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Lakers down Rockets 132-123 

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James notched 
a 32-point triple-double on Tuesday to 
help the Los Angeles Lakers snap a five-
game NBA skid with a 132-123 victory 
over the Houston Rockets. The four-time 
NBA champion was listed as the starting 
center for the first time in his 19-year 
career, as a Lakers team without injured 
star Anthony Davis grappled with coron-
avirus-related absences that included 
Rajon Rondo, Trevor Ariza and head 
coach Frank Vogel. 

“I’m just trying to do whatever it 
takes for this team,” said James, who 
added 11 rebounds and 11 assists for his 
third triple-double of the season. 
“Tonight I was starting at center for the 
first time in my career and, you know, we 
were able to get off that five-game los-
ing streak,” he added. James became the 
third NBA player to reach 36,000 career 
points after Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
(38,387) and Karl Malone (36,928). 
Russell Westbrook also played a key role 
with a triple-double of his own of 24 
points, 12 rebounds and 10 assists - his 
seventh of the season. 

Meanwhile, Malik Monk added 25 
points and Carmelo Anthony scored 24 

off the bench - his three-pointer with 
2:25 remaining giving the Lakers a four-
point cushion. James followed with a pair 
of free-throws and a one-handed slam 
that made it 124-116 and the Rockets 
wouldn’t get the deficit below five points 
from there. “Coming off the tough loss in 
the Christmas Day game we got some 
big contributions,” he said. “Melo was 
spectacular off the bench once again. 
Everybody gave us great minutes.” 

 
Nuggets hold off Warriors 

The league-leading Golden State 
Warriors shook off a dismal start in 
Denver, erasing a 24-point halftime deficit 
but coming up just short in an 89-86 loss 
to the Nuggets. The Warriors, who lost 
Draymond Green to COVID-19 concerns 
on Monday, looked lost as the Nuggets 
raced to a 10-0 lead to start the game. 
Denver, led by 22 points from reigning 
NBA MVP Nikola Jokic, led 60-36 at 
halftime and held on in the face of a furi-
ous late rally from the Warriors that 
included 15 fourth-quarter points from 
star Stephen Curry. 

Curry, who was held to two points in a 
first half in which he missed all five of his 

three-point attempts, finished with 23 
points. With five three-pointers on the 
night he became the first NBA player to 
make 3,000 shots from beyond the arc, 
but with just 1.2 seconds left the ball was 
in teammate’s Andre Iguodala hands with 
Golden State needing a three-pointer to 
force overtime. 

He missed, and the Nuggets held on 
for the win. Jokic added 18 rebounds, five 
assists and a big block of Warriors rookie 
Jonathan Kuminga’s potential game-tying 
layup with 3.7 seconds remaining. Will 
Barton added 21 points for Denver. 
Elsewhere, NBA champion Milwaukee 
Bucks beat Orlando Magic 127-110 
behind 28 points from two-time NBA 
Most Valuable Player Giannis 
Antetokounmpo. Khris Middleton scored 
21 points for the Bucks, who notched 
their fourth straight victory. 

In New Orleans, Garrett Temple 
drained four three-pointers in less than 
four minutes in the fourth quarter as the 
Pelicans rallied for a 108-104 victory over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, who led by as 
many as 23 points early. Jonas Valanciunus 
made four free throws in the final 28.7 
seconds to seal the victory over 

Cleveland, after a knee injury saw Ricky 
Rubio carried off in the final three minutes. 
In Toronto, Tobias Harris notched the first 
triple-double of his career, scoring 19 

points with 12 rebounds and 10 assists to 
back up Joel Embiid’s 36 points and 11 
rebounds for the Philadelphia 76ers in a 
114-109 victory over the Raptors. — AFP 

James, Westbrook triple-doubles propel Lakers 

HOUSTON: Jalen Green #0 of the Houston Rockets hangs on the rim after dunking a ball during the first half against the Los Angeles Lakers at Toyota Center on December 28, 2021. — AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Andrew Wiggins #22 of the Golden State Warriors shoots the ball dur-
ing the game against the Denver Nuggets on December 28, 2021. — AFP 

LONDON: Jurgen Klopp admitted Liverpool had 
only themselves to blame for their shock 1-0 defeat 
at Leicester as Mohamed Salah’s penalty miss and 
Ademola Lookman’s winner dented the Reds’ title 
challenge on Tuesday. Klopp’s side saw their 10-
match unbeaten run in all competitions ended by 
Lookman’s second half strike. Liverpool trail leaders 
Manchester City by six points as the champions 
played at Brentford yesterday. 

Beaten for the first time since their 3-2 loss at 
West Ham in November, second placed Liverpool 
paid the price for missed chances. Crucially, Kasper 
Schmeichel saved Salah’s first half penalty as 
Liverpool failed to score in the league for the first 
time since March. “We were just not good enough. 
We still had enough chances. What we did with the 
ball was just not right. We played a really bad 
game,” Klopp said. “We should have defended bet-
ter. We do that usually, why we didn’t do it today is 
hard to explain. There were so many performances 
below the normal level.” 

Liverpool’s flop against COVID and injury rav-
aged Leicester, who were hammered 6-3 by City 
on Sunday, puts extra pressure on them to take 

maximum points at title rivals Chelsea in their first 
game of 2022 on Sunday. “It’s a big gap. In this 
moment it is not my problem. If we play our nor-
mal football, Liverpool football, we have the 
chance to win more games,” Klopp said. “The first 
thing is not to do it ever again like this. We lost 
our rhythm and weren’t calm enough to get it 
back. That is our fault.” 

Leicester boss Brendan Rodgers added: “It’s an 
absolutely heroic performance. An amazing result 
for us with everything we’re going through against 
one of the best teams in the world.” Liverpool had 
more rest than Leicester over Christmas after a 
Leeds COVID outbreak forced the postponement 
of their game on Sunday. Back in action only 48 
hours after their thrashing at City, Leicester were 
unable to field a recognized centre-back for a 
rematch of the League Cup quarter-final won by 
Liverpool on penalties last week. 

Liverpool, bolstered by Virgil van Dijk’s return 
from COVID, looked set to take advantage of 
Leicester’s makeshift line-up in the early stages. 
Salah had a golden opportunity to open the scoring 
in the 16th minute after his slalom through the 
Leicester defense was halted by Wilfred Ndidi’s 
trip. But Salah failed to score a Liverpool penalty 
for only the third time as Schmeichel saved his 
unconvincing effort before the Egyptian headed the 
rebound against the bar. 

Schmeichel made a host of fine saves to keep 
Liverpool at bay before Sadio Mane was guilty of a 
shocking miss when he sprinted through the heart 

of the Leicester defence, only to blaze over. Klopp 
held his head in frustration and the German had 
even more reason to rue Liverpool’s profligacy in 
the 59th minute. 

Three minutes after coming off the bench, for-
mer Everton forward Lookman took Kiernan 
Dewsbury-Hall’s pass, danced past Joel Matip and 
forced Van Dijk to back off as he planted a fine 

f inish past Alisson Becker from 10 yards. 
Elsewhere on Tuesday, Tottenham were held to a 
1-1 draw at 10-man Southampton. Southampton 
took a deserved lead in the 25th minute with a 
stunning strike from James Ward-Prowse. The 
game was turned on its head when Mohammed 
Salisu brought down Son Heung-min in the penal-
ty area shortly before half-time. — AFP 

Liverpool stunned  
as Lookman lifts  
Leicester

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s Danish goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel (center) saves from a header by Liverpool’s 
Portuguese striker Diogo Jota (2nd left) during the English Premier League football match between Leicester 
City and Liverpool at King Power Stadium in Leicester. — AFP  


