
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah held official
talks with the visiting Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammad Shtayyeh at Bayan Palace yesterday.
The discussions were held in a cordial atmosphere
depicting depth of the historic bilateral relations
and the solid brotherly bonds between the Kuwaiti
and Palestinian peoples. The two sides exchanged
views on regional issues, noting the mutual desire
for boosting continuous consultations and coordi-
nation in support of diplomatic efforts for achiev-
ing peace and stability in the region.

In a statement after the session, His Highness
the Prime Minister affirmed the State of Kuwait’s
principled and unwavering commitment toward the
Palestinian cause, backing for the legitimate rights
of the brotherly Palestinian people for establishing
the independent state with East Jerusalem as its
capital, according to the international legitimacy
resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative. He
stressed on necessity of intensifying Arab and
international efforts to resume the Middle East
peace process, ensure non-recurrence of breaches
by the occupation Zionist authorities, halting vio-
lence against the brotherly Palestinian people

toward realizing the aspired peace and stability.
After the talks, His Highness the prime minister
hosted the guests at a luncheon.

Senior Kuwaiti officials attended the meeting
including Deputy Prime Minister and Defense
Minister Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Justice
and Minister of State for Integrity (Nazaha)
Enhancement  Abdul lah Al-Roumi , Foreign
Minister and Minister of  State for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad
Al-Sabah, Chairperson of the Prime Minister
Diwan and Head of the accompanying Honorary
Mission Abdulaziz Al-Dekheel and Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Arab World Affairs
Ambassador Fahad Al-Awadhi . I t  was a lso
attended by the delegation accompanying the
Palestinian prime minister.

Palestinian resistance
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-

Ghanem had met Shtayyeh in his office earlier yes-
terday. The two officials discussed during the
meeting the latest developments in the Palestinian
territories after the recent attacks by the Zionist

forces, Al-Dustour news network said in a press
statement. Ghanem praised the resistance of the
Palestinian people in face of the brutal Zionist
occupiers, affirming the Kuwaiti’s parliament
strong position in support of the Palestine cause.
Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub
and the assembly’s secretary general Adel Al-
Loughani attended the meeting. 

Separately, Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Al-Sabah held talks with his Palestinian counter-
part Riad Al-Maliki, focusing on efforts to push
bilateral relations to new highs. Kuwait’s support
for the Palestinians in the face of an “onslaught of
Zionist attacks” will remain unflinching, Sheikh Dr
Ahmad told the Palestinian top diplomat amid the
talks. These “acts of destruction” on the part of
the Zionists violate international humanitarian
laws and conventions, the Kuwaiti  minister
emphasized, saying that a two-state solution that
guarantees an independent Palestinian state with
East Jerusalem as its capital is the only way for-
ward. The Palestinian minister said he was appre-
ciative of Kuwait’s support, which has been large-
ly instrumental in keeping regional peace and
security intact. — KUNA
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Kuwait’s Prime Minister holds official
talks with Palestinian counterpart

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah meets Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammad
Shtayyeh. — KUNA photos

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets Palestinian
Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh.

Foreign Minister Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
meets his Palestinian counterpart Riad Al-Maliki.

Kuwait, Palestine foreign ministers discuss plans to improve ties

Cabinet examines
invitation to int’l
vaccines’ summit
KUWAIT: The Cabinet held its weekly session at
Seif Palace on Monday under chairmanship of His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Following the ses-
sion, Foreign Minister and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Sabah stated that the ministers
kicked off the session, examining a common mes-
sage from Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga, Jose Barroso, Chairperson of the Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI)
and Dr Seth Berkley, GAVI’S Chief Executive
Officer (CEO). The joint message invites His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to the virtual  GAVI Global
Vaccine Summit due on June 2, 2021 — themed
“One World Protected.” It will be co-hosted by
Japan and GAVI. The forthcoming summit, among
various objectives, is designed to address the
issue of inequality in distribution of vaccines
against the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) to
nations of the globe.

The ministers were informed that His Highness
the Amir designated the foreign minister to par-

ticipate in the summit on his behalf. They were
also informed about the visit to Saudi Arabia by
His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, which started yester-
day. They took note that His Highness the Crown
Prince delegation would include Oil Minister,
Minister of Higher Education, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Interior Minister, Advisor at the Crown
Prince Diwan Dhari Abdullah Al-Othman and sen-
ior officials.

Then, Minister of Health Sheikh Dr Basel
Humoud Al-Sabah addressed the executives
about the latest status of the pandemic around
the world as well as at the local level, shedding
light on casualties and his department’s vaccina-
tion efforts. The Cabinet renewed appreciation
for the teams partaking in the fight against the
virus, namely personnel of the health sector and
the ministry of interior. The ministers examined
minutes of the latest meeting of the supreme
cyber security committee, approved a recommen-
dation to establish “the national cyber security
center,” and tasked the foreign minister to coor-
dinate with the relevant departments to prepare
the required draft decree in this respect.

The ministers turned to an interpel lation
motion from the MPs Thamer Al-Dhafiri, Khaled
Al-Otaibi  and Abdulkarim Al-Kandari . The
motion is addressed to the interior minister. It will
be included in the agenda of the next parliamen-
tary session. The ministers have re-affirmed that
the inquiry is a constitutional right for all mem-

bers of the parliament and renewed confidence in
the interior minister. Moreover, the government
expressed anew condemnation of the attacks tar-
geting Saudi Arabia by the Houthi militia-latest of
which was the attack on the city of Khamis
Mshait and deployment of booby-trapped boats
in the Red Sea threatening navigation and global
trade as well as energy supplies. Continuation of
such terrorist attacks constitute a threat to secu-
rity and stability of the kingdom and blatant chal-
lenge to international laws and conventions, the
ministers stressed, reaffirming that the State of
Kuwait would continue to stand alongside the
kingdom and support any measure to safeguard
its security and stability

Moreover, the Cabinet condemned the fatal
attack on a bus boarding teachers in the Afghan
capital Kabul on Saturday. Such criminal attacks
contradict various humanitarian tenets, humane
values and heavenly laws, the Cabinet statement
stressed. The ministers re-affirmed the State of
Kuwait unwavering stance against terrorism and
all forms of violence regardless of motives and
causes. Furthermore, the Kuwaiti Cabinet con-
demned shooting spree incidents that happened
in several cities and towns in the United States of
America where a number of people were killed
and many were wounded. The Cabinet expressed
deep condolences to the friendly US, namely
president and people as well as families of the
victims, affirming rejection of such criminal acts
that target the innocent. —KUNA

World No Tobacco Day
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

In my view

Iam sure my good friends out there are now
aware that I am highly passionate when it
comes to the issue of smoking. I have to say

that I lost my father at a relatively young age of 67
due to complications from smoking. He was a
heavy smoker for almost 25 years.

World No Tobacco Day was celebrated two
days ago and many organizations campaigning
against this heinous habit held virtual seminars and
panel discussions on how to combat this highly
addictive practice. Even the tobacco industry with
its major manufacturers are starting to admit that
regular tobacco smoking is harmful, as they are
trying to go ahead of the anti-smoking campaigns
by introducing new devices after the vaping trend
became very popular.

This is very scary, because I have started to see
younger and younger individuals of both genders
picking up “vapes”, and many of those I met told
me they were not smokers before! OMG! Is it not
science that tells us that nicotine is the addictive
substance that hooks one to a cigarette? Experts
who already did some research said that it is possi-
ble some of those vaping may pick up a cigarette!

Now other companies are coming up with
devices using different technologies that do away
with combustion and are employing heat to bring
nicotine out of real tobacco and not an aerosol. Ha!
It is Mr Nicotine again! Addiction is in the air! 

My personal belief is that no matter how you
look at it or go around it, there’s nothing good in it.
The harm is there whether we reduce the amount of
chemicals that accompany the puff or even reduce
them to just nicotine - still the harm is there.

Please, if you are blessed for being a nonsmoker,
keep it up. Stay away from smokers when a ciga-
rette is lit in their hands. Ask anyone who vapes near
you to stop or move away from them, and do not
become a passive smoker. Lung cancer, cancer of
the nose and its cavities, mouth cancer, esophagus
cancer, stomach cancer, throat cancer and pharynx
cancer are a few of the diseases you risk getting
when you “enjoy” a cancer stick.

May Almighty Allah relieve you from this lesion
and keep you healthy!

KUWAIT: Italian Ambassador to
Kuwait Carlo Baldocci released the
following statement on the occasion
of the National Day of the Italian
Republic: 

“On the occasion of the National
Day of the Italian Republic, I would
like to extend sincere
expressions of my respect
to the highest Kuwaiti
authorities, HH the Amir
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, as well as to the
friendly Kuwaiti people.  

“I also send my heart-
felt greetings to all my
compatriots who are pres-
ent here in Kuwait or are waiting to
return to it. A special thought goes to
the men and women of the Italian
military contingent present here in
mission: today it is a significant and
extraordinarily important part of the
collaboration between our country
and Kuwait.

“We went through sixteen and
more extremely difficult months, due
to the pandemic in Italy, Kuwait and
around the world. My thoughts go
first to the families who suffered
mourning and were most severely hit

by COVID-19 and its consequences.
I also refer to families here in
Kuwait.

“In this difficult situation, relations
between Italy and Kuwait have con-
tinued in the name of friendship and
close collaboration in all sectors,

inevitably in large part
remotely, but not only
when this was possible. 

“The strategic relation-
ship between the two
Countries has developed in
all the ways in which it is
articulated: those of an
alliance government-to-
government, business-to-
business and last but not
least, people-to-people.

“It  is  on these three
strands that we will continue to
build the future of our varied rela-
t ionship. The foundations are
extremely solid and allow us to
really look with extreme optimism
at the positive evolution of our
bilateral collaboration.

“Hoping to be able to return soon,
even beyond the digital - the so-
called new normal of this phase - to
resume the full course of our activi-
ties, I would like to wish everyone,
once again remotely for this year, a
Happy 2nd of June!”

Foreign Minister
receives phone call
from USAID Chief
KUWAIT: Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah
received on Monday a phone call from the
Director of the US Agency for International
Development Samantha Power. During the call,
the two discussed ways for enhancing joint bilat-
eral cooperation in various development sectors
between the State of Kuwait and United States
of America, and following up on the develop-
ment cooperation strategy between the two
countries within the framework of the memoran-
dum of understanding signed between Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development and the
US Agency in November 2020. They also dis-
cussed prospects for enhancing technical coop-
eration and joint work between the two sides in
the areas of financing sustainable economic and
social development to various developing coun-
tries and bilateral coordination to respond to
crises and natural disasters. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait International
Bank (KIB) recently took part in
the virtual career fairs that were
held at the American University of
the Middle East (AUM) and the
Australian College of Kuwait
(ACK); interactive events that were
held via a dedicated digital plat-
form that was accessible via the
university websites or their social
media accounts. 

Speaking about the
bank’s participation in
these events, Feras Al-
Darmi, Deputy General
Manager at the Human
Resources Department,
said “Our participation
in the fairs is reaffirma-
tion of our efforts to
continue attracting and
retaining talented young
Kuwaitis, as we continue
to seek to nationalize
our workforce and drive the
younger generation towards
careers in the Islamic banking sec-
tor. Our goal as an organization is
to get the best talents on our team
and then continue to foster and
develop these talents with ongoing
training and personal and profes-
sional development programs.”

Darmi noted that the idea for
these two events comes very much
in line with KIB’s push towards

becoming more digital in every-
thing that it does. “Taking part in
these fairs allowed our human
resources team to actively and
directly engage with a slew of
potential young talents and
recruits, walking them through the
application, interview, evaluation
and hiring process. In addition to
live interviews on-site, our team

was on hand to answer all
inquiries and questions
about the work culture at
KIB and the various
career opportunities the
bank has to offer. Our
human capital strategies
at the moment are keenly
focused on finding the
right talents with the
advanced skil lsets and
technological savvy need-
ed to be able to deliver on
a next-level customer

experience,” added Darmi. 
Darmi concluded his statement

by noting that KIB currently has a
clear strategy in place to national-
ize its workforce and invest in the
development of young Kuwaiti tal-
ents. He noted that the bank is
always looking to up its national
workforce quota, which rose to
73.14 percent in 2020 - in line with
the regulations and directives of
the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK). 
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