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Photo shows cut up halves of plant-based hamburgers with
meaty taste, made and cooked by a robot according to customer
requirements. —AFP photos

A man extracts a cooked plant-based hamburger with a meaty
taste, produced by a robot according to customer requirements.

Turkish doctoral student Gulfer
Ulas saw the first edition of her
favorite Thomas Mann collection

published for 33 liras. She found the
second print of the same two-volume
set selling months later at her Istanbul
book shop for 70 liras (about $6 at the
latest exchange rate).

The jump exemplifies the debilitating
unpredictability of Turkey’s raging eco-
nomic crisis on almost all facets of daily
life - from shopping to education and
culture. Publishers fear it could also kill
off an industry that offers a rare voice
of diversity in a country where most
media obey President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s socially conservative gov-
ernment. “I am a PhD student in inter-
national relations so I have to read a
lot. I spend almost 1,000 liras a month
on books on my reading list even
though I also download from the inter-
net,” Ulas said. “Book prices are sky-
rocketing.”

‘Essentials over books’ 
The Turkish book industry - almost

entirely dependent on paper imports -
pinpoints one of the flaws in the eco-
nomic experiment Erdogan has
unleashed on his nation of 84 million
people in the past few months. Erdogan
has ripped up the economic rule book
by orchestrating sharp interest rate
cuts in a bid to bring down chronically
rising consumer prices.

Economists struggle to remember the
last time a big country has done some-
thing similar because cheap lending is
widely presumed to cause inflation - not
cure it. Turks’ fears about further erosion
of their purchasing power prompted a
surge in gold and dollar purchases that
erased nearly half the lira’s value in a
matter of weeks. The accelerating losses
forced Erdogan last week to announce
new currency support measures - backed
by reportedly heavy exchange rate inter-
ventions - that have managed to erase a

good chunk of the slide.
Few economists see this as a long-

term solution. The lira now routinely
gains or loses five percent of its value a
day. Kirmizi Kedi publishing house owner
Haluk Hepkon says he fears all this uncer-
tainty “will compel people to prioritise
buying essentials and put aside buying
books”. “You publish a book, and let’s say
it becomes a hit and it costs 30 liras. And
you go to a second edition in a week and
the price climbs to 35 liras,” Hepkon said.
“Then for the third or fourth printing,
only God knows how much it will cost.”

‘Paying the price’
Turkey’s last official yearly inflation

reading in early December stood at 21
percent - a figure opposition parties
claim is being underreported by the state.
The next report on January 3 is almost
certain to show a big bump because the
lira’s implosion has ballooned the price of
imported energy and raw materials such

as those needed to make paper. Applied
economics professor Steve Hanke of
Johns Hopkins University calculates
Turkey’s current annual inflation rate at
more than 80 percent.

Turkish Publishers Association presi-
dent Kenan Kocaturk said global supply
chain disruptions caused by the coron-
avirus pandemic have contributed to his
industry’s problems by raising the price
of unbleached pulp. Turkey imports the
raw material because its own paper mills
have been privatized and then largely
shut down. “Only two of them continue
production while the others’ machines
were sold for scrap and their lands were
sold,” Kocaturk said. “Turkey is paying
the price for not seeing paper as a
strategic asset.”

‘Resistance’
Publishers are already trying to mini-

mize risks by planning to put fewer
books in print in the coming year. The

Heretik publishing house says it will not
print some books “due to the rise in the
exchange rate and the extraordinary
increase in paper costs”. Aras publishing
house editor Rober Koptas said he was
worried because printers represented a
voice of ideological “resistance” in
Turkey. “Almost the entire press speaks
in the same voice and the universities are
being silenced,” said Koptas. 

“But culture is just as important as
food, and maybe more so given there is
a need for educated people to address
economic woes,” Hepkon of Kirmizi
Kedi added. Avid readers such as
Ibrahim Ozcay say the crisis is already
keeping them from buying their favorite
books for friends. “I was told that the
book I want now costs 38 liras. I had
bought it for 24 liras,” said Ozcay. “They
say this is due to the lack of paper on
the market, which does not surprise me.
Everything in Turkey is imported now,”
he fumed.—AFP

Swiss-French photographer Sabine
Weiss, who chronicled social change
with a unique gaze for nearly eight

decades, has died aged 97 in her Paris
home, her family said yesterday. Weiss
was the last of the French humanist pho-
tography school of post-World War II
that reimagined the evocative powers of
images, which included Robert Doisneau,
Willy Ronis and Brassai.

A pioneer of what later became known
as street photography, Weiss captured the
condition of ordinary people in the French
capital, often outdoors, in a body of work
that has been shown in major retrospec-
tives around the world. She was also in
high demand as a portrait photographer
of artists, including composers Benjamin
Britten and Igor Stravinsky, renowned
cellist Pablo Casals and French painter
Fernand Leger.

“From the start I had to make a living
from photography, it wasn’t something
artistic,” Weiss told AFP in an interview in
2014, adding that she started taking pic-
tures in 1942. “It was a craft, I was a
craftswoman of photography,” she said.
Weiss was born in Switzerland and moved
to Paris in 1946, and she later became a
French citizen. Her work has featured in
160 exhibits and is shown in permanent
collections of several leading museums,
including the Museum of Modern Art and
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York, and the Centre Pompidou in Paris.

Weiss said that she had wanted to
immortalize “the snotty-nosed kids,” “the
beggars” and “the little piss-takers” in her
photos. “A good pictures must move you,
have a good composition and be sober,”
she told French daily La Croix. “People’s
sensitiveness must jump out at you.”

She told the France Inter broadcaster:
“The people who know me are the ones
who like my view of things. I have empa-
thy.” In the 1950s the photographer and
her American husband, the painter Hugh

Weiss, explored the streets of Paris, often
at night, looking to capture furtive
moments on film, such as a quick kiss,
crowds rushing to the metro or workers
on construction sites. “Back then the capi-
tal, at night, was covered in a beautiful
mist,” she remembered. She loved taking
pictures of children, saying “it’s great fun
to play with street kids.”

Born Sabine Weber on July 23, 1924,
in Saint-Gingolph on the shore of Lake
Geneva, she bought her first camera at
12, and became an apprentice in a presti-
gious Geneva photo studio at 16. Her first
job after her arrival in Paris was with the
fashion photographer Willy Maywald.
After she opened her own studio in 1950
in the bourgeois 16th Arrondissement of
the capital, Doisneau brought her onto
the team of the iconic fashion magazine
Vogue and into the Rapho photo agency. 

She met and photographed many of
the celebrities of the time, travelled exten-
sively, and made a living out of work in
the fashion, advertising, architecture and
performance industries. Apart from
Vogue, her media clients included
Newsweek, Time, Life, Esquire and Paris
Match. “I’ve done everything in photogra-
phy,” she told AFP in 2020. “I went into
morgues and into factories, I took pic-
tures of rich people and I took pictures of
fashion,” she said. “But what remains are
the pictures I took for myself, in stolen
moments.”

In 2017, Weiss donated 200,000 neg-
atives and 7,000 contact sheets to the
Elysee museum in Lausanne, Switzerland.
Renowned for her prowess with black-
and-white photography, she was nonethe-
less pleased with the arrival of digital
cameras, saying they brought “amazing”
progress in sharpness and lens quality.
But she also observed that “people don’t
really take pictures of the world around
them anymore, instead they take pictures
of themselves.” —AFP

In this file photo, Swiss-French photographer Sabine Weiss poses in front of her
pictures as she visits a retrospective exhibition of her work. —AFP

Atime capsule buried 130 years ago in
the base of a statue of a Confederate
general revealed its secrets on

Tuesday - bullets, buttons and currency from
the 1861-65 US Civil War along with other
artifacts. The copper box was found Monday
embedded in the stone pedestal of a statue
of General Robert E Lee, who commanded
the Army of Northern Virginia during the
bloody conflict between the North and the
South.

Lee’s bronze statue was erected in 1890
in Richmond, the Virginia city that was the
capital of the pro-slavery South during the
Civil War. It was taken down in September,
one of a number of Confederate monuments
removed in recent months. The time capsule
was opened on Tuesday by conservators at
the Department of Historic Resources in
Richmond and the contents were in relatively
good condition, having suffered only a bit of
water damage. “It’s in better shape than we
had expected,” said Kate Ridgway, the state
archaeological conservator, at a ceremony
during which the 14x14x8 inch (35x35x20
centimeter) box was opened before live tele-
vision cameras. “We thought everything
would be soup and it’s not soup so that’s
great,” Ridgway said.

An 1887 article in a Richmond newspaper
had listed some of the items secreted away in
the time capsule and they matched some of
those found on Tuesday. The newspaper arti-
cle had mentioned what would have been a
rare 1865 photograph of assassinated presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln in his casket but no
such photo was found. What was found was
an engraving from the April 29, 1865 edition
of Harper’s Weekly depicting a woman
weeping next to Lincoln’s casket.

Bullets, banknotes, buttons, coins 
Several Civil War bullets known as Minie

balls were also found in the container along
with a piece of wood with a bullet lodged in
it. There was a shell fragment said to be from
the 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg. “We were
actually afraid this was live ordnance,”
Ridgway said. “This was part of the reason
we had the bomb squad come out. It is, in

fact, not live.” A small Confederate flag and a
Masonic symbol carved out of wood were
also found enclosed in an envelope.

The wood used for the carvings reported-
ly came from a tree that grew over the grave
of another famed Confederate general,
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson. Also found in
the box were Confederate banknotes, but-
tons with the seal of the state of Virginia and
a bundle of 12 copper coins. The box also
contained a black leather bound Bible and an
1884 edition of a book written by Carlton
McCarthy titled “Detailed Minutiae of
Soldier Life in the Army of Northern
Virginia.” A commemorative bookmark fea-
turing General Lee was stuck inside the
McCarthy book.

Also found were an 1881 guide to
Richmond, an 1887 almanac, a number of
Masonic documents and the 1886 and
1887 reports of the Richmond Chamber of
Commerce. A different shoebox-sized
container found in the base of the Lee
statue was opened by the conservators
last week but was clearly not the time cap-
sule mentioned in the 1887 newspaper
piece. It contained three water-logged
books, a photograph in a soggy cloth
envelope and a coin.

The items appeared to have been memen-
tos left behind for posterity by some of the
workers who erected the statue. Lee’s statue
in Richmond became the focus of protests
for racial justice last year following the death
of George Floyd, a Black man who was mur-
dered by a white police officer in Minnesota.
During the Civil War, the Confederate South
seceded from the United States and fought
to maintain slavery, which the rest of the
country had abolished. —AFP

Photo shows a time capsule, a shoebox-
sized container which was found last
week in Richmond, Virginia, in the granite
pedestal of a statue erected in 1890 of
General Robert E Lee, who commanded
the Army of Northern Virginia during the
Civil War. —AFP

Afast food restaurant is serving up a
veggie steak made and cooked by a
robot that tailors ingredients and

cooking time to customer tastes. “It’s the
first time that a machine is making a per-
sonalized hamburger by itself,” said Racheli
Vizman, CEO of SavorEat, a Zionist start-
up that specializes in meat alternatives.
Customers can use an app to choose the
amount of vegetable protein or fat in their
“steak”, as well as its size and how they

want it cooked, she said.
The “robot chef”, which is the size of a

large oven, can make three different steaks
simultaneously-though a human staff mem-
ber makes up the burgers. It mixes ingredi-
ents including beans, potatoes and chick-
peas to create a texture that “resembles
that of real meat”, said Vizman, who started
the business in 2018 along with two profes-
sors from the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

The steaks at the BBB restaurant in the
coastal city of Herzliya are cooked within
minutes, she said, adding that they contain
no animal proteins and are kosher. “We
hope to respond to the cravings of vegetar-
ians, vegans and flexitarians,” who occa-
sionally eat meat, BBB’s Ahuva Turgeman
said. Around five percent of Zionists say
they are vegan and the market for meat
alternatives is on the rise, according to
SavorEat. —AFP

Books are displayed inside a bookstore at Karakoy port in Istanbul. Turkish doctorate student Gulfer Ulas visits a bookstore on istiklal
avenue in Istanbul.

A woman sits inside a bookstore at Karakoy port in Istanbul.
—AFP photos


