
BEIJING: China’s foreign minister said yester-
day the United States will “face an unbearable
price” over its actions towards the self-ruled
island of Taiwan, in Beijing’s latest threat over
the flashpoint island. Tensions between China
and the US have soared in recent years over is-
sues including human rights, trade and techno-
logical competition, with Taiwan emerging as
a major flashpoint.

China claims the democratic island of Taiwan
as its own territory, and has vowed to seize it one
day by force if necessary. Although most coun-
tries have chosen to formally recognise Beijing
over Taipei, many have retained strong unofficial
links with the latter, which China bristles at.

In an interview with state broadcaster
CCTV and official news agency Xinhua broad-
cast yesterday, Foreign Minister Wang Yi
warned that Washington’s interference could
lead to a dangerous situation. “The US violated
the promises made when China and the US es-
tablished diplomatic relations, condoned and
encouraged ‘Taiwan independence’ forces, and
tried to distort and hollow out the one-China
principle,” Wang Yi said.

“This will not only bring Taiwan into an ex-

tremely dangerous situation, but also cause the
US to face an unbearable price.” In a snub to
China, the US invited Taiwan to its Democracy
Summit earlier this month. US President Joe
Biden last month described Taiwan as “inde-
pendent”-but he later clarified his remarks,
confirming there was no change in US policy
towards Taiwan.

Under the Taiwan Act, the United States does
not recognise Taiwan’s independence, yet com-
mits to helping the island defend itself. Beijing
regards any formal declaration of an “indepen-
dent” Taiwan as a provocation and has repeat-
edly threatened consequences for countries who
support Taipei in its self-determination.

In recent months, the Chinese military has
mounted an increasingly aggressive series of sea
and air military operations near the island, con-
ducting military drills near the Taiwan Strait fol-
lowing a visit by a group of American lawmakers
last month. In recent years China has stepped up
pressure to isolate Taiwan internationally.

Earlier this month, Nicaragua switched its
diplomatic allegiance to China in a blow to Tai-
wan, which now only counts 14 remaining allies
globally. — AFP
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Destitute ‘heir’ of 
India’s emperors 
demands residence
KOLKATA: A destitute Indian woman who claims she is heir to
the dynasty that built the Taj Mahal has demanded ownership of
an imposing palace once home to the Mughal emperors. Sultana
Begum lives in a cramped two-room hut nestled within a slum on
the outskirts of Kolkata, surviving on a meagre pension.

Among her modest possessions are records of her marriage to
Mirza Mohammad Bedar Bakht, purported to be the great-grand-
son of India’s last Mughal ruler. His death in 1980 left her strug-
gling to survive, and she has spent the past decade petitioning
authorities to recognise her royal status and compensate her ac-
cordingly. “Can you imagine that the descendant of the emperors
who built Taj Mahal now lives in desperate poverty?” the 68-
year-old asked AFP. Begum has lodged a court case seeking
recognition that she is rightful owner of the imposing 17th-century
Red Fort, a sprawling and pockmarked castle in New Delhi that
was once the seat of Mughal power.

“I hope the government will definitely give me justice,” she
said. “When something belongs to someone, it should be re-
turned.” Her case, supported by sympathetic campaigners, rests
on her claim that her late husband’s lineage can be traced to Ba-
hadur Shah Zafar, the last emperor to reign.

By the time of Zafar’s coronation in 1837, the Mughal empire
had shrunk to the capital’s boundaries, after the conquest of India
by the commercial venture of British merchants known as the East
India Company. A massive rebellion two decades later-now hailed
as India’s first war of independence-saw mutinous soldiers declare
the now frail 82-year-old as the leader of their insurrection. The
emperor, who preferred penning poetry to waging war, knew the
chaotic uprising was doomed and was a reluctant leader.

British forces surrounded Delhi within a month and ruthlessly
crushed the revolt, executing all 10 of Zafar’s surviving sons de-
spite the royal family’s surrender. Zafar himself was exiled to
neighbouring Myanmar, travelling under guard in a bullock cart,
and died penniless in captivity five years later. Many of the Red
Fort’s buildings were demolished in the years after the uprising
and the complex fell into disrepair before colonial authorities or-
dered its renovation at the turn of the 20th century. It has since
become a potent symbol of freedom from British rule.

India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru hoisted the na-
tional flag from the fort’s main gate to mark the first day of inde-
pendence in August 1947, a solemn ritual now repeated annually
by his successors. Begum’s court case hinges on the argument that
India’s government are the illegal occupants of the property,
which she says should have been passed down to her. — AFP

KOLKATA: Sultana Begun works on a garment inside her house in
Kolkata. A destitute Indian woman who claims she is heir to the dynasty
that built the Taj Mahal has demanded ownership of an imposing palace
once home to the Mughal emperors. — AFP

WASHINGTON: File photo shows US President Joe Biden meets with China’s President Xi Jinping during a virtual
summit from the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, DC. —AFP

China warns US will ‘face 
unbearable price’ on Taiwan 

Washington’s interference could lead to a dangerous situation

Georgia’s Saakashvili 
returns to prison 
from hospital 
TBILISI: Georgia’s opposition leader and ex-president Mikheil
Saakashvili returned to prison from hospital yesterday after being
treated for a hunger strike protesting his incarceration. Saakashvili
refused food for 50 days until late last month after being jailed on
a conviction of abusing office, which he denounced as politically
motivated.

The 54-year-old pro-Western reformer called off the hunger
strike after he was admitted-in a critical condition-to a military
hospital in Georgia’s eastern city of Gori. “Convict Mikheil
Saakashvili is in the 12th penitentiary establishment,” the prison
service said yesterday, referring to a jail in the town of Rustavi
about 30 kilometres (20 miles) from capital Tbilisi.

A lawmaker for the ruling Georgian Dream party, David
Sergeyenko, told reporters that military hospital doctors said
Saakashvili’s health had “stabilised”. Saakahsvili’s lawyer Nika
Gvaramia said, however, that his client left the military hospital
weighing the same as when he had arrived.

“He is weak, he is stupefied,” Gvaramia said. “There will be an
announcement tomorrow,” he added, saying that Saakashvili was
currently not “communicative”. Saakashvili’s doctors, who exam-
ined him in custody, said this month he had developed a number
of neurological diseases “as a result of torture, ill-treatment, in-
adequate medical care, and a prolonged hunger strike”.

They said he had been diagnosed with the potentially life-
threatening brain disease Wernicke encephalopathy and with
post-traumatic stress disorder, among other conditions. Geor-
gia’s president from 2004 to 2013, Saakashvili was arrested in
October, shortly after he returned to Georgia from exile in
Ukraine. — AFP


