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 News in brief

WHO: Kuwait headquarters to  
provide impetus for closer ties 

Sheikh Basel: MoH investigating Delta cases, similar precautions needed
KUWAIT: The World Health Organization (WHO) 
said yesterday that the opening of its new headquar-
ters in Kuwait would serve as a launchpad for better 
cooperation, with the host country hailing the move 
as a significant development. Kuwait has been 
among WHO’s “trusted partners” in the fight against 
the COVID pandemic, its chief Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said during a lavish ceremony to inau-
gurate the office, where he was joined by Kuwait’s 
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah and a 
number of diplomats.  

Kuwait’s relationship with the global health body 
is “dotted with highlights and accomplishments”, 
Sheikh Basel said, adding that the office is “part and 
parcel” of a national development plan that largely 
revolves around healthcare. “No words can ade-
quately describe Foreign Minister and State Minister 
for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Dr Ahmad Al-Nasser Al-
Sabah’s immense contributions towards this initia-
tive,” he said, at a time when the pandemic has 
strained healthcare systems the world over.  

The success of any nation’s development plan 

hinges on how adept its healthcare system is, Sheikh 
Basel explained, terming the sector as the “focal 
point of national development”.  

Continued on Page 2 

More than 3,000 students from 
75 schools participated in the 
largest art competition for stu-

dents in Kuwait, organized by Kuwait 
Times under the theme ‘Frontline Heroes 
of Kuwait’. The objective of the competi-
tion was to show support and respect to 
frontliners who continue to serve and help 
us in this difficult time. The competition 
encouraged students to showcase their 
artistic skills with drawings that portray 
the ‘Frontline Heroes of Kuwait’. 
See Pages 8-10 for the winning entries. 

Student Art Competition:  
Frontline Heroes of Kuwait

KUWAIT: Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah 
inaugurates the World Health Organization’s new 
headquarters in Kuwait yesterday. — KUNA  

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: Five MPs yesterday submitted a draft 
law stipulating to grant Kuwaiti citizenship to thou-
sands of stateless people in a bid to resolve the 
decades-old problem of over 100,000 bedoons. 
The lawmakers - Adnan Abdulsamad, Ahmad Al-
Hamad, Ali Al-Qattan, Saifi Al-Saifi and Fares Al-

Otaibi - proposed in their draft law to grant citizen-
ship to seven categories of bedoons. These include 
those who or their forefathers were included in the 
1965 census, their mother is Kuwaiti and their for-
eign fathers were either prisoners of war, have died 
or have divorced their mother, and children of mar-
tyrs who fought for Kuwait. 

The categories also include those who submitted 
applications for citizenship before 1965, those who 
participated in Arab wars under the Kuwaiti army, 
people who worked in the oil, army and private sec-
tors before 1965 and people who carried out great 
services for Kuwait. Those who or their forefathers 
were present in Kuwait before 1965 but do not fulfill 
other conditions will be given residency for 15 years 
while the rest will be given a five-year residency. 

All categories of people will enjoy free educa-
tion, health and other services and will be able to 
work in the government and private sectors. Some 
120,000 bedoons have been living in Kuwait for 
decades and claim the right to citizenship, while 
authorities insist that most of them belong to other 
countries. 

Meanwhile, the so-called bloc of 31 MPs yester-
day discussed the issue of holding Assembly ses-
sions which they have blocked for over two months 
in protest against postponing the grilling of the 
prime minister until the end of 2022. MP Obaid Al-
Wasmi said the opposition bloc has not taken a final 
decision, which will be taken on June 20, denying 
reports which said the bloc has decided to allow the 
sessions to be held under certain conditions.

MPs propose  
citizenship for  
certain bedoons

LONDON: In this file photo taken on Feb 18, 2015, an Emirates Airbus A380 aircraft 
is seen above rooftops as it lands at Heathrow Airport. — AFP 

DUBAI: Dubai-based Emirates airline 
yesterday posted a $5.5 billion annual 
loss, its first in more than three 
decades, after the coronavirus pan-
demic devastated the aviation indus-
try. The carrier said it received a capi-
tal injection of $3.1 billion from its 
owner, the government of Dubai, to 
help it survive the crisis.  

The Emirates group was “hit hard 
by the drop in demand for interna-
tional air travel as countries closed 
their borders and imposed stringent 
travel restrictions”, said chairman and 
chief executive, Sheikh Ahmed bin 
Saeed Al-Maktoum. “No one knows 
when the pandemic will be over, but 
we know recovery will be patchy,” he 
said in a statement. 

The Middle East’s largest carrier 
said that the fallout triggered a loss 
of 20.3 billion dirhams ($5.5 billion) 
over the financial year to March, 
after last year’s 1.1 billion dirhams 
($288 million) profit. 

Continued on Page 2 

Emirates posts  
first annual loss  
in over 30 years

ARBIL, Iraq: Rewaz Faiq is 
just one of two women serv-
ing as parliament speaker in 
the Middle East, where poli-
tics is a man’s world, but the 
Iraqi Kurdish mother of two 
is unfazed. Known for her 
straight talk, Faiq knew she 
would face challenges when 
she was elected in 2019 to 
the post in the autonomous 
Kurdish region of northern 
Iraq. “In Kurdistan, entering politics is 
not easy for women,” Faiq, 43, told 
AFP, citing “male domination, discrim-
ination and sexual abuse” as the main 
hurdles. 

“If a woman is not strong and does 

not shield herself, she will be 
entrapped by the personal and politi-
cal gains of male politicians,” she said. 
Men backed by powerful tribes play 
an influential role both in public and 
private life in the region, where more 
than eight out of 10 women are 
housewives. Male politicians are seen 

as more influential than 
women in Kurdish society 
because they have armed 
bodyguards, plenty of 
money and the support of 
the media, said Faiq. 

And they are in the pub-
lic eye, unlike women who 
are banned from taking 
part in tribal councils where 
key decisions affecting the 

Muslim-majority, conservative society 
are taken. Avan Jaff, a women’s rights 
activist, said Faiq reminds her of 
Pakistan’s late Benazir Bhutto, the first 
woman to head a government in a 
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Iraqi Kurdish  
speaker fights 
a man’s world

Rewaz Faiq

PARIS: Ebrahim Raisi, the favorite in 
Iran’s presidential election, has used his 
position at the heart of the judiciary for 
grave rights violations, including mass 
executions of political prisoners, activists 
say. They say Raisi - who now has victory 
in his sights on Friday after even conserva-
tive rivals were disqualified in vetting - 
should face international justice rather 
than lead his country. 

At 60, the mid-ranking cleric is still rel-
atively young for a figure who has held a 
succession of key positions, starting 
almost immediately after the fall of the 
shah in the Islamic revolution of 1979. At 
just 20, he was appointed prosecutor for 
the district of Karaj and then for Hamadan 

province, before in 1985 being promoted 
to deputy Tehran prosecutor. 

It was in this role, campaigners allege, 
that Raisi played a key part in the execu-
tions of thousands of opposition prisoners 
- mostly suspected members of the pro-

scribed People’s Mujahedin Organisation 
of Iran (MEK) - when, activists say, he was 
part of a four-man “Death Committee” that 
sent convicts to their death without a 
shred of due process. 

Continued on Page 2 

Iran activists  
dismayed by  
frontrunner

TEHRAN: Supporters of Iranian presidential candidate Ebrahim Raisi attend an election 
campaign rally on Monday. — AFP  

Iraq eyes 8 nuclear reactors  
  
BAGHDAD: Iraq, which suffers chronic elec-
tricity shortages, wants to construct eight 
nuclear power reactors by 2030 in order to 
reduce its external energy dependence. The 
country currently uses electricity and gas 
imports from neighboring Iran to generate 
around a third of its electricity. — AFP 

Longest subsea cable laid 
 
OSLO: Britain and Norway have finished laying the 
world’s longest subsea power cable, which will send 
wind and hydro energy between the two countries, 
Norwegian power grid operator Statnett announced 
yesterday. The 720-km-long North Sea Link - all but 
four kilometers of it underwater - links Suldal in the 
southwest of the Scandinavian country to Blyth, near 
Newcastle. — AFP

Organ harvesting claims 
 
GENEVA: UN rights experts said Monday they 
had “credible information” that detainees from 
minority communities in China may be being sub-
jected to forced organ harvesting, a claim fiercely 
rejected by Beijing. The 12 independent experts, 
who are mandated by the UN but do not speak on 
its behalf, said in a statement they were “extremely 
alarmed” by the allegations. —AFP 


