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Brother Marie Firmin, 40, plays kora inside the kora
making workshop of the Abbey of Keur Moussa.

Jean-Paul, a non-monk kora manufacturing worker, takes care of connecting the skin to the ropes of the Kora.

Jean-Paul, a non-monk kora manufacturing worker, takes care of connecting the skin to the ropes of the Kora outside the
kora making workshop of the Abbey of Keur Moussa.

The monks read during the mass inside the church of
the Abbey of Keur Moussa.

Man arrested for 
trespassing at Kylie
Jenner’s home

The 35-year-old man refused to
leave the property when confronted
by security and insisted he wanted

to see 23-year-old Kylie and profess his
love to her in person. TMZ reports that
Kylie was not home at the time of the inci-
dent and her security detained the man
until the police arrived. This is reportedly
not the first time he showed up at Kylie’s
home in Los Angeles but he has previ-
ously left when asked by security. The
unnamed man was charged with misde-
meanor trespassing before being
released.

This is the latest alarming incident for
the Kardashian-Jenner family after Kylie’s
sister Kim Kardashian was recently grant-
ed a temporary restraining order against
an alleged stalker who wants to “pursue a
physical relationship” with her. The 40-
year-old reality television star is said to
be “scared” after Charles Peter Zelenoff,
32, managed to find her home and
“filmed videos outside the edge of her
property and she claims he’s getting
increasingly frustrated about not getting
inside.” The ‘Keeping Up with the
Kardashians’ star is particularly con-
cerned “because she’s never shared her
address.”

Meanwhile, their sister Kendall
Jenner’s alleged stalker was recently
sentenced to 180 days in jail. Shaquan
King was arrested in March after he was
caught swimming naked in Kendall’s
pool, and was later taken into custody for
felony stalking after showing up at Kylie’s
gated community. And King recently took
a plea deal which saw him plead no con-
test to one count of trespassing and one
count of loitering with the intent of com-
mitting a crime. King, 27, will spend 180
days in county jail. — Bang Showbiz

The ‘Harry Potter’ author is celebrat-
ing after her daughter Jessica, 29 -
who she shares with her first hus-

band, former TV journalist Jorge Arantes
- got engaged, according to the Mail on
yesterday’s Talk of the Town column.
Rowling, 55, has two other children -
David, 18, and Mackenzie, 16 - with doc-
tor Neil Murray. The author’s marriage to
Arantes fell apart shortly after Jessica
was born and she has called it a “humili-
ating” experience. She previously said: “It
was my Pamela Anderson and Tommy
Lee moment. It is the most humiliating
thing, actually: you’re supposed to have
your relationship disaster in your teens,
aren’t you - and then wise up?”

Rowling left Portugal and moved to
Edinburgh, saying: “Edinburgh is beauti-
ful, has good public transport and did
have, then, free museums, and I thought,
‘I’ll have a much better life here on a low
income with my daughter.’ I could just see
that broke single-parenthood here would
be easier. “Poverty is the issue. I do say
that partly out of my own experience, but
I am acutely aware when I talk about sin-
gle parents being poor that, for me, it was
a temporary state and it was always likely
to be. We were never going to be rich if I
had been a teacher, but we were never
going to be dirt poor. And I had middle-
class friends who could lend me a ten-
ner.” Rowling has previously explained
how she wrote the first ‘Harry Potter’
book in a cafe while Jessica slpet beside
her in a pushchair.— Bang Showbiz
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Monks in blue-grey habits lift their
hands in supplication before
breaking into a chant accompa-

nied by the singsong twang of the kora, a
traditional West African harp. It is mid-
afternoon prayer in the abbey of Keur

Moussa, just east of Senegal’s capital
Dakar, a tranquil 25-hectare complex
filled with fruit trees and herb gardens-
and famed for its relationship with the
kora. Dozens of monks are singing in a
modernist church under a red-and-black

mural of the nativity and crucifixion in
which Jesus is represented as an African.

Here, seven times a day, Benedictine
friars sing the glories of God to the sound
of the 21-string kora.  In the monastery’s
workshop, luthier-monks also craft koras

that are in high demand among profes-
sional musicians. Throughout the mostly-
Muslim surrounding region, and the wider
Catholic world, Keur Moussa abbey is
renowned for its harps and their contribu-
tion to worship. “This is an instrument

that allows the word of God to flourish,”
says Father Olivier-Marie Sarr, the abbot.
Standing in the shaded cloisters behind
the church, a burnished-gold cross
around his neck, the 45-year-old explains
that using local culture brings worship-
pers closer to God.  “The kora is like a
bridge,” Father Olivier says. “It helps us
to transcend something, to elevate the
soul”.

‘Part of our worship’ 
Koras have long been the instrument

of choice for the traditional West African
singers, storytellers and oral historians
known as “griots”.

Plucked with two hands, the delicate
and long-necked kora has a sound box
made of a calabash gourd with a cowhide
stretched across it.  Father Olivier
recounts how the French Benedictines
who founded Keur Moussa in 1963 were
amazed at the sound of the instrument,
which they found could replace the organ
when performing Gregorian chant.  A
kora workshop soon followed.  Today, the
instruments produced in Keur Moussa
have become a point of reference for
touring musicians and prominent mem-
bers of griot families. “Koras from Keur
Moussa are to be found in all continents,”
says Brother Marie Firmin, proudly. 

He and another monk produce
between 40 to 50 koras a year in a small
workshop dotted with half-finished instru-
ments, woodworking equipment and reli-
gious iconography.  A layman is also
employed to continue essential work
when the monks are called to church.
They do good business. Kora sales

account for around a third of the
monastery’s revenues, according to the
monks, with the highest-quality models
fetching around 1,000 euros ($1,200).
Brother Marie Firmin says they sell many
instruments in Europe, but that other
African monasteries are also big buyers.
“It is part of our worship,” he says. 

‘Harmony with God’ 
Most of the roughly 35 monks at Keur

Moussa are Senegalese, part of a small
Christian minority in a country where over
95 percent of people are Muslim. But
there are also friars from across French-
speaking Africa, including Guinea, Togo,
Benin, Cameroon and Gabon. “Monastic
life is a calling,” says Brother Bernard, a
Cameroonian who studied in Rome for
years.  But he explains that the choice of
monastery is down to personal prefer-
ence, and often influenced by magazines
and publications that circulate in the
monastic world. 

Keur Moussa is renowned among
Catholic clergy for its music.  “It was
because of the music that I decided to
come,” says Brother Bernard, who
speaks in the same hushed tone as
many of the other monks. Father
Olivier, the abbot, cast the kora as the
symbol of Keur Moussa, whose “beauti-
ful” music accompanies the unrelenting
routine of monastic life. “It allows us to
build a certain harmony between our-
selves, and harmony with God as well,”
he said. — AFP

The monks attend the mass inside the church of the Abbey of Keur Moussa, in Senegal.

The monks read during the mass inside the church of the Abbey of Keur Moussa, in Senegal.
— AFP photos


