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Central Bank protects  
clients against fraud

KUWAIT: Deputy Governor of the Central Bank 
of Kuwait Yousef Al-Obeid yesterday affirmed the 
bank’s long-standing policy of protecting clients 
from fraud and high-risk investments. Speaking at 
a news conference marking a campaign themed 
“Let’s be aware”, Obeid said the Central Bank’s 
measures in this regard have drastically cut the 
number of such acts of deception.  

Moreover, the Central Bank has protected 
banking institutions and individuals against high-
risk investments such as suspicious transactions in 
digital currencies like bitcoin. Obeid added the 
Central Bank has a policy to educate the public 
against excessive consumption and guides them 
toward saving.  

Obeid noted the campaign was supposed to 
launch last year, but global health conditions led it 
to be postponed unti l  this year. He said the 
Central Bank has been launching several aware-
ness campaigns in the belief in the importance of 
the role of the media in shaping knowledge among 
consumers.  

Obeid said the campaign’s objectives include 
strengthening basic principles and concepts in the 
banking field, facilitating customers to use bank-
ing services in the best way and enabling them to 
benefit from the services provided by banks, as 

well as increasing the level of financial inclusion 
and promoting financial and economic stability.  

He pointed out that the campaign will continue 
throughout the year and will include raising 
awareness of the mechanism of filing complaints 
about banking services, in addition to various 
bankcards, the most important steps to be fol-
lowed to avoid exposure to fraud and awareness 
of risks.  

Obeid said the campaign will also include 
awareness  v ideos  and  press  s ta tements 
through many channels  of  communicat ion , 
especial ly digital  accounts, Kuwait i  banks’ 
social  media platforms and other points of 
communication with the public, ensuring the 
wide spread of the campaign’s message and 
the public’s interaction with it.  

On Saturday, the Central Bank said Kuwaiti 
lenders will be allowed to distribute cash profits 
based on their 2020 financial results. “In light of 
the financial data of Kuwaiti banks, that showed 
strength and solid levels of capital adequacy, and 
due to not using their provisions during 2020, 
they can distribute dividends to shareholders in 
line with their results and net profits, in a way that 
doesn’t affect the required capital adequacy,” the 
Central Bank said in a statement. —  KUNA 

Campaign launched to boost awareness about banking services, risks

KUWAIT: Central Bank of Kuwait officials hold a press conference during the launch of an awareness cam-
paign yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NEW DELHI: Farmers stand on the ramparts of Red Fort as they protest against the central government’s 
recent agricultural reforms yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Thousands of Indian farmers fought 
street battles with police across New Delhi yester-
day as they took protests against agriculture 
reforms into the capital during a giant Republic Day 
military parade. Police laid on one of their biggest 
security operations in years in a bid to keep demon-
strators away from Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and other government and military leaders. 

But after barging through barricades on main 
roads into the city, convoys of farmers on tractors 
took over Delhi landmarks and debris-strewn 
streets were left in clouds of tear gas. One farmer 
was killed in what police said was an accident after 
his tractor overturned. Police said they suffered 
“many” casualties but gave no figures. 
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Delhi clashes  
overshadow  
army parade

PARIS: Air pollution is likely to increase the 
risk of irreversible sight loss, according to the 
results of a long-term study published yester-
day. Age-related macular degeneration (AMD) 
is the leading cause of blindness among over-
50s in richer nations, with roughly 300 million 
people predicted to be affected by 2040. 
Known risk factors include age, smoking and 
genetic make-up.  

Now researchers have drawn a link between 
AMD and air pollution, which is already known 
to carry a host of health risks including heart 
and lung disease. Writing in the British Journal 
of Ophthalmology, researchers analyzed data 
from more than 115,000 participants who 
reported no eye problems at the start of the 
study period in 2006. 

Official data on traffic and levels of nitrous 
oxide and small particulate matter was used to 
calculate the annual average air pollution levels 
at the home addresses of the participants. They 
were asked to report formal diagnosis of AMD 
by a doctor and were tested on their sight per-
formance several years later. In all, 1,286 partici-
pants were diagnosed with AMD at the end of 
the study period. 

After accounting for other influencing factors 
including underlying health conditions and 
lifestyle, fine particulate matter exposure was 
associated with an eight-percent higher risk of 
an individual contracting AMD. “Overall, our 
findings suggest that ambient air pollution, 
especially fine (particulate matter) or those of 
combustion-related particles, may affect AMD 
risk,” said the study authors. “Our findings add 
to the growing evidence of the damaging effects 
of ambient air pollution, even in the setting of 
relative low exposure.”  

The World Health Organization estimates air 
pollution is responsible for at least seven million 
deaths every year. Last week, a separate study 
estimated that reducing air pollution to WHO-
recommended levels could prevent more than 
50,000 deaths annually across Europe.  
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Pollution linked  
to irreversible  
loss of eyesight

JERUSALEM: Pfizer or Sinopharm? The US or 
China? In the Middle East and North Africa, novel 
coronavirus vaccine orders are driven by diplomatic 
and logistical considerations, reflecting Beijing’s 
growing regional influence. In recent days, the 
Israeli government made documents public that 
showed the extent of its collaboration with US 
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer in its vaccination cam-
paign, one of the largest in the world to date, with 
more than a quarter of its nine million inhabitants 
already vaccinated.  

In return for swift delivery, Israel - with its vast 
digitized medical databases - is giving the company 
data on the efficacy and potential side effects of the 
vaccine based on indicators such as age and med-
ical history. This extensive cooperation is no sur-
prise given Israel is Washington’s main strategic ally 
in the region. The Jewish state has also ordered mil-
lions of doses of the vaccine developed by fellow 
US firm Moderna, the least ordered vaccine in the 
region so far.  

Continued on Page 2 

Pfizer or Sinopharm?  
‘Vaccine diplomacy’  
in the Middle East

TRIPOLI, Lebanon: Lebanon may be under a strict 
pandemic lockdown to stem raging coronavirus rates, 
but father-of-six Omar Qarhani is still working, des-
perate to support his family. “I’m not scared of coro-
na - what scares me is being in need and poverty,” 
the 38-year-old told AFP, selling vegetables on the 
side of a road in the northern port city of Tripoli. 

Lebanon has imposed a round-the-clock curfew 
nationwide since January 14, barred non-essential 
workers from leaving their homes and restricted gro-
cery shopping to deliveries. The drastic measures 
came after daily COVID cases suddenly shot up fol-
lowing gatherings during the holiday season, over-
whelming hospitals. 

The country has recorded over 280,000 coro-
navirus cases and more than 2,400 deaths stem-
ming from the disease since the pandemic began. 
On paper, its COVID-19 restrictions are among 
the strictest in the world, but in reality grinding 
poverty is pushing many back onto the streets to 
eke out a living. 

Standing beside his vegetable boxes in Tripoli, 

Qarhani said he was already barely making ends 
meet after he gave up his job at a flower shop to sell 
fresh produce. “We need 70,000 Lebanese pounds a 
day to put food on the table, but this job only pro-
vides half,” he said, implying he was earning less than 
$8 a day at the market rate. Security forces have set 
up checkpoints across the country to check 
Lebanese are complying with measures in force until 
Feb 8 to protect the health sector from collapse. But 
many people in poorer areas have been forced to 
defy the rules and keep working, especially in the 
poverty-stricken city of Tripoli. 
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Lebanese fear  
poverty more  
than virus

TRIPOLI, Lebanon:  Anti-government protesters push 
a dumpster during clashes following a demonstra-
tion against dire economic conditions in this north-
ern Lebanese city on Monday. — AFP  


