
CAPE TOWN:  South Africans streamed into a
Cape Town cathedral yesterday to pay their last
respects to Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the glob-
ally venerated anti-apartheid icon, who lay in a
simple pine coffin. Six Anglican clerics carried
the coffin into St George’s Cathedral, where the
Nobel Peace laureate once railed against white
rule and was formerly archbishop, at 0640 GMT
and placed it near the altar.

The simple coffin, adorned with a small bou-
quet of carnations, was in line with wishes for
modesty expressed by the much-loved rights
advocate before he died. The tireless spiritual
and political leader passed away peacefully aged
90 on Boxing Day. His body will be cremated
and his ashes buried on New Year’s Day.

His body will lie in state throughout Thursday
and Friday to allow as many people as possible to
say their final goodbyes. Reverend Gilmore Fry
told AFP that the lying-in state had been extended
to two days “for fear there might be a stampede”.
Ordinary South Africans of all races and ages
started streaming into the Anglican church as soon
as the doors opened to the public.

“We’ve come to pay our respects,” said Joan
Coulson, 70, who arrived with her sister early in
the morning to be one of the first to enter. She
first met Tutu, her “rock star”, aged 15. “I would
compare him with Elvis,” referring to the leg-
endary US rock and roll star. A young girl spot-
ting a purple top, paused briefly before the

coffin, gesturing the sign of the cross and waived
her braided hair.

A woman donning a purple Muslim veil, stood
briefly before the coffin. Other mourners stood
before the coffin and bowed in a show of re-
spect. Purple has become the preferred colour
in honour of Tutu’s purple clerical robes.

Before opening up to members of the public,
the church conducted a private service for the
family, including his widow Leah. 

‘No ostentatiousness’ 
The coffin was opened for the family to view

the body and they sang Tutu’s favourite hymn,

according to Tutu’s successor, Thabo Makgoba.
Following a private cremation, Tutu’s ashes will
be interred inside the cathedral and where bells
have been ringing in his memory for 10 minutes
at midday every day since Monday.

Hundreds of people have already flocked to
St George’s since Sunday-where Tutu served as
the Anglican archbishop of Cape Town for a
decade until 1996 — to lay flowers and sign a
book of condolences.

He then led a harrowing journey into South
Africa’s dark past as chairman of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, which exposed the
horrors of apartheid in terrible detail. South
Africa is marking a week-long mourning for Tutu
with the country’s multi-coloured flag flying at
half-mast nationwide and ceremonies taking
place every day until the funeral.

The service on New Year’s Day will be simple
in line with his wishes. “He wanted no ostenta-
tiousness or lavish spending,” said his founda-
tion, adding he even “asked that the coffin be the
cheapest available”. In line with COVID-19 re-
strictions, the numbers of mourners attending
the funeral will be restricted.

Tutu had also wanted military rites to be lim-
ited. Only the South African flag will be pre-
sented to his wife Leah. The couple married in
1955 and had four children. Weakened by ad-
vanced age and prostate cancer, he had retired
from public life in recent years. — AFP
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CAPE TOWN: Thandi Tutu, the daughter of South African anti-Apartheid icon Archbishop Desmond Tutu, is com-
forted while her father’s coffin arrives to lie in state at St. George’s Cathedral in Cape Town yesterday. —AFP

South Africans pay respects 
as Tutu’s body lies in state 

South African flag will be presented to his wife Leah

British socialite 
Maxwell convicted 
of sex trafficking 
NEW YORK: British socialite Ghislaine Maxwell was found
guilty in New York on Wednesday of recruiting and grooming
young girls to be sexually abused by the late American financier
Jeffrey Epstein. Maxwell faces spending the rest of her life behind
bars after the 12-person jury convicted her on five of the six
counts she was facing, including the most serious charge of sex
trafficking a minor.

The conviction, just days after she turned 60 on Christmas,
caps a remarkable fall from grace for the Oxford-educated
daughter of the late British press baron Robert Maxwell, who
grew up in wealth and privilege as a friend to royalty. She sat pas-
sively in the Manhattan courtroom, slowly removing her mask to
take sips of water, after Judge Alison Nathan read out the verdicts,
reached after five full days of deliberation by the jury.

Afterwards, Maxwell’s attorney, Bobbi Sternheim, said her
legal team was already working on an appeal and they were “con-
fident that she will be vindicated.” “We firmly believe in Ghislaine’s
innocence. Obviously we are very disappointed with the verdict,”
Sternheim told reporters outside the courthouse.

Sex trafficking of minors carries a maximum 40-year sentence.
The lesser charges have terms of five or 10 years. Maxwell was
found not guilty of one count-enticement of a minor to travel to
engage in illegal sex acts. Nathan offered her “sincere thanks” to

the jury for their service, adding that they served with “diligence.”
Maxwell walked out of the courtroom into detention as she has

done every day of the month-long trial. She was not handcuffed
and will return to the Metropolitan Detention Center in Brooklyn.
No date was set for her sentencing.

US Attorney Damian Williams welcomed the verdict, saying
Maxwell had been found guilty of “the worst crimes imaginable-
facilitating and participating in the sexual abuse of children.” “The
road to justice has been far too long. But, today, justice has been
done,” Williams said in a statement. The charges against Maxwell
stemmed from 1994 to 2004.

Two of Epstein’s alleged victims said they were as young as 14
when Maxwell allegedly began grooming them and arranging for
them to give massages to Epstein that ended in sexual activity.
One, identified only as “Jane,” detailed how Maxwell recruited her
at summer camp and made her feel “special.”

She said sexual encounters with Epstein became routine, with
Maxwell sometimes present. Another, going by “Carolyn,” said
she was usually paid $300 after sexual encounters with Epstein,
often by Maxwell herself. A third alleged victim was Annie Farmer,
now 42, who said Maxwell fondled her when she was a teenager
at the New Mexico ranch owned by Epstein.

‘Partners in crime’ 
Epstein, 66, killed himself in jail in 2019 while awaiting his own

sex crimes trial. Maxwell, his lover-turned-close friend, was ar-
rested the following year. She pleaded not guilty to all counts.
Prosecutor Alison Moe said Maxwell was “the key” to Epstein’s
scheme of enticing young girls to give him massages, during which
he would sexually abuse them.

They cited bank records showing that she received $30 million

from Epstein between 1999 and 2007 as evidence that her par-
ticipation was motivated by money. “They were partners in
crime,” Moe said. Maxwell’s defense team questioned the accus-
ers’ ability to recollect quarter-century-old events and argued
that Maxwell was being used as a “scapegoat” for Epstein’s
crimes after he evaded justice.

Maxwell declined to take the stand during the trial. Her siblings
Kevin, Isabel and Christine were in the front row in court as their
sister’s fate was read out. Pursued by reporters as they left, the
family declined to comment, with Kevin Maxwell saying they
would issue a statement on the verdict later. — AFP

NEW YORK: Defense attorney Bobbi Sternheim speaks outside the Thurgood
Marshall Federal Court House in lower Manhattan, New York, after a jury
found Ghislaine Maxwell guilty of recruiting and grooming young girls to
be sexually abused by the late American financier Jeffrey Epstein. —AFP


