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PARIS: French car maker Peugeot is facing prosecution in France
over the “dieselgate” emissions cheating scandal, its parent com-
pany Stellantis said Wednesday, after similar charges were an-
nounced against Renault and Volkswagen. 

“Two other subsidiaries of Stellantis, Automobiles Citroen S.A.
and FCA Italy S.p.A, have been summoned to appear before the
Judicial Court of Paris, on June 10 and in July, respectively, as part
of the same investigation,” Stellantis said in a statement.

The US-European auto giant said Peugeot was under investi-
gation “on allegations of consumer fraud in connection with the
sale of Euro 5 diesel vehicles in France between 2009 and 2015”.

Stellantis said Peugeot will have to guarantee 30 million euros
($37 million) “for the potential compensation for losses”, as well
as pay bail of 10 million euros ($12.2 million), comprising 8 million
euros ($9.7 million) for potential damages and 2 million euros
($2.2 million) for court representation.

“The companies firmly believe that their emission control sys-
tems met all applicable requirements at the relevant times and
continue to do so and look forward to the opportunity to demon-
strate that,” Stellantis added.

The announcement came a day after German automaker Volk-
swagen said it was facing charges over the scandal, and two days
after Renault said the same.

“Dieselgate” erupted in 2015 when VW admitted that it had
equipped around 11 million vehicles with devices capable of pro-

ducing fake carbon dioxide emission readings during tests, even
though actual emissions could be up to 40 times higher.

A legal source said the charges against Peugeot concerned al-
legations of “fraud endangering the health of a human or animal”. 

France’s DGCCRF anti-fraud agency had in February 2017 filed
a report with the French justice system alleging that there was a
“global strategy aimed at fabricating fraudulent motors and then
commercialising them”.  Investigators allege that some 1.9 million
Euro 5 diesel cars, “whose motors functioned using the fraudulent
strategy”, were sold by Peugeot-Citroen in France between Sep-
tember 2009 and September 2015.  

The DGCCRF estimate the maximum fine over the allegations
could cost the company 5 billion euros ($6.1 billion).

The revelations that Volkswagen had installed devices in 11 mil-
lion diesel vehicles worldwide to dupe pollution tests plunged the
company into a deep crisis.

It has so far cost the German car giant more than 30 billion
euros in fines, legal costs and compensation.

Stellantis was created in January 2021 after the merger of
France’s PSA and US-Italian rival Fiat Chrysler became official.

The long-awaited 50/50 tie-up, which was delayed by the
Covid-19 pandemic, formed the world’s fourth-biggest automaker
by volume and brought together producers such as Peugeot, Cit-
roen, Fiat, Chrysler, Jeep, Alfa Romeo and Maserati, each of which
continued under their own brand names. — AFP
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PARIS: File photo shows the logo of Peugeot. French car-maker Peu-
geot is facing prosecution in France over the “dieselgate” emissions
cheating scandal, its parent company Stellantis said yesterday. —AFP

AUB congratulates 
winners of Al-Hassad
weekly draw
KUWAIT: In accordance with full preventive guidelines and
measures set by health authorities, Ahli United Bank (AUB)
held the weekly draw of 09 June 2021 of Al-Hassad Islamic
account which is the very first draw account in Islamic bank-
ing in Kuwait and has won the “Best Savings Product in
Kuwait 2019” by the prestigious Banker Middle East Maga-
zine for the numerous unique features it provides. Al-Hassad
Islamic account offers over 750 prizes, over 12 month period
and has reshaped the lives of thousands lucky winners.

The bank announced 20 winners of KD 1,000 as follows:
Mohammad Faleh Al-Hajri, Khaleel Ali Abdullah, Rasheed
Amer Al-Azmi, Abdulkareem Abdullah Al-Saeed, Bandar
Nader Al-Shammari, Khetam Oudah Mohammad, Mo-
hammed Ali Gholoum Hussain, Nawaf Fares Al-Dabbous,
Bushra Abadi Abdulmajeed, Khaled Mohammad Al-Khater,
Ali Haydar Al-Safar, Mariam Ahmad Bohamad, Jassim Yousef
Al-Kandari, Ahmad Raslan Namouz, Jamal Hasan Al-Fadha-
lah, Sabah Eid Nassar, Souad Abdulla Al-Jasmi, Ahmad Noor
Abul Hassan, Behzad Bahram Ali And Zilfa Zaid Al-Zaid.

The draws of Al-Hassad include several cash prizes,
such as KD 100,000 each Eid and the grand quarterly
draw of KD 250,000 prize which continues to be a key as-
piration for customers who are wishing to fulfill their
dreams. Al Hassad offers 20 weekly prizes of KD 1,000 for
each winner. In addition to this attractive package of re-
wards, Al-Hassad Islamic account incorporates a Wakala
contract for projected annual profits, making this account
beneficial to all customer segments that are aspiring to
build their short and long-term savings through a unique

savings account with many advantages. 
Furthermore, for the first time in Kuwait, the AUB Al-Has-

sad presents the “Privilege Draw”, which is a quarterly draw
of KD 25,000 exclusively for Al-Hassad customers who
maintained their balances for more than one year and have
not won a prize in the past five years. For all draws, the clients
are eligible for one draw chance for each KD 50 deposited
in their Al-Hassad account.

It is worth mentioning that Al-Hassad Islamic account has
won the “Best Savings Product in Kuwait 2019” by the pres-
tigious Banker Middle East Magazine for the numerous
unique features it provides. Such features include the simplest
and easiest program, highest number of winners, largest prize
value, unique draws during Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha, loy-
alty multipliers, unique online account opening feature, trans-
parent draws held during radio shows with live broadcast on
the Bank’s social media platforms,.

IATA to roll out COVID
‘travel pass’ in Mideast 
DUBAI: The International Air Transport Association announced
yesterday its digital travel pass will “go live” in the Middle East in
the coming weeks, as Europe and the US relax travel restrictions.
Countries around the world are racing to adopt digital certificates
in order to unlock an expected revival in international tourism after
the coronavirus pandemic crippled the aviation industry for more
than a year. 

No one vaccine certification system has yet been universally ac-
cepted or recognised, though IATA’s travel pass has gained popu-
larity among the Gulf’s giant carriers.  “We have received very
positive feedback on the IATA travel pass,” said Willie Walsh, IATA’s
director general, in a briefing on Thursday.  “It will go live in the next
couple of weeks with a number of carriers in the Middle East re-
gion,” he added, without specifying which airlines.  Gulf heavy-
weights Emirates, Etihad Airways and Qatar Airways were among
the first companies to start testing the app in January, followed by
several other global carriers, including Singapore Airlines.   

IATA’s pass is a mobile app that would enable passengers to
create a “digital passport” to provide proof of their testing and
vaccination history that can be shared with airlines and immigra-
tion officials. Last month, EU leaders welcomed the introduction
of a bloc-wide Covid-19 pass that they hope will unlock a summer
surge in tourism.  

The 27 member states want the EU Digital Covid Certificate, to
be launched on July 1, to turn the page on coronavirus restrictions
that have crimped Europeans’ cherished freedom of movement. The
move came as several member states with large tourism industries,
including France, Greece and Spain, eased their coronavirus restric-
tions.  On Tuesday, the United States eased its warnings against
travel to dozens of countries, including Japan.  —AFP


