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A man carries a child inside Hammam Al-Qawas, a traditional Turkish bathhouse, in Syria’s northern city of Aleppo.

Men bathe at Hammam Al-Qawas, a traditional Turkish bathhouse, in Syria’s northern city of
Aleppo.

ing several rounds of battles between regime forces and
rebels. Only around 10 have reopened since Aleppo re-
turned to full government control in 2016, according to
AFP correspondents. Sitting at the reception room in-
side Hammam Al-Qawwas, Ammar Radwan fielded calls
from clients looking to book an appointment.

The 33-year-old who inherited the 14th-century
bathhouse from his grandfather said he never thought
business would bounce back. “We reopened the ham-
mam in 2017, after the battles in Aleppo ended, but we
never expected to see such a turnout,” he told AFP
while updating a client register. Among the bathhouse’s
regular customers is Jalal Al-Helou, a 53-year-old fa-
ther of three. “I go to the bathhouse at least once a
month for a good clean,” he told AFP from inside a
washing room, a towel covering his wet body.

‘Necessity’ 
Like most of Aleppo’s residents, Helou usually has to

make do with cold or lukewarm water at home. Round-
the-clock power cuts have reached 20 hours a day this
year due to severe diesel fuel shortages. Helou said he
has sometimes had to resort to firewood instead of the
electric water heater so his family can bathe. “Our prior-
ity is to provide (hot water) for the children,” he said.
The situation is the same for fellow bathhouse patron
Nader Mashlah. “The last time I took a proper bath was
two weeks ago,” the 58-year-old said after a scrub-
down at the hammam.

At home, “priority goes to the children, and if there is
some hot water left, my bath is quick and unsatisfying,”
he added. A government employee and father of six,
Mashlah said he could afford few comforts in his own
home. But in the bathhouse, he was relaxing and smok-
ing shisha across from a large fountain as other clients
walked by. “In the past, going to the bathhouse was
mainly for entertainment,” he said in between puffs.
“Today, it has become a necessity at least once or twice
a month.” —AFP


