
LOS ANGELES: The father of teenager acciden-
tally shot dead by US police in a department
store, demanded jail time Tuesday for the officers
involved in her killing. The death of 14-year-old
Valentina Orellana-Peralta is the latest at the
hands of law enforcement in a country where guns
abound and police readily resort to deadly force.

“The only thing I want is justice for my daugh-
ter,” Juan Pablo Orellana told reporters. “I will not
rest until the last day, until all these criminals are
in jail.” Valentina, a Chilean immigrant, was hiding
in a changing room last Thursday as Los Angeles
police rushed into the Burlington department
store to confront a man
swinging a bike lock at
customers.

Video footage of the
chaotic incident shows
several officers prowling
the aisles with weapons
drawn, one of whom
opens fire almost as soon
as he sees the attacker.
One of the bullets he fired
went through a wall and
killed the schoolgirl, who had been trying on
clothes with her mother for Christmas.

“We were together in a fitting room shopping
for Christmas clothes,” a tearful Soledad Peralta
said. “We heard screams, we sat hugging each
other praying, when something hit Valentina and
threw us to the floor.

“She died in my arms. I couldn’t do anything,
I couldn’t do anything. “To see a daughter die in

your arms is one of the greatest and deepest
pains one can imagine. She meant the world to
me,” she said. The parents were accompanied
by lawyers, including Benjamin Crump, a promi-
nent Black attorney specializing in wrongful
death suits, whose clients have included the
families of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and
George Floyd.

Los Angeles Police Chief Michael Moore has
pledged a “complete and transparent investiga-
tion” into Valentina’s death. Civil rights groups
have been quick to criticize the ready use of
weapons in a department store, where officers

could not have known
the full circumstances,
including whether
bystanders were present.
Emergency calls included
reports that the suspect
had a gun, but no firearm
was subsequently found. 

Family ‘destroyed’ 
There is no official

national record of fatal
shootings by US police officers, and reporting of
incidents by police departments is voluntary. A tal-
ly by the Washington Post shows 900 people have
been shot and killed by police in the last year.

Police frequently defend their use of deadly
force by pointing out that in a country with an
abundance of guns, they routinely encounter life-
threatening situations. In the wake of a number of
mass casualty shootings, police training has mor-

phed from stressing the need to negotiate and
avoid violence to moving quickly and decisively to
neutralize an attacker.

Valentina’s father on Tuesday said the actions
of police officers last week were “negligent”.

“They destroyed us as a family,” he said, showing
the skateboard he had bought his daughter for
Christmas. “All she wanted was to be an American
citizen. But death is what my daughter came here
to find.” —AFP
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LOS ANGELES, California: Protestors hold signs calling for justice for 14-year old Valentina Orellana-Peralta,
who was killed by a stray police bullet last week while shopping at a clothing store. —AFP

TUNIS: Italy’s top diplomat Luigi Di
Maio discussed clandestine migration
with Tunisian President Kais Saied
on Tuesday, in his first visit to the
North African country since the
president’s July 25 power grab. The
foreign minister praised Tunisian
efforts to stem the flow of irregular
migrants, according to a statement
on the presidency’s website. Saied
pointed out “the limits of traditional
policies in managing the phenome-
non of clandestine migration”.

He called for new strategies to
encourage “regular migration accord-
ing to mechanisms that respect the
rights of migrants”. Italy is a key
entry point to the European Union for
migrants from across Africa, with tens
of thousands boarding rickety boats
each year from Libyan or Tunisian
shores in search of better lives in
Europe.

In May, Italy’s Interior Minister
Luciana Lamorgese visited Tunisia
and announced a deal offering the
country economic aid in exchange for
extra efforts to stop migrants reaching
Italy. Several Tunisian civil society
groups marked Di Maio’s visit with a
press conference to demand answers
over the death of a Tunisian migrant
who had arrived in Sicily in October.
Wissem Ben Abdellatif, 26, died after
being detained in a centre for
migrants to be repatriated. “The living
conditions in these centres respect
neither human dignity nor basic
hygiene standards, especially during
the pandemic,” said Romdhane Ben
Amor of the Tunisian Forum for
Economic and Social Rights (FTDES).

He said Tunisia had “turned into
the coastguard”, stopping some
26,000 migrants reaching Italy in
2021. Ahmed Mssedi, a member of

Avocats Sans Frontieres (Lawyers
without Borders), accused Italian
authorities of “forcing migrants to
sign documents they don’t under-
stand”. Italian authorities have said
some 55,000 irregular migrants

reached Italy between January and
the start of November, compared to
fewer than 30,000 last year, with
Tunisian nationals making up the
majority of those who set out from
Tunisia.  —AFP

Former US Senate 
leader Harry 
Reid dies at 82 
WASHINGTON:  Former US Senate
majority leader Harry Reid, a Nevada
Democrat who rose from humble
beginnings to lead the upper chamber
during the presidencies of George W.
Bush and Barack Obama, has died
aged 82. “I am heartbroken to
announce the passing of my hus-
band,” his wife, Landra, said in a
statement released to US media,
adding he died “peacefully... sur-
rounded by our family.”

Reid, who used his experience in
Congress to help Obama steer his
landmark Affordable Care Act
through the Senate, had been diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer in 2018.
Laconic and soft-spoken, Reid was
born and raised in the mining town of
Searchlight, Nevada on December 2,
1939, in a house with no hot water or
indoor toilets.

A prize-fighter in his youth, he
used his pugilistic instincts to work
his way up to becoming one of the
longest-serving majority leaders in
the history of the US senate, and even
called his memoir “The Good Fight.”
Current Senate majority leader Chuck
Schumer, a Democrat from New York,

said Reid was “one of the most amaz-
ing individuals I’ve ever met.” “He
never forgot where he came from and
used those boxing instincts to fear-
lessly fight those who were hurting
the poor & middle class,” Schumer
said on Twitter. 

‘Skill and determination’ 
Despite his hardscrabble upbring-

ing, he was elected to the Senate in
1986 and became the upper cham-
ber’s Democratic leader in the 2004
elections. He served as Senate major-
ity leader from 2007 to 2015. Reid
often referred to his working class
origins-his father was a miner, his
mother a laundress, and neither par-
ent graduated from high school. He
hitchhiked 40 miles (65 kilometers) as
a teenager to attend the nearest high
school, and then graduated from Utah
State University and put himself
through George Washington
University Law School by working
nights as a member of the US Capitol
police.

Quixotic, he once filibustered the
Republicans by himself for nine hours,
by reading from the history book he
wrote about his hometown of
Searchlight. Reid was more conserva-
tive than most other Democrats in the
Senate. A practicing Mormon, he was
staunchly against abortion rights-a
stance that sometimes found him
working at cross purposes with oth-

ers in his Democratic caucus. In lieu
of a statement, Obama made public a
letter he had written to Reid shortly
before his death, in which he said: “I
wouldn’t have been president had it
not been for your encouragement and
support, and I wouldn’t have got most
of what I got done without your skill
and determination.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi called
Reid a “titan,” describing him as “a

leader of immense courage and fero-
cious conviction who worked tire-
lessly to achieve historic progress for
the American people.” Mitch
McConnell, the Republican minority
leader in the Senate, said that Reid’s
rise from poverty to political power
was a “quintessentially American sto-
ry, and it took Harry’s legendary
toughness, bluntness and tenacity to
make it happen.” —AFP

CARTHAGE, Tunisia: A handout picture provided by the Tunisian Presidency
Press Service shows Tunisia’s President Kais Saied (R) meeting Italian
Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio (L) at Carthage Palace. —AFP

Abbas makes rare 
visit to Zionist 
entity for talks 
JERUSALEM: Zionist entity unveiled a package of
“confidence-building measures” for the occupied
West Bank yesterday, after Defence Minister Benny
Gantz hosted talks with Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas on his first visit in years.

Abbas, leading a high-ranking delegation on his
first visit for an official meeting since 2010, held talks
with Gantz at his home in the central town of Rosh
HaAyin, according to sources and media.

“We discussed the implementation of economic
and civilian measures, and emphasised the impor-
tance of deepening security coordination and pre-
venting terror and violence — for the well-being of
both Jews and Palestinians,” Gantz said after the
meeting on Tuesday evening.

Yesterday, Zionist entity’s defence ministry
announced “confidence-building measures” with the
Palestinian Authority (PA). These included a $32 mil-
lion (100 million shekel) advance payment to the PA
in taxes collected on its behalf by Zionist entity, and
the granting of 600 extra permits allowing Palestinian
businessmen to cross into Zionist entity.

It also announced the regularisation of 6,000
more Palestinians living in the occupied West Bank,
which has been under Jewish control since the Six-
Day War of 1967. Zionist entity had already
announced in October — for the first time since 2009
— the regularisation of the status of 4,000
Palestinians living in the large swathe of the West
Bank known as Area C, where the Zionist enity exer-
cises civilian as well as military control.

‘Tense conditions’ 
“The meeting dealt with the importance of creat-

ing a political horizon that leads to a political solution,
in accordance with international resolutions,”
Palestinian Civil Affairs Minister Hussein al-Sheikh
said yesterday. Excluding annexed east Jerusalem, the
West Bank is home to nearly 500,000 Jewish settlers,
living in communities regarded as illegal under inter-
national law.

The talks also covered “the tense conditions on
the ground due to the practices of settlers” as well as
“many security, economic and humanitarian issues”,
Hussein al-Sheikh added. After Zionist entity’s coali-
tion government led by Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett was formed in June, Gantz had visited the
PA’s headquarters in the West Bank city of Ramallah
in August for talks with Abbas, the first official meet-
ing at such a level for several years.

But after those talks, hawkish Bennett, the former
head of a settler lobby group who opposes
Palestinian statehood, underlined that there was no
peace process under way with the Palestinians, “and
there won’t be one”. Right-winger Bennett leads a
motley coalition of parties ranging from the Jewish
nationalist right to the left and centre.

Zionist entity’s right-wing opposition Likud party
condemned the latest meeting, saying that “conces-
sions dangerous for Zionist entity’s security are only a
matter of time”. The party added a dismissive refer-
ence to Bennett’s governing coalition, which includes
an Zionist Arab party for the first time.

“The Zionist-Palestinian government has put the
Palestinians and Abbas back on the agenda... it is dan-
gerous for Zionist entity,” the Likud said.

Gantz’s meeting with Abbas follows a recent
visit to the region by US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan, with the administration of
President Joe Biden seeking to reboot relations
with the Palestinians that were broken under
Donald Trump. Palestinian Islamist movement
Hamas, which controls the Gaza Strip, also con-
demned the visit. —AFP
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PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania: File photo shows US Senate Democratic Leader
Harry Reid of Nevada and his wife, Landra, leave the stage on Day Three of the
Democratic National Convention at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. —AFP
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Maxwell jury 
deliberations resume
under COVID threat 
NEW YORK: US jurors resumed Tuesday their
deliberations in Ghislaine Maxwell’s sex crimes
trial, with the judge expressing concern that New
York City’s “astronomical spike” in COVID cases
could disrupt proceedings.

Judge Alison Nathan was considering keeping
the panel at work additional days this week as they
weigh charges that could result in the British
socialite spending the rest of her life behind bars.
“We now face a high and escalating risk” that jurors

and other trial participants could contract COVID-
19 and be forced to quarantine, Nathan said. “We’re
in a different place than we were two weeks ago.”

The judge has already asked jurors to extend
their daily schedule by one hour to 6 pm (2300
GMT) as the fast-spreading Omicron strain drives
up case rates in New York City and around the
world. Maxwell, who turned 60 on Christmas Day,
is accused of recruiting and grooming young girls
to be sexually abused by disgraced late American
financier Jeffrey Epstein.

The 12-person jury, which began considering
Maxwell’s fate on December 20, resumed deliber-
ations on Monday after a four-day holiday break.
US prosecutors argued that the daughter of for-
mer British newspaper baron Robert Maxwell was
a knowing participant in the conduct of Epstein,
who killed himself in a US jail in 2019 while await-

ing his own sex crimes trial.
Maxwell did not testify but in a defiant state-

ment to the court said prosecutors had failed to
prove her guilt. The jury must reach a unanimous
decision on any of the six counts facing Maxwell
if she is to be convicted. If they fail to reach una-
nimity on any of the charges, the judge could
declare a mistrial.

Prosecutor Alison Moe has argued Maxwell
was “the key” to Epstein’s scheme of enticing
young girls to give him massages, during which he
would sexually abuse them. Maxwell’s defense
team countered that there was a lack of evidence
to convict and questioned the accusers’ ability to
recollect quarter-century-old events. The team
also argued that Maxwell was being used as a
“scapegoat” for Epstein’s crimes after he evaded
justice. —AFP


