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CAIRO: French car manufacturer Citroen withdrew yesterday
an advertisement featuring Egyptian singer Amr Diab after it
sparked widespread accusations of promoting the harassment
of women. In the ad posted on Egyptian social media in early
December, the 60-year-old pop star uses a camera installed
in the car’s rearview mirror to secretly take a picture of a
woman crossing in front of the vehicle.

The woman clearly does not give her consent to the pho-
tograph, but Diab is shown smiling at the image as it pops up
on his phone. He then invites the woman to join him in the car.
The advert was slammed on social media in a country where
some 90 percent of women aged between 18 and 39 reported
having been harassed in 2019, according to a survey by the
Arab Barometer research network.

“Taking a picture of a woman without her consent is
creepy,” women’s rights activist Reel Abdellatif wrote on Twit-
ter. “You’re enabling sexual harassment.” Another critic,
Ahmed Tawfiikk, questioned how the company could have
thought the advert had been a good idea.

“How did this ever get approved in the first place?” he
wrote, beneath the post on Instagram.

“That’s the real issue here. This shows that there’s a whole
TEAM of individuals who at no point along the way ever
thought ‘is this appropriate?’, or ‘is there nothing wrong with
this?’”

Yesterday, Citroen said it had removed the advert. “We
have been made aware that a scene... had been perceived as
inappropriate”, Citroen wrote in a statement posted on their
Instagram account. “We take the decision to withdraw this
version of the commercial... and we present our sincere apolo-
gies to all offended communities by this film.”

Online, people kept up criticism of  Diab, a megastar in the
Arab world, for his part in the advert and failure to apologize.

“People look up to him as an idol and he is well aware of
the unsafe situations Egyptian women constantly face,” wrote
a Twitter user called Mena. “It’s alarming that he didn’t see the
red flags in this scenario.” Diab posted the advert on his social
media accounts so millions of Arabs had access to it.  —AFP
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Burgan Bank continues 
to service customers 
on New Year holiday
KUWAIT:  Burgan Bank announced that it will
closing all branches on Sunday, January 2, 2022,
on the occasion of the New Year’s holiday. The
Bank will resume normal operating hours at all
branches on Monday, January 3, 2022. However,
to accommodate Burgan Bank customers, the
Airport Branch will resume for 24/7 during the
holidays.   

For more information on any products or serv-
ices, customers are encouraged to contact Burgan
Bank’s contact center or WhatsApp at any time.
Customers can conduct their financial transac-
tions using Burgan Bank App & online services
easily and securely.  Burgan Bank would like to
take this opportunity and extend its best wishes
and greetings in the celebration of the New Year.

Cash-strapped Tunisia 
to borrow $7bn 
more in 2022
TUNIS: Debt-ridden Tunisia unveiled a 2022 budget on
Tuesday that will see it borrow almost $7 billion more, as
it seeks to stimulate an economy battered by the coron-
avirus pandemic. The 2022 finance law boosts spending
by over three percent year on year to 57.3 billion dinars
($19.8 billion, 17.6 billion euros), finance minister Sihem
Boughdiri said.

The deficit is expected to hit some 6.2 percent of gross
domestic product (GDP), she told reporters.

The government will borrow almost 20 billion dinars
($6.9 billion, 5.7 billion euros) to cover 2022 expenditures,
bringing government debt to 82.6 percent of GDP. Around
two thirds of the figure is to come from foreign lenders, and
the remainder from domestic sources, Boughdiri said.
Tunisia has suffered years of economic woes exacerbated
by the coronavirus pandemic, with high inflation and unem-
ployment at around 18 percent. Foreign debt in 2021 hit 100
percent of GDP.

In order to replenish state coffers, the authorities are also
hoping to reach a bailout deal with the International Mone-

tary Fund, Boughdiri confirmed. “Negotiations with the IMF
will restart at the beginning of 2022,” Boughdiri said.

She said 80 experts had formulated “a program of re-
forms in several sectors”. Tunisia’s previous government
had been in talks with the IMF over a new bailout package,
when President Kais Saied in July sacked ministers and
seized far-reaching powers. A deal with the global lender
could entail politically painful reforms, such as cutting sub-
sidies on basic goods or tackling the wage bill of a public
sector that employs some 680,000 of the country’s 12 mil-
lion inhabitants. —AFP

A mask-clad customer speaks with a fruit seller at the central market in Tunisia’s
capital Tunis. —AFP

AUB offers its services
to its customers during
New Year holiday
KUWAIT: On the occasion of the Gregorian New Year,
Ahli United Bank (AUB) congratulates and extends its
warm wishes to His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, the government, the citizens of Kuwait and all res-
idents across the country. May Allah the Almighty bless
the nation with prosperity and joy. During the occasion
of the New Year, all AUB branches in Kuwait will be
closed on Sunday 02 January 2022 and will resume work
on Monday 03 January 2022.

AUB has confirmed that during this period customers
will be able to conduct their banking services through
the Bank’s electronic channels, including mobile and in-
ternet Banking (www.ahliunited.com.kw), and through
the 24/7 telebanking ‘Hayakom’. Furthermore, cus-
tomers can also conduct their financial transactions
through the Bank’s ATMs which are conveniently lo-
cated across Kuwait.


