
LOS ANGELES: Milwaukee’s two-time reigning
Most Valuable Player Giannis Antetokounmpo
poured in 43 points Monday, powering the Bucks
to a 125-115 NBA victory over the Detroit Pistons.
Antetokounmpo connected on 17 of 24 shots from
the field. He made a brace of three pointers and
was simply unstoppable in the paint. His was just
one of the outstanding performances on a night
that featured a 40-point outburst from Boston
Celtics star Jayson Tatum and a triple-double for
Luka Doncic of the Dallas Mavericks.

Antetokounmpo set the tone early in
Milwaukee, scoring 30 of the Bucks’ 67 first-half
points. Detroit managed to trim the deficit to 118-
110 with 2:38 left to play, but Antetokounmpo
stopped their momentum with a block of a driving
Sekou Doumbouya shot, then grabbed the
rebound of teammate Donte DiVincenzo’s miss for
a put-back basket that effectively ended the
Pistons’ comeback bid. “The blocked shot and the
put-back was big,” Bucks coach Mike
Budenholzer said, adding that he wouldn’t have

liked to see the deficit whittled further.
Detroit, playing without star Blake Griffin, also

saw rookie Killian Hayes go down in the third
quarter with a hip injury that kept him out the rest
of the game. Boston’s Tatum scored 21 of his sea-
son-best 40 in the second quarter as the Celtics
rallied from an early deficit to beat the Toronto
Raptors 126-114. Tatum connected on 11 of 19
shots from the field and was a perfect 13-for-13
from the free throw line as he fell one point shy of
matching his career best.

The first meeting of the teams since Boston
eliminated Toronto in the second round of the
playoffs in September was in Tampa, Florida,
where the Raptors are based, amid continuing
coronavirus restrictions on travel to Canada. The
Dallas Mavericks won a Texas tussle with the
Rockets in Houston on the back of Doncic’s first
triple-double of the season. Doncic, who sat out
Sunday with a quadriceps contusion, returned
with a vengeance with 33 points, 16 rebounds
and 11 assists as Dallas held off a late Rockets

push for a 113-100 victory.
The Slovenian star, still just 21, notched his 26th

career triple-double. Tim Hardway Jr. added 30
points off the bench for Dallas, who led by as many
as 16 in the third quarter. The Rockets, with 23
points from Christian Wood and 21 from James
Harden, tied it up with 10 minutes remaining, but
the Mavericks relentlessly pulled away again.

While Mavs coach Rick Carlisle conceded that
Doncic came into the season “behind the curve” on
his conditioning, he said his young star is clearly
going in the right direction. “You can tell on the
floor,” Carlisle said. “You can see that he’s getting
better and better as each day goes by.” The
Philadelphia 76ers improved their league-leading
record to 6-1 with a 118-101 victory over the
Charlotte Hornets. Tobias Harris scored 22 points
to lead seven Sixers players in double figures in
the wire-to-wire win. Joel Embiid added 14 points
and 11 rebounds, Danny Green contributed 13
points, and Ben Simmons had 12 points, 10
rebounds and six assists for Philadelphia.

Knicks find a way 
New York’s Julius Randle scored 28 points and

pulled down 17 rebounds and Austin Rivers
drilled a late three-pointer that helped the Knicks
erase a 15-point third-quarter deficit in a 113-108
victory over the Hawks in Atlanta. In a back-and-
forth battle, the Knicks seized an early double-
digit lead only for Atlanta to take a four-point
lead into halftime.

The Hawks pushed their lead to 15 with less
than five minutes left in the third, but they couldn’t
hang on. “We didn’t play great but we found a way
to win,” Knicks coach Tom Thibodeau said.
Indiana’s Malcolm Brogdon delivered the game-
winner as the Pacers broke the New Orleans
Pelicans’ hearts 118-116 in overtime, having rallied
from six points down with less than a minute
remaining in regulation. There was no such drama
for Golden State as Stephen Curry followed up
Sunday’s 62-point outburst with 30 points, nine
rebounds and eight assists in the Warriors’ 137-
106 romp over the Sacramento Kings. — AFP 
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Red Bull Air Force Team is seen prior flying over the Dead Sea, Jordan. — Photo taken from www.redbullcontentpool.com

Tatum scores 40 in Celtics NBA win

Antetokounmpo’s 43 points 
fuel Bucks to 125-115 victory

Japan sumo champion 
Hakuho tests positive 
for coronavirus
TOKYO: Record-breaking sumo champion
Hakuho has tested positive for COVID-19 just days
before the New Year tournament, the Japan Sumo
Association said yesterday. The JSA said Hakuho
was tested after noticing a loss of smell, and that
other members of the Miyagino stable who are
thought to have come into contact with him would
be tested yesterday. 

The Mongolian-born 35-year-old, who has won
a record 44 tournaments and holds sumo’s highest
rank of yokozuna, had been preparing for the 15-
day New Year Grand Sumo Tournament, which
starts Sunday in Tokyo. A JSA spokesperson said
his participation in the basho, or tournament, was
as yet undecided, but the competition was set to go
ahead as scheduled.

Hakuho’s infection comes after 11 members of the
Arashio stable tested positive last week following
the infection of top-division wrestler Wakatakakage.
Local media reported that the new cases included
stablemaster Arashio, a hairdresser and eight lower-
division wrestlers. A gyoji, or referee, from a differ-
ent stable also tested positive on Monday after com-
plaining of a fever and cough. A 20-year-old sumo
wrestler died in Japan last May after contracting the
virus and suffering multiple organ failure. But
Hakuho is the first wrestler from the sport’s top
ranks to test positive for the virus. He has been deal-
ing with a knee injury and has not completed a tour-
nament since March, when he won the Spring Grand
Sumo Tournament in Osaka. — AFP 

Red bull desert
wings get their
first taste of 
the dunes 
KUWAIT: The 2021 Dakar Rally
served up dunes for the first time and
the change of terrain had a massive
impact on the leaderboards. Stage
Two ran from Bisha to Wadi Ad-
Dawasir and featured 457 kilometers
against the clock. With a host of navi-
gation challenges as well as soft sand
dunes - this was a classic Dakar stage.
During the stage a three-way tussle
emerged at the front of the car race
that looks set to dominate the coming
days at the Dakar. A stage win today
for Nasser Al-Attiyah has lifted him to
third overall, behind race leader
Stephane Peterhansel and second
placed Carlos Sainz.

“Today we went flat out from start
to finish and everything worked really
well for us.” - Nasser Al-Attiyah
Peterhansel now leads the general
classification with a gap of 6m37s
over fellow MINI JCW Buggy driver
Sainz. Peterhansel, Sainz and Al-
Attiyah have 13 Dakar car race wins
between them and that number looks
set to increase this year. “The dunes
came near the start when we were
carrying lots of fuel. The priority was
not to get stuck.” - Stephane
Peterhansel

Kuba Przygonski and Sebastien
Loeb have established themselves in
the Top 10 after two stages while
Giniel De Villiers and Cyril Despres
remain in the hunt. It was a tough day
at the Dakar for Red Bull KTM
Factory Racing as they slipped off the
top of the general classification. Two-
time Dakar winner Toby Price opened
the stage and immediately faced navi-
gation challenges. The Australian also
suffered a fuel tank issue which
slowed him down. “I had to conserve
fuel because I only had my front
tanks. It was tough but it’s something
we can sort out tonight in the

bivouac.” - Toby Price
Price’s team-mate Sam Sunderland

also conceded over 20 minutes to new
race leader Joan Barreda. The news
was worse for the third Red Bull KTM
Factory Racing rider as Matthias
Walkner endured technical issues and
lost over two hours on first place. “It
seems that whoever is opening each
stage is losing a lot of time because of
the nature of the terrain. It’s not easy
to have a mistake free run.” - Sam
Sunderland. Laia Sanz has been get-
ting into her rhythm over the past two
days at the Dakar. The top placed
female biker at the previous 10 edi-
tions of the Dakar is out to keep her
impressive record intact.

“It was a really fast stage and I’m
happy with the rhythm I’m starting to
find. Hopefully I can improve day by
day.” - Laia Sanz. Also, still on course
to match their personal goals at the
2021 Dakar are Daniel Sanders, Stefan
Svitko, Camille Chapeliere, CS
Santosh and Mohammed Jaffar. “This
is already the longest desert race I
have done in my life and so far we’ve
only had two stages! There’s still such
a long way to go.” - Mohammed Jaffar

The lead changed hands once
again in the Lightweight Vehicles cat-
egory with Chaleco Lopez now hold-
ing top spot. Yesterday’s stage winner
Cristina Gutierrez sits in fourth over-
all, less than three minutes behind
Lopez. “The sand was nice, and it was
a great Dakar stage.” - Chaleco
Lopez Gutierrez’s fellow Red Bull Off-
Road Junior Team drivers Seth
Quintero and Mitch Guthrie Jr. also
completed the 457km timed special
stage, as did Mattias Ekstrom. “My
main goal today was to try and stay in
the car all day and not have any
issues. That’s exactly what we did.” -
Seth Quintero

A second consecutive stage win in
the truck race for Dmitry Sotnikov has
given him a cushion of over 17 minutes
in the general classification. Sotnikov’s
Kamaz team-mates Anton Shibalov and
Ayrat Mardeev are also in the Top 5.
Ignacio Casale is seventh overall on his
return to the truck category. “The feel-
ing today was very nice. There were
lots of dunes and strong competitors all

around me.” - Ignacio Casale. There are
more dunes for the 2021 Dakar Rally
convoy to tackle tomorrow on Stage
Three. The 403-kilometre timed special

stage will skirt the edges of the notori-
ous Empty Quarter desert before
returning competitors to the Wadi Ad-
Dawasir bivouac. 
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Australia, India
resume ‘arm-wrestle’
as COVID dominates
Test build-up
SYDNEY: Australia and India resume their
“arm-wrestle” Test series at 1-1 tomorrow after
a build-up marred by a coronavirus outbreak in
Sydney and concerns over a potential biosecu-
rity breach by the Indian team. The four-Test
series is finely poised after India, crushed by
eight wickets in Adelaide — where they fell for
their record low of 36 — emphatically bounced
back in Melbourne. Spearheaded by stand-in
skipper Ajinkya Rahane, who is deputizing dur-
ing Virat Kohli’s paternity leave, they levelled
the series with their own eight-wicket win.

“The first two Tests have been tough cricket,
it’s 1-1 and that probably shows how close the
series is,” said Australia coach Justin Langer,
describing the series as an “arm-wrestle”. “We
are very, very determined to get out of the
blocks hard on Thursday.” The series has also
been eventful off the field with Sydney, which
has raced to contain a new COVID-19 cluster,
only confirmed as host of the third Test after
the Melbourne game.

The Sydney Cricket Ground has slashed its
available capacity from 50 to 25 percent -
about 10,000 fans - after a public backlash
over the potential health risks. Separately, five
Indian players were spotted dining inside a
Melbourne restaurant, in apparent contraven-
tion of biosecurity protocols. Australian officials
have also played down reports claiming India
are not keen on having the final Test in
Brisbane, due to stricter quarantine arrange-
ments there.

The weather could affect plans for both
teams, with showers forecast for tomorrow and
Friday. Run-shy Australia are set to make at
least one change, with David Warner expected
to return after missing the first two Tests with a
groin strain, while fellow opener Joe Burns has
been dumped. Warner’s opening partner is still
unknown. Will Pucovski has been given the all-
clear from a concussion and could make his
debut, although Marcus Harris is also waiting in
the wings. — AFP 


