
AL-ULA, Saudi Arabia: His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah expressed in a cable 
yesterday his thanks and appreciation 
for Saudi Arabia’s King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz for the warm welcome and 
hospitality during participation in the 
41st GCC Summit, held in Al-Ula. 
In his cable, His Highness the Amir 
praised the Saudi King for naming 
this summit after the Late Amir of 
Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and Sultan of 
Oman Qaboos bin Said Al-Said, 
which represented a gesture of 
dedication to past leaders. His 
Highness the Amir also extended 
his congratulations to GCC leaders 
for Al-Ula summit’s final commu-
nique in which they affirmed com-
mitment to unity among GCC countries, 
which represented a regional and Arab 
achievement that would bolster Gulf and 
Arab unity, and in turn benefit people in 
the Gulf and Arab world. His Highness 

the Amir also wished good health for the 
Saudi King and prosperity to the people 
in the kingdom under his leadership. 

His Highness the Amir had earlier 
stressed the historic and brotherly solid 
ties between Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 
His Highness the Amir, in a statement 

upon his arrival to Al-Ula city, expressed 
happiness, appreciation and brotherly 
sentiment feelings towards the Kingdom, 
its leaders and people. His Highness the 
Amir also wished the Gulf and Arab 

countries all success to achieve their 
people aspirations. Upon his arrival in 
Saudi Arabia to head Kuwait’s delegation 
partaking in the GCC 41st Summit, His 
Highness the Amir was received by Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, 
GCC Secretary-General Dr Nayef Al-

Hajraf and Kuwait’s Ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah. 

Upon his arrival back to Kuwait 
after heading Kuwait’s delegation 
at the summit, His Highness the 
Amir was received by His 
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, accompanied by 
Parliament Speaker Marzouq Ali 
Al-Ghanem, His Highness the 
Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-

Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and several 
senior officials.  

His Highness was accompanied by 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, Amiri 

Diwan Chief Sheikh Faisal Saud Al-Sabah, 
Undersecretary of the Amiri Diwan and 
Director Ahmad Fahad Al-Fahad, the head 
of Amiri Protocol Sheikh Khaled Al-

Abdullah Al-Sabah Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, 
Head of Media and Cultural Affairs at 
Amiri Diwan Yousef Hamad Al-Roumi and 
several state officials. — KUNA 
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Sheikh Nawaf hails historic, solid Kuwaiti-Saudi ties 

Kuwait’s Amir thanks Saudi King 
for hosting 41st GCC Summit

Commitment 
to unity among 

GCC states

AL-ULA, Saudi Arabia: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is wel-
comed by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman upon his arrival to Al-Ula, Saudi Arabia, to 
attend the 41st GCC Summit. — Amiri Diwan and Saudi Royal Palace photos 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah welcomes His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah back to Kuwait. 
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the signing of Al-Ula Declaration, we remember the 

faithful and constructive role of His Highness the late 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah ... who 
hugely contributed to the success of this agreement,” 
HH the Amir said in a speech.  

The Amir also thanked US President Donald Trump 
and his advisor Jared Kushner for contributing to the 
“noble objective” and concluding the agreement. He 
appreciated keenness of the leaders of the GCC and 
Egypt to exert further efforts to achieve aspirations of 
the people. “Calling our declaration the solidarity 
agreement reflects our keenness and conviction in its 
importance, and it reflects on the other hand our con-
viction that restoring it is a continuation of our desire 
for unity of our Arab nation,” he said.  

HH the Amir expressed gratitude to the Saudi King 
and his government for naming the summit the summit 
of “Sultan Qaboos and Sheikh Sabah” in appreciation 
of the two Gulf leaders’ service of Arab and Islamic 
causes. Sheikh Nawaf also thanked King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz, his government and people for hosting the 
GCC summit, welcomed Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shukri and commended Cairo’s support for the 
security and stability of the region. He also welcomed 
Arab League Secretary General Ahmad Abul Gheit 
and Secretary General of the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) Yusuf Al-Othaimeen.  

 
Al-Ula Declaration 

“There is a desperate need today to unite our 
efforts to promote our region and to confront chal-
lenges that surround us, especially the threats posed 
by the Iranian regime’s nuclear and ballistic missile 
program and its plans for sabotage and destruction,” 
said Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman. The 
Al-Ula Declaration “affirms our Gulf, Arab and Islamic 
solidarity and stability”, he told the meeting, in com-
ments echoed by other leaders. 

The details of the agreement were not immediately 
released. But the warm welcome Prince Mohammed 
extended to Qatar’s ruler Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani, with the pair embracing at the airport and then 
chatting animatedly, indicates a significant breakthrough. 

Sheikh Tamim, visiting Saudi for the first time since 
the crisis began, was whisked with the other leaders 

through Al-Ula’s dramatic Martian landscape to the 
shimmering Maraya Concert Hall, a mirrored structure 
situated in a nearby valley. Later, Saudi state media 
tweeted a photo of the young Saudi leader behind the 
wheel of his sports utility vehicle, taking Sheikh Tamim 
on a tour of the area. 

Saudi state media said Prince Mohammed met sep-
arately with Sheikh Tamim after the pair publicly 
embraced at the airport. “During the meeting, they 
reviewed bilateral relations between the two brotherly 
countries and ways of consolidating the Gulf 
Cooperation Council joint action,” the official Saudi 
Press Agency said. 

“These are first steps or a first phase of reconcilia-
tion that will be followed by other steps. Some may 
belittle that progress, but resuming open direct com-
munication and avoiding verbal attacks is progress,” 
said Kuwait University assistant professor Bader Al-
Saif. “The other states... will follow suit and pursue 
similar reconciliatory steps.” 

Washington had intensified pressure for a resolu-
tion to what Doha calls a “blockade”, insisting Gulf 
unity is necessary to isolate US foe Iran as the curtain 
falls on Trump’s presidency. Kushner, Trump’s son-in-
law and senior adviser who shuttled around the region 
to seek a deal, attended the signing in Al-Ula. “The 
Trump administration will claim this as another victory 
for sure,” said Royal United Services Institute analyst 
Tobias Borck. 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah announced on state television 
Monday that an agreement had been struck to open 
all the borders between Saudi and Qatar with immedi-
ate effect. Drivers south of Doha on the usually calm 
Salwa highway towards the Saudi border at Abu 
Samra sounded their horns and waved their arms from 
their car windows in the wake of the announcement, 
an AFP correspondent reported. 

Saudi media, which is influential throughout the 
region, quickly adopted a tone in stark contrast to 
past coverage of Qatar which had focused on past 
transgressions and alleged crimes, instead talking 
about “unity” and “fraternity”. 

Saudi commentators appeared on Doha-based 
broadcaster Al Jazeera for the first time in years, and a 
major Saudi media group deleted the song “Teach 
Qatar” - which details its supposed failings -from its 
YouTube channel.  Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, who is also the ruler of 
Dubai, said the summit had brought unity to the 
region. “The changes and challenges surrounding us 
require strength, cohesion and real Gulf cooperation,” 
he tweeted. — Agencies 

Gulf states sign 
‘solidarity...

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah waves as he arrives to Kuwait after 
attending the 41st GCC Summit. 

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah leads state officials welcoming His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah back after attending the 41st GCC Summit. 
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Assembly session, while opposition MPs stressed 

that it is within the constitutional right of the 
Assembly to investigate what happened at the 
opening session. Heated exchanges and arguments 
forced Shuhoumi to adjourn the session until today, 
when more arguments and debates are expected on 
the issue. Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem is expected 
to chair today’s session. 

Opposition lawmakers Thamer Al-Suwait, Bader 
Al-Dahoum and Khaled Al-Otaibi in their grilling 
accused the prime minister of ignoring the outcome 
of the general election by appointing provocative 
and unqualified ministers in the new Cabinet. They 
also accused him of interfering in the election of the 
speaker by supporting the candidate whom the 
majority of lawmakers rejected, saying this reflects a 
dangerous attitude. They also accused him of violat-
ing the constitution by failing to submit the govern-
ment’s program as required under the constitution. 

A number of MPs called for filing a non-cooper-

ation motion against the prime minister at the end of 
the grilling. To pass, the motion needs the support 
of just 25 lawmakers. But with well over 30 MPs 
announcing they back the grilling, any non-cooper-
ation motion is expected to pass. If the Assembly 
votes to back the non-cooperation motion, HH the 
Amir can either dismiss the prime minister and 
appoint a new premier or dissolve the Assembly and 
call for snap polls within two months. 

During the debate on the motions to investigate 
events at the opening session, MP Bader Al-Humaidi, 
who lost the speakership contest to Ghanem, said he 
considers himself to be the legitimate speaker 
because he was the choice of the people, unlike 
Ghanem who was supported by the government. 

Opposition lawmakers also rejected a decision 
by the Assembly office to form a four-member com-
mittee from its members to investigate what hap-
pened. Two members, Osama Al-Shaheen and Farz 
Al-Mutairi, yesterday resigned from the committee. 
Opposition MPs say that a group of supporters of 
Ghanem were illegally allowed into the gallery dur-
ing the opening session, and insulted MPs and 
caused chaos before they were evicted. They also 
say that fake ballot papers for the speaker’s election 
were distributed to some MPs and demanded a 
criminal investigation. 

3 MPs file to 
grill PM amid...
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the tanker had “caused oil pollution in the...Gulf. 

It was warned beforehand, and the (seizure) request 
was a technical one.” 

South Korea will dispatch a delegation to Iran 
soon to resolve the tanker situation “through 
bilateral negotiations,” said its foreign ministry 
spokesman Choi Young-sam. Seoul’s defense min-
istry said yesterday a destroyer carrying members 
of South Korea’s anti-piracy unit had arrived in 
waters near the Strait of Hormuz and was “carry-
ing out a mission to ensure the safety of our 
nationals”, without giving details. 

Seoul said the 300-strong Cheonghae unit had 
been in the region since late last year and would 
not engage in an offensive operation, an unnamed 
military official told the South’s Yonhap News 
Agency. “The issue should be resolved through 
diplomacy. The unit is focused on the safety of 
our people who use the waterway after the 
seizure incident,” they added. 

South Korea’s vice foreign minister Choi Jong-
kun will go ahead with a previously planned 
three-day trip to Tehran early next week, the for-
eign ministry spokesman added. The vice minis-
ter’s visit had been arranged prior to the seizure, 
as Tehran seeks the release of the billions of dol-
lars held in Seoul over US sanctions. 

Rabiei said South Korea had refused to pro-

vide Iran with the funds “even regarding goods 
that are not sanctioned” by the United States, 
noting that “our nation’s historical memory will 
not forget this”.  

US President Donald Trump in 2018 withdrew 
Washington from a landmark nuclear agreement 
with world powers and then reimposed and rein-
forced crippling sanctions on Iran. Iran’s Guards 
said the Korean vessel was carrying 7,200 tons of 
“oil chemical products” after stopping at a Saudi 
port and was crewed by personnel from South 
Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam and Myanmar. 

The incident was the first seizure of a major 
vessel by the Iranian navy in more than a year. In 
July 2019, the Guards seized the British-flagged 
oil tanker Stena Impero in the sensitive Strait of 
Hormuz for two months for allegedly ramming a 
fishing boat.  

It was at the time widely seen as a response 
after authorities in the British overseas territory of 
Gibraltar had detained an Iranian tanker and later 
released it over US objections. Tehran denied the 
two cases were related. 

Iran also said yesterday it had stepped up its 
uranium enrichment. The Islamic republic said it 
was now refining uranium to 20 percent purity - 
far above the level permitted under its 2015 
agreement with world powers, but significantly 
below the 90 percent required for an atomic 
bomb - in a step Washington condemned as 
“nuclear extortion”. It was the most striking sus-
pension yet of Tehran’s commitments under its 
landmark deal with six nations, which has been 
fraying ever since US President Donald Trump 
withdrew from it in 2018 and reimposed crippling 
sanctions. — AFP 

Iran claims Seoul 
holding $7bn...
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tourism and the mitigation of the effects of 

COVID-19, they added. Growth in other countries 
in the region is expected to reach 3.2 percent in 
2021 due to the easing of travel restrictions and a 

slow recovery of domestic demand. However, it is 
expected to reach only 2.7 percent in Egypt, the 
most populous country in the region, following the 
“collapse” of various sectors, notably tourism and 
gas extraction. 

The World Bank warned that regional economies 
faced a variety of hurdles as they try to get back on 
their feet. “The recovery is contingent on contain-
ment of the pandemic, stabilizing oil prices, no fur-
ther escalation of geopolitical tensions, and the 
assumption of a vaccine rollout in the second half of 
the year,” it said. — AFP

World Bank tips  
fragile recovery...


