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Kuwaiti, Saudi officials’ reciprocal visits 
prove pivotal for strengthening ties

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh 
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah started yester-
day an official visit to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
his first official overseas visit since his assumption to 
post in October 2020. The choice of the Saudi 
Kingdom to be the first country to visit while in 
office, once again mirrors the peculiarity of relations 
between the two neighboring Arabian Gulf allies. 
Through 130 years of relations, leaders of Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia were reciprocating visits to keep in 
touch, coordinate stances of all issues and give impe-
tus to efforts to ameliorate relations and mutual 
cooperation in all domains. 

In 1910, late Saudi king and founder of the Saudi 
Kingdom Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al-Saud visited 

Kuwait and held his milestone talks with the then Amir 
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah. Since then, visits of leaders 
and officials of the two sisterly countries did not stop. 
Last January, His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah visited the Saudi Kingdom 
to partake in the 41st Gulf Cooperation Council sum-
mit. Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz made an official 
visit to Kuwait in December 2016. Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammad bin Salman Al-Saud also paid two visits to 
Kuwait in May 2015 and September 2018. 

Since the creation of the GCC in 1981, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia have been working hand in hand to 
strengthen unity among Arabian Gulf nations and 
achieve political, economic, security and develop-
ment goals of the pan-Gulf organization. For more 

than three years from 2017 to 2020, Kuwait exerted 
strenuous diplomatic efforts, which proved successful 
to heal the Gulf rift. Kuwait’s mediation had been 
admired and appreciated by the whole world. Saudi 
Arabia’s reception of Kuwaiti leaders and many of its 
people following the Iraqi occupation of the country 
in August 1990. Saudi’s political and military role in 
the war to liberate the country will always be remem-
bered by all Kuwaitis. The Saudi stance in this deli-
cate time reflected the strong bonds linking the two 
countries and their peoples. 

Kuwait also has never spared any effort or chance 
to defend and stand by the Saudi Kingdom in all the 
circumstances. The latest in this aspect is Kuwait’s 
active participation in the Saudi-led coalition to sup-

port the legitimate Yemeni government against the 
Iran-backed Houthi militia, and its firm condemnations 
of the Houthi attacks on the Saudi territories. Kuwait 
has also reiterated backing to the Saudi measures to 
stop these assaults in line with the international law. 

Bilateral cooperation have been steadily improv-
ing thanks to a slew of agreements and memoranda 
of understanding for cooperation in a wide array of 
realms including, energy, media, culture, economy, 
transport, education and religious affairs. Several 
agreements were also inked to facilitate the move-
ment of people and cargo between the two countries. 
The Kingdom was the top importer of Kuwaiti prod-
ucts in the fourth quarter of 2020, after growing by 
11.3 percent. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The late Saudi king Abdulaziz bin Abdulrahman Al-Saud is seen during a visit to Kuwait in 1910 in 
which he held talks with the late Amir Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah.

This archive photo shows His Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah leaving Saudi 
Arabia after he presided over the Kuwaiti delegation at the 41st Gulf Summit in January 2021.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense 
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah on 
Monday discussed common topics separately with 
ambassadors of the UAE, Canada and India; Matar 
Al-Neyadi, Louis-Pierre Emond and Sibi George 

respectively. This came during the separate meet-
ings held between the minister and the envoys to 
discuss the most important topics and matters of 
common concern, and means of boosting coopera-
tion and action between Kuwait, and the sisterly and 

friendly states, the General Staff of the Kuwaiti 
Armed Forces said in a statement. The gatherings 
also focused on the latest developments on both 
regional and international arenas, it added. The 
Indian ambassador expressed appreciation to 

Kuwait for its big efforts and medical aid provided 
to help combat the spread of the coronavirus in 
India, according to the statement. This mirrors the 
depth of friendly relations and cooperation between 
the two friendly countries, it added. —  KUNA

Defense Minister discusses common topics with envoys

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad 
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of the UAE to Kuwait Matar Al-
Neyadi. — KUNA photos

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of Canada to Kuwait Louis-Pierre Emond.

Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali 
Al-Sabah meets Ambassador of India to Kuwait Sibi George.
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Ann-Louise Hittle, vice president Macro Oils, at 

Wood Mackenzie, said of yesterday’s decision: “The 
outcome is one we expected”. “Sticking to increas-
es planned... is what the market needs,” said Hittle, 
adding: “Demand growth is outpacing supply gains 
even with the agreed month-by-month OPEC+ 
production increases taken into account.” 

This has been reflected in recent movements in 
crude prices. World oil prices continued their recent 
upward trend on news of the OPEC+ decision, with 
the European Brent and US WTI benchmark contracts 
rising by around two percent at 1600 GMT yesterday, 
with WTI reaching levels unseen since Oct 2018. 

Aside from demand, the other factor OPEC and 
its allies must take into account are the actions of 

other oil-rich states such as the world’s leading pro-
ducer, the United States. Changes are also under-
foot among the alliance’s members themselves. After 
facilities in war-torn Libya began producing again 
from the end of 2020, eventually adding one million 
bpd to the market, all eyes will be on Iran. 

If negotiations in Vienna on the full revival of the 
2015 nuclear deal are successful, it could lead to 
many economic sanctions on the Islamic republic 
being lifted, including the US embargo on Iranian oil 
exports. If Iran were able to get back to its level of 
exports three years ago - when then US president 
Donald Trump withdrew from the nuclear deal and 
reimposed sanctions - it could mean an extra 1.5 
million bpd coming to the market. 

“We anticipate that Iran’s production levels will 
be a contentious topic at future meetings,” said 
Samuel Burman from Capital Economics. Iranian Oil 
Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh on Monday told 
his ministry’s Shana news agency that the country’s 
“priority” would be to nearly triple its current out-
put level. — AFP  

OPEC+ agrees to  
continue crude...
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Lebanon’s ruling class has failed to act on the 

country’s worst emergency in a generation, which 
was compounded by the coronavirus pandemic and 
a devastating explosion at Beirut port last August. 
“The increasingly dire socioeconomic conditions 
risk systemic national failings with regional and 
potentially global effects,” the World Bank said. 

The International Monetary Fund has offered 
assistance but the country’s political barons have 
failed to even form a government that could deliver 
the reforms on which foreign aid is conditioned. 
“Subject to extraordinarily high uncertainty, real 
GDP is projected to contract by a further 9.5 per-
cent in 2021,” said the World Bank, dashing any 
hopes of a quick recovery. 

According to the monetary institution, the econ-
omy contracted by 6.7 percent in 2019 and 20.3 

percent in 2020. The solutions the Lebanese 
authorities have so far opted for to ease the finan-
cial crisis have placed much of the burden on small 
depositors. The report warned of “potential triggers 
to social unrest” in a country with a history of con-
flict and instability. “The increasingly dire socioeco-
nomic conditions risk systemic national failings with 
regional and potentially global effects,” it said. 

The bankrupt state is unable to settle many of its 
bills and Lebanon’s own energy minister, Raymond 
Ghajar, has warned that electricity supply was 
becoming critical and that the country could be 
plunged into total darkness by June’s end. “The 
sharp deterioration in basic services would have 
long-term implications: mass migration, loss of 
learning, poor health outcomes, lack of adequate 
safety nets, among others,” the report said. 

“Permanent damage to human capital would be 
very hard to recover,” said the World Bank Lebanon 
Economic Monitor, whose previous report was enti-
tled “The Deliberate Depression”. “Perhaps this 
dimension of the Lebanese crisis makes the 
Lebanon episode unique compared to other global 
crises,” it said. — AFP 

Lebanon crisis  
world’s worst...

RIYADH: HH the Crown Prince of Kuwait Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman during a visit to Saudi Arabia yesterday. —  KUNA


