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 News in brief

Crown Prince swears in new 
Cabinet, calls for reforms

MP Wasmi calls for backing Cabinet ‘formed by people’

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The new 16-member Cabinet headed by 
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Sabah was sworn in yesterday by HH the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, 
who called on the ministers to continue with reforms, 
implement economic programs and push the wheel of 
development. 

HH the Crown Prince also said he was hopeful and 
optimistic that fruitful cooperation will prevail 
between the government and the National Assembly 
to implement legislation that serve the interests of the 
people, while sticking to the constitution. HH the 
Prime Minister vowed the new Cabinet will push 
through the reforms, correct the economic path and 
make development plans its top priority. 

The Cabinet, which was announced on Tuesday, 

includes four MPs, the highest for many years. The 
new Cabinet includes nine new faces, while the entire 
economic team was changed with the exception of Oil 
Minister Mohammad Al-Fares, who also got the port-
folio of electricity and water. 

MP Obaid Al-Wasmi, who is considered an oppo-
sition lawmaker but has mended fences with the gov-
ernment in the past few months, welcomed the new 
Cabinet “which was formed by the people”. 

Addressing the prime minister, Wasmi said on Twitter 
that “the government, in whose formation and pro-
grams the people took part in, should defend it as 
long as it sticks to the constitution and achieves the 
aspirations of the nation”. 

MP Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf said the government 
should translate its plans into actions without delays, 
adding that he will continue to practice his parliamen-
tary roles in asking questions and grilling ministers.

KUWAIT: HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah poses for a group photo with HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and his Cabinet ministers after 
they were sworn in at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

Expats can renew driving license 
 
KUWAIT: The interior ministry yesterday 
resumed online and in-person renewal of driving 
licenses of expatriates, after suspending the 
service to ensure holders meet all the required 
conditions. During the suspension, only citizens, 
Gulf nationals, bedoons and drivers on article 20 
visas were allowed to renew their driving licens-
es. Licenses can now be renewed up to six 
months prior to the expiry date as long as the 
conditions are met.

Kuwait reports 329 COVID cases 
 
KUWAIT: The health ministry said Monday 
that 329 people tested positive for COVID-19 in 
the past 24 hours, taking Kuwait’s total caseload 
to 415,678. Recoveries went up by 56 to 
411,442, the ministry’s spokesman Dr Abdullah 
Al-Sanad said, noting that recoveries represent 
99 percent of overall infections. The death toll 
from the pandemic remained unchanged at 
2,468. Four cases are in ICUs and 21 patients are 
in hospital wards, while 1,768 others are being 
treated at home. — KUNA 

French parents sue over wrong jab 
 
RENNES: The parents of a 10-year-old girl in 
France are suing the authorities after their 
daughter received a Moderna COVID vaccine 
only allowed for adults over feared side effects. 
The ARS regional health service said the girl 
was mistakenly administered the Moderna shot 
on Dec 22 at the vaccination center in 
Avranches. France and several other countries 
are not letting children receive the Moderna 
vaccine over a potential risk of myocarditis, or 
inflammation of the heart muscle. — AFP  

NEW DELHI: A health worker screens passengers for COVID-19 at a rail-
way station yesterday. — AFP

PARIS: The world smashed a record 
number of COVID infections in a week, 
an AFP tally revealed yesterday, as the 
WHO warned a tsunami of cases from 
both the Omicron and Delta variants of 
COVID-19 will push health systems 
towards the brink of collapse. The 
highly transmissible variant propelled 
the United States, France and Denmark 
into fresh records yesterday. The AFP 
tally showed registered infections were 
up 37 percent to 6.55 million globally 
from Dec 22-28 compared to the pre-
vious seven-day period. 

They were the highest figures since 
the World Health Organization 
declared a pandemic in March 2020, 
underscoring the blistering pace of 
Omicron transmission, with tens of mil-
lions of people facing a second con-
secutive year of restrictions dampen-
ing New Year’s Eve celebrations. The 
surge, currently worst in Europe, is 
forcing governments to walk a 
tightrope between imposing restric-
tions designed to stop hospitals 
becoming overwhelmed and the need 
to keep economies and societies open 
two years after the virus first emerged 
in late 2019. 

The United States, where Omicron 
is already overwhelming hospitals, 
recorded its highest-ever seven-day 
average of new cases at 265,427, 
according to a tracker maintained by  
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WHO warns of 
‘tsunami’ amid 
record cases

MILTON KEYNES: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson visits a COVID-19 
vaccination center at the Rainbow Pharmacy in the Open University 
Campus’ Walton Hall yesterday. — AFP 

LONDON: Around 90 percent of 
coronavirus patients in intensive care 
units have not had a booster jab, 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said yesterday, defending his decision 
not to tighten virus curbs in England. 
Speaking at a vaccination center, 
Johnson urged people to get “vital” 
booster jabs, saying “the overwhelming 
majority” of those currently going into 
intensive care in our hospitals have not 
had the booster jab. 

“I’ve talked to doctors who say the 
numbers are running up to 90 percent 

of people in intensive care who are not 
boosted,” the prime minister added in 
Milton Keynes in central England. Those 
who have not been vaccinated are 
“eight times more likely to get into hos-
pital,” he warned. The UK has been hit 
by a huge surge of the new Omicron 
variant, with England and Wales report-
ing record case numbers on Tuesday. 
The UK has been one of Europe’s worst 
hit with a death toll of 148,021. 

So far more than 32.5 million people 
have had booster jabs in the UK, 
Johnson said. He urged the 2.4 million 
people who had two jabs more than six 
months ago but no booster to come for-
ward. While Northern Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales have limited social contacts 
and closed nightclubs ahead of New 
Year’s Eve celebrations, Johnson justified 
his decision not to do so in England. 
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