
MOSCOW: Jailed Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny’s anti-corruption group vowed yester-
day to fight on, despite a court ruling branding it
an “extremist” organisation and requiring it to
shut down. Western countries and the European
Union were quick to condemn Wednesday’s late-
night ruling, but senior Russian officials doubled
down, describing Navalny as an agent collabo-
rating with Washington.

The court decision was the latest in a series
of moves against critics of President Vladimir
Putin, with some of his loudest opponents fleeing
the country and several prominent activist
groups and independent media shutting down.
The ruling bans Navalny’s Anti-Corruption
Foundation (FBK) and a network of regional of-
fices from continuing to operate and, under a re-
cently passed law, prevents those previously
associated with the groups from running in par-
liamentary elections.

The FBK was defiant, saying in a Thursday
morning Twitter post: “We woke up, smiled with
destructive intent and knowing that we are a
‘danger to society’ will continue to fight corrup-
tion!” What exactly the group will be able to do
is unclear in the wake of the ruling, which fol-
lowed a hearing behind closed doors.

Navalny’s closest allies still in Russia are under
close law enforcement supervision, some under
house arrest, and other prominent aides have fled
the country. Navalny himself was jailed for more
than two-and-a-half years in February after he
returned to Russia from Germany where he had
been convalescing after a poisoning attack in

Siberia that be blamed on the Kremlin. After
Wednesday’s ruling Navalny, who is in a penal
colony outside Moscow, acknowledged support-
ers would need to alter their strategy.

‘We will not retreat’ 
“But we will not retreat from our goals and

ideas. This is our country and we have no
other,” the 45-year-old said in an Instagram
post. The European Union yesterday con-
demned the court decision, describing it as the
latest effort to “suppress” Russia’s opposition.
“It is an unfounded decision that confirms a
negative pattern of a systematic crackdown on
human rights and freedoms which are enshrined
in the Russian constitution,” EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell said in a statement on behalf
of the 27 member states.

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab had ear-
lier described the ruling as “perverse” and
“Kafka-esque,” while the United States called on
Moscow to end the crackdown and release
Navalny. US President Joe Biden has promised
to raise the issue of human rights with Putin when
the two meet next week for a summit in Geneva.

The spokeswoman for Russia’s foreign min-
istry defended the ruling, saying the swiftness of
the international outcry suggested Navalny was
actually working with foreign governments.
“This means that they are politically involved in
the story,” Maria Zakharova said in a radio inter-
view, adding that Washington, with its response,
was exposing “agents”.

“They show such political zeal because it

touches those whom they supervised, those
whom they supported politically and in other
ways,” Zakharova said. Russian officials have
repeatedly accused the country’s opposition
of working for and receiving funding from for-
eign interests.

Prosecutors had in April requested that
Navalny’s organisations be hit with the “extrem-

ist” label, saying the group was plotting an up-
rising with support from the West. Announcing
the decision from the Moscow city court steps
after a marathon session on Wednesday, a
spokesperson for prosecutors said Navalny’s
groups had “incited hatred and enmity against
government officials, but also committed ex-
tremist actions”. — AFP
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German city 
dissolves elite 
police unit over 
far-right chats
FRANKFURT: The German state of Hesse yester-
day said it was dissolving Frankfurt’s elite police
force after several officers were accused of partici-
pating in far-right online chats and swapping neo-
Nazi symbols. The “unacceptable conduct” of some
members of the SEK special deployment commando
made the dissolution of the team “inevitable”, said
Hesse state interior minister Peter Beuth.

An expert committee will oversee a complete re-
structuring of the unit, he added. It comes a day
after prosecutors in the western city of Frankfurt
said they were investigating 20 police officers, in-
cluding elite commandos, over extremist material
shared in chat groups.

Seventeen of the accused are suspected of dis-
tributing content which incites racial hatred, or of
sharing neo-Nazi images. Three officers stand ac-

cused of obstruction of justice because, as superiors,
they allegedly failed to stop or sanction the chats. 

The probe was launched in April, authorities said.
Most of the offending content was exchanged in
2016-17, with the most recent from 2019. The ac-
cused are all male and range in age from 29 to 54.
Nineteen are active police officers and one retired.

The probe began with allegations against a 38-
year-old SEK officer in Frankfurt accused of sharing
illicit content including child pornography. A search
of his mobile phone uncovered some of the racist
chats in question.

The case is only the latest example of alleged ex-
tremism in the ranks of the German police. Last Sep-
tember, officers in the most populous state of North
Rhine-Westphalia swooped on colleagues accused
of spreading what prosecutors called “repulsive”
far-right propaganda in WhatsApp groups.

Last July, prosecutors announced the arrest of a
former police officer and his wife suspected of hav-
ing sent threatening emails to politicians and other
public figures across Germany. The anonymous mes-
sages were all signed “NSU 2.0”, a reference to a
German neo-Nazi cell that committed a string of
racist murders in the 2000s.

Also last year, Germany’s defence minister or-
dered the partial dissolution of the elite KSK com-
mando force over right-wing extremism. — AFP

MOSCOW: Lawyers (from L) Maxim Olenichev, Evgeny Smirnov, Ilya Novikov, Ivan Pavlov and Vladimir Voronin speak with
media near the Moscow City Court yesterday, which is considering whether to brand jailed Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny’s
prominent anti-corruption organisation extremist. — AFP
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Navalny’s closest allies still in Russia are under house arrest

BEIJING: China has arrested more
than a thousand people for using the
profits from crime to buy cryptocurren-
cies, security officials said, as part of a
growing crackdown on the industry.

The country’s bitcoin mines power
nearly 80 percent of the global trade in
cryptocurrencies, although trading in
China is banned. Officials have started
to turn a sharp eye towards cryptocur-
rency miners to prevent speculation
and stamp out money laundering. 

Chinese police busted a network of
1,100 people involved in laundering
money by buying cryptocurrencies, the
ministry of public security said in a
statement dated Wednesday. 

The launderers charged clients com-
mission to convert illegal proceeds into
virtual currencies via crypto exchanges,
the ministry said, without outlining the

amount of money involved.
China banned trading in cryptocur-

rencies in 2019 and is increasingly
tightening restrictions on bitcoin min-
ing. In April, the northern region of
Inner Mongolia closed down all its
cryptocurrency mines, claiming they
failed to meet annual energy consump-
tion targets. 

The region accounted for eight per-
cent of the computing power needed to
run the global blockchain — a set of
online ledgers to record bitcoin trans-
actions. That is higher than the amount
of computing power dedicated to
blockchain in the entire United States.
The northwestern province of Qinghai
announced a similar ban on cryptocur-
rency mining on Wednesday, but no
data is available about the size of the
operations in the region. — AFP
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