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News in brief
Scientific bureaus to 
supervise products 

KUWAIT: Scientific bureaus that are affiliated
with pharmaceutical and medical equipment com-
panies will be established in Kuwait to supervise,
follow up, and update information of products and
services introduced to the public, said an official
at the Health Ministry yesterday. Assistant
Undersecretary for Drug and Food Control Dr
Abdullah Al-Bader said bureaus will be tasked
with following up the latest developments and
research in pharmaceutical and medical devices,
adding that such entities will help regulate prod-
ucts and provide the best services as well as
chances for work.

Trafficking convict arrested

KUWAIT: Police arrested the Manpower
Authority’s former director general Hassan Al-
Khader to serve his four-year jail sentence for
human trafficking, known in the media as the
Bangladeshi MP case, Al-Qabas Arabic daily
reported yesterday. Former Interior Ministry
assistant undersecretary for nationality and
passports Maj Gen Mazen Al-Jarrah and former
candidate from the fourth constituency Nawaf
Al-Mutairi, who received similar sentences, are
still at large.

Athletes’ vaccination Saturday

KUWAIT: Public Authority for Sport stressed
total compliance with health protocols must be
observed when sports activities resume. Director
General of PAS Humoud Fulaiteh met heads of
sports associations and asked them for the names
of athletes and administrative and technical per-
sonnel to be sent to the health ministry to vacci-
nate them from Saturday, Al-Anbaa Arabic daily
reported yesterday. The authority said any facility
that does not comply with the protocols will be
shut down without warning. Associations have
asked PAS to exclude players who are scheduled
to participate in events outside the country from
institutional quarantine, but were told this issue
will be discussed with concerned authorities. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Health (MoH)
registered yesterday 1,017 additional COVID-19
cases over a 24-hour span, increasing the total
number of infections to 180,505, while five fatali-
ties were recorded, raising the death toll to 1,019,
as the percentage of overall recoveries out of
total infections showed a 93.3 percent survival
rate. Plus, 819 fresh recovery cases were added
to a tota l  of  168,420 cured people , MoH’s
Spokesman Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad said during
the 1067th regular press conference.

Active cases amounted to 11,066 with 139 of
them in intensive care units (ICU) as of yester-
day, the ministry confirmed. Health authorities
conducted 10,276 swab tests  to  a  tota l  of
1,697,459, he revealed, which meant that 9.9
percent of swab tests performed in 24 hours
were posit ive. Dr Sanad urged everyone in
Kuwait to comply with the precautionary meas-
ures against the virus and maintain social dis-
tancing. He recommends that everyone should

visit MoH’s official accounts and official authori-
ties in the country to view the instructions, rec-
ommendations, and everything that would con-
tribute to crush the virus. 

Heavy damage 
Dr  Sanad had sa id

Tuesday that  the
COVID-19 pandemic has
led to heavy damage to
a l l  hea l th , economic ,
educational and social
sectors  g loba l ly. Dr
Sanad said pointing out
the approval of several
vacc ines  that  a im to
reduce the ratio of pos-
sible infections, thanks
to efforts made by scientists over months. He
affirmed the importance of vaccination to get
out of this pandemic and noted that there are

two parallel paths to deal with this crisis: imple-
menting continually preventive measures and
accelerating the process of vaccination.

Despite a rise in the recovered cases, the
proportion of recoveries still stood at 93.4 per-

cent as of Tuesday, he
said, attributing this to
an increase in infections.
The number of cases is
higher than the recovery
rate  dur ing  the  past
period, Dr Sanad said,
hoping for a decline in
cases  and a  r i se  in
recover ies . The rat io
between infections and
swab tests hit 9.3 per-
cent on Tuesday, com-

pared wi th  9 .2  on  Monday, he  s tated . The
infected cases since the beginning of February
until Tuesday reached 13,645, he noted, pointing

to a rise in intensive care units’ patients. He also
spoke about an increase in death rate that
reached 55 deaths in 16 days. Dr Sanad lauded
all medical staff and those who work in hospi-
tals’ wards and ICUs. —KUNA

Kuwait registers 1,017 new
COVID cases, five deaths

Pandemic causes heavy losses on all levels

819 
recoveries 
in 24 hours

KUWAIT: As part of wider cooperation efforts
between the Environment Public Authority and the
Embassy of the United States of America, the
Director General of the Public Authority for the
Environment, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah
and Deputy Director General of Technical Affairs, Dr
Abdullah Al-Zaidan, hosted US Ambassador Alina

Romanowski at the Jahra Nature Reserve yesterday.
Romanowski was briefed about the reserve’s biodi-
versity and the different habitats. During the visit, the
Ambassador participated in planting mangrove trees
along the coast of the reserve as part of Kuwait’s
coastal environment rehabilitation project. 

“It was inspiring for me to see how the Kuwait

Environment Public Authority (KEPA) is preserving a
beautiful natural environment like Al-Jahra Nature
Reserve.  The Reserve is home to some really unique
and precious plants and animals, and I hope that all
Kuwaitis will have the chance to experience the
Reserve in the future,” Ambassador Romanowski said. 

She added that, “We at the US Embassy are

ready to work with KEPA and other Kuwaiti institu-
tions to share knowledge from the United States
about environmental conservation and operating
public nature reserves.” The project launched in
2018, and mangrove seeds were planted along the
coasts of Al-Jahra reserve, Al-Subbiya and on
Boubyan island.

Interior ministry
official, US 
Commander
discuss cooperation
K U WA I T:  Ku wa i t  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n t e r i o r
Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Al-Naham
discussed areas of joint cooperation with

C o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  U S  N ava l  Fo r c e s
Cent ra l  Command Vice  Admira l  Samue l
Paparo yesterday. 

Joint strategic security partnership, maritime
cooperation and the importance of bilateral rela-
tions between the Kuwait Coast Guard and the
US Navy were amongst the addressed topics,
read a ministry press release. Meanwhile, the US
Vice Admiral expressed his country’s apprecia-
tion for Kuwait’s role in promoting security and
peace in the region, presenting the Kuwaiti sen-
ior officer with a memorial shield on the occa-
sion. —KUNA
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