperate to avoid a series whitewash.

England resumed at the MCG on 31 for four, still
51 runs behind, after a disastrous final hour on
Monday against some outstanding fast bowling that
left their Ashes dreams in tatters. Their survival
rested on skipper Joe Root, but when he fell for 28,
it was just a matter of time before the rest followed
- all over before lunch in an embarrassing chapter
for English cricket. Boland, called up as injury cover,
was invincible on his home ground, taking 6-7 off
four overs, equaling the record for the fastest five-

wicket haul in 19 balls.
Mitchell Starc ended with 3-29 as England’s mis-

ery was complete. “It is pretty insane. Just an awe-
some few weeks, everything clicked and everything
worked out,” said Australian skipper Pat Cummins.

“Thrilled for Scott Boland. We have been relentless.
“The bowlers have just turned up and owned their
areas outside off-stump. There have been big part-
nerships, everyone’s performed, everyone’s con-
tributed - it’s a great feeling.”

Ben Stokes resumed on two but his poor tour con-
tinued when he was clean-bowled by Starc for 11.
Jonny Bairstow made five and when Root was out it
was all over, with the tailenders quickly following. “It
is what it is,” said a dejected Root, who is facing
growing calls over his captaincy. “Credit to Australia,
they blew us away last night and they have outplayed
us in this Test match — in fact the series so far. “We
have a lot of hard work to do now and come back
strong in the last two games.”

Whether there would be play at all at the MCG
was in doubt after four members of the England party
- two support staff and two family members - tested
positive for coronavirus on Monday. But all players
from both teams underwent PCR tests after stumps
and returned negative results yesterday morning, with
the first ball bowled on schedule. England had headed
to Melbourne knowing they must win to keep the
five-Test series alive after heavy defeats in Brisbane
and Adelaide, with Australia only needing a draw to
retain the urn as holders. — AFP 

MELBOURNE: Australia’s captain Pat Cummins gives a
hug to team’s coach Justin Langer (right) after
Australia won the match and retained the Ashes at
the end of the third Ashes cricket Test match between
Australia and England yesterday. — AFP 

Black Jack and
LawConnect 
in close battle 
SYDNEY: There was a tight tussle
for line honors in the Sydney to
Hobart yacht race yesterday as Black
Jack and LawConnect headed toward
a possible “neck and neck” finish on
the River Derwent. SHK Scallywag
trailed in third place as further retire-
ments cut the original fleet of 88
yachts to 52, with harsh conditions
forcing withdrawals due to damage or
minor crew injuries - most coming on
the first day.

Super maxis Black Jack and
LawConnect were vying for the top
spot heading down Tasmania’s east
coast with the possibility of the duel
continuing right up to Hobart.
Yesterday morning, Black Jack had
regained a six nautical mile lead on
LawConnect. “They are neck and neck
at the moment,” Cruising Yacht Club of
Australia Commodore Noel Cornish

told media in Hobart. Calmer weather
was expected for most of the competi-
tors, but it was still tough to predict
when the first of the fleet would arrive
with light conditions making an arrival
late yesterday possible.

“We are looking forward to a good
day, and to where we will end up this
afternoon and evening,” said Black Jack
navigator Alex Nolan. “Everyone is very
well on board. Everyone is very happy.
We are pushing it very hard.” Weather
is critical in the 628-nautical-mile
(1,200-km) race down Australia’s east
coast to Hobart, one of the world’s most
challenging ocean events. Six men died,
five boats sank, and 55 sailors were res-
cued during the 1998 event when a
deep depression exploded over the
fleet in the Bass Strait.

But this year, organizers also faced
the trials of a global pandemic, which
already nixed last year’s edition - can-
celling the event for the first time
since it began in 1945. Before the
start, four yachts were forced to
retire, leaving 88 entrants at the start-
ing line, including 17 two-handed
crafts, which are allowed to take part

for the first time. It was a sharp
reduction from the 157 boats that set
out in 2019. Though the first yacht to
reach the finishing line grabs most

public attention, the main prize for
sailors is regarded as the handicap
honours, which take account of the
size of the yachts. —AFP 

SYDNEY: Supermaxi LawConnect leads the pack at the start of the Sydney to
Hobart yacht race on Sydney Harbour. — AFP 


