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Amir receives Crown Prince, 
Speaker, Prime Minister

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan 
Pa lace  yes terday  H is  H ighness  the  Crown 
Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah. His Highness the Amir received National 
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. He then received 

Speaker  Ghanem and His  H ighness  Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled separately. His Highness the 
Amir also received Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-

Saleh. Meanwhi le , His  Highness the Crown 
Prince received Ghanem, His Highness Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled and Saleh yesterday at Bayan 
Palace. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem 
and His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of State for 
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh.

RIYADH: A letter from His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Saudi 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud was delivered by 
Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser 
Al-Mohammad to his Saudi counterpart Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan bin Abdullah Al Saud. The letter covers the 
deep-rooted brotherly ties between the two coun-
tries and their peoples, and means of supporting and 
promoting them in all domains and at all levels. This 
came during the official visit paid by Sheikh Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad to the Saudi capital, Riyadh.  

The two ministers also held talks in which they 
discussed the deep-rooted brotherly relations 
between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. They dealt with 
close cooperation in all domains and the develop-

ments in the region. In addition, they discussed 
regional and international developments. Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) Affairs Ambassador Nasser Al-Mezain, 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali 
Jaber Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, Deputy Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Foreign Minister’s Office 
Affairs Ahmad Al-Shuraim and some senior officials 
at the ministry were present in the meeting. 
Meanwhile, Sheikh Dr Ahmad met with the 
Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf. During the meeting, the two 
discussed the outcome of GCC 41st summit in Al-
Ulla and the latest development in the region and 
international arena. — KUNA

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister hands 
Amir’s letter to Saudi King

RIYADH: Kuwait’s Foreign Minister Dr Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad delivers to his Saudi 
counterpart Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdullah Al Saud (left) a letter from His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation’s (DGCA) new building is a qualitative leap 
in modernizing the infrastructure of the aviation 
sector in the country, said Minister of State for 
Services Affairs and Minister of State for Housing 
Dr Abdullah Marafi yesterday. In a statement on the 
sidelines of the building’s inauguration ceremony, in 
the presence of the DGCA President Sheikh Salman 
Al-Homoud Al-Sabah, the minister affirmed that the 
building will provide an appropriate and advanced 
environment to serve the civil aviation employees. 
The building is characterized by a wonderful archi-
tectural facade, very advanced in design and con-

struction, and it is one of the modern buildings in 
the country, he added. Furthermore, the minister 
expressed his appreciation to all those who con-
tributed to the success of this project, whether 
workers in the civil aviation, the contractor imple-
menting the project, the consulting office and all 
relevant government agencies. Meanwhile, DGCA 
spokesman Saad Al-Otaibi stressed that the new 
building will achieve a qualitative leap to develop 
the general performance in the civil aviation and 
provide the appropriate environment for the 
employees with greater efficiency and higher pro-
ductivity.  — KUNA

Minister inaugurates new DGCA building 

KUWAIT: Officials walk outside the Directorate General of Civil Aviation’s (DGCA) new building 
yesterday. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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On the issue of Indians who are stranded in 

India and in transit in Dubai and elsewhere, George 
said the embassy is in constant touch with authori-
ties to facilitate their early return to Kuwait. “But 
we are not sure when they can come to Kuwait. 
Our missions in Dubai and Abu Dhabi are extend-
ing all possible help to those stranded in Dubai. I 
am continuing my meetings with the Kuwaiti lead-
ership to raise all issues of interest and concern of 
the community,” he added.

334 Indians died 
due to COVID-19...
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“My only regret is that McConnell ‘begged’ for my 

strong support and endorsement before the great 
people of Kentucky in the 2020 election, and I gave it 
to him,” Trump said. “Without my endorsement, 
McConnell would have lost, and lost badly.” 

Trump further blamed McConnell for the party’s 
loss of two Senate seats in a Georgia runoff election 
on Jan 5, handing control of the Senate to Democrats. 
Many analysts however blame that loss on Trump 
himself, for his unsettling refusal to accept President 
Joe Biden’s strong November 3 election victory, 
based on groundless claims of fraud. It was that claim, 
both McConnell and Democrats say, which incited the 
unprecedented attack on Congress on Jan 6. 

In another line of personal attack, Trump took aim 
at McConnell’s wife, Taiwan-born Chinese-American 
Elaine Chow, who was transportation secretary in 
Trump’s cabinet but resigned in protest after the Jan 
6 Capitol assault. “McConnell has no credibility on 
China because of his family’s substantial Chinese 

business holdings,” Trump wrote. 
With his impeachment trial looming, the ex-presi-

dent had been almost completely silent on politics 
since moving into his Mar-a-Lago country club in 
Palm Beach, Florida nearly one month ago. But he 
used the blast against McConnell to assert his con-
tinuing claim to leadership of the Republican party. 
He threatened to use his continuing popularity 
among the Republican base to support any 
Republican candidates - the next national election is 
in Nov 2022 - who support his agenda. 

“If Republican Senators are going to stay with 
him, they will not win again,” he said. “Where neces-
sary and appropriate, I will back primary rivals who 
espouse Making America Great Again and our policy 
of America First. This is a big moment for our coun-
try, and we cannot let it pass by using third rate 
‘leaders’ to dictate our future!” he added. 

Meanwhile McConnell came under criticism 
from Biden for his position on the new administra-
tion’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 economic relief bill. 
McConnell and other Republicans have declined 
to endorse the Biden package of stimulus meas-
ures, cal l ing it  too expensive. Asked about 
McConnell’s reported comments that he could 
unite his party around opposition to the bill, Biden 
said: “It may unify Republicans but it will hurt 
America badly.” — AFP 

Trump urges  
Reps to dump 
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 comparisons to other species, like small rodents, 

known to be unique to particular time periods and 
found in the same sedimentary layers. This suggest-
ed that two of the mammals were ancient steppe 
mammoths more than a million years old. The 
youngest of the trio is one of the earliest woolly 
mammoths yet found. 

They also extracted genetic data from tiny sam-
ples of powder from each mammoth tooth, “essen-
tially like a pinch of salt you would put on your din-
ner plate,” Dalen told a press briefing. While it had 
degraded into very small fragments, scientists were 
able to sequence tens of millions of chemical base 
pairs, which make up the strands of DNA, and con-
duct age estimates from genetic information. 

This suggested that the oldest mammoth, named 
Krestovka, is even older at approximately 1.65 mil-
lion years old, while the second, Adycha, is around 
1.34 million years old, and the youngest Chukochya 
is 870,000 years old. Dalen said the discrepancy 
for the oldest mammoth could be an underestima-
tion in the DNA dating process, meaning the crea-
ture was likely around 1.2 million years old, as sug-
gested by the geological evidence.  

But he said it was possible the specimen was 
indeed older and had thawed out of the permafrost 
at one point and then become wedged in a younger 
layer of sediment. The DNA fragments were like a 
puzzle with millions of tiny pieces, “way, way, way 

smaller than you would get from modern high quali-
ty DNA”, said lead author Tom van der Valk, of the 
Science for Life Laboratory, Uppsala University. 

Using a genome from an African elephant, a 
modern relative of the mammoth, as a blueprint for 
their algorithm, researchers were able to recon-
struct parts of the mammoth genomes. The study 
found that the older Krestovka mammoth repre-
sents a previously unrecognized genetic lineage, 
which researchers estimated diverged from other 
mammoths around two million years ago and was 
ancestral to those that colonized North America. 

The study also traced the lineage from the mil-
lion-year-old Adycha steppe mammoth to 
Chukochya and other more recent woolly mam-
moths. It found gene variants associated with life in 
the Arctic, like hairiness, thermoregulation, fat 
deposits and cold tolerance in the older specimen, 
suggesting mammoths were already hairy long 
before the woolly mammoth emerged.  

Siberia has alternated between dry and cold Ice 
Age conditions and warm, wet periods. Now climate 
change is melting the permafrost and revealing 
more specimens, Dalen said, although higher rainfall 
could mean remains are washed away. He said new 
technologies mean it may be possible to sequence 
even older DNA from remains found in the per-
mafrost, which dates back 2.6 million years. 

Researchers are keen to look at creatures such 
as the ancestors of moose, muskox, wolves, and 
lemmings, to shine a light on the evolution of mod-
ern species. “Genomics has been pushed into deep 
time by the giants of the Ice Age,” said Alfred Roca, 
a professor in the Department of Animal Sciences at 
the University of Illinois, in a comment piece pub-
lished in Nature. “The wee mammals that surround-
ed them might soon also have their day.” — AFP 

World’s oldest  
DNA sequenced...
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 and producing 3D images, archaeologist Zahi 

Hawass and Cairo University radiology professor 
Sahar Salim concluded that he was killed in an 
“execution ceremony” after being taken prisoner 
on the battlefield. 

The CT scan “revealed details of the head 
injuries, including wounds that had not been  dis-
covered in previous examinations and had been 

skillfully hidden by embalmers,” the Ministry of 
Antiquities said in a statement. The researchers then 
studied these injuries against various Hyksos 
weapons stored at the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, 
including an axe, a spear and several daggers.  

The mummy’s “deformed hands indicate that 
Seqenenre may have been captured on the battle-
field, and his hands were tied behind his back, pre-
venting him from deflecting the fierce attack” on his 
head, the statement said. Their study, published in 
Frontiers of Medicine, also revealed bone scans 
showing that the pharaoh was around 40 years old 
when he died. Researches have spent decades try-
ing to decipher the death of Seqenenre, whose body 
was found in the late 19th century and had visible 
wounds on its face. —  AFP 

Autopsy offers new  
clues 3,600 yrs...


