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An original drawing by Jewish German-speaking nov-
elist and story writer Franz Kafka is displayed.

Original manuscripts written in German by Jewish German-speaking
novelist and story writer Franz Kafka are displayed in Jerusalem.

An original drawing by Jewish German-speaking nov-
elist and story writer Franz Kafka is displayed.

From city centers to rural fields,
human activity has decimated pop-
ulations of France’s most common

bird species, scientists warned on
Monday, citing data collected over 30
years by volunteer ornithologists.
Between 1989 and 2019 over 2,000
French bird lovers participated in moni-
toring the nation’s 123 most common
bird species through the Tracking
Common Birds Over Time (STOC) pro-
gram. The effort is sponsored by the
French National Museum of Natural
History, whose president Bruno David
called the findings “unrelenting”.

Over a third of common French bird
species are in decline, including the
European goldfinch, the European turtle
dove, the common house martin and 40
others, the museum reported. The
sharpest drops in populations were on
farmlands, where numbers dropped 30
percent in 30 years, followed by urban
areas, which saw declines of about 28
percent. Forest birds have fared some-
what better, with their numbers falling by
10 percent over the last three decades.

Conservation biologist Benoit
Fontaine, a researcher at the National
Museum, in a press conference Monday
described the loss of birds in agricultural
territories as a “massacre”.  In 2018
Fontaine published a study detailing the
decline. “Our countryside is in the
process of becoming a veritable desert,”
he said at the time.—AFP

Kafka letters,
drawings 
made publicly
available online

An unpublished collection of letters,
manuscripts and drawings by
Franz Kafka are now available

online, which recovered the documents
after years of legal wrangling. Some 120
drawings and more than 200 letters to
his friend Max Brod are among the
archives now available for public viewing,
the project’s curator Stefan Litte told
AFP. The documents exist thanks to
Brod’s decision to break a pact with his
friend Kafka, the acclaimed Czech
Jewish author of “The Trial” and “The

Metamorphosis”, who as he suffered
from tuberculosis asked his writings be
destroyed.

But after the author died in 1924, Brod
decided to keep the papers and in 1939
fled Nazi-occupied Czechoslovakia for
Tel Aviv with them in tow. The Prague-
born Brod, also Jewish, published many
of the works, playing a pivotal role in
establishing Kafka as one of the 20th

century’s key literary figures. Following
Brod’s death in 1968, a multi-country
legal soap opera-some might even call it
“Kafkaesque”-entangled rights holders
and academics for years. After years of
court proceedings and searches, the fifth
and final cache was located in a vault at
the Zurich headquarters of UBS,
Switzerland’s largest bank, and released
after a Swiss court ruling.

Most of the recovered material had
already been published by Brod-but two
surprises were in store for archivists in
Jerusalem. “We discovered unpublished
drawings, neither signed nor dated, but
that Brod had kept,” said Litt, who
showed drawings of characters on small
pieces of paper, including drawings of
Kafka’s mother and a self-portrait.”The
big surprise we received when we
opened these documents was his blue
notebook, in which Kafka wrote in
Hebrew, signing ‘K’, his usual signature,”
Litt said. In one of the entries in his note-
book, dated to 1920, he asks a teacher
in Hebrew not to get angry for mistakes
in his homework-”because I am already
angry for both of us.” But for Litt, there’s
only one regret: the “treasure” from
Switzerland included German leaflets
written by Kafka, but none of them
unpublished. — AFP

Common French
bird species
face ‘unrelenting’
decline

Asmashed goldfish bowl, pan-
icked birds in a cage, scores of
animals needing treatment. The
loss or injury of treasured pets

has added to the grief and trauma of
Gaza residents after last month’s deadly
conflict. Neriman, a nine-year-old
Palestinian girl, clutched a glass jar
holding her goldfish Hoor, delighted it
had survived after her other one,
Hooriya, died in a Zionist air strike in
Gaza City. In the latest war, Zionist
strikes on Gaza killed 254 Palestinians,
including 66 children, as well as some
fighters, authorities there say.

Fire by Palestinian militants claimed
12 lives in Zionist entity, including one
child, a teenager and a Zionist soldier.
Pets also suffered, as well as the chil-
dren who owned them. “I was so sad
that Hooriya died and I cried when I
buried her in the field,” said Neriman, of
her first fish, whose name meant
“Mermaid” in Arabic. “But I was so happy
that Hoor had survived,” she added of
her second fish. At an animal clinic in
Gaza City, Amani Abu Shaaban held a
fluffy cat to her chest as they waited to
see a vet. “My cat has been very scared
since the war. She refuses to eat, and
her hair is falling out,” she said. “Even
the sound of a mobile phone ringing
freaks her out.”

Nearby, vet Mutasem Qaddoura
examined two cats, one after the other.
One needed an operation for a broken
leg, the other was dehydrated and mal-
nourished. Dozens of pets owners have
flocked to his clinic since Gaza’s May 21
ceasefire though supplies to treat them
are scarce. “The state of veterinary
medicine is disastrous in Gaza,”
Qaddoura said. “We use X-ray
machines intended for humans and plat-
inum screws meant to fix children’s
bones to treat the animals.”

Pets left behind 
Neriman and her family had been

forced to flee their home on May 13,
after a Zionist officer warned neighbors
of an imminent strike on a nearby bank.

In the panic she left behind her fish, as
well as two parakeets, Alloosh and
Malloosh, given to her by her father for
her sixth birthday. But soon after, she
started worrying. “I just had to go home
with my father to get them,” she said. 

When they returned, she found a spe-
cial outfit she had laid out on her bed for
the Eid holidays covered in rubble, the
bed collapsed and the windows blown
in. “I heard Alloosh and Malloosh chirp-

ing under the rubble, and I found the fish
bowl broken,” she said. Hooriya had
died, but they saved Hoor, a scene
shown in a video which has since gone
viral on social media.

Desperate dogs 
South of Gaza city, 30-year-old Adel

Al-Wadia said he had tried to feed some
of the dogs at the coastal strip’s main
dog shelter during the bombing. “They

were howling with fear and hunger and it
made me sad, so I risked trying to get as
close as possible to give them food,” he
said. The shelter’s founder, Saeed El-
Aer, said he returned after the ceasefire
to find many of his canine wards scared
and famished.

Dozens had panicked and escaped
during the 11-day war, and several were
wounded, he said. “At least three dogs
need an operation, including one who

needs a paw amputated,” he said. Other
animals were even less lucky. Aer point-
ed to an area beyond the shelter ’s
fence. “Over there, we buried the don-
key and the horse after we found they
had died from shrapnel wounds,” he
said. — AFP 

Dr. Stefan Litt shows on a computer the online site for the works by Jewish German-speak-
ing novelist and story writer Franz Kafka.—AFP photos

A worker tends to a dog at the Sulala dog shelter in Gaza City which has received several
wounded animals.

Palestinian dog owner Mahmud Abu Edda holds his canine compan-
ion as he arrives at a veterinary clinic in Gaza City.

Palestinian veterinarian Mutasem Qaddoura examines a cat at a
clinic in Gaza City.

This picture shows a general view of the Sulala dog shelter in Gaza City, which has received
several wounded animals due to the 11-day conflict between Zionist entity and the Islamist
Hamas movement currently in control of the Palestinian Gaza Strip enclave. — AFP photos


