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KUWAIT:  Kuwait Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-
Sabah reaffirmed support to Yemen’s unity 
and stability, as well as all efforts towards 
a sustainable peace. Sheikh Ahmad, also 
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, 
underlined importance of the Saudi peace 
initiative in Yemen, the GCC initiative and 
its implementation mechanism, outcome of 
national dialogue and UN Resolution 2216 
to achieving peace in Yemen, a foreign 
ministry statement said. 

Sheikh Ahmad, who made the remarks 
during a meeting with UN Envoy to Yemen 
Martin Griffiths at ministry building, said 
Kuwait backed endeavors of Griffiths in 
Yemen. Griffiths briefed Sheikh Ahmad 
about the latest developments in Yemen. 
He expressed gratitude for Kuwait’s 
humanitarian contributions to Yemen, as 
well as its efforts to reaching security and 
stability in the war-stricken country, and 
alleviating suffering of the Yemeni people, 
said the statement.  

Sheikh Ahmad, meanwhile , con-
demned the systematic attacks by the 

Houthi militias against Saudi Arabia, 
which were “a direct threat” to Gulf and 
Arab national security. The State of 

Kuwait, he reaffirmed, stood firmly by 
Saudi Arabia in restoring its security and 
stability. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait FM Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Mohammad Al-Sabah holding talks with UN Envoy 
to Yemen Martin Griffiths. — KUNA

Griffiths briefs FM about latest developments in Yemen 

Kuwait reaffirms support to  
Yemen’s stability and unity

IOM diplomat praises  
Kuwait relief efforts
KUWAIT: Head of the 
International Organization for 
Migration’s (IOM) in Kuwait 
Mazen Abulhassan praised, yester-
day, Kuwait’s role in promoting 
humanitarian aid programs and in 
facing crises and disasters, as it 
gained UN and humanitarian 
organizations’ trust and apprecia-
tion. In a statement to KUNA fol-
lowing his meeting with the 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Kuwait Red 
Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal 
Al-Sayer, Abulhassan said KRCS 
humanitarian role help in improv-
ing many people living conditions, 

as he expressed appreciation of 
the efforts made in many countries. 
He also stressed the importance of 
this meeting, noting that there will 
be more cooperation in the future 
especially to help Syrian refugees 
in Lebanon and Turkey. For his 
part, Al-Sayer affirmed KRCS 
readiness to cooperate construc-
tively with humanitarian and com-
munity organizations to provide 
aid to countries that exposed to 
disasters. This meeting also tack-
led KRCS assistance provided to 
those affected and its role in com-
bating the emerging COVID-19 
virus, he added. — KUNA

MoI opens 
entertainment 
area for inmates 

 
KUWAIT: Interior Ministry 
Assistant Undersecretary for Reform 
Institutions and Sentences 
Implementation Talal Maarafi along 
with the sector’s officers opened 
several entertainment and sports 

area after renovating them inside the 
institutions.  

They included the backyard and 
sports playgrounds, as part of the 
humanitarian and societal role of the 
security establishment. It said the 
improvements aim at achieving psy-
chological comfort for inmates and to 
get away from daily routine, and pre-
pare them for return to normal life. 

It said leaders are keen on imple-
menting health protocols put forth by 
health institutions.

Museums, cultural centers re-open 

KUWAIT: Cultural centers and museums re-opened yes-
terday and started receiving vis itors, in l ine with a 
Cabinet’s decree stipulating that visitors are obliged to 
adhere to health precautions. The centers were com-
pletely prepared to receive visitors. However,  all guests 

must wear their face masks, as a protection against the 
communicable disease, COVID-19. They will be also sub-
ject to check their temperature before entry, and inside 
the facilities, they are compelled to keep social distanc-
ing to ensure safety. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Cultural centers and museums receiving visitors. 

KUWAIT: Head of IOM in Kuwait Mazen Abulhassan meets Chairman of KRCS 
Dr Hilal Al-Sayer. — KUNA  
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 for investors out of the UAE’s seven emirates, 

are home to thousands of companies that have set 
up regional offices there. 

UAE officials have yet to issue a statement on the 
G7 agreement and did not respond to an AFP 
request for comment. But this week Dubai 
announced plans to reduce in the coming months 
government procedures as “part of efforts to reduce 
the cost of doing business and further boost eco-
nomic growth in the emirate”. 

Hard-hit by the coronavirus pandemic, the UAE 
has already launched a series of reforms, including 
to allow foreigners full ownership of businesses, 
whereas before it was capped at 49 percent unless 
based in certain free trade zones. Economy Minister 
Abdulla bin Touq Al-Marri said the changes were a 
bid to boost the “competitive edge” of the country, 
currently 16th in the World Bank’s ease of doing 
business rankings. 

The UAE, which relies on its image as an interna-
tional hub, “will be keen to be seen as part of the global 
system rather than a tax haven”, said Scott Livermore 
of Oxford Economics Middle East. “The upsides of 
remaining on the outside of the agreement is limited, 
especially if approved by the G20 and OECD coun-
tries,” the Dubai-based economist told AFP. 

According to Livermore, even if businesses in the 
country see an increase in tax burden, the govern-
ment was likely to “consolidate and simplify fees”, 
as is the case in Luxembourg and Malta, where mul-
tiple exemptions lower the final bill considerably. 
“Already the authorities have realized the impor-
tance of broader business and social environment 
for attracting and retaining foreign investment and 
talent,” he said. “This has been demonstrated by the 
raft of visa and business reforms announced over 
the past year.” 

Many foreign executives are attracted to the 
lifestyle in Abu Dhabi and especially Dubai. The two 
emirates are air hubs and offer a variety of luxury 
services that depend on a migrant labor force large-
ly from South Asian countries. The UAE’s low tax 
regime has been a “major carrot to dangle” before 
investors from abroad, said Robert Mogielnicki, 
senior resident scholar at the Arab Gulf States 
Institute in Washington. — AFP 

UAE aims to  
remain magnet...
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 How will my feelings and thoughts ever change? I 

will never again be who I was before.” 
Ola and Riad are not alone. The latest Gaza war, the 

fourth since 2008 in the Zionist-besieged territory, saw 
some 1,000 apartments, offices and businesses 
destroyed. But the few psychiatrists and psychologists 
in the enclave know that rebuilding will have to go far 
beyond physical reconstruction. “It’s not the first time 
that we have a war in Gaza,” said Khawaja, who says 
much of the population suffers from post-traumatic 
stress disorder. “We have to work on multiple traumas.” 

“I expect a PTSD crisis in the coming months,” he 
said, explaining that with each new trauma and war, 
many Gazans faces relapses and acute stress disorder, 
with symptoms including shock and denial. If such 
stress is not addressed quickly, it can progress into 
PTSD - meaning the work of mental health care teams 
is vital in coming months to prevent an explosion of 
cases. At Al-Awda hospital in Jabalia camp, northern 
Gaza, Bilal Daya has a broken arm, a hole in his calf and 
his left leg in a splint. But it’s not the 24-year-old’s 
physical injuries that concern doctors the most. Bilal 
was drinking tea outside his home in eastern Gaza 
when a Zionist strike injured a neighbor. “He was 
screaming for help,” Bilal said. “I tried to carry him, but 
another missile hit. There was an enormous buzz in my 

ears, human body parts around me, smoke. I couldn’t 
stand because I was hit by shrapnel.” 

Bilal, who says he is not a fighter, had to crawl to 
safety. Seven other people in his neighborhood died. 
He looked haggard and distracted in his hospital bed, a 
far cry from the young, full-of-life man in the photo his 
father had brought. Mahmoud Awad, a Palestinian psy-
chologist working with Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF), is monitoring Bilal’s “acute reaction to stress”. 

Awad hopes to prevent trauma from settling in and 
ravaging the young man’s psyche. “We are trying to get 
him to talk. It’s the most significant trauma of his life 
and we want to avoid its escalation into PTSD,” Awad 
said. “Right now he’s suffering from shock and denial; 
he tends to generalize everything... without talking 
much about himself.”  

The 2021 war was shorter than the previous Gaza-
Zionist conflict in 2014, causing fewer deaths and dis-
placements. “But the psychological repercussions are 
going to be more severe,” said Yasser Abu-Jamei, 
director of local non-profit Gaza Community Mental 
Health Program. “How can you comfort your child 
when a bombing is happening and it does not stop for 
20-30 minutes?” he asked. “It is impossible. We always 
say to people you need a safe place, to feel secure, but 
here, for 11 days, there was no secure place.” 

Zionist strikes killed 260 Palestinians including some 
fighters, the Gaza authorities said. No university in the 
Gaza Strip offers a specialty in psychiatry, and the 
available mental health services can’t keep up with 
demand. Some specialists even question the whole 
concept of PTSD in Gaza, where, as psychiatrist Samir 
Zaqout put it: There is no “post-trauma - because it is 
ongoing trauma”. — AFP 

Post and present  
trauma time bomb...
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Brown told Sky News, calling the summit “an 

unforgivable moral failure”. “Millions of people will 
go unvaccinated and thousands of people I’m afraid 
will die,” said Brown, who helped coordinate inter-
national responses to the world’s last major eco-
nomic shock in 2008. 

Likewise, the G7’s pledges to deliver more aid for 
countries at the sharp end of climate change, and to 
phase out fossil fuel investments, were decried as 
too little, too late ahead of a UN summit in 
November. “The G7 have failed to set us up for a 
successful COP26 as trust is sorely lacking between 
rich and developing countries,” said Greenpeace 
International executive director Jennifer Morgan. 
“We need authentic leadership and that means 
treating the pandemic and the climate crisis for 
what they are: an interconnected inequality emer-
gency,” she said. 

Nevertheless, British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, the summit’s host, said the G7 wanted to 
“drive a global Green Industrial Revolution to trans-
form the way we live”. “There is a direct relationship 
between reducing emissions, restoring nature, creat-
ing jobs and ensuring long-term economic growth,” 
he said. Johnson also touted a G7 pledge to get 40 
million more girls into schools over the next five 
years, as part of the post-pandemic reconstruction. 

A White House official agreed the three-day 
gathering in Cornwall, southwest England, had been 
an “unusually substantive and productive G7”. 
Angela Merkel, attending her last G7 as German 
chancellor, said Biden had brought “new momen-
tum” to efforts to tackle the world’s problems. India 
and South Africa, who took part in the G7 talks as 
guests, had pressed for the gathering to waive intel-
lectual property rights on Western vaccines. But 
Britain and Germany were notable holdouts on that. 

Campaigners also complained the G7 had failed 
to flesh out how it will pay for a newly agreed 
“Nature Compact” - to protect 30 percent of the 
world’s land and oceans from despoliation by 2030. 
The leaders committed to nearly halve their carbon 
emissions by 2030, relative to 2010, and to phase 
out the use of “unabated coal”-fuel whose emis-
sions have not gone through any filtering - “as soon 
as possible”. They vowed to end most government 
support for the fossil fuel sector overseas, and to 
phase out petrol and diesel cars.  

The G7 had sharp words for Bei j ing and 
Moscow, in the buildup to a NATO summit in 
Brussels on Monday and Biden’s first sit-down 
with Russian President Vladimir  Putin in 
Switzerland on Wednesday. They demanded 
China end abuses including forced labor in 
Xinjiang, where activists say up to one million 
people from Uyghur and other Muslim minorities 

are interned in camps, and in Hong Kong. 
And they pressed China to let experts from the 

World Health Organization (WHO) investigate fur-
ther how COVID-19 first emerged, amid suspicions 
that the coronavirus may have escaped from a 
Chinese laboratory. The allies adopted a US initia-
tive to counter China in infrastructure funding for 
poorer nations, promising to “collectively catalyze” 
hundreds of billions of investment. 

The “Build Back Better World” (B3W) project is 
aimed squarely at competing with Beijing’s trillion-
dollar Belt and Road infrastructure initiative, which 
has been widely criticized for saddling small coun-
tries with unmanageable debt. And the G7 demand-
ed that Russia “credibly explain” the use of chemi-
cal agents on its soil, end its “systematic crack-
down” on opposition groups and media, and “hold 
to account” criminals waging ransomware attacks. 

A lingering row between Britain and the 
European Union over post-Brexit trading arrange-
ments in Northern Ireland hung over the talks. But 
London sought to bring all sides together using the 
“soft power” diplomacy of Queen Elizabeth II and 
her heir Prince Charles, at a Friday night reception 
for leaders and EU chiefs. Joined Saturday by coun-
terparts from Australia, South Africa and South 
Korea - with India also taking part remotely - they 
then enjoyed an evening beach barbecue around 
fire pits, featuring a sea shanty band and toasted 
marshmallows. — AFP 

G7 takes on 
COVID, China...

WINDSOR: US President Joe Biden speaks with 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II  at the dais in the 
Quadrangle of Windsor Castle yesterday. — AFP 


