
KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait and the Islamic
Republic of Mauritania held official talks yester-
day at the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry headquar-
ters. The discussions were chaired from the
Kuwaiti side by the Foreign Minister, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah, with atten-
dance of the Minister of Finance and Minister of
State for Economic Affairs and Investment
Khalifa Hamadah. 

The Mauritanian side was headed by the
Foreign Minister Ismael Ould Sheikh Ahmed.
The Kuwaiti and Mauritanian officials discussed
means  of  boost ing  fur ther  so l id  re la t ions
between the State of Kuwait and the Republic
of Mauritania, explored the close cooperation
in various domains, namely avenues for enhance
the coordination for serving mutual interests.
Moreover, they examined latest developments
on the regional and international arenas. 

The talks have been held as part of the official
visit to the country by the Mauritanian official

and his accompanying delegation. 
Meanwhile, Finance Minister and Minister of

State for Economic Affairs  and Investment
Khalifa Hamadah held talks with his Mauritanian
counterpart Mohamed Al-Amin Ould Al-Thahabi
on issues of joint concern, means of boosting
cooperation in various spheres.The Kuwait
Ministry of Finance said in a statement that the
Mauritanian side, during the meeting, endorsed a
number of economic and financial accords that
had been previously worked out between the two
countries. The State of Kuwait had unilaterally
endorsed the agreements. The accords, one deal-
ing with economic cooperation, another with
averting double taxation and a deal on boosting
and protecting mutual investments, have now
become in the execution phase. The meeting was
attended by Farouk Bastaki , the Managing
Director at the Public Investment Authority, and
the director of the Arab and Gulf economic coop-
eration and the acting assistant for economic
affairs, Talal Al-Nimesh.  — KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Australian College of
Kuwait (ACK) has renewed a cooper-
ation agreement with the Ministry of
Defense (MoD). This significant
agreement was signed by Eng Sager
Al-Sharhan - Assistant to the
President for Support Services at
ACK and on the Ministry of Defense’s
side, Head of the Military Education
Authority Major General Fahd
Mohammed Al-Tariji.

The agreement included the pro-
viding of training, where the college
uses its expertise and specialized
competencies to introduce education-
al and technical programs, whether in
the establishment of training courses
or the preparation of specialized cur-
ricula and consultations. 

Commenting on this success, Eng
Sager Al-Sharhan, said: “The relation-
ship between ACK and MoD has

always been solid and we are so hap-
py to collaborate closely with them
again and strengthen it. We are fully
equipped to support them in the field
of education and training and we are
looking forward to constant coopera-
tion with other official entities in the
country, for the favor of our beloved
country and our students.”

It is worth mentioning that the
School of Aviation at ACK had suc-
cessfully introduced the B1.1+B2
combined course providing its B1.1
graduates additional progressive path,
which also allows them to pursue their
education and earn recognition local-
ly, regionally and internationally. Upon
course completion, students may then
apply for B1.1 and B2 AME licenses.
This combined course will grant
ACK’s students an advantage and pri-
ority in the job market. 

KUWAIT: Turkish Ambassador to
Kuwait Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak spoke to
Kuwait Times about travel to Turkey and
measures in place against the COVID-19
pandemic. Some excerpts: 

Kuwait  Times:  Tel l  us  about
tourism relations between Kuwait and
Turkey. How many Kuwaitis visited
Turkey last year?

Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak: Tourism
between Turkey and Kuwait is remark-
able. Kuwait is the country that sends the
most tourists to Turkey in proportion to
its population. In 2019, more than
374,000 Kuwaitis visited Turkey. Last
year, this number surpassed 120,000
despite COVID-19 travel restrictions.
Tourism sector is not only economically
profitable, but also contributes to better
understanding between our peoples.
Therefore, I wish to see more Turkish
tourists visiting Kuwait too. I hope
Kuwait will ease travel restrictions espe-
cially for our businesspersons and per-
sons who travel for essential purposes. 

KT: What is the latest situation of the
COVID-19 pandemic in Turkey? Where
can we find up-to-date information on
Turkey’s COVID-19 situation?

Koytak: Turkey has become one of the
most disciplined and successful countries
in tackling the COVID-19 pandemic. We
took early measures to protect visitors
and citizens. These measures proved
effective. On May 31, 2021, the Turkish
government announced a gradual normal-
ization period. Turkey announced a four-
tier system on local COVID-19 related
restrictions. Provinces are now divided
into four different risk groups: Low (blue),
medium (yellow), high (orange) and very
high (red), based on infection and vacci-
nation rates. Our government provides
information on daily cases as well as
weekly summaries, including regional
details. You can reach it at the webpage
https://covid19.saglik.gov.tr/

KT: How about the tourism sector in
Turkey? Is it safe to go on vacation to
Turkey this year? 

Koytak: Turkey is one of the world’s
top 10 travel destinations, welcoming
more than 45 million foreign nationals
every year. Turkey introduced the ‘Safe
Tourism Certification Program’ last year.
It is one of the first of its kind. Thanks to
it, we hosted over 15 million tourists
despite pandemic restrictions. This year,
the tourism season started following the
holy month of Ramadan. We are ready to
host our Kuwaiti brothers and sisters in
our safe tourism destinations this year. 

KT: What is the “Safe Tourism” con-
cept about? 

Koytak: The ‘Safe Tourism
Certif ication Program’ defines and
advises an extensive series of measures
to be taken with regards to transporta-
tion and accommodation of all Turkish
citizens and international visitors who
will spend their holidays in Turkey, as
well as the well-being and health condi-
tions of passengers/guests and of
employees working at touristic facilities.
The ‘Safe Tourism’ certificate has been
made compulsory for all hotels with a
capacity of 30 and more rooms.

The Safe Tourism Certification logo is
placed at visible areas inside the verified
facility. There are QR codes on all logos
and through these QR codes, all guests
and customers have access to the facili-
ty’s inspection data. This way, the whole
process is transparent. List of certified
facilities can be reached at the webpage
https://tga.gov.tr/search-hotel-category-
en/. Furthermore, all employees employed
in the tourism sector are given priority

and are vaccinated.
KT: Are there any curfews or lock-

downs in Turkey? Are the touristic, his-
torical and shopping facilities open?

Koytak: There is a curfew from 10 pm
to 5 am from Monday through Saturday,
and a full lockdown in effect during
Sundays beginning at 10 pm on Saturday
and ending at 5 am on Mondays.
However, foreign tourists are exempt from
COVID-19 restrictions applied in Turkey.
Museums and cultural sites are currently
open only to foreign tourists. Restaurants,
historical and archeological sites and
shopping venues re-opened with strict
measures. Public beaches accept visitors
with strict rules.

Strict hygiene and safety measures
apply to gastronomic facilities. In fact,
gastronomy is also included in the “Safe
Tourism” program. Restaurants partici-

pating in the program can be reached at
the webpage https://tga.gov.tr/search-
cafe-category-en/. Taxis are allowed with
certain rules. Rent-a-car services contin-
ue. Visitors are expected to follow the
instructions of the authorities. Using
masks in open areas and maintaining
social distance are among these rules.

KT: Are Kuwaiti citizens permitted to
enter Turkey? Is a negative COVID-19
test required for entry?

Koytak: Kuwaitis can travel to Turkey.
Direct flights to Turkey continue by
Turkish and Kuwaiti airlines. When enter-
ing Turkey from Kuwait, passengers will
not be required to submit a negative PCR
test result if they submit a document
issued by the Kuwaiti official authorities
stating that they have been vaccinated at
least 14 days before entering Turkey
and/or have had the disease and recov-
ered within the last six months.
Quarantine measures will not be applied
to these passengers. 

If passengers departing from Kuwait
cannot submit a vaccine certificate or
the documents proving that they have
had the disease according to the stated
rules, submission of a PCR negative test
result made maximum 72 hours before
entering Turkey or a negative rapid anti-
gen test result made maximum 48 hours
before entering Turkey will be deemed
sufficient. On the other hand, people
entering Turkey may be subjected to a
PCR test on the basis of sampling at

their destination.
KT: Does the embassy receive visa

applications? 
Koytak: Kuwaiti citizens do not need a

visa for their touristic travels to Turkey.
Foreigners who need a visa can apply at
the Turkey Visa Application Centre. Our
visa center has been operating in Sanabil
Al-Babtain Tower (Sharq - Jaber Al-
Mubarak Street) since July 2018. It is run
by a company authorized by the Turkish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I am glad that
since the opening of the center, we have
been providing a more comfortable,
effective and fast visa application process
to our brothers and sisters in Kuwait.

KT: Is digital registration needed for
entry into Turkey?

Koytak: All passengers must complete
their digital entry registration at
http://register.health.gov.tr within 72
hours before entering Turkey. After the
registration is completed successfully,
you will have a personal HES code. The
HES code must be presented in digital or
printed form at check-in and the passen-
ger must have it with them during their
holiday in Turkey.

KT: What is the HES code and what
does it do?

Koytak: The HES (Hayat Eve Sigar -
Life Fits Into Home) is a 10 or 12 digit
number that you will use to obtain a ticket
to travel within Turkey by public trans-
port. The code is used to prevent and
slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus. It
provides information to passengers who
have been exposed to the virus or who
have been in contact with COVID-19
patients. It provides information about
the risk level of the area. It helps to be
communicated with quickly in case of any
contact risk. It is obligatory to submit the
HES code at the entrances of gastronomy
facilities, hotels, shopping centers and

public transportation vehicles, as well as
museums and cultural centers.

KT: What happens if visitors catch
COVID-19 during their hol iday in
Turkey?

Koytak: Within the framework of
the “Safe  Tour ism” cert i f icat ion ,
accommodation facilities with a room
capacity of 30 or more are obliged to
allocate isolation areas for visitors. If
a visitor is diagnosed with COVID-19,
the visitor and his/her relatives are
provided with rooms determined for

isolation, for the duration and condi-
tions specified in the accommodation
contract. If the patient shows severe
symptoms, he/she is referred to the
hospital.

KT: Will health insurance cover the
treatment costs of guests who contract
COVID-19 during their travel in Turkey?

Koytak: Not all international health
insurances may cover possible treatments
in Turkey in case of infection with the
SarsCoV-2 virus. Therefore, I would
advise that it should be checked individu-
ally before the start of the trip. Travelers
to Turkey can take out additional private
health insurance before entering the
country. There is a list of insurance com-
panies authorized by the Turkish Ministry
of Health to issue “COVID policies” for
foreign tourists coming to Turkey. It can
be reached at the webpage
https://www.covidinsurance4turkey.com/

KT: Are accredited PCR test centers
only available at airports in Turkey?

Koytak: In addition to international
airports such as Antalya, Mugla, Bodrum,
Izmir and Istanbul, around 480 accredited
test centers offer passengers the oppor-
tunity to take a COVID-19 test before
they leave Turkey. You can reach the cur-
rent list at the webpage
https://covid19bilgi.saglik.gov.tr/tr/. In
addition, within the scope of the ‘Safe
Tourism’ certificate, accommodation
facilities with 30 rooms or more provide
COVID-19 test service upon request.

No PCR test, no
quarantine for

vaccinated 
visitors

ACK renews cooperation 
agreement with MoD

KUWAIT: Fire Force said firemen put out a fire in animal fodder in vari-
ous areas on Wafra Road KM 7. It said three fire brigades from Al-Kout,
Mina Abdallah and backup centers responded and put out the fire and
kept it from spreading. No injuries were reported.

Fire put out in animal fodder

Turkish Ambassador to Kuwait 
Ayse Hilal Sayan Koytak 

Ambassador Koytak: Turkey offers 
safe tourism and easy travel


