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Tottenham held by 10-man Saints 

SOUTHAMPTON: Tottenham Hotspur’s English striker Harry Kane (left) scores but goal is deemed off-side during the English Premier League football match between Southampton and Tottenham Hotspur at St 
Mary’s Stadium in Southampton yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Tottenham dropped two precious 
points against 10-man Southampton yesterday as 
West Ham hammered Watford 4-1 to turn up the 
heat in the race for a coveted Premier League 
top-four spot. Elsewhere on a truncated day of 
action due to coronavirus postponements, Crystal 
Palace cruised past bottom side Norwich 3-0 
while Liverpool prepared to take on Leicester in 
the pick of the day’s matches. Spurs are still 
unbeaten in the league since Antonio Conte took 
the helm early last month but they failed to make 
a man advantage count at St Mary’s, drawing 1-1. 

Southampton took a deserved lead in the 
25th minute with a stunning goal from James 
Ward-Prowse, who lashed home a first-time 
effort following a throw-in, leaving Hugo Lloris 
helpless. Tottenham had failed to make the most 

of their l imited openings but the game was 
turned on its head when Mohammed Salisu 
brought down Son Heung-min in the penalty 
area shortly before half-time. Salisu was sent 
off for a second yellow card and Harry Kane 
made no mistake from the spot. 

Kane had the ball in the net again early in the 
second half following a delightful floated pass 
from Harry Winks but the goal was ruled out for a 
marginal offside. Tottenham had another goal dis-
allowed after Southampton’s Fraser Forster spilled 
the ball under pressure, with referee Anthony 
Taylor judging that the goalkeeper had been 
fouled despite limited apparent contact. The 
home side were on the ropes for most of the rest 
of the game but Spurs failed to find a killer touch 
and left the south coast frustrated. 

West Ham comeback 
West Ham brushed off the disappointment of 

conceding an early goal at Vicarage Road to 
strengthen their push for a Champions League 
place. Watford took an early lead when Emmanuel 
Dennis was played in by Joshua King for his 
eighth goal of the season. West Ham were level in 
the 27th minute when Tomas Soucek fired past 
Daniel Bachmann after being found in space in 
the box by Jarrod Bowen.  

Two minutes later the visitors took the lead 
when Michail Antonio, on his return to the side, 
played in Said Benrahma, whose shot found the 
net via a deflection off Adam Masina. David 
Moyes’ men increased their lead from the penalty 
spot just before the hour mark when Mark Noble 
scored after Bowen was fouled by Bachmann. 

Nikola Vlasic completed the rout with a goal in 
stoppage time to make it 4-1. West Ham rise to 
fifth in the Premier League on 31 points after 19 
games, four behind Arsenal and one ahead of 
Spurs, who have two matches in hand. 

Crystal Palace made the perfect start at home 
to struggling Norwich, with Odsonne Edouard 
scoring from the penalty spot in the eighth 
minute. Patrick Vieira’s men doubled their lead in 
the 38th minute when Edouard cut back for Jean-
Philippe Mateta to fire into the bottom corner 
and Jeffrey Schlupp made it 3-0 four minutes lat-
er. Liverpool will be desperate to beat Leicester 
in the late kick-off at the King Power Stadium to 
close the six-point gap to leaders Manchester 
City, who have played a game more than their 
title rivals. — AFP  

West Ham sink Watford; Crystal Palace cruise past Norwich 3-0

NEWCASTLE: Ralf  Rangnick accused his 
Manchester United stars of lacking aggression 
after Edinson Cavani rescued a 1-1 draw at 
struggling Newcastle on Monday. Rangnick’s 
side trailed to Allan Saint-Maximin’s eye-catch-
ing early goal and were out-played for long peri-
ods at St James’ Park. Cavani came off the bench 
to bag his first goal since October in the second 
half, ensuring Rangnick avoided a first defeat in 
four games as United’s interim manager. But 
United remain in seventh place in the Premier 
League, seven points behind fourth placed 
Arsenal with two games in hand. 

Rangnick had won his first two league games 
since taking over from the axed Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer, but neither performance was especially 
convincing and this was another underwhelming 
effort. “I didn’t like the performance at all. We 
didn’t control the game apart from a few moments. 
It’s all about energy, physicality and who wins the 
second balls. In all those areas we weren’t at our 
best,” Rangnick said. “You have to be able to win 
those direct duels. Today was not a question of 
body language, it was a question of body physicali-
ty. “If you want to be competitive you have to get 
physical and this was not the case in many parts of 
the game.” 

United did have the excuse of the COVID out-
break that forced them into a 16-day period of 
inactivity since they won 1-0 at Norwich on 
December 11. Their games against Brentford and 
Brighton were postponed, with the club’s training 
ground shut for four days. But regardless of the 
coronavirus chaos, Rangnick will know United must 
improve dramatically if they are to secure a top 
four finish. “We need to be better and get more 
physical,” he said. “We shouldn’t be looking for 
excuses. “We have to meet the demands in terms of 

speed, tempo and rhythm.” 
Second bottom Newcastle ended a three-game 

losing streak, leaving them two points from safety 

after the most encouraging display of Eddie Howe’s 
eight-match reign. Although their COVID situation 
has improved, United still weren’t able to return a 
completely clean bill  of health after Sweden 
defender Victor Lindelof tested positive on Sunday. 

 
Rusty Man Utd 

Raphael Varane returned from injury to replace 
Lindelof, but United looked rusty after their 
enforced lay-off and Newcastle took advantage to 
snatch a seventh minute lead. Varane carelessly 
gifted possession to Sean Longstaff and he picked 
out Saint-Maximin. The French winger showed his 
mesmerizing dribbling ability as he shimmied past 
Diogo Dalot and Harry Maguire before steering a 
fierce strike past David De Gea from the edge of 
the area. 

Newcastle were a real threat on the counter and 
Jonjo Shelvey broke from the halfway line for a 25-
yard rocket that De Gea pushed away. United’s 
lethargy was encapsulated by a Cristiano Ronaldo 
miskick that drew a mocking roar of delight from 
the Gallowgate End. Rangnick responded by send-
ing on Sancho and Cavani for Fred and Greenwood 
at half-time. Crucially, Saint-Maximin should have 
scored with a close-range effort that lacked the 
power to beat De Gea.  

United finally began to emerge from their shell 
and Marcus Rashford’s dipping shot forced a tip 
over from Martin Dubravka. Ronaldo’s frustrations 
boiled over as he was booked for a reckless chal-
lenge on Ryan Fraser that had Newcastle baying 
for a red card. Fraser nearly exacted immediate ret-
ribution with a stinging drive which De Gea saved 
at full stretch. 

But United equalized in the 71st minute when 
Dalot’s cross reached Cavani and the Uruguay 
striker stabbed home at the second attempt after 
his first effort was blocked. It was the 80th 
league goal conceded by Newcastle in 2021, the 
most of any Premier League team in a calendar 
year. Cavani almost made it 81 moments later as 
his goalbound flick was hooked off the line by 
Jamaal  Lascel les . In  a  dramatic  f inale , 
Newcastle’s Jacob Murphy hit the post with a 
curler before Miguel Almiron’s strike forced a 
brilliant save from De Gea. — AFP 

BORMIO: Italy’s Dominik Paris won the men’s 
downhill race in Bormio for the sixth time yesterday 
ahead of Swiss Marco Odermatt who takes the 
overall World Cup lead. The 32-year-old Paris dom-
inated the race down the icy Stelvio piste in north-
ern Italy to finish 0.24 sec ahead of Odermatt with 
Swiss Niels Hintermann third at 0.80. 

Odermatt’s first podium finish in the downhill 
extends his lead in the overall World Cup standings 
to 286 points on Austrian Matthias Mayer, who fin-
ished 12th on the day, with two Super-G races today 
and tomorrow. Meanwhile Paris added to his 
impressive run of victories in the Lombardy ski 
resort after wins in 2012, 2017, 2018 and twice in 
2019. No skier has won a downhill race on the same 
piste as many times. 

“I tried to give everything, as always. And the 
Stelvio is the piste on which I do everything well, 
every time,” said Paris after a victory that catapult-
ed him to the top of the downhill World Cup stand-
ings, his great goal this season together with a first 
Olympic medal. Paris has missed out just once on 
the Stelvio, finishing fourth last year as he made his 
comeback following ruptured ligaments in his right 
knee. The skier from Italy’s South Tyrol claimed the 
16th World Cup downhill victory of his career and 
20th in total. 

“I don’t know why there is this special feeling 
between us,” he said of the Stelvio. “Every time it’s 
a war, from start to finish, special energy is needed. 
It’s a feeling that I really like. Then you must also 
take some risks in the key points. “I don’t know 
where I made the difference today, for sure I had 
some nice lines on the Carnecina and I was effective 
in the final stretch. But I think I did well all over.” 
Odermatt continued his blistering form ahead of the 
Winter Olympics in Beijing, notching up a seventh 
podium in ten races so far this season. — AFP  

Cavani rescues Man 
Utd in Newcastle 
a 1-1 draw

NEWCASTLE: Manchester United’s Brazilian midfielder 
Fred controls the ball during the English Premier 
League football match between Newcastle United and 
Manchester United on December 27, 2021. — AFP 

Paris sweeps to 
sixth Bormio 
downhill win


