
Thursday, February 18, 2021

4
L o c a l

Established 1961 

Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A shot of Kuwait’s famed Mutlaa Ridge by photographer Daniela Buiting (Instagram:
@picts_of_kuwait). To have your photo considered for Kuwait Times’ Photo of the Day, send to
local@KuwaitTimes.com or via direct message to Kuwait Times’ Instagram account @kuwaittimes. Photos
should be high resolution, with no processing or editing.
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Kuwait’s trade
surplus with
Japan down 67.2%
TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with Japan tumbled
67.2 percent from a year earlier to JPY 22.8 billion
($215 million) in January, down for the 10th month in
a row due to sluggish exports, government data
showed yesterday. Kuwait stayed in black ink with
Japan for 13 years on a monthly basis, as exports
still offset imports in value, the Finance Ministry
said in a preliminary report. 

Kuwaiti overall exports to Japan plummeted 58.8
percent year-on-year to JPY 35.1 billion ($331 mil-
lion) for the 10th straight month of decline. Imports
from Japan also fell 21.7 percent to JPY 12.4 billion
($116 million), down for the ninth month. Middle
East’s trade surplus with Japan declined 42.2 per-
cent to JPY 367.0 billion ($3.5 billion) last month,
with Japan-bound exports from the region shrinking
37.3 percent from a year earlier. Crude oil, refined
products, liquefied natural gas (LNG) and other nat-
ural resources, which accounted for 93.1 percent of
the region’s total exports to Japan, plunged 39.2
percent. 

The region’s overall imports from Japan slid 19.3
percent on weak demand for automobiles, steel and
electric equipment. Japan’s global trade balance
returned to deficit in January, marking the first red
ink in seven months at JPY 323.9 billion ($3.1 bil-
lion). Exports from the world’s third-biggest econo-
my rose 6.4 percent from the year before, the
sharpest increase since October 2018, fueled by
robust shipments to China and the rest of Asia, such
as semiconductor production equipment, plastic and
nonferrous metals. 

Imports decreased 9.5 percent on falling energy
prices, chiefly crude oil and petroleum products.
China remained Japan’s biggest trade partner, fol-
lowed by the US. The trade data are measured on a
customs-cleared basis before adjustment for sea-
sonal factors. —KUNA

Pakistan Sports
Association organizes
blood donation drive
KUWAIT: Pakistan Sports Association Kuwait, a well-
known sports organization in Kuwait, organized its 6th
Annual Blood Donation Camp recently at Kuwait
Central Blood Bank in Jabriya, in accordance with anti-
COVID precautions. This blood donation drive was
dedicated to the founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Late Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. A noble cause to
serve humanity, Pakistan Sports Association and its
members volunteered for the different activities of
organizing the camp and most notably, a large turnout
of its members and associates turned up with enthusi-

asm honoring the occasion. 
Well known personalities from different communities

visited the camp and appreciated the well-disciplined
and successful drive. The delegates were briefed on dif-
ferent stages the donated blood goes through, how it is
preserved and how a bottle of donated blood can save
up to three lives. They also commended and appreciated
the efforts of reaching to masses with a great message
and achieving a large turnout for such a great cause in
very difficult situation of the pandemic. 

Founder and Director General of Pakistan Sports
Association Kuwait, Muhammad Irfan Adil, President
Maqbool Ahmed, Vice President Muhammad Younas
Shahid, thanked blood bank management, sponsors,
media partners, community supporters, donors, volun-
teers, team members and all the community heads
including all media representatives  for visiting the
blood donation camp. People from all walks of life and
nationalities visited the camp and donated blood for the
noble cause. 

In this article I will focus on the most impor-
tant issue in Kuwait - the delay in the
Cabinet’s formation and the reason for it. The

results of the 2020 parliament election caused
trouble from the beginning, which led to the res-
ignation of the Cabinet.

The Cabinet is not responsible for this trouble,
because the prime minister very carefully chooses
ministers who are acceptable to the society. The
election of the National Assembly speaker was the
start of this trouble, because the Cabinet voted for
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and not Bader Al-Humaidi,
so many MPs vowed to punish the Cabinet.

On the other hand, many MPs want to control
political decisions and weaken the Cabinet to
make the parliament the main decision-maker. But
this is not acceptable for many in Kuwait, because
we all know what that means and what the results
will be.

The first thing is there will not be equality in
the distribution of leadership positions and job
opportunities. Many will want all positions for
their relatives, and this is not acceptable by many
segments in Kuwait.

They also want the Cabinet to be publicly
elected, but this is against the Kuwaiti constitution
and the Kuwaiti regime. Most MPs in this parlia-
ment are against the Kuwaiti constitution and
want to change many of its articles, and this is also
not acceptable.

Because of these political crises, the premier
can’t announce the new Cabinet formation,
because he knows that the problem is not with the
formation - the problem is bigger than that.
Moreover, with the pandemic, how can the
Cabinet manage all these crises?

This entire crisis has shown the Cabinet is
strong and the prime minister dealt with it intelli-
gently to calm the political climate. This crisis has
also shown that we still do not have enough
knowledge to understand democracy and what is
exactly needed to be able to build our country.

Because of this crisis, important projects have
been delayed. People need jobs, homes and enter-
tainment, while infrastructure needs to be built. All
this stopped because of the continuous crises we
face from the parliament.

MPs want to resolve their own issues and are
not thinking of the nation. The society needs sta-
bility in relations between the two authorities.
People are waiting to see what will happen in
Kuwait amid all these crises. 

—Al-Ghamdi is a law graduate from Kuwait
International Law School. 

Challenges delay
Cabinet formation
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By Azzah Al-Ghamdi

in my view

IRBIL: The State of Kuwait delivered $1 million worth of
medical equipment and drugs to Iraq’s Kurdistan to help the
region face the spread of the novel coronavirus (COVID-19),
a Kuwaiti diplomat said yesterday. General Consul of Kuwait
in Irbil Dr Omar Al-Kanderi revealed that his country was
coordinating with the World Health Organization (WHO) to
deliver Kuwait’s contribution as part of the ‘Kuwait by your
side’ campaign. The diplomat affirmed that the State of
Kuwait was keen on providing all sort of assistances to Iraq
including assistance in the medical field. 

Meanwhile, WHO Representative in Iraq Dr Ahmad

Zouiten commended the Kuwaiti contributions to Iraq, which
was reflective of the strong relations linking the two coun-
tries. He indicated that the current upward spread of COVID-
19 infections required solidarity and cooperation to rid the
world of the current pandemic status. Similarly, Iraq
Kurdistan’s Health Minister Dr Saman Barzanji lauded
Kuwait’s support of Kurdistan’s efforts in the fight against
COVID-19, affirming that the region will better handle the sit-
uation thanks to the Kuwaiti contribution. Last year, Kuwait
donated $10 million to help Iraq handle the spread of the
coronavirus. —KUNA

Kuwait donates medical 
supplies to Iraq’s Kurdistan 


