
LOS ANGELES: Kawhi Leonard scored a game-
high 34 points as the Los Angeles Clippers extended
their season-high NBA win streak to seven games
with a 108-100 victory over the Oklahoma City
Thunder on Sunday.

Leonard shot 14 of 24 from the floor and finished
with nine rebounds and eight assists while Ivica
Zubac came off the bench to score 10 points and
grab 11 rebounds for the Clippers, who beat
Oklahoma City for the second time in three days.
Serge Ibaka tallied 17 points, Reggie Jackson fin-
ished with 14 and Paul George scored 11 for the
Clippers, who matched the Los Angeles Lakers for
the best record in the league at 13-4.

“On a night when we weren’t making shots, it
was a good, tough, grind-out win for us,” Clippers
coach Tyronn Lue said. “Kawhi had it going so we
played through him a lot, especially in the second
half. We had to ride him pretty hard so we could
keep the lead.”

George spent two seasons with the Thunder
before being traded to the Clippers prior to the
2019-20 season. Nicolas Batum scored seven points
in the win while Shai Gilgeous-Alexander had 23
points, seven assists and six rebounds for the
Thunder, who lost their third in a row after having
last Sunday’s game against Philadelphia postponed.

George Hill scored 22 points and Hamidou Diallo
had 14 points for Oklahoma City. The Thunder cut
the Clippers lead to six points, 102-96, with just
under two minutes left on a basket by Gilgeous-
Alexander. But Leonard helped clinch the victory by
scoring on a dunk with 42 seconds remaining.

The Clippers grabbed a big lead early just like
they did in Friday’s win over the Thunder. Los
Angeles compiled a 17 point lead in the opening

quarter before the Thunder reduced that to eight
with just over four minutes left in the second. The
Clippers regained control to take a 56-45 lead into
the half.

Leonard, who scored 11 points in the third quar-
ter, hit a jumper at the end of the third to give the
Clippers a 85-73 lead. “He did a great job of just
getting us the lead,” Jackson said of Leonard. “They
were loading up on Kawhi and Paul. They did a great
job of attacking.”

The Clippers won despite struggling from three-
point range, hitting just 14 of 46. The Thunder were
even worse, making just seven of 35 from beyond
the arc. Los Angeles played without forward Marcus
Morris, who sat out with an unspecified illness.

Elsewhere, Dejounte Murray had a triple double
with 11 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists and Patty
Mills scored a team high 21 as the San Antonio
Spurs used a balanced and explosive offensive
attack to breeze past the short-handed Washington
Wizards 121-101. It was the first game in 13 days for
the Covid-19 ravaged Wizards after a half dozen
players tested positive and three had to miss time
because of contact tracing.

Wizards return to court
Lonnie Walker scored 16 points, LaMarcus

Aldridge tallied 15, Devin Vassell notched 14 points,
and Rudy Gay and Keldon Johnson each had 13 as
seven players reached double figure scoring for the
Spurs, who halted a two game losing skid.

The Spurs led by as many as 11 points in the
fourth quarter and then used a 15-1 run down the
stretch to cruise to victory. Wizards top scorer
Bradley Beal had 31 points and Jerome Robinson
added 16, while Alex Len finished with 11 points.

Russell Westbrook, who missed the Wizards last
two games with a quadriceps injury, was held to just
nine points. Washington acquired Westbrook from
Houston in an offseason deal that included John Wall
being traded to the Rockets.

In Boston, Jaylen Brown delivered one of the
fastest scoring bursts in NBA history, scoring 20 of
his 33 points in the third quarter as the Boston

Celtics rolled over the Cleveland Cavaliers 141-103.
Brown became the first player in NBA history to
score more than 30 points in less than 20 minutes as
the Celtics halted a three-game losing streak.
Meanwhile, Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 27
points to become the sixth player in franchise history
to reach 11,000 points, leading the Milwaukee Bucks
to a 129-115 win over the Atlanta Hawks. — AFP
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Sibley, Buttler help
England to sweep
Sri Lanka Tests 2-0
GALLE: Dom Sibley and Jos Buttler
anchored a run chase after a jittery start as
England beat Sri Lanka by six wickets yes-
terday in the second Test to sweep the
series 2-0. Sibley and Buttler put on an
unbeaten 75-run stand as England, who
were struggling at 89-4, got to their target
of 164 in an extended final session on the
fourth day in Galle.

The result gave England a second suc-
cessive Test whitewash in Sri Lanka after
winning all three matches in the island
nation in 2018. England were given a dead-
line to finish in the day after spinners Jack
Leach and Dom Bess skittled out Sri Lanka
for 126 in their second innings.

Left-arm spinner Lasith Embuldeniya
claimed three wickets that gave Sri Lanka
hope and helped him to his Test-best match
figures of 10-200. Debutant spinner
Ramesh Mendis got the key wicket of skip-
per Joe Root, who scored 11 after his 186 in
England’s first innings total of 344, to add
to the scare given to the tourists.

Embuldeniya took Zak Crawley for 13
and then ended Jonny Bairstow’s stay after
a quickfire 29, putting England’s nerves on
edge, but Sibley calmly moved to his third
Test half-century. Leach and Sibley took
four wickets each to set up England’s win.

The hosts started their second innings
early in the day with a lead of 37 but it all
came to an end in the afternoon session.
Number 10 Embuldeniya top-scored with
40, after taking seven wickets with his
left-arm spin to end England’s first innings
on 344.

He was the only batsman to score more
than 20 as Sri Lanka collapsed from 29 for
one in their second innings. Embuldeniya
put up some resistance with a ninth-wicket
stand of 48 with Suranga Lakmal, who
made 11 not out, before Root took the final
two wickets with his off-spin. 

Leach’s left-arm spin got Kusal Perera
trapped lbw for 14, and off-spinner Bess
sent back Oshada Fernando for three in the
first session. First-innings centurion Angelo
Mathews was then bowled by Bess for five
and Chandimal fell to Leach, with James
Anderson taking a superb running catch.

Earl ier  Di lruwan Perera trapped
overnight batsman Leach lbw for one on
just the 11th ball of the day after England
resumed on 339 for nine in Galle. Leach
took a single and number 11 Anderson hit a
boundary off Embuldeniya, who returned
career-best figures of 7-137 in just his
ninth Test , to add f ive runs to the
overnight score.

Anderson played a key part after his
best bowling figures of 6-40 in Asia. The
38-year-old quick has 606 Test wickets in
157 matches. Riding on Root’s 228, England
won the opening Test of the resumed
series, which started last March but was
postponed due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. England now head to India for a
four-Test series starting February 5 in
Chennai. The first two Tests will be played
to empty stadiums. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Kawhi Leonard #2 of the LA Clippers dunks the ball during the game against the Oklahoma City Thunder
on Sunday at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

Celtics’ Brown scores 30 points in less than 20 minutes

Women’s football:
Fatat plays Qadsiya 
in playoffs
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Fatat Football Club defeated Al-Arabi 7-2 in the
conclusion of the second part of the Women’s Indoor
Football League (URC). With this win, the Fatat Club
increased its point total to 23 on top of the standings, while
Al-Arabi remained third with 13 points. Meanwhile, Kuwait
defeated Salwa Al-Sabah Club 9-1, placing it in second place
on goal difference. Salwa remains in fifth place with 3 points.
Fatat, Arabi, Kuwait and Qadisiya qualified for the semifinals.
The semifinals will start on Saturday in the playoffs format,
and the winner of the best of three matches will qualify to
the final. Fatat will play Qadisiya while Arabi will meet
Kuwait in the playoffs. KUWAIT: The Fatat Football Club vs Al-Arabi match in action.

Kuwait hosts
Asian Shooting
Championship
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of the Arab and Kuwait
Shooting Federations, Secretary General of Asian
Shooting Confederation (ASC) Engineer Duaij
Khalaf Al-Otaibi said Kuwait Shooting Federation
welcomes the ASC’s request to organize the first
Asian Shooting Championship online. He said the
tournament will take place on Jan 29 and 30.

Otaibi said the Higher Organizing Committee is
working hard to complete preparations for the tour-
nament, which is going to be held online due to the
coronavirus pandemic. He said that a large number
of countries expressed interest in participating in the
tournament, noting that there are 16 countries so far
who confirmed their participation in the Olympic
skeet, trap, air pistol and rifle for both genders.

Furthermore, Otaibi said that the ASC executive
committee expressed its intention to hold such
tournaments so that Asian shooters remain ready to
participate in upcoming international tournaments
most notably the Tokyo Olympics currently planned
for August.

Otaibi said the Organizing Committee approved
the international referees who will supervise compe-
tition in each country, along with a coordinator who
will send the results as they take place, and to make
sure participating shooters are registered and
approved, and are participating from their own

country. Results will be sent to the organizing coun-
try as they will be calculated and winners will be
announced, he explained.

Meanwhile, Secretary General of Arab and
Kuwait Shooting Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi said
that preparations are ongoing for the launch of the
tournament which takes place under the patronage
of President of the Asian Shooting Confederation
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-
Sabah. Osaimi, who is the director of the tournament,
lauded the major role of Sheikh Salman in helping
Asian shooters to return to shooting after the halt of
sports activities due to the coronavirus pandemic,
through organizing championships in Asia using
online technology.

Osaimi added that there are 400 shooters of both
genders participating from 16 countries. “The Kuwait
Shooting Federation is ready to organize the tourna-
ment’s activities, and the higher organizing commit-
tee was formed for this purpose,” he said. Osaimi
said the tournament is an important platform for
shooters to prepare for HH the Amir Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah International Grand
Prix to be held at Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex on February 12-19, 2021.

Duaij Al-Otaibi Obaid Al-Osaimi

stc partners with
‘Extreme Sports’ to
support ‘Friday Ride’
KUWAIT: Kuwait Telecommunications Company -
stc, a world-class digital leader providing innovative
services and platforms to customers, enabling the
digital transformation in Kuwait, announced its part-
nership with local bicycle supplier, ‘Extreme Sports’,
to support a series of events organized for cyclist
enthusiasts labeled ‘Friday Ride’ as part of its 2021
strategy to back various sporting initiatives.

stc’s participation in the initiative, in collaboration
with Extreme Sports, aims to ensure the safety of
participating cyclists competing in a race across
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Sabah Causeway. The
objective of this collaboration is to maintain safety
protocols and implement precautionary measures, all
while raising awareness on the importance of physi-
cal health, increased endurance, and body awareness. 

Through its role, stc provided a number of unique
services to cyclists, as well as arranged activities at
its dedicated wing at the event. Company representa-
tives Ahmed Al-Nowaibet and Ahmed Al-Shayji from
the Corporate Communications team at stc attended
and managed the initiatives, while providing assis-
tance and support to the cyclists at the venue.

In this regard, stc indi-
cated that upon its par-
ticipation, it was keen to
implement and ensure
that the appropriate
guidelines issued by the
Ministry of Health
regarding social distanc-
ing were met to the high-
est degree. A practice
that stc enforces within
its headquarters, across
its branches, and at any
external initiatives it par-

ticipates in to avoid the spread of infection.
Commenting on the thrilling event, Danah Al-

Jasem, General Manager of Corporate
Communications at stc, said, “When it comes to
physical health and body awareness, we find these
attributes to be essential in sustaining a well-bal-
anced lifestyle. By participating in these events, we
aim to encourage the younger generation to develop
a more active lifestyle, experience healthy competi-
tion, improve their teamwork skills, and challenge
their mental and physical abilities to overcome
obstacles. We believe such characteristics are impor-
tant components of stc’s corporate social responsi-
bility strategy.”

Jasem added, “On this occasion, I would like to
express stc’s gratitude and appreciation to the
organizers and participants, especially Extreme

Sports, for the successful turnout. We promise to
continue upholding our commitment to support and
play a contributing role in similar engaging initiatives
that encourage sustainable healthy living and physi-
cal activity. For stc strives to become a source of
inspiration to the younger generation, encouraging
them to adopt a healthier lifestyle that can pave the
way for a brighter future ahead.”

Jasem pointed out that this partnership is part of a
series of initiatives stc has participated in since
launching its new corporate brand early 2020, mark-
ing it a more distinctive moment for the company.
She also emphasized that stc is looking forward to
the upcoming events under the Friday Ride initiative
as it aims to offer the cyclists unique services in each
event as a source of motivation.

Danah Al-Jasem

KUWAIT: Ahmed Al-Nowaibet in Friday Ride cycling event.


