
SYDNEY: Novak Djokovic has pulled out of this
week’s ATP Cup in Sydney, organizers said yester-
day, heightening doubts over whether he will
defend his Australian Open title. There has been
intense speculation as to whether he will travel to
Australia, having refused to confirm if he has been
inoculated against the coronavirus. 

“World No 1 Novak Djokovic has withdrawn
from the 2022 ATP Cup,” organizers said in a state-
ment ahead of Saturday’s start to the team tourna-
ment. “Team Serbia will now be led by world No 33
Dusan Lajovic.” Djokovic, the nine-time Australian
Open champion, could win
a record 21st Grand Slam
title if he plays at
Melbourne Park next
month, but to enter
Australia he and members
of his entourage have to
be vaccinated.

He has previously
expressed his opposition
to the vaccine and his
father Srdjan said in late
November that Djokovic
would probably not play the first Grand Slam of the
year, accusing the organizers of “blackmail”.
Djokovic has been named in the entry list for the
Australian Open, which starts on January 17, but he
could yet withdraw. He was also originally on the
entry list for the ATP Cup. Tennis Australia has
organized charter flights to bring international stars
into Melbourne and Sydney.

Defending women’s Australian Open champion

Naomi Osaka was among those to touch down on
Tuesday, but Djokovic was not on board. Players
can also opt to fly commercial. The ATP Cup has
been hit by several withdrawals - either because of
COVID or injury - and as a result France will
replace Austria in Group B after Dominic Thiem and
Dennis Novak pulled out, organizers said yesterday.
Team Russia’s Andrey Rublev, who has COVID,
Aslan Karatsev and Evgeny Donskoy have also
withdrawn, the ATP Cup said, as has the USA’s
Austin Krajicek.

COVID looks set to cast a dark shadow over the
Australian Open and the
raft of tournaments in the
country beforehand.
Spanish superstar Rafael
Nadal, who was due to
play a warm-up event in
Melbourne next week, was
among several players to
have contracted the virus
at an Abu Dhabi exhibition
tournament this month. His
Abu Dhabi opponent,
Wimbledon semi-finalist

Denis Shapovalov, also later tested positive.
Three female players at the same event also test-

ed positive - Olympic gold medalist Belinda Bencic,
US Open champion Emma Raducanu and
Wimbledon quarter-finalist Ons Jabeur. Earlier yes-
terday, Nick Kyrgios urged Nadal and Djokovic to
play at the Australian Open, saying it would be a
“disaster” if the ‘Big Three’ were missing. Swiss ace
Roger Federer has already pulled out as he recovers

from a knee injury and Nadal’s plans are unclear.
The dominant ‘Big Three’ have won 20 Grand

Slam titles each and Kyrgios said tennis still needs
them, starting in Melbourne next month. “I honestly
don’t know Novak’s current situation with anything
COVID-related or what he needs to play,” the col-

orful Kyrgios told the Melbourne Age newspaper. “I
hope he’s had a good Christmas and I hope he’s
able to play in the sport for as long as possible
because I’ve voiced before I think Federer, Nadal
and Djokovic need to be (playing). “If all three
aren’t there, it’s a disaster.”— AFP 
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Djokovic withdraws from ATP Cup, 
deepening Australian Open doubts

COVID casts a dark shadow over Australian Open

MADRID: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return during the men’s singles semi-final match between Croatia and
Serbia at the Madrid arena. Djokovic has pulled out of the ATP Cup in Sydney, organizers said yesterday, amid
speculation about his vaccination status and whether he will defend his Australian Open title. —AFP 

‘Disaster’ as ‘Big 
Three’ go 

missing

stc sponsors
BeInspired
Obstacle Run 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications Company -
stc, a world-class digital leader providing innovative
services and platforms to customers, enabling the
digital transformation in Kuwait, announced its
sponsorship of the BeInspired Obstacle Run 2021.
The competition attracted running enthusiasts from
around Kuwait to participate in the challenging
event held at Sahara Kuwait Golf Resort.

Upon concluding one of the most challenging
competitions of its kind in Kuwait, stc’s Corporate
Communications team, led by Danah AlJasem, with
Aseel AlShaheen and Yousef Al-Maqroun who
organized the event in collaboration with Inspire
Fitness. The team recognized the winners of the
Men’s and Women’s Obstacle Run that was carried
out throughout the day. In line with social distanc-
ing protocols to maintain health measures, the com-
petition was held in small groups, each consisting of

a limited number of con-
testants.

Danah AlJasem, General
Manager of Corporate
Communications at stc,
said, “stc is keen to support
initiatives that encourage
individuals, of all ages and
nationalities, to adopt a
healthier lifestyle and pro-
mote teamwork that can

lead to higher productivity in the workplace. This
competition falls in line with our social responsibili-
ty framework which focuses on promoting health
awareness and an active lifestyle, while simultane-
ously supporting unique local initiatives that help
bring our community together for a good cause.”

AlJasem added, “We are pleased to collaborate
with Inspire Fitness in one of the most successful
runs in 2021, which was unfortunately postponed
last year due to the pandemic lockdowns. We look
forward to continue building our relationships with
similar entitiesthat share the same strategic direc-
tions with stc in this field.” AlJasem indicated that
stc considers this competition to be a significant
one as it concludes the series of events stc partici-

pated in this year. As an avid supporter of sports,
stc’s participation in this event comes days after
concluding the Amir Cup, the most followed football
championship in Kuwait.”

AlJasem concluded, “We will continue to support
and participate in similar initiatives that empower
the Kuwaiti society by embracing an active culture
through various platforms. We hope that our sup-
port inspires the youth and younger generation to
adopt active and healthier lifestyle choices that will
help them achieve future successes.” It is worth
mentioning that the BeInspired series was launched
by Inspire Fitness, a fitness health club with the lat-
est training equipment and highly qualified personal
trainers, creating a highly unique fitness experience. 

Inspire offers a multitude of outdoor activities,
including a triathlon club, swimming, rock climbing,
and a tennis club for all ages. Clients also have
access to a fully equipped gym, variety of classes, a
heated swimming pool, and CrossFit gym. To find
out more about stc’s events, promotions, and spon-
sorships, follow stc’s official social media platforms,
visit one of stc’s branches, download mystc mobile
application, visit www.stc.com.kw or contact the
customer service center by dialing 102 for around
the clock assistance. 

Danah AlJasem 

England must hit 
‘reset’ button after 
Ashes debacle
LONDON: Former England bowler Steve
Harmison said the Test team must hit the “reset”
button as a searching inquest began into their
humiliating Ashes capitulation in Australia. Joe
Root’s men were bowled out for a paltry 68 on
Tuesday as they slipped to an innings defeat in
the third Test in Melbourne - handing Australia an
unassailable 3-0 lead in the five-match series.

It was the latest in a string of woeful efforts
with the bat - England have not once reached 300
in six innings in Australia. Harmison, who was part
of the England team that won the Ashes on home
soil in 2005, said the “embarrassment” could prove
to be a moment of reckoning for some in the
England set-up. “There is going to be a big
inquest,” he told BT Sport. “There’s going to be a
lot of things blamed, people’s careers on the line.”

He added: “When you look at the history of the
Ashes in Australia, the only teams that have gone
over there and done anything meaningful are the
teams that have got first-innings runs. “Last night,
they (Australia) bowled brilliantly but that’s
embarrassing, I’m sorry, no fight. There was noth-
ing there.” England - reigning world champions in
the 50-over, white-ball format - have endured a
chastening year in Test cricket, losing their series
in India and tasting defeat at home against New
Zealand. Harmison said it would be short-sighted
just to look at the roles of head coach Chris
Silverwood and Root, who has had a fine year
personally with the bat.

He was critical of the England and Wales
Cricket Board’s (ECB’s) selection policy, saying
there was no continuity of decision-making, mean-
ing players did not know their roles in the side. “At
this moment now, England’s red-ball (Test) team is
in a lot worse state than what the white-ball team
was in 2015, when we left the World Cup with our
tail between our legs,” he said.

“And we pressed the reset button and I think
we have to.” Harmison said it was crucial to find
the right balance between red and white-ball
cricket and it was vital to find batsmen with the
ability to bat for long periods. “I think we need to
have a look at everything we do with the red ball
and that comes from the top all the way down to
under-19 red-ball cricket and try and make sure it
gets better and better and better,” he added.

Silverwood under fire 
Former England captains Michael Atherton and

Nasser Hussain both believe Silverwood should
be dismissed after the dismal tour concludes. “I
can’t see a situation where Silverwood will survive
this tour. All the responsibility lies with him as
that’s the way Giles has set things up,” Atherton
told Sky Sports.

Hussain added: “When England went down the
rotation policy at the start of the year, Athers said
‘let’s judge Silverwood by results at the end of
year’. Well, England have lost nine Test matches,
their worst-ever year. “Those results speak for
themselves so I think he is incredibly vulnerable.”
BBC cricket correspondent Jonathan Agnew said
he would be surprised if Root stayed on as cap-
tain while the skipper himself told the BBC: “You
can’t start looking at things too far in the future”.

Agnew, himself a former England Test bowler,
said England’s domestic structure was not “fit for
purpose”. “The (first-class) County Championship
has been marginalized to the fringes of the season
for the convenience of playing more limited-overs
cricket,” he wrote. “The ability to produce a solid
defense has given way to the desire to hit ramps,
scoops and towering sixes. — AFP 

Black Jack wins 
prestigious 
yacht race 
SYDNEY: Supermaxi Black Jack won the presti-
gious Sydney to Hobart yacht race on Tuesday end-
ing years of frustrating near misses. Owned by
Australian Peter Harburg and skippered by Mark
Bradford, Black Jack took line honors after a tight
tussle with LawConnect on the River Derwent after
two days 12 hours 37min and 17sec of racing. For
Harburg it was his first win in the race after several
times falling short and comes in a boat named after
Australian Formula One legend and three-time
world champion Jack Brabham, who was also a
friend of his.

Harburg’s decision to stay on shore for the first
time and not be on the boat - which he bought
ahead of the 2017 race - paid off handsomely.
Indeed Harburg had been on board when it finished
second (2018), third (2017) and fifth (2019) - the lat-
ter occasion it led before being overtaken by four
other boats. “Mark said he was confident from the
start. I was confident when that [finish] cannon went
off,” said Harburg.

“We will both be in tears anytime ... It’s the grand
prize of yachting in Australia. It’s the first time I’ve
been involved in the winning team.” It is the second
time the boat itself has won the race having tri-
umphed in 2009 under the name of Alfa Romeo when
powned by Neville Crichton - Harburg subsequently
bought it and changed the name. The crew celebrated
with hugs and pats on the backs before undergoing

Covid-19 tests and then finally set foot on dry land.
Bradford said the win was rich consolation after

so many years of trying and missing out. “We’ve
had five, six years in a row now and we’ve finished
first, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,” he
said. It was one of the slowest Sydney to Hobart
races ever with harsh conditions forcing with-
drawals due to damage or minor crew injuries. On
Tuesday morning, Black Jack had regained a six
nautical mile lead on LawConnect. Weather is criti-
cal in the 628-nautical-mile race down Australia’s

east coast to Hobart, one of the world’s most chal-
lenging ocean events.

Six men died, five boats sank, and 55 sailors
were rescued during the 1998 event when a deep
depression exploded over the fleet in the Bass
Strait. But this year, organizers also faced the trials
of a global pandemic, which already nixed last
year’s edition - cancelling the event for the first time
since it began in 1945. Several yachts were also
unable to compete because of COVID-19, including
favorites Comanche and Wild Oats XI. —AFP 

HOBART: Photo shows yacht Black Jack heading towards Hobart during the 2021 Sydney to Hobart yacht race. —AFP 


