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 News in brief
Oil hammered after talks fail 
 
LONDON: US oil prices briefly spiked yester-
day to near a seven-year peak after OPEC+ 
crude producers failed to agree on lifting out-
put, fueling concern about inflation. But the 
prices then fell sharply as traders mulled the 
longer-term implications. The contract for West 
Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude for August 
delivery leapt to $76.98 per barrel, a level last 
seen in Nov 2014, before plunging to $73.45 in 
later trading. The price of Brent North Sea oil 
advanced to a Nov 2018 peak at $77.84 before 
plummeting to $74.65. The OPEC+ group on 
Monday cancelled a meeting that was supposed 
to overcome an impasse between the UAE and 
other members on how to lift output. — AFP

Donors urged to ‘save’ Lebanon 
 
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s 
caretaker premier 
Hassan Diab yesterday 
urged donors to 
“save” the country, 
despite the fact it has 
no formal government, 
as it struggles through 
a dire economic crisis. 
Warning that Lebanon 
is “just days away from a social explosion,” 
Diab urged the international community to 
“help save Lebanese from death and prevent 
Lebanon’s demise”. He urged foreign donors to 
release financial aid even though the multi-con-
fessional country has failed to form a new gov-
ernment in almost 11 months. “Linking aid to 
Lebanon with government formation has started 
to threaten the lives of Lebanese,” Diab told a 
Beirut meeting with foreign envoys. — AFP 

UK braced for 100K daily cases 
 
LONDON: The UK announced plans to further 
relax to its pandemic curbs yesterday despite 
warning that the number of daily new cases is 
set to more than treble to reach 100,000. From 
Aug 16, adults in England who have received 
both doses of a coronavirus vaccine will no 
longer need to self-isolate if they are in close 
contact with a positive case, Health Secretary 
Sajid Javid said. The highly contagious Delta 
variant now accounts for nearly all new COVID-
19 cases in Britain, and daily infection rates have 
soared to nearly 30,000 in recent days. Javid 
said that figure was likely to reach 50,000 a day 
by July 19, and as high as 100,000 later in the 
summer. — AFP 

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday sen-
tenced a man to death after convicting him of the 
kidnap and murder of a mother of two, a crime 
which shocked the country. The brutal killing of 
Farah Hamzah Akbar, 32, whose body was dumped 
outside a hospital on April 20 after she was 
snatched in broad daylight, sparked protests and 
calls for justice. 

“The verdict hit the nail on the head, and we 
hope it is backed and implemented so the family 
can rest,” the Akbar family lawyer Abdulmohsen 
Al-Qattan said. He added that the case will now be 
referred to the court of appeal for review. The 
man, who had persisted in stalking Akbar despite 
several complaints to authorities, dragged her from 
a car during the holy month of Ramadan. 

Akbar had previously filed two harassment 
complaints against the man who had proposed to 

her although she was already married. He had been 
arrested but was released on bail. The interior 
ministry said at the time of the murder that Akbar 
had been stabbed in the chest. The attacker was 
arrested shortly afterwards and confessed to the 
crime, sparking calls for his execution. 

After the killing, some 200 people, including 
men, rallied to mourn the victim and demand 
tougher penalties for violence against women. 
Kuwaiti women are pushing the boundaries of their 
society, considered one of the most open in the 
Gulf. A law against harassment exists but discus-
sions about gender-based violence remain taboo. 

“Women in Kuwait demand protection from 
harassment, abuse and murder by providing them 
with shelters and laws that protect them,” Lulwa 
Saleh Al-Mulla, head of the Kuwaiti Women’s 
Cultural and Social Society, said following the ver-
dict. “Farah’s (killing) was the straw that broke the 
camel’s back. Enough is enough.”  

Meanwhile, opposition MPs and activists yester-
day strongly lashed out at the government for 
arresting elderly poet Jamal Al-Sayer for writing 
tweets deemed offensive to HH the Amir, and 
demanded his immediate release. MP Muhannad 
Al-Sayer, a relative of the poet, said the public 
prosecution interrogated him for allegedly insulting 
HH the Amir and spreading false news on Twitter. 

The prosecution ordered his detention until 
today, when he will be interrogated again and 
could be either freed on bail or detained pending 
trial. In his tweets, Sayer expressed dissatisfaction 
over the state of affairs in the country. 

Opposition MPs strongly criticized the way 
Sayer was arrested by state security men from his 
home, saying he should have been summoned to 
the public prosecution and not arrested in this way. 
MP Abdulkarim Al-Kandari, a lawyer, said if there 
was any reason to arrest him, Sayer should have 
been asked to come to the prosecution during 

working hours and should enjoy legal guarantees. 
MP Muhalhal Al-Mudhaf said oppression 

against people is rejected and what happened to 
Sayer will “add to the political cost on the govern-
ment”. Lawyer Adel Abdulhadi held the interior 
minister responsible for the safety of Sayer, whose 
health condition requires extreme care. 

Former MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain said the 
law was changed on March 30, 2021 and the new 
amendments bar the detention of those accused 
in freedom of expression cases, wondering why 
Sayer has been detained. MP Hamad Al-Matar 
questioned how Sayer was arrested at night and 
without informing his family, saying authorities 
must apply the law in summoning people for 
interrogation. 

MP Mohammad Al-Mutair said the deep state is 
using state agencies to “bury” freedoms, adding 
that arresting Sayer in this way will be added to 
the grilling of the prime minister. 

Court hands death sentence  
to Farah Akbar’s murderer

Outcry after elderly Kuwaiti poet arrested over tweets 

This file photo taken on Dec 26, 2019 shows a general view of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam 
under construction near Guba in Ethiopia. — AFP 

CAIRO: Ethiopia has started the second phase of 
filling a mega-dam’s reservoir on the upper Blue 
Nile, Egypt and Sudan said, raising tensions yester-
day ahead of an upcoming UN Security Council 
meeting on the issue. Both Cairo and Khartoum said 
they had been notified by Addis Ababa that the sec-
ond phase of filling had begun at the Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam. 

Egypt’s irrigation ministry late Monday 
expressed its “firm rejection of this unilateral meas-
ure” and Sudan’s foreign ministry yesterday fol-
lowed suit, labelling the move a “risk and imminent 
threat”. In Addis Ababa, the offices of Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed and Irrigation Minister Seleshi 
Bekele did not immediately respond to AFP’s 
requests for comment. 

The huge dam, set to be Africa’s largest hydro-
electric project when completed, has sparked an 
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KAIROUAN: A Tunisian medic attends to patients at a gym that was converted to deal 
with a surge in new COVID-19 infections in this east-central city on July 4, 2021. — AFP 

TUNIS: Tunisian hospitals are bat-
tling to keep operating as the number 
of people dying of COVID-19 spikes 
and bodies are left in rooms because 
mortuaries are running at full capaci-
ty. “Some patients have died without 
us realizing it,” said Imen Fteiti a 
nurse at the Ibn Jazzar hospital in the 
central city of Kairouan, one of the 

hardest hit by the pandemic. 
Some bodies of COVID victims 

have been left lying in rooms, next to 
other patients, for up to 24 hours 
because there were not enough staff 
to organize their transfer to over-
stretched mortuaries. Tunisia has 
officially recorded more than 15,000 
deaths since the start of the pandem-
ic last year with the toll rising in 
recent weeks. 

More than 600 COVID patients 
are in intensive care units around the 
country, and authorities have set up 
field hospitals to cope with a crisis 
they have compared to a “tsunami”.  
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PARIS: This photograph taken on July 1, 2021 
shows “Pazzi”, a pizza-making robot, at work in a 
restaurant. — AFP 

PARIS: Behind the dark green facade of a new Paris 
pizzeria, arms wielding ladles and spatulas perform an 
intricate ballet to churn out made-to-order pies - but 
no human hands are involved in the performance. The 
glass-enclosed kitchen is staffed by silver robots that 
build, bake and box up pizzas with the help of special-
ly developed equipment, at a rate of up to 80 an hour. 

After ordering at self-service terminals, clients can 
watch as the machines flatten fresh dough, spread 
tomato sauce, add organic vegetables, cheese and 
other toppings, then whisk the creations into the oven. 
“It’s a very fast process, the timing is perfectly con-
trolled and quality is assured because the robots are 
consistent,” says Sebastien Roverso, 34, a co-founder 
and inventor of the Pazzi robot and its namesake 
restaurant. 

“And it’s a pretty cool and relaxed atmosphere,” he 
says. “The idea is that you spend a few pleasant min-
utes watching the robot while waiting.” Or as the sign 
says in English out front: “Come for the show, Stay for 
the Pizza!” Roverso and a fellow engineer and  
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