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Moscow announces 
car raffle to boost 
vaccination drive
MOSCOW: Moscow mayor Sergei Sobyanin
said yesterday that residents of the Russian
capital who get their first coronavirus jab will
now take part in a lottery to win a car. 

The move comes as authorities seek to
speed up Russia’s vaccination drive that has
stagnated while new infections in Moscow
and across the country are on the rise. “From
June 14 until July 11, 2021, citizens who get
their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine will
become participants in a car lottery,”
Sobyanin announced on his website.  Every
week five cars will be raffled out, each worth
around 1 million rubles ($13,900). 

“But of course the main gain for those who
get vaccinated cannot be compared to any
car-it is their own health and peace of mind,”
Sobyanin said. The mayor-who was vaccinat-
ed with Russia’s Sputnik V in May last year-
added that two days ago he got a booster jab
and “feels well”.

Sobyanin sounded the alarm over the
spike in cases earl ier this week and
announced the reopening of field hospitals
and introduced a “non-working” week until
June 20. 

All non-essential workers will be out of
office but will retain their salary. However,
they have not been ordered to stay at home.
The mayor also reintroduced a curfew for
bars and restaurants that bans them from
serving customers between 11:00 pm and
6:00 am. A government tally reported 7,704
new virus cases in Moscow yesterday, a six-
month high. 

Despite introducing a strict lockdown
after the pandemic swept across Russia last
spring, authorities lifted most restrictions by
mid-summer in an effort to protect the
struggling economy.  Russia started its mass
vaccination campaign in December, with the
homegrown vaccine Sputnik V-touted by
Russian President Vladimir Putin as the best
in the world-that is free and widely avail-
able in Moscow. Since the registration of
Sputnik V in August, Russia has approved
three more vaccines for publ ic use-
EpiVacCorona, CoviVac and the one-dose
Sputnik Light.

Foreign-made vaccines are not available in
Russia.  So far, 18 million people or 12 per-
cent of the population has received at least
one dose of a vaccine with polls showing that
a majority of Russians do not plan to get
immunised. The Kremlin said Putin was vac-
cinated against the coronavirus in private but
did not reveal which jab he used.  —AFP

YANGON: Anti-junta protesters flooded
Myanmar’s social media with pictures of themselves
wearing black yesterday in a show of solidarity for
the Rohingya, a minority group that is among the
most persecuted in the country. Since the military
ousted civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi from power
in a February 1 coup, an anti-junta movement
demanding a return to democracy has grown to
include fighting for ethnic minority rights.

The mostly Muslim Rohingya-long viewed as
interlopers from Bangladesh by many in Myanmar-
have for decades been denied citizenship, rights,
access to services and freedom of movement.

Activists and civilians took to social media yes-
terday to post pictures of themselves wearing black
and flashing a three-finger salute of resistance, in
posts tagged “#Black4Rohingya”.

“Justice must (be) served for each of you and
each of us in Myanmar,” said prominent rights
activist Thinzar Shunlei Yi on Twitter. Local media
also showed a small protest in Myanmar’s commer-
cial hub Yangon, with black-clad demonstrators
holding signs in Burmese that said they were
“protesting for the oppressed Rohingya”. By after-
noon, the #Black4Rohingya hashtag was trending
on Twitter in Myanmar, with more than 180,000
mentions.

Yesterday’s show of support from the mostly
Buddhist, ethnic Bamar-majority population is a far

cry from previous years, when even using the term
“Rohingya” was a lightning rod for controversy. In
2017, a bloody military campaign in Myanmar’s
west sent some 740,000 Rohingya fleeing across
the border into Bangladesh carrying accounts of
rape, mass killings and arson. The military has long
claimed the crackdown was justified to root out
insurgents, and Suu Kyi also defended the army’s
conduct by travelling to the Hague to rebut charges
of genocide at the UN’s top court.

The Myanmar public was largely unsympathetic
to the Rohingya’s plight, while activists and journal-
ists reporting on the issues faced vitriolic abuse
online. Prominent Europe-based Rohingya activist
Ro Nay San Lwin told AFP the online campaign is a
yearly effort to raise awareness-but Sunday was
“the first time” he had seen it go viral in Myanmar.

“I am so happy to see those inside Myanmar
joined this campaign. I am more hopeful to have a
stronger solidarity from them,” he said. A recent
announcement from the shadow “National Unity
Government”-made up of ousted lawmakers work-
ing to topple the junta-has also extended an olive
branch to the minority group, inviting them to “join
hands... to participate in this Spring Revolution”.

The NUG has been branded as “terrorists” by
the military regime, while junta leader Min Aung
Hlaing has dismissed the word “Rohingya” as “an
imaginary term”.  —AFP

Activists, civilians take to social media in posts tagged ‘#Black4Rohingya’

Myanmar’s anti-junta movement 
shows viral support for Rohingya

YANGON: Protesters make the three-finger salute as they take part in a flash mob demonstration against the
military coup in Yangon yesterday. —AFP

Malaysia deports 
conspiracy theorist 
wanted in France 
KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia yesterday deported a
leading figure in conspiracy circles who is wanted
in France over the kidnapping of an eight-year-old
girl, sources told AFP.

Remy Daillet, his pregnant partner and three
children were arrested late last month on the holi-
day island of Langkawi over their residency status.
The Frenchman and his family were deported from
Kuala Lumpur International Airport and are
expected to arrive in France early today.

The girl, identified as Mia, was taken in mid-
April from her grandmother’s home in France by
several men employed by their mother. Six men
and the mother were indicted over the abduction
following an intense five-day search that ended in
Switzerland. According to some of the men, the
mother’s associates were activists who believe
that children in care are unfairly taken from their
parents.

Mia’s mother had lost custody of her daughter
and was no longer allowed to see her alone or
speak with her on the telephone. Investigators
believe Daillet, known to police as a proponent of
extremist conspiracy theories and a populist
takeover of the state, may have helped organise the
abduction.

Yesterday, Daillet, his partner and the children
were taken under tight security to Kuala Lumpur
airport and put on a flight to Singapore, a source
familiar with the case, who spoke on condition of
anonymity, told AFP. Once they arrive in Singapore,
they will board an Air France flight later in the day
for Paris, the source said. “All of them are in good
health,” the source added.

A legal source, who declined to be identified,
also confirmed that the group “have been deported
by immigration”. French prosecutors in April issued
an international arrest warrant for Daillet, who had
been living in Malaysia for several years.

But he was detained over his residency status,
making the process of deportation quicker. Daillet
is a former regional leader of France’s centrist
MoDem party before he was excluded in 2010.
After the abduction, Daillet posted a video in which
he said that his organization “returns children kid-
napped by the state to parents, at their request.

There was absolutely no kidnapping.”
In earlier videos he has supported the idea of a

coup d’etat and voiced opposition to taxes, vac-
cines and masks. Mia was returned to her grand-
mother’s care.  —AFP

VILLEMUR-SUR-TARN, HAUTE-GARONNE, France :
Midi-Pyrenees region leader Remy Daillet-Wiedemann
takes part in a “Greve du Froid” outside the Molex
plant in Villemur-sur-Tarn, to protest against the clos-
ing of the auto-parts manufacturer site. Malaysia yes-
terday deported Daillet. —AFP

Fujimori clings to 
fraud claim in Peru 
as vote tally nears end
LIMA: Right-wing candidate Keiko Fujimori insist-
ed Saturday that Peru’s presidential election was
marred by fraud, as final vote counting dragged on
with her leftist rival slightly ahead.

“There was fraud in the voting process. There
was manipulation in the voting process,” Fujimori
said in a briefing with foreign reporters without
providing evidence, as her chances of becoming
president seemed to narrow, six days after people
in politically turbulent Peru cast ballots.

She alleged there was fraud in the counting of
votes, too. “I am going to recognize the results but
we have to wait until the end,” said Fujimori. She
says irregularities in the vote count favored her
leftist rival Pedro Castillo, who is ahead by a slim
51,000 votes, with 99.88 percent of the votes
counted.

Fujimori risks imminent trial on corruption
charges if she loses to Castillo, who has already
cast himself as the victor. Political commentators
say with Castillo apparently poised to win, Fujimori
is trying to sow doubt about the legitimacy of the
election so as not to look like the loser and salvage
her political image. “She is clinging to the fraud
claim because if she does not, everything she has
accomplished comes tumbling down. It is her way
of avoiding failure and collapse,” said Hugo Otero,
who advised former president Alan Garcia.

Fujimori has asked election authorities to annul
around 200,000 votes. The national election board
on Friday announced a two-day extension of the
deadline to file challenges to voting results, then
later backtracked. An election observation mission
from the Organization of American States cast
doubt Friday on Fujimori’s rigging claims.

But it called on authorities to wait until chal-
lenges to the vote had been resolved before call-
ing a winner. “The Mission has not detected seri-
ous irregularit ies ,”  the OAS mission said.
Supporters of both candidates held rallies in Lima
Saturday, with dozens of police setting up a cor-

don between them to prevent clashes; and in oth-
er cities around the country. 

Castillo called for cool heads to prevail.
“Today is the moment that Peru needs serenity

and needs coolness, not to fall into provocation,
since we are in a critical moment,” said the 51-
year-old teacher.

Three presidents in one week 
Peruvians voted last Sunday for their fifth

president in three years after a series of crises
and corruption scandals saw three different lead-
ers in office in a single week last November, the
last one being the country’s caretaker leader
Francisco Sagasti. Seven of the country’s last 10
leaders have either been convicted or are under
investigation for graft.

As in Peru’s three previous presidential elec-
tions, the tail-end of vote counting has been slow
due to delays in delivering ballots from rural and
jungle areas, and from abroad-where one million of
the country’s 25 mill ion eligible voters l ive.
Whoever wins will lead a nation battered by reces-
sion and the world’s highest coronavirus death rate,
with more than 187,000 deaths among its 33 mil-
lion population. Two million Peruvians lost their
jobs during the pandemic and nearly a third now
live in poverty, official figures show.

On the campaign trail, Castillo said Peru’s
mining, oil and gas resources “must be national-
ized” as he vowed to raise taxes and increase
state regulation.

Free-market defender Fujimori has sought to
portray Castillo as a communist who would turn
Peru into a new Venezuela or North Korea. —AFP

LIMA: Supporters of leftist presidential candidate Pedro Castillo of Peru Libre display a giant national flag dur-
ing a rally in downtown Lima Saturday while electoral authorities continue to review allegations of electoral
fraud made by right-wing candidate Keiko Fujimori of Fuerza Popular.  —AFP

Merkel says Biden
brought ‘new 
momentum’ to G7
CARBIS BAY, United Kingdom: US President
Joe Biden has brought “new momentum” to G7

efforts to tackle global challenges, German
Chancellor Angela Merkel said yesterday as
the three-day summit wrapped up in Cornwall,
southwestern England. “It’s not like the world
no longer has any problems because of the
election of Joe Biden as US president,” Merkel
told reporters. “But we can work on solutions
to those problems with new momentum. And I
think it’s very good that we have become more
concrete at this G7.”

The G7 gathering of leading economies was
Biden’s first as US president and touted as an
opportunity to rebuild ties after the discord of
Donald Trump’s four years in power. The sum-
mit focused heavily on the pandemic fallout
and climate change.

Merkel said Biden’s decision to bring the US
back to the Paris agreement had made G7 cli-
mate discussions “much easier”. Merkel, who
held one-on-one talks with Biden during the

Cornwall gathering, has been invited to visit
the White House on July 15. The G7 summit
was Merkel’s 15th and final one as German
chancellor. 

The veteran leader plans to step down after
a  genera l  e lect ion in  September. Asked
whether  she had been given any specia l
mementoes by her G7 peers to mark her swan
song, Merkel said she had “received well-
wishes, not gifts”. —AFP


