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In this file photo activists of the United Hindu Front (UHF) hold a placard and a picture of
Barbadian singer Rihanna during a demonstration in New Delhi after Rihanna’s support to
Indian farmers protesting against the central government’s recent agricultural reforms. 

Apoem by Amanda Gorman, the
young star of President Joe
Biden’s inauguration, is being

translated into French, the Editions
Fayard publishing house said yesterday.
The inauguration poem by the 22-year-
old US National Youth Poet Laureate,
“The Hill We Climb”, is due out in hard
copy next month in the United States and
the French version will follow in May. 

It is being translated by up-and-com-
ing music star Marie-Pierra Kakoma, who

goes by the stage name Lous and the
Yakuza. The Belgian-Congolese singer
was recently nominated for France’s top
Victoires de la Musique awards.
Gorman’s captivating performance on
January 22 has rocketed her to super-
stardom. She has picked up millions of
social media and celebrity fans, a model-
ing contract and she also opened this
month’s Super Bowl. — AFP

Buzzy Lee is a musical alias that
hides a famous name: Sasha
Spielberg, daughter of the leg-

endary American film director Steven
Spielberg. But there is little hiding on her
confessional debut album, “Spoiled
Love”. “I definitely put it all out there,”
she tells AFP. “I said everything I would
say to my diary-in fact, one of the songs,
“Circles”, includes a real diary entry.”
Lee, 30, has parked her car on the side
of the road in Los Angeles for the phone
interview-”the most LA way to do an
interview ever!” she says, laughing. 

But much of her melodic new album
has its roots in a broken relationship in
France, and there are plenty of other
Gallic influences, from her love of Anglo-
French singer-songwriter Charlotte
Gainsbourg to the cheese-flavored
names she used for working song titles
(“Brie” made the cut, but sadly not
“Camembert” and “Gruyere”). The album
was recorded with Chilean-American
producer and electronic artist Nicolas
Jaar, a close friend since they met aged
18 on their second day of college. By
coincidence, they both have film direc-
tors for fathers-even if Alfredo Jaar is
best known for his photography and
visual art-and that influence emerges in
their collaborations, especially the new
album’s pair of instrumental tracks. “I
tend to think very cinematically-ha, of
course!” she says. “Most of my songs
start like soundtracks, an imaginary

score... then I put words and melodies if
there are words. Sometimes there
aren’t.”

‘Angelic with an edge’ 
Lee made a few appearances in her

father’s films as a young girl but it was
the piano that really drew her. She
formed a group-Wardell-with her brother,
Theo, for a time, before teaming up with
Jaar as the band Just Friends. “It’s hard
for us to be in a room and not make
music,” she says. It was Jaar who was
able to harness her voice in a way that
matched the confessional tone of her
songs. “With my band... I was constantly
belting and singing out and Nico taught
me to turn it back inwards and make it
more intimate as though I’m singing into
someone’s ear,” she says. It’s a style she
admires in Gainsbourg, which she
describes as “angelic with an edge”. 

Chatty and quick to laugh in person,
did she find it hard to lay herself bare for
the album?  “It would have been more
frightening if it had come out when it was
finished, but because of COVID it was
pushed by about a year and I’m happy
I’ve had that year of reflection and
space, so it’s not as scary,” she says.
The delay means she already has anoth-
er full album of songs ready to go, due to
be recorded in the coming days. “I’m not
wasting time!” she says.—AFP

French court
sentences four
over fatal
Madonna stage
collapse

AFrench court yesterday handed
suspended prison sentences to
four people charged over the col-

lapse of a stage as it was being set up
for a 2009 concert by pop superstar
Madonna, which killed two workers.
Judges in the southern city of Marseille,
where the concert was to take place,
convicted the four of involuntary
manslaughter and injuries, while acquit-
ting three others ordered to stand trial.
Eight other workers sustained injuries in
the accident, which occurred when one
of four cranes putting up metal scaffold-
ing for the stage knocked into the struc-
ture’s roof.

Charles Criscenzo, 52, of France and
Charles Prow, a 23-year-old Briton, were
killed at Marseille’s Velodrome stadium,
and one of the injured workers commit-
ted suicide two years later. Madonna
herself did not appear at the trial, saying
she was not involved in the technical
details and denying any pressure to

build the stage more quickly. She did
present her condolences to the victims’
families.

After a 10-year investigation,
Jacqueline Bitton, 73, at the time head
of the French operations for the US con-
cert promoter Live Nation, received the
most severe sentence, a suspended
two-year prison term and a fine of
20,000 euros ($24,000). Tim Norman,
65, head of the British firm Edwin Shirley
Group (ESG) that owned the stage,
received a suspended two-year term as

well as a 15,000 euro fine. A manager at
a French subcontractor hired by ESG,
Tour Concept France, was given a sus-
pended 18-month sentence and a
10,000 euro fine, while a British foreman
hired for the job by ESG got 18 months
suspended. Live Nation France was
ordered to pay a 150,000 euro fine, and
Tour Concept 50,000 euros. — AFP 

Comet from 
edge of solar 
system killed 
the dinosaurs
Sixty-six million years ago, a huge

celestial object struck off the coast
of what is now Mexico, triggering a

catastrophic “impact winter” that eventu-
ally wiped out three-quarters of life on
Earth, including the dinosaurs. A pair of
astronomers at Harvard say they have
now resolved long standing mysteries
surrounding the nature and origin of the
“Chicxulub impactor.” Their analysis sug-
gests it was a comet that originated in a
region of icy debris on the edge of the
solar system, that Jupiter was responsi-
ble for it crashing into our planet, and
that we can expect similar impacts every
250 million to 750 million years.

The duo’s paper, published in the
journal Scientific Reports this week,
pushes back against an older theory that
claims the object was a fragment of an
asteroid that came from our solar sys-
tem’s Main Belt. “Jupiter is so important
because it’s the most massive planet in
our solar system,” lead author Amir Siraj
told AFP. Jupiter ends up acting as a
kind of “pinball machine” that “kicks
these incoming long-period comets into
orbits that bring them very close to the
Sun.” So-called “long-period comets”
come from the Oort cloud, thought to be
a giant spherical shell surrounding the
solar system like a bubble that is made
of icy pieces of debris the size of moun-
tains or larger. 

The long-period comets take about
200 years to orbit the Sun, and are also
called sungrazers because of how close
they pass. Because they come from the
deep freeze of the outer solar system,
comets are icier than asteroids, and are
known for the stunning gas and dust
trails that they produce as they melt. But,
said Siraj, the evaporative impact of the
Sun’s heat on sungrazers is nothing
compared to the massive tidal forces
they experience when one side faces
our star.

“As a result, these comets experience
such a large tidal force that the most
massive of them would shatter into about
a thousand fragments, each of those
fragments large enough to produce a
Chicxulub size impactor, or dinosaur-
killing event on Earth.” Siraj and his co-
author Avi Loeb, a professor of science,
developed a statistical model that
showed the probability that long-period

comets would hit Earth that is consistent
with the age of Chicxulub and other
known impactors. The previous theory
about the object being an asteroid pro-
duces an expected rate of such events
that was off by a factor of about ten
compared to what has been observed,
Loeb told AFP.

‘A beautiful sight’ 
Another line of evidence in favor of

the comet origin is the composition of
Chicxulub: only about a tenth of all aster-
oids from the Main Belt, which lies
between Mars and Jupter, are made up
of carbonaceous chondrite, while most
comets have it. Evidence suggests the
Chicxulub crater and other similar
craters, such as the Vredefort crater in
South Africa that was struck about two
billion years ago, and the million-year-
old Zhamanshin crater in Kazakhstan, all
had carbonaceous chondrite. The
hypothesis can be tested by further
studying these craters, ones on the
Moon, or even by sending out space

probes to take samples from comets.
“It must have been a beautiful sight to

see this rock approaching 66 million
years ago, that was larger than the
length of Manhattan Island,” said Loeb,
though ideally we’d like to learn to to
track such objects and devise ways to
deflect them if necessary. Loeb added
he was excited by the prospect of the
Vera Rubin Observatory in Chile becom-
ing operational next year. The telescope
might be able to see tidal disruption of
long-period comets “and will be
extremely important in making forecasts
for definitely the next 100 years, to know
if anything bad could happen to us.”

Though Siraj and Loeb calculated
Chicxulub-like impactors would occur
once every few hundreds of millions of
years, “it’s a statistical thing, you say, ‘on
average, it’s every so often’ but you nev-
er know when the next one will come,”
said Loeb. “The best way to find out is to
search the sky,” he concluded. — AFP

In this file photo Director Steven Spielberg and daughter Sasha spielberg (aka Buzzy Lee) arrive
for the 83rd Annual Academy Awards held at the Kodak Theatre in Hollywood, California.— AFP 

In this file photo National youth poet laureate
Amanda Gorman recites during the inaugura-
tion of Joe Biden as the 46th US President at
the US Capitol in Washington, DC. — AFP 

Pop icon Rihanna has been accused
of mocking a Hindu god after she
was pictured topless with a pendant

of Ganesha around her neck, sparking a
furore in India. Images of the lingerie
photoshoot come just weeks after she
upset the Indian government by com-
menting on huge farmers’ protests that
pose a major challenge to New Delhi.
The latest offending tweet to the super-
star’s more than 100 million Twitter follow-
ers is part of promotions for Rihanna’s lin-
gerie line Savage X Fenty. The photo was
also shared on her Instagram account,
which has 91.4 million followers.

Social media users and politicians in
India yesterday said her post was
“derogatory”, accusing her of disrespect-
ing Hindu gods and hurting local senti-
ment. “It’s appalling to see how
@Rihanna shamefully mocks our beloved
Hindu God #Ganesha,” tweeted Ram
Kadam, a state legislator from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s Hindu-national-
ist party.

“This exposes how #Rihanna has no
idea or respect for Indian culture, tradi-
tion and our issues here,” he added. The
right-wing World Hindu Council said it
had filed police complaints against

Facebook and Twitter for hosting the pic-
ture and demanded action against
Rihanna’s social media accounts. Earlier
this month tweets from Rihanna and other
celebrities on protests in India by farmers
against new agriculture laws sparked
anger at India’s foreign ministry, which
called their comments “sensationalist”.
Critics say Hindu nationalism has been
on the rise in officially secular India under
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party. — AFP

This file photo taken shows the Marseille’s Velodrom Stadium after the collapse of a stage set up
for a Madonna concert in which two stage hands died. — AFP 

In this file photo Barbadian singer Rihanna
poses on the red carpet upon arrival at The
Fashion Awards 2019 in London. 

— AFP photos

This photo shows author Amir Siraj. Dinosaur tracks fossilized on the ground on
the edge overlooking Bull Canyon near Manti
in the La-Sal National forest Utah side.

In this file photo a Tyrannosaurus rex (T-Rex) skeleton, named STAN is on display during a
press preview at Christie’s Rockefeller Center in New York City. — AFP photos


