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GCC renews spirit of unity in 2021

KUWAIT: The following is a report highlighting 
major events related to the GCC Secretariat 
during 2021: 

Jan 4: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr 
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah announces 
that Saudi Arabia and Qatar have agreed to reopen 
air traffic, land and sea border crossings. 

Jan 5: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia hosts the 
41st summit of the Gulf Cooperation Council states’ 
(GCC) leaders in the historic city of Al-Ula in north-
west Saudi Arabia. 

Jan 5: Leaders of GCC countries press for 
enhancing pan-GCC cooperation to reach full inte-
gration and unity among its six member states. 

Jan 5: The GCC Supreme Council approves the 
agreement on linking payment systems between the 
GCC states, considering it the legal umbrella for the 
payments and settlements between the Council 
states, and authorizing the members of the Financial 
and Economic Cooperation Committee to sign it. 

Jan 5: The GCC approves the amendment of 

Article Six of the Joint Defense Agreement to 
change the name of the Joint Peninsula Shield 
Forces command to the Unified Military Command 
of the Cooperation Council member states. 

Jan 5: The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
renews its support for Security Council Resolution 
No 2107 (2013), which refers the file of Kuwaiti 
prisoners, missing persons, Kuwaiti property and 
the national archive to the United Nations Mission 
(UNAMI), to follow up on this file. 

Jan 5: The GCC Supreme Council approves the 
establishment of the Gulf Center for Disease 
Prevention and Control, under the umbrella of Gulf 
Health Council for Cooperation Council States. 

Jan 29: GCC health ministers approves the GCC 
public heath plan to respond to emergencies, the 
early warning system and the establishment of the 
Gulf center for disease prevention and control. 

Feb 11: The GCC health ministers hold an 
extraordinary online meeting to discuss precaution-
ary measures regarding the coronavirus. 

March 17: The GCC ministerial council, at end of 
its 147th session, affirms commitment to the latest 
GCC summit’s declarations, in line with the GCC 
statute and the joint defense treaty, that the coun-
tries would stand together in the face of any exter-
nal danger. 

April 18: The Secretariat General of GCC and 
Digital Cooperation Organization (DCO) signed a 
memorandum of understanding on cooperation in 
the field of digital economics. 

April 20: The GCC and Greece signed an MoU 
on cooperation in the political, economic, invest-
ment and commercial fields. 

Sept 1: GCC General Secretary Dr Nayef Al-
Hajarf announces the launch of the GCC Joint 
Production Foundation, which constitutes a new 
strategy that strengthens its identity as a profes-
sional, credible and Gulf media voice. 

Sept 16: General Secretariat of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) announces the conven-
ing of the 149th session of the Council’s Ministerial 

Meeting at the Headquarters of the Secretariat in 
Riyadh in the presence of Foreign Ministers of the 
GCC countries. 

Oct 5: General Secretariat and Airbus defense 
and space agency signed an MoU to boost security 
coordination and communication among GCC 
countries. 

Oct 10: Secretary General Dr Hajraf and Arab 
League Secretary General Ahmad Abul Gheit 
signed an MoU to cement cooperation and coordi-
nation between the two organizations. 

Nov 7: The General Secretariat signed an MoU 
with Bahrain’s center for strategic, international and 
energy studies to exploit resources and human 
resources. 

Nov 15: The GCC and Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation signed the executive program memo-
randum. 

Nov 18: General Secretariat and China’s trade 
ministry signed an MoU on countering harmful 
practices in international trade. — KUNA

RIYADH: Gulf Cooperation Council states’ (GCC) leaders take part in the 41st GCC Summit in Al-Ula, 
Saudi Arabia. — KUNA photos GCC leaders take part in the 42nd GCC Summit in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

KUWAIT: The following is a report highlighting 
major achievements and events related to social 
affairs, public unitalities and media in Kuwait, as well 
as the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development 
during 2021: 

 
Achievements  

May 3: The United Nations Regional Office for the 
Gulf States awarded the CEO of Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) Hashem Hashem an appreciation 
award for his efforts as one of the most prominent 
leaders of oil and gas in the Arab world. 

May 10: Kuwaiti photographer Mohammad 
Murad won an honorary award for one of his photos 
in the 31st edition of the International Competition 
for Photography and Video in the World of 
Mountains, Nature and Adventure (Maria Luisa 
Memorial). 

Aug 12: Kuwaiti engineer Ali Behbehani won the 
Arab Youth Award. 

Sept 1: Adnan Abul became the first Kuwaiti 
lawyer to be member in the association of interna-
tional lawyers federation. 

Sept 27: Kuwaiti businessman Bader Al-Essa won 
Sharjah government communications award. 

Sept 28: Dasman diabetes research center won 
the UN award for protection from non-communica-
ble diseases. 

Oct 13: Majed Al-Zaabi won an award for animal 

portrait category in an annual competition organized 
by the British Musuem of natural history. 

Nov 2: Sharjah International Book Fair named 
Kuwaiti novelist Taleb Al-Refai the cultural person of 
the year. 

Nov 22: Mohammad Murad won the animal faces 
category of the Nature in Focus competition, held in 
India. 

Dec 22: FAO honored Kuwaiti Nouf Al-Ayyadhi as 
its best youth employee for 2021. 

 
Social affairs and public utilities: 

Jan 31: Ministry of Justice declares issuance of 
executive regulations of the Law 12/2020, allowing 
citizens to have access to their official documents at 
state institutions. 

Feb 17: Directorate General of Civil Aviation inau-
gurates new headquarters to provide an appropriate 
and advanced environment to employees. 

April 3: Kuwait Ports Authority earned KD 56.4 
million ($186 million) profits for the fiscal year 2020-
21. 

April 21: Ministry of Communications (MoC) 
issued a stamp titled “Kuwait Fight Coronavirus 
Pandemic,” in collaboration with the ministry’s Postal 
Sector and Kuwait Philatelic Society. 

May 30: The Public Authority for agricultural 
affairs and fish resources reopen public parks from 
8:00 am till 10:00 pm. 

June 8: Civil Aviation authority signed a KD 9.2 
million ($30 million) contract with Spain’s Indra com-
pany to provide communication equipment for the 
new tower at Kuwait International Airport. 

June 23: Kuwait Ports Authority (KPA) announced 
three tenders for ‘New Kuwait 2035’ development 
plan, with a total value of about KD 5 million (about 
$16.6 million). 

July 5: Kuwait Airways announced resumption of 
flights to Geneva, Munich and Frankfurt as of July 9. 

Aug 1: Kuwait Airport started receiving non-vac-
cinated non-Kuwaitis. 

Oct 2: Kuwait Airways signed a mutual contract 
for ground handling operations at Kuwait and 
Amman Airports. 

Dec 13: Kuwait Airways signed agreement with 
security company to update its safety measures in 
accordance with international standards.  

 
Media: 

April 4: Head of the cinema sector at the Kuwait 
Artists and Media Syndicate announced that actor 
Saad Al-Faraj will be the main character of the 
Kuwait New Film Festival. 

April 6: The National Council for Culture, Arts and 
Literature (NCCAL) postponed ‘Kuwait is the Arab 
culture capital’ celebration from 2022 to 2026, based 
on the decision of the ministers in the Arab world. 

June 13: Cultural centers and museums re-opened 
with health precautions. 

June 29: Kuwait’s Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem 
Cultural Center nominated for the 2021 LCD Berlin 
Awards in the category of the ‘New Cultural 
Destination of the Year’ in the Middle East and 
Africa. 

July 13: Italian Ambassador to Kuwait honored 
Kamel Al-Abduljalil, Secretary General of NCCAL, 
with a cultural order in recognition of his efforts to 
boosting cultural and traditional relations between 
the two countries. 

Oct 1: Minister of Information Abdulrahman Al-
Mutairi, representing His Highness the Prime 
Minister, headed to Dubai to attend inauguration of 
Kuwait Pavilion at 2020 Expo Dubai. 

Oct 13: The NCCAL signed a cultural cooperation 

agreement with the Indian Embassy as part of cele-
brations of the 60th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries. 

Nov 3: That Al-Salasil won the best Arab publish-
ing house award at Sharjah International Book Fair. 

Nov 4: Jordan selected Kuwaiti actor Mohammad 
Al-Mansour, among Arab actors and men of letters, 
for an honorary award. 

Nov 17: Kuwait elected member in UNESCO’s 
Executive Council for 2021-25. 

Dec 12: Information Ministry launched its new 
website. 

 
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development: 

May 5: The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development signed a memorandum of understand-
ing with the United Nations Development Program 
to enhance technical cooperation and joint work 
between the two parties in the areas of financing 
economic and social developments. 

July 6: KFAED signed a grant agreement of KD 
361,000 ($1.2 million) to support Rohingya refugees 
in Bangladesh. 

Oct 3: KFAED signed a $1.9 million donation 
agreement with UNHCR to develop health services 
for Syrian refugees in Jordan. 

Oct 14: The Fund signed two donation agreements 
with UNRWA with a value of $21.5 million to 
improve health services for Palestinians in Lebanon. 

Oct 27: KFAED signed a KD 4 million ($13.2 mil-
lion) donation deal with UN-Habitat to finance a 
project regarding protection from sandstorms 
between Iraq and Kuwait. 

Nov 11: KFAED signed offered KD 24.2 million 
($80 million) in donations and loans to Jordan to 
finance Sabah Al-Ahmad LNG port and support 
Syrian refugees. — KUNA
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Johns Hopkins University. Harvard epidemiolo-

gist and immunologist Michael Mina tweeted that 
the count was likely the “tip of the iceberg” with the 
true number of cases likely far higher, because of a 
shortage of tests. 

France registered a new daily record of more 
than 200,000 cases - more than double the number 
recorded on Christmas Day - and extended into 
January the closure of nightclubs. In Denmark, 
which currently has the world’s highest rate of 
infection per person, recorded a fresh record of 
23,228 new infections, which authorities attributed 
in part to the large numbers of tests carried out 
after Christmas celebrations. 

“I am highly concerned that Omicron, being 
more transmissible, circulating at the same time as 
Delta, is leading to a tsunami of cases. This is and 
will continue to put immense pressure on exhausted 
health workers, and health systems on the brink of 
collapse,” WHO chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus told a press conference. Studies sug-
gest Omicron, now the dominant strain in some 
countries, carries a reduced risk of being admitted 
to hospital, but the World Health Organization still 
urged caution. 

“The overall risk related to the new variant of 
concern Omicron remains very high,” the UN health 
agency said. “Consistent evidence shows that the 
Omicron variant has a growth advantage over the 

Delta variant with a doubling time of two to three 
days.” More than 5.4 million people around the 
world have died from COVID-19, but over the last 
week the number of deaths averaged 6,450 a day, 
the AFP tally said, the lowest since Oct 2020. 

In Europe, where more than 3.5 million cases 
have been recorded in the last seven days, Greece 
banned music in bars and restaurants until January 
16, including on New Year’s Eve. French lawmakers 
were to start debating a new law that will only allow 
those vaccinated to enter restaurants, cinemas, 
museums and other public venues - no longer those 
showing proof of a negative COVID test. Germany 
has already forced sports competitions behind 
closed doors and shut nightclubs, limiting private 
gatherings to 10 vaccinated people - or two house-
holds where any unvaccinated people are present.  

In Asia, Vietnam - an export-reliant economy 
long seen as a success story - reported economic 
growth for 2021 at a 30-year low of just 2.58 per-
cent, as the pandemic takes its toll. Armed police in 
Jingxi in southern China, near the border with 
Vietnam, paraded four alleged violators of COVID 
rules through the streets, state media reported, a 
practice that was banned but which has resurfaced 
in the struggle to enforce a zero-COVID policy. 

Mexico City’s mayor on Tuesday cancelled the 
capital’s massive New Year’s Eve celebrations as a 
preventative measure after a rise in COVID-19 cas-
es. In Ukraine, three people died after a candle lit 
by a hospital employee in memory of a patient who 
died of the virus, started a fire in an intensive care 
unit in the western town of Kosiv. “Ignorance of the 
elementary laws of physics and disregard for safety 
rules have led to irreparable losses,” the emergen-
cies services said, describing the incident as a “ter-
rible mistake”. — AFP 
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The high take-up of boosters in England “is 

allowing us to go ahead with New Year in the cau-

tious way that we are,” he said. The government 
held back on further curbs because “we can see the 
data about the relative mildness of Omicron,” 
Johnson said. He also stressed the “very, very clear 
effect of getting those jabs, of boosters in particu-
lar,” saying “that’s what’s making a huge differ-
ence”. Johnson had set a target of offering a boost-
er jab to all adults by the end of the year. “What we 
need to do now is really finish off that work,” he 
said yesterday. — AFP 

UK PM: 90% in 
ICUs have not...

BEIRUT: Rebels from Ethiopia’s Tigray region are 
drawing on early Islamic history in an Arabic-language 
propaganda push to rally solidarity among Muslims 
online for their battle against the government. 
Thousands of people have been killed since the conflict 
erupted last year between the government in Addis 
Ababa and its foes, the rebel Tigrayan People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF). 

The overwhelmingly Christian Tigrayan people 
account for less than six percent of Ethiopia’s 110 mil-
lion people, and the media-savvy TPLF rebels may 
hope to win over Muslim allies among anti-government 
forces in the country’s complex multi-ethnic population 
- as well as generate sympathy abroad. Amongst 
Tigray’s five percent Muslim-minority, Tigrinya speak-
ers writing in Arabic have sought to remind people 
about the role the region played as one of the first 
Islamic settlements and as a refuge for early Muslims 
fleeing Makkah. 

But while their references may be drawn from the 
Holy Quran, “the conflict in Ethiopia is not religious but 
ethnic”, one Tigrayan activist using the alias Mustafa 
Habashi told AFP in Arabic, who insists his efforts are 
not connected to TPLF activities. One Twitter account, 
“Tigray in Arabic”, has amassed about 40,000 follow-
ers in just a few months. It translates statements by 
rebel leaders into Arabic and publishes reactions to 
statements from Addis Ababa. “Our mastery of Arabic 
and our Islamic culture has helped us address the Arab 
and Muslim world to make our cause known,” Habashi 
said. 

After Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sent federal 
forces into the Tigray region in Nov 2020, the number 
of times “Ethiopia” has appeared in Arabic on social 
media has risen sharply. The term received around 70 
million likes, clicks, posts and comments on Facebook, 
according to social media analytics tool CrowdTangle, 
data that includes all online content about the country. 
For reference, the number of Facebook users in the 
Arab world stands at about 187 million. 

By comparison, between Nov 2019 and Nov 2020, 
amid heightened concerns among Egyptian and 
Sudanese users over Ethiopia’s upstream Nile mega 
dam, this figure was less than 40 million. While Tigray 
may figure in many people’s consciousness because of 
the conflict, for much of the Arab world - where Islamic 
history is on the curriculum in schools - the region’s his-
tory is ingrained in the collective imagination. — AFP 

Ethiopia’s Tigray 
taps Muslim past in 
propaganda push


