
HONG KONG: Hong Kong pro-democracy media
outlet Stand News said yesterday it will close after
a police raid and arrests of seven current and for-
mer staff members, in the latest blow to the city’s
rapidly shrinking press freedoms. Suppression of
the semi-autonomous Chinese city’s local press has
increased in the wake of 2019’s huge and often vio-
lent democracy protests and Beijing’s subsequent
imposition of a sweeping national security law.

Yesterday morning, police officers burst into
Stand News’ office, seizing phones, computers,
documents and thousands of dollars, while hauling
its acting editor-in-chief into the headquarters in
handcuffs as it was searched. “Because of the cur-
rent situation, Stand News will stop operating
immediately,” the outlet said later in a statement on
Facebook.

Stand News said its website and social media
would no longer be updated and would be taken
down soon. It added that acting editor-in-chief
Patrick Lam, who was among those arrested, had
resigned and all employees were terminated. Steve
Li, senior superintendent of the national security
police, accused the media outlet of publishing news
articles and blog posts between July 2020 and
November 2021 that incited hatred towards the Hong
Kong government, among other alleged crimes.

“They described Hong Kong protesters as ‘being
disappeared’ and ‘violated’... These are malicious
allegations without any factual basis,” Li told a
press conference. The seven individuals were
arrested under a British colonial-era law for “con-
spiracy to publish seditious publication”. More than
200 officers were deployed to search the outlet’s
newsroom with court authorisation to seize journal-
istic materials, police said.

Around lunchtime yesterday, they could be seen
hauling boxes from the office. Li said they seized

about HK$500,000 ($64,100) in cash. The national
security unit froze about HK$61 million ($7.8 mil-
lion) worth of the outlet’s assets, one of the largest
sums it has ever frozen, Li said.

‘Editorially independent’ 
Police also arrested former editor-in-chief Chung

Pui-kuen, as well as four board members who
resigned in June-Hong Kong pop star Denise Ho,
barrister Margaret Ng, Christine Fang and Chow
Tat-chi-according to local media. Former Apple
Daily editor Chan Pui-man, the wife of Chung, was
the seventh person arrested under the law, police
confirmed later in the day.

Li would not rule out further arrests, and said
some individuals not in Hong Kong had been put on
a wanted list. Announcing its closure, Stand News
thanked its readers, saying it was established as a
non-profit in December 2014 to “take a stand in
Hong Kong”. “Stand News was editorially inde-
pendent, and was dedicated to protecting Hong
Kong’s core values such as democracy, human
rights, freedom, rule of law and justice,” it said.

But Hong Kong’s chief secretary John Lee, com-
menting on the arrests, told reporters those

detained were “evil elements” and “bad apples
abusing the position... of media worker”. The
Committee to Protect Journalists described the raid
as “an open assault on Hong Kong’s already tattered
press freedom” and called for charges to be
dropped.

Stand News is the second Hong Kong media
company targeted by the authorities, after Apple
Daily-which shut down in June after its assets were

frozen under the national security law. Li denied
police were targeting the media, saying outlets
would not face legal trouble if their journalists
wrote “unbiased” reports.

Hong Kong has long served as a regional media
hub, though it has tumbled down press-freedom
rankings in recent years as Beijing asserts greater
control over the city. During 2019’s unrest, police
clashed with several Stand News reporters.  — AFP
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HONG KONG: Stand News chief editor Patrick Lam is brought to the news outlet’s office building in handcuffs
after police were deployed to search the premises in Hong Kong’s Kwun Tong district yesterday. —AFP

S Africa’s Tutu 
to lie in state 
for two days 
CAPE TOWN: The body of South
Africa’s revered anti-apartheid fighter
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who died
at the weekend aged 90, will lie in state
for two days ahead of his funeral on
New Year’s Day, his foundations said
on Tuesday. The lying in state was ini-
tially scheduled to last just one day-
Friday-but has been extended today
“to accommodate more mourners,” the
Archbishop Tutu IP Trust and
Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy
Foundation said.

The statement expressed deep
thanks for the outpouring of support
expressed around the world after Tutu
passed away. “This deluge of love
serves to compensate, to some extent,
for COVID regulations restricting the
size of gatherings and the nature of the
send-off our beloved Arch so richly

deserves,” the foundations said, refer-
ring to Tutu’s nickname.

Tutu’s body will lie in St. George’s
Cathedral, in his former Cape Town
parish. His body will be cremated after
the funeral and his ashes then placed in
the cathedral. Attendance at his
farewell on Saturday has to be capped
at 100 because of anti-coronavirus
restrictions, the archbishop of Cape
Town, Thabo Makgoba, has said.

Tributes from world leaders poured

in after Tutu’s death was announced on
Sunday. Within South Africa, many
deeply mourn the passing of the last
great hero of the anti-apartheid strug-
gle. For years, Tutu was the visible
emblem of the fight against white-
minority rule while Nelson Mandela
and other leaders were behind bars.

His hallmarks were religious faith,
unfailing humour and an unstinting will
to speak out against injustice-both
before and after apartheid. South

Africa’s national flag has been placed
at half-mast since Monday, while Cape
Town city hall and the famous Table
Mountain have been illuminated in
purple-the colour of Tutu’s gown.

Since Monday, the bells of Cape
Town cathedral have tolled for 10 min-
utes at noon to start what the church
hopes will be a moment of reflexion on
Tutu’s deeds by those who hear the
sound. Religious services are being
held around the country in his honour.

Cheapest coffin 
The foundations added that Tutu

“was very clear on his wishes for his
funeral.” “He wanted no ostentatious-
ness or lavish spending,” they said. “He
asked that the coffin be the cheapest
available, and that a bouquet of carna-
tions from his family be the only flow-
ers in the cathedral.”

He also asked that those who
wanted to buy flowers send the
equivalent amount in money to the
two foundations instead, they said.
Tutu was diagnosed with prostate
cancer in 1997 and repeatedly under-
went treatment. —AFP

SOWETO, South Africa: Anglican devotees set the stage for a memorial service in
honour of South African anti-apartheid icon Archbishop Desmond Tutu in front of
his house in Soweto, yesterday. —AFP

Ugandan novelist 
and govt critic 
arrested: Lawyer 
KAMPALA: A prominent Ugandan novelist
and government critic has been arrested in
Kampala, his lawyer said yesterday, prompting
calls by rights activists for his release. “Armed
men claiming to be from the Uganda Police
Force” broke into Kakwenza Rukirabashaija’s
home on Tuesday, his lawyer Eron Kiiza said,
adding that he had been on the telephone to
his client at the time.

“I heard them threaten to break his legs,”
Kiiza told AFP. An outspoken critic of
President Yoweri Museveni’s government,
Rukirabashaija won acclaim for his 2020 satir-
ical novel, “The Greedy Barbarian”, which
describes high-level corruption in a fictional
country. Rukirabashaija had recently stepped
up criticism of Museveni’s son Muhoozi
Kainerugaba-a general who many Ugandans
believe is positioning himself to take over from
his 77-year-old father-calling him “obese” and
a “curmudgeon”.

It was not immediately clear who arrested
the award-winning author, who wrote on his
Facebook page: “Men with guns are breaking
my door. They say they’re policemen but are
not in uniform.” There was no immediate com-
ment from Ugandan police. According to
Kiiza, witnesses saw Rukirabashaija being
bundled into a van known as a “drone”, which
is associated with abductions of government
opponents in Uganda.

Rukirabashaija was selected by the PEN
Pinter Prize to win this year’s International
Writer of Courage award, which is presented
annually to a writer who has been persecuted
for speaking out about their beliefs.
Rukirabashaija has been repeatedly arrested
after “The Greedy Barbarian” was published
and said he was tortured while being interro-
gated about his work by military intelligence.

At that time, he was accused of breaching
COVID-19 social distancing regulations, incit-
ing violence and promoting sectarianism. The
writer described his time in detention as
“inhumane and degrading” in his most recent
book “Banana Republic: Where Writing is
Treasonous”. — AFP

BIREUN, Indonesia: Indonesia yes-
terday said it will let dozens of
Rohingya refugees come ashore after
protests from locals and the interna-
tional community over its plan to push
them into Malaysian waters. At least
100 mostly women and children
aboard a stricken wooden vessel off
Aceh province were denied refuge in
Indonesia, where authorities on
Tuesday said they planned to push
them into the neighbouring Southeast
Asian country after fixing their boat.

After a day-long meeting yester-
day between officials in the coastal
town of Bireun, Jakarta backtracked
and said the refugees’ boat would be
towed to shore on humanitarian
grounds. “The decision was taken
after considering the emergency con-
dition of the refugees on that boat,”
said Armed Wijaya, head of the

national taskforce on refugees.
The Rohingya boat is now about

50 miles (80 kilometres) from Bireun
and would be pulled ashore, he said
without elaborating on the timing. “As
it is now in the middle of the pandem-
ic, all refugees will undergo medical
screening,” he said, adding that the
taskforce will coordinate with related
stakeholders to provide shelter and
logistics for the refugees.

Indonesian authorities first spotted
the wooden boat two days ago, strand-
ed about 70 nautical miles off the
Indonesian coast, according to a local
navy commander. Local fishermen had
alerted them on December 25, one of
them said. On Tuesday, Amnesty
International and the UNHCR called on
the government to let the stranded
group of Rohingya refugees land. The
earlier plan by authorities in Aceh to

send the refugees into Malaysia also
angered locals in Bireun, where a
group of fishermen on Wednesday

organised a protest demanding author-
ities to instead allow the Rohingya to
disembark.  —AFP
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BIREUN, Aceh: This handout photo taken and released yesterday by the Indonesian
Navy shows sailors bringing supplies to a navy ship destined for Rohingya refugees
after their boat was intercepted in the waters off Bireuen, Aceh province and were
denied refuge in Indonesia. — AFP

Chinese struggle 
providing food in 
locked down Xi’an
BEIJING: Chinese officials admitted yesterday
they have faced challenges getting enough supplies
to residents in locked-down Xi’an, after the city’s
inhabitants took to social media to complain they
didn’t have enough food and call for help. Thirteen
million residents in northern Xi’an are in their sev-
enth day of home confinement, and national health
officials have called for measures to be strength-
ened further as China battles its worst virus surge
in months.

Beijing has followed a strict “zero COVID” strat-
egy involving tight border restrictions and targeted
lockdowns since the virus first surfaced in a central

city in late 2019. But officials admitted at a press
conference yesterday that “low staff attendance and
difficulties in logistics and distribution” had led to
trouble providing essential supplies as the country
faces a resurgence in infections.

A day before, many residents asked on social
media for help acquiring food and other essen-
tials, with some saying their housing compounds
would not let them out even though they were
running out of food. Xi’an official Chen Jianfeng
told reporters that the local government has
mobilised enterprises to step up community dis-
tribution, with cadres supervising wholesale mar-
kets and supermarkets.

“We’re trying our best to assist in the problem of
staff turnout, and are issuing passes for vehicles
that guarantee the supply of necessities,” he said.
But some were still struggling with supplies. “How
do we live? What do we eat?” one user wrote on
the Twitter-like Weibo platform.

“Days ago, we could go out once to buy gro-

ceries but that’s been cancelled... all online grocery
apps are either sold out or beyond the delivery
range,” the user added. The city stepped up con-
finement measures on Monday, with many residents
told not to leave their homes except for virus test-
ing-after previously being told they could go out
once every three days to buy supplies.

Authorities had previously insisted that supplies
remain stable as they maintain strict controls of
movement into and out of Xi’an. The city has logged
over 960 domestic virus cases since December 9.
Although the surge in China is low in comparison to
rampant cases in Europe and the United States,
Chinese officials imposed what they have called the
“strictest” possible curbs in Xi’an.

Authorities have also detained at least seven
people in the city over attempting to skip quaran-
tine, disrupting order and spreading rumours, local
media said. The outbreak comes as Beijing prepares
to welcome thousands of overseas visitors to
February’s Winter Olympics. — AFP

XIAN, China: A resident undergoes a nucleic acid test
for the COVID-19 coronavirus in Xi’an in China’s north-
ern Shaanxi province yesterday. —AFP


