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Joe Biden sworn in as 46th  
US President, urges unity

Kamala Harris sworn in as Vice President, makes history • Amir sends congratulations 

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden yesterday became the 
46th president of the United States with a call to unity, 
vowing to bridge deep divides and defeat domestic 
extremism two weeks after a mob attack tried to undo 
his election victory. On a frigid but sunny day at the 
very Capitol building that was assaulted on Jan 6, 
Biden swore the oath of office moments after Kamala 
Harris, who became America’s first woman vice presi-
dent, turning the page on Donald Trump’s tumultuous 
four years. 

HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and on behalf of the Kuwaiti people, 
yesterday sent a cable of congratulations to Biden on 
his inauguration. In the cable, HH the Amir lauded the 
deep-rooted relations between Kuwait and the United 
States. He added that he looks forward to strengthen-
ing friendship bonds and taking cooperation level in all 
domains to a new high to serve the common interests 
within the framework of the joint strategic partnership.  

HH the Amir wished Biden all success and everlast-

ing good health and the US further progress and pros-
perity. HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar 
cables to Biden.  

“Democracy is precious, democracy is fragile and 
at this hour, my friends, democracy has prevailed,” 
Biden said before a National Mall that was virtually 
empty due to the ultra-tight security and a raging 
COVID-19 pandemic that he vowed to confront 

immediately.  “We must end this uncivil war that pits 
red against blue, rural versus urban, conservative ver-
sus liberal. We can do this if we open our souls instead 
of hardening our hearts, if we show a little tolerance 
and humility and we’re willing to stand in the other 
person’s shoes. Together we shall write an American 
story of hope, not fear, of unity, not division, of light, 
not darkness. A story of decency and dignity, love and 
healings and goodness,” he said.  
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WASHINGTON: (Left) Joe Biden is sworn in as the 46th US President by Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts yesterday at the US Capitol. (Right) Kamala Harris is sworn in as the 49th US Vice 
President by Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor yesterday. — AFP photos

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Opposition MP Thamer Al-Suwait 
yesterday submitted a draft law stipulating 
wide-ranging civil and humanitarian rights 
including a permanent residency for tens of 
thousands of stateless people or bedoons who 
have been living for decades in the country. The 
lawmaker called for ending what he called a 
“state of legislative paralysis” regarding the 
humanitarian cause of bedoons, whose plight 
has been repeatedly debated by parliaments 
over the past few decades but without reaching 
a conclusive solution. 

Some 120,000 bedoons live in the country 
and claim the right to Kuwaiti citizenship, saying 
their forefathers lived in Kuwait decades ago. 
The government however insists that only less 
than a third of them qualify for consideration for 
Kuwaiti citizenship, while the rest are nationals 
of neighboring countries. In recent years, MPs 
sympathetic to the rights of bedoons have called 
for granting them basic rights in education, jobs 
and health while authorities continue to investi-
gate if they have a right to citizenship. 

The draft law stipulates that bedoons be 
granted special identification cards through 
which they can have access to civil and social 
rights, mainly permanent residency in the coun-
try. Based on the cards, bedoons will be entitled 
to free medication and healthcare, including for 
bedoons with special needs. 
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MP demands civil  
rights for bedoons

WASHINGTON: Outgoing US President Donald Trump waves as he boards 
Marine One at the White House yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump left 
the White House for the last time yes-
terday with a vow to stay in the spot-
light and an extraordinary snub of Joe 
Biden, skipping his inauguration as 
the 46th president of the United 
States. Drawing a curtain on the most 
tumultuous administration of modern 
times, Trump is being ousted by a 
polar opposite with the Democrat 
Biden intent on charting a new course 
to tackle COVID-19 and unite a splin-

tered nation. 
Trump, 74, and first lady Melania 

Trump walked a short red carpet and 
boarded the Marine One helicopter, 
which flew near the Capitol that was 
ready for Biden’s inauguration before 
heading to Andrews Air Force Base on 
Washington’s outskirts. “This has 
been an incredible four years,” Trump 
told several hundred cheering sup-
porters in a campaign-style event 
before flying off for the last time in Air 
Force One en route to his Florida 
resort. 

“We will be back in some form,” 
vowed Trump, who retains a hold on 
much of the Republican Party despite 
being the first president to be 
impeached twice.  
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Trump snubs 
Biden, vows  
to be back

Steve Bannon

WASHINGTON: Outgoing US President Donald 
Trump yesterday pardoned 73 people, including his 
former aide Steve Bannon and the rapper Lil 
Wayne, just hours before he was due to leave office. 
The list of those pardoned - as well as 70 people 
whose sentences were commuted - was likely to 
draw allegations of cronyism. Trump also at the last 
minute ended a ban on his administration’s officials 
serving as lobbyists - an order he had issued with 
fanfare at the start of his presidency as he vowed to 

“drain the swamp” of Washington. 
However, neither Trump nor his relatives were 

listed, amid speculation he could use the legally 
dubious tactic of a preemptive pardon to fend off 
future charges. Bannon - who was Trump’s cam-
paign manager during the 2016 election, before 
becoming a senior adviser to the president - left the 
White House acrimoniously in 2017, Trump later 
giving him the derogatory moniker “Sloppy Steve.” 

Last year he was charged with one count of con-
spiracy to commit wire fraud, over funds raised to 
build the Mexico border wall, a flagship Trump poli-
cy. But yesterday’s statement, announcing his par-
don, read: “Mr Bannon has been an important 
leader in the conservative movement and is known 
for his political acumen.” US media earlier reported 
that the president made his last-minute decision 
after speaking to Bannon by phone. 
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Bannon among  
73 pardoned on  
Trump’s last day


