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KUWAIT: This aerial view shows Kuwait City skyscrapers caught in heavy fog yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Mamun, Jleeb’s
proud mechanic
who turned
dream into reality
By Ben Garcia 

Every day is a new day, with new chal-
lenges, new opportunities and new
customers. This is the mantra of

Mamun, a Bangladeshi man whose business
has flourished over the past 18 years. Mamun
is an experienced mechanic and owner of
‘Mamun Shop’ garage in Jleeb. He has
worked dedicatedly to perfect his craft by
repairing the mechanical and electrical works
of cars. 

Since 2003, he has seen a growing num-
ber of new customers who come to his
garage to diagnose and repair everything
from engines to air-conditioning. “At the be-
ginning, it was a real struggle dealing with
different customers because I was young and
inexperienced. Few customers came to the
garage as they did not trust me. So my uncle
put me on cleaning and petty jobs. Slowly, I
took advantage of opportunities and honed
my skills in this profession,” he said. 

Mamun’s uncle brought him to Kuwait
when he was only 16 and had just completed

high school. “I came and joined him from
2003 to 2007, working and honing my skills
as an auto mechanic,” he said. “I was pas-
sionate about the job, because back in Dhaka
I worked part-time at my relative’s garage
since I was 11. I also did a auto mechanic
course, but only after coming to Kuwait I had
practical hands-on experience.” 

Mamun was a dreamer, and wasn’t satis-
fied working as an assistant mechanic. To his
fortune, one day his uncle decided to go back
to Bangladesh for good, so he took over the
garage as the new owner. “At first I used to
return the favor to my uncle by remitting
money to him regularly, but after his death, I
stopped doing so,” he told Kuwait Times. 

Mamun said anyone with a passion for
cars can be a good mechanic, and he is proud
that he aimed for bigger things than just
being a helper. “I admit that during my early
days as a mechanic, I made many mistakes,
and some of my work had to be redone by
my uncle or an experienced mechanic. In this
profession, you need skills plus experience,”
he pointed out. “When a customer comes
with their car to diagnose the problem and
fix it in a professional way by doing a good
job, they in return recommend you to their
friends, and your business grows, he said.

Mamun’s strength is in overhauling the
engine. “I am an expert in overhauling diesel
and petrol engines, and after many failed at-
tempts, I was able to master the art. Now I
can diagnose any fault only by the sound of
the engine,” he said.

Borrower tells
story of falling
into loan shark trap
By Ben Garcia 

Rosal Oniola hasn’t gone home to the Philippines
for nearly 16 years, because of a travel ban im-
posed on her after she borrowed money from at

least five loan sharks. She came to Kuwait in Nov 1999,
and only traveled once in 2006. Last month, when one
of the lenders died due to COVID-19, Rosal was happy
and thankful, because she wouldn’t have to pay her
back. “I feel I am drowning in the middle of an ocean. I
need help badly,” she told Kuwait Times. 

Rosal said her borrowing spree started soon after
arriving in Kuwait. First, she took KD 450 from a loan
shark to pay her employer the money he demanded for
her release. “I repaid the KD 450 loan for years with a
20 percent monthly interest. There were times I could
not pay on time, which increased both the principal and
the interest amounts,” she recalled. 

A loan shark is a person or entity that lends money
at high interest rates. They often use threats to collect
their debts. The interest rates are generally well above
the local bank interest rates. Loan-sharking is a crim-
inal offence in Kuwait as lenders do not have legal li-
censes or permits to operate. Loan sharks often target
vulnerable people, offering to help solve their financial
problems. Payments are collected on a monthly basis,
and sometimes even weekly or daily. Failure to pay

back means a doubling of the interest rates.
Like Rosal, many other Filipinos have fallen into this

trap of borrowing easy money for immediate financial
relief. Borrowers find it easy to get cash without pro-
viding documents or guarantors. But loan sharks
sometimes ask for their passport or debit card. The
bank card is kept by the lenders to guarantee the
amount borrowed is paid on time from their monthly
salary. Other loan sharks don’t ask for any documents,
but require borrowers to sign on a blank paper, which
serves as a promissory note known as a ‘compiala’.
Since the borrowers are signing on a blank paper,
there is a risk the lender may change the amount. 

On one occasion, Rosal signed on a blank paper
for a loan of KD 200. “I borrowed it from a bedoon
loan shark in 2013, but he altered the amount in the
compiala from KD 200 to KD 2,000. After paying KD
1,700 with interest, he still wanted me to pay KD
2,000, as he denied receiving the amount. Later, I was
stopped by the police, who found I had a case filed
against me. I was taken to the police station and was
behind bars for a day,” she said. “At the police station,
I explained to the officers my side of the story, but they
didn’t believe it because they saw my signature on the
compiala. So I agreed to pay KD 50 monthly to be re-
leased from detention.” 

One of the reasons why she ended up borrowing
money was because her salary was not enough to
cover her expenses and remittances to the Philippines.
“I have three school-going children. At this time, I need
rest, and am longing to go back home,” the 58-year-
old told Kuwait Times. She also claimed to have un-
dergone a series of heart-related surgeries at Amiri
Hospital recently. “I have sought help from the Philip-
pines Embassy,” she added. 


