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Amir reassures on successful medical 
tests in phone call with Crown Prince

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received a phone call on Monday from His 
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, informing him, Sheikhs, government 
and National Assembly members on the successful 
medical tests he went over, extending his greetings 
to all Kuwaiti citizens and residents alike. In turn, 
His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince 
expressed his thanks and appreciation for this kind 
gesture, wishing him a continuous good health and 
thrive to continue fulfilling his mission and progress 
for the wellbeing of the country. 

Meanwhile, His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday Director 
General of Kuwait Foundation for Advancement of 
Science (KFAS) Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel. Fadhel pre-
sented Fatma Qarashi and Majed Al-Muneefi who 
won international awards, as well as their excellence 
at KFAS’ Giftedness and Creativity school. His 
Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince con-
gratulated the two students for their achievements, 
and urged them to continue their hard work. In the 
meantime, His Highness Sheikh Mishal received His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. — KUNA

Sheikh Mishal receives award-winning students

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Director General of KFAS and the award-winning 
students. — KUNA photos 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His Highness Sheikh Nasser 
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets student Fatma Qarashi.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets student Majed Al-Muneefi.

BERLIN: Kuwaiti Ambassador to 
Germany Najeeb Al-Bader has hailed the 
strong Kuwaiti-German ties at all levels. 
The two sides’ relations began in the 70s 
when Kuwait started to show interest in 
investment in Germany, Al-Bader said in 
an interview with Souq magazine, of the 
Arab-German Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. In 1974, Kuwait started 
investing in Germany’s Daimler Benz 
company, and today Kuwait owns 6.8 
percent of shares, becoming the second 
biggest investor. Kuwait was also the 
first Arab country to invest in Germany, 
with current investment of 35 billion 
euros, he noted. 

These investments are approved by 
the government and the National 

Assembly, said Bader, adding that 
Kuwait’s investment office in London 
was launched in 1953, eight years prior 
to the country’s independence in 1961. 
Meanwhile, the ambassador said that 
Kuwait aims to boost partnership with 
Germany in different fields including 
defense, health and education. Speaking 
of economic cooperation, Al-Bader said 
that Germany exports cars, medical and 
chemical products and electronics worth 
1.6 billion euros annually to Kuwait, 
while it imports petrochemicals worth 
about 40 million euros from Kuwait 
annually. There are over 700 German 
brands and companies or their represen-
tatives in Kuwait, as part of the country’s 
development plan and the 2035 vision, 

he noted. 
On the defense level, the ambassador 

said that Germany provides Kuwait with 
military vehicles that protect against 
chemical, nuclear and biological attacks. 
The two countries also aim to develop 
cooperation in the field of renewable 
energy, especially in technologies to use 
green hydrogen and solar power. 
Moreover, Kuwait Embassy is looking 
forward for more cooperation in the 
educational field for graduate and post-
graduate studies. In the same context, he 
affirmed that the Technical University of 
Munich will open its branch in Kuwait 
and will provide Bachelor, Masters and 
PHD certificates for about 6,600 stu-
dents, and is expected to begin within 
two years, said Bader. 

As for Kuwait’s request for Schengen 
visa waiver on its citizens, the ambassa-
dor said that Kuwait had completed all 
requirements needed for the waiver by 
the European Union (EU), adding that 
this step would be a boost to the 
European economy. Bader expressed his 

appreciation of the German leadership 
policy in Europe and its stance on Arab 
issues, especially the Syrian refugees 

crisis. He also hailed its role in reaching a 
political settlement in Libya by hosting 
two international conferences. — KUNA

Kuwait, Germany eager 
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at all levels: Ambassador

BERLIN: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Germany Najeeb Al-Bader speaks during an interview 
with Souq magazine. — KUNA
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 almost decade-long diplomatic stand-off between 

Addis Ababa and downstream nations Egypt and 
Sudan. Ethiopia says the project is essential to its 
development, but Cairo and Khartoum fear it could 
restrict their citizens’ water access. Both governments 
have been pushing Addis Ababa to ink a binding deal 
over the filling and operation of the dam, and have 
been urging the UN Security Council to take the mat-
ter up in recent weeks. 

Tomorrow’s UNSC meeting was requested by 
Tunisia on behalf of Egypt and Sudan, a diplomatic 
source told AFP. But France’s ambassador to the UN 
said last week that the council itself can do little apart 
from bringing all the sides together. “We can open 
the door, invite the three countries at the table, bring 
them to express their concerns, encourage them to 
get back to the negotiations and find a solution,” he 
told reporters. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry said in 
a note to the UN that negotiations are at an impasse, 
and accused Ethiopia of adopting “a policy of intran-
sigence that undermined our collective endeavors to 
reach an agreement”. Relations between Cairo and 
Addis Ababa have been icy over the past decade. 
Tensions have also risen between Ethiopia and Sudan 
as the Tigray conflict has sent refugees fleeing across 
the border into Sudan. 

Shoukry and his Sudanese counterpart Mariam Al-

Mahdi met in New York ahead of the Security 
Council talks and reiterated their “firm rejection” of 
Ethiopia’s move, Cairo said. Addis Ababa had previ-
ously announced it would proceed to the second 
stage of filling in July, with or without a deal. Ethiopia 
argues that adding water to the reservoir, especially 
during the heavy rainfalls of July and August, is a nat-
ural part of the construction process. 

“Filling goes in tandem with the construction,” said 
a senior official at the water ministry. “If the rainfall is 
as you see it now in July, it must have begun.” The 
Nile - which at some 6,000 km is one of the longest 
rivers in the world - is an essential source of water 
and electricity for a dozen East African countries. 
Egypt, which depends on the Nile for about 97 per-
cent of its irrigation and drinking water, sees the dam 
as an existential threat. 

Sudan hopes the project will regulate annual 
flooding but fears its own dams would be harmed 
without agreement on the Ethiopian operation. The 
145-m tall mega-dam, construction of which began in 
2011, has a reservoir with a capacity of 74 billion cu 
m. Filling began last year, with Ethiopia announcing in 
July 2020 it had hit its target of 4.9 billion cu m - 
enough to test the dam’s first two turbines, an impor-
tant milestone on the way towards actually producing 
energy. The goal is to add 13.5 billion cu m of water 
this year. 

Reaching that target would be a political boon for 
Ethiopia’s Abiy as he strains to end the brutal war in 
Tigray, said Costantinos Berhutesfa Costantinos, a 
public policy expert at Addis Ababa University. “This 
is a unifying factor for Ethiopians in the middle of so 
many ethnic conflicts you see here, and therefore it’s 
important for the country and the leadership of the 
country to complete the dam in accordance with the 
schedule,” Costantinos said. —AFP 

Ethiopia begins 
filling mega Nile...
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Doctors, nurses and non-governmental organiza-

tions have sounded the alarm particularly for Kairouan, 
a marginalized region where intensive care beds and 
oxygen supplies are lacking. “We have reached a point 
where we don’t know who to assist first,” Fteiti said. 

In Kairouan, 5,500 liters of oxygen are now needed 
daily to treat those stricken by COVID compared to 
400-500 liters two weeks ago before the number of 
cases spiked, regional health officials said. And there 
are only 45 beds in intensive care units in Kairouan 

hospitals, both private and public, and just 250 oxygen 
cylinders are available, they added. 

Since June 20, authorities have imposed a total 
lockdown on six regions across Tunisia, including 
Kairouan, as the number of COVID cases spiraled in 
the North African country. The capital Tunis has been 
placed under partial lockdown since last week, with 
weekend lockdowns from July 10 to prevent crowds at 
beaches. 

But the health situation in Kairouan, home to 
593,000 people, is among the worst and for health 
workers it has become a nightmare. At the Ibn Jazzar 
hospital there are only three nurses for 35 COVID 
patients. “Our day begins very early in the morning 
and we never know when it will be over,” said nurse 
Fteiti. The day starts with caring for incoming patients 
who have slept on the floors of hospital corridors 
because no beds were available when they arrived, 
she said. — AFP 

Tunisia hit  
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inventor, Cyrill Hamon, launched their adventure eight 

years ago in a family garage, securing millions of euros 
from venture funds including the state-owned develop-
ment bank, Bpifrance. 

After a first restaurant in a Paris suburb in 2019, the 
company has its sights on an international chain where 
employees would focus solely on customer service or 

table cleanup. “We’re finalizing contracts for new spots” 
in Paris, “and in March or April we’ll open in 
Switzerland,” said Philippe Goldman, a former L’Oreal 
executive who came on as managing director for the 
start-up. 

The Pazzi robots are almost completely autonomous 
and in theory won’t be susceptible to breakdowns. “And 
we have engineers who work remotely and can take con-
trol and watch with cameras, so they can correct things if 
necessary to make sure service continues,” Roverso said. 
The tricky part was dealing with fresh dough, since using 
frozen products was out of the question. 

“The dough is alive... every hour that passes, it’s differ-
ent,” said Thierry Graffagnino, a chef and three-time win-
ner of World Pizza Contest in Rome, who was brought in 
to help elaborate Pazzi’s recipes and process. — AFP 

Paris gets a  
taste of pizza...


