
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti research center
warned that different strains of the
COVID-19 virus could combine their
genomes in one patients thus creating
multiple mutations that can result in
more dangerous viral strains that can
spread faster and worsen COVID-19
symptoms. Following their recent
research’s findings, the
Dasman Diabetes
Institute has urged policy
makers around the world
to speed up the vaccina-
tion process in order to
limit that risk.

“COVID-19 does not
need to be introduced
anymore,” the institute
said in a statement to the
press. “It has been part of
our lives for more than a
year. Everybody knows
by now that SARS-CoV-2 coron-
avirus causes COVID-19. All families
are familiar with the elevated number
of infections worldwide and every
single person heard of someone they
knew that gave their life to this rav-
aging disease. What we are still strug-
gling to understand is the spectrum of
disease severity among infected
patients ranging from asymptomatic
infection to intensive care unit admis-
sion and death.”

Speculations focused on the differ-
ences in ethnicities, blood type, gen-

der, medical history, etc. “However,
the team at Dasman Diabetes
Institute, founded by Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences, led by their Chief Scientific
Officer Prof Fahd Al-Mulla had a dif-
ferent theory,” the Institute said.
“They believed that the secret was in

fact in the virus and this
is why they started to
look at the beginning of
the pandemic spread
back in early 2020. They
analyzed the viral
sequences from Kuwait
and other sequences
uploaded by many
research groups from dif-
ferent parts of the world.
Researchers at the
Institute identified novel
processes that allow dif-

ferent corona clades to recombine
together and generate superinfection
viruses.”

Genomics and Bioinformatics
Department members were able to
prove that different strains or variants
of SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus are co-
infecting and combining their
genomes in one patient, the Institute
explained. “This means that instead of
one mutation in the virus, you have
multiple mutations combined,” it said.
This “recombination” process can
result in more dangerous viral strains

that can spread faster and worsen
COVID-19 symptoms, it warned.

“Recombination events are detect-
ed only in the samples from patients
in Europe and North America, but not
in the rest of the continents,” the
Institute pointed out. “This work was
done on the sequences that were
available in April 2020 but making

these observations, the team knew
that it was only a matter of time
before more strains start emerging
from different countries. And unfortu-
nately, they were right, new recom-
bined strains emerged later in South
Africa, Brazil and now wrecking
through India. This study has been
accepted in PLOS ONE journal.”
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News in brief

Prof Fahd Al-Mulla

Drugs found in fish shipment

KUWAIT: The
Interior Ministry said
an Arab national was
arrested after bring-
ing 16 kg of shabu
into the country via
air cargo. Tips were
received about the
suspect smuggling drugs in a fish shipment, so a
warrant was obtained and he was arrested at
Sharq fish market with the drugs. Separately,
Kuwait Fire Force said firemen put out a blaze in
three makeshift cabins at Sabah Al-Salem
University City in Shadadiya and prevented it
from spreading. No injuries were reported. 

Kuwait Mosafer ‘simplified’

KUWAIT: The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation said that they have begun “simplifying”
some of the required information to register in the
Kuwait Mosafer platform after receiving some
complaints from travelers. It reiterated that travel-
ers must register 24 hours before their flights.

‘Abide by health requirements’

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Interior called on
the public to comply with the decisions made by the
Cabinet, abide by health requirements and avoid
gatherings at the public places. This aims to maintain
the societal health in light of the novel coronavirus
(COVID-19), the ministry’s security media and public
relations department said in a press statement .The
ministry pointed to the latest statistics issued by the
Ministry of Health that show a noticeable rise in
coronavirus infections, it added, noting that “the rise
poses a danger to the safety of all”.

‘Recombination’ creates more dangerous
COVID-19 strains: Kuwaiti institute

‘Superinfection viruses’ can spread faster, worsen symptoms

KUWAIT: The Dasman Diabetes Institute.

Nursery staff 
vaccination 
underway
KUWAIT: The health ministry began vaccinat-
ing nursery employees against COVID-19 yes-
terday, in cooperation with the social affairs min-
istry. Around 2,500 were expected to be vacci-
nated by the end of the day. 
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