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MOGADISHU: This photo taken at the Medina hospital in Mogadishu yesterday shows a woman crying after her son was killed in the bombing at a military camp in Mogadishu. —AFP

MOGADISHU:  A suicide bomber killed 15 army
recruits and wounded 20 more as they queued outside
a military training camp in Mogadishu yesterday, mili-
tary and hospital sources said.

The attack is the deadliest in the Somali capital in
18 months. The explosion happened at around 9 am
(0600 GMT) according to eyewitness Mohamed Adan,
an army officer at the base.

“I have counted about 15 new recruits who have
been killed in the blast,” he said. Adan said the bomber
had slipped in among the recruits queuing up outside
the General Dhegobadan Military Camp when the
explosion occurred. Speaking on national radio, army
chief Odowa Yusuf Rage, said, “The new recruits were

in a queue outside the entrance of the Dhegobadan mil-
itary camp preparing to enter the base before the sui-
cide bomber sneaked into the line and blew up himself.”

Rage claimed, “10 young men who wanted to join
the national armed forces were killed and 20 others
wounded.” However, sources at the main Madina hos-
pital and the morgue confirmed to AFP that 15 had
been killed. “We have received 15 dead bodies from
today’s blast, some of them had serious shrapnel
wounds and all of them were young men approximate-
ly between twenty to twenty-seven years of age,” said
a mortuary employee.

Grieving mother, Maryama Hussein, said, “I lost one
son, he is dead, his body is in the hospital.”

Regular attacks 
Hundreds of new recruits to the Somali National

Army are trained at Camp Dhegobadan every year,
primarily to fight against Al-Shabaab insurgents.
Yesterday, Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for an
attack on a nearby Turkish military training facility
known as Camp Turksom, around 600 meters away,
but there was no evidence of an attack having taken
place there. That base was, however, the target of a
similar but botched attack in June 2020 when a sui-
cide bomber attempted to conceal himself among
recruits before being discovered and shot dead.

Soldiers and military facilities are common tar-
gets for Al-Shabaab, an Al-Qaeda-aligned jihadist

group fighting to overthrow the internationally-
backed government in Mogadishu. Hotels and secu-
rity checkpoints are also frequently attacked.  In
December 2019, 81 people were killed by a suicide
car bomber at a checkpoint in the city center, while
the last major assault on a hotel killed 11 in August
2020. Somalia has been mired in interlocking crises
for the last three decades, with repeated bouts of
civil war, clan conflict, Islamist insurgency, famine
and political instability.

Al-Shabaab rose to prominence in 2006. Despite
the long deployment of African Union peacekeepers
it remains a potent force even though it has lost much
of the territory it once controlled. —AFP

15 dead in Somalia suicide bombing 
Army recruits fall victims to deadly attack at Mogadishu military camp

Ethiopia prepares 
to vote as famine 
stalks Tigray
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia is preparing to hold crucial and
twice-delayed elections across the country on June 21,
despite growing concern over the credibility of the vote
as well as a famine in war-torn Tigray. Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed, appointed in 2018 after years of anti-gov-
ernment unrest, craves a popular mandate through com-
petitive elections to cement a promised democratic
rebirth in Africa’s second-most populous nation.

The Nobel Peace Prize winner is pushing ahead with
the election despite ongoing fighting and a humanitarian
crisis in Tigray, where voting will not proceed on Monday,
along with some other restive parts of the country.
Opposition parties in other pivotal regions are boycotting
the election, the sixth since the end of military rule in
Ethiopia 30 years ago. All previous ballots fell short of
international standards for fairness, and Abiy-who won
early praise for embarking on democratic and economic
reforms-insists that June 21 will mark a departure from the
authoritarian past.

“A week from today, Ethiopians we will cast our vote
in the sixth national elections, which will be the nation’s
first attempt at free and fair elections,” Abiy posted on
Twitter on Monday. “Go out and vote next Monday... let’s
make it a positively historic day together!”

Tigray 
But the war in Tigray-not Abiy’s much-vaunted vote-

has been the focus of global concern, with appeals from
the pope and world leaders at the G7 for the bloodshed
to end.  UN agencies say 350,000 people in the northern
region are barely surviving in famine conditions, including
tens of thousands of malnourished children. Ethiopia dis-
putes the figures and says aid groups have been granted
unfettered access to the region.

Abiy’s reputation as a reformist and peacemaker has
been seriously dented since he sent the army into Tigray
in November to oust the ruling TPLF party there. Eritrean
soldiers and allied militias joined the fight, which Abiy
promised would be short but has dragged on for seven
months. The conflict has been characterized by terrible
atrocities and alleged ethnic cleansing.

There will be no vote in the mountainous region of six
million on June 21, with no future date set. But Tigray-with
38 of the 547 seats in Ethiopia’s national parliament-is
just one place where no ballots will be cast Monday.
Ethnic violence and logistical setbacks forced the
National Election Board of Ethiopia to postpone voting in
numerous locations until September 6. The board has not

specified the exact number of constituencies affected, but
there are dozens in addition to Tigray.

‘Obstacles’ 
The United States, historically an ally of Ethiopia but

an increasingly vocal critic as the Tigray conflict drags on,
has expressed alarm at the conditions under which the
vote will occur. The detention of prominent opposition
leaders and ethnic conflict roiling swathes of the country
pose “obstacles to a free and fair electoral process and
whether Ethiopians would perceive them as credible,”
State Department spokesman Ned Price said last week.
“The exclusion of large segments of the electorate from
this contest due to security issues and internal displace-
ment is particularly troubling,” he added.

The European Union said in May it would not send
observers to the polls, citing a failure to reach an agree-
ment with the government on basic issues like communi-
cations and the observers’ independence.  Staging nation-
wide elections is a logistical feat at the best of times in the
enormous nation of 110 million where poor infrastructure
barely reaches into remoter parts of savannah, mountain
and desert terrain.

The coronavirus pandemic forced the first postpone-
ment in August 2020, then the vote was pushed back to
June 21 because of technical problems, including a mas-
sive shortage of election officials and slow voter registra-
tion. In early June, with the vote just weeks away, the
board said ballot paper irregularities and fake polling sta-
tions had hindered preparations, but that about 37 million
voters had registered. Abiy’s Prosperity Party is fielding
the most candidates for national parliamentary races and
is the firm favorite to win, with a broad reach unmatched
by other political parties. 

The campaign has been muted in the capital Addis
Ababa, while south of the capital in Hawassa, an AFP jour-
nalist this week noted a near-total absence of opposition
posters. —AFP

ADDIS ABABA: People dressed in costumes wait before
the inauguration of the renovation works in Meskel
Square, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. —AFP

Vietnam’s pangolin 
defender wins top 
environmental prize
HANOI: A Vietnamese conservationist working to save
pangolins from the devastating multi-billion-dollar wildlife
trade won a prestigious award yesterday for his role in
rescuing over a thousand of one of the world’s most
endangered creatures. Highly prized in China and south-
east Asia for their flesh, pangolins are seen as a delicacy
for the mistaken belief that they can cure anything from
impotence to cancer.

Nguyen Van Thai, director of Save Vietnam’s Wildlife
(SVW), has been at the forefront of efforts to raise the
alarm internationally about the serious problems Vietnam
faces as a major hub for wildlife trafficking. He was
awarded the Goldman Environmental Prize-known collo-
quially as the “Green Nobel”-which honors grassroots
environmental leaders who have made “sustained and sig-
nificant efforts” to protect and enhance the natural world.

“Helping people to understand these problems will be
an opportunity to attract young people and the
Vietnamese community to join the work in protecting the
forest, wildlife and the environment,” Thai, 39, told AFP in
an interview ahead of the announcement of the six win-
ners of the prize.

Pangolins-often described as “scaly anteaters”-are
defenseless in the wild, curling up into a ball when they
are frightened, allowing poachers to easily gather them
up. “Based on figures from investigations and images from
camera traps, we can say that pangolins in the wild in

Vietnam have decreased more than 90 percent in the last
15 years,” Thai said.

At SVW’s rescue center in Vietnam, a team of staff and
volunteers work long hours nursing pangolins back to
health, before releasing them back into the wild. They
have now saved nearly 1,600 of the vulnerable creatures.
Of the two types-Sunda and Chinese-the latter is faring
worse, and faces a “high risk of extinction” in Vietnam,
according to Thai.  But his center is developing a breeding
program for the Chinese pangolin, with the hope that they
can later be released into the wild. The Goldman
Environmental Prize’s recognition of SVW’s work could
go a long way in helping boost the rescue center’s work,
he said. “My first feeling when I found out I won this
award was pride,” he said. “Since I founded Save
Vietnam’s Wildlife, my aim was to see Vietnamese become
leaders in conservation in their own country. —AFP

This file photo shows a pangolin emerging from an
underground tunnel at night at Save Vietnam’s Wildlife,
a group that runs a pangolin conservation program
inside the Cuc Phuong National Park in northern
province of Ninh Binh. —AFP

China: Radiation 
levels normal at 
Taishan nuke plant
BEIJING: China said yesterday radiation levels
remained normal at one of its nuclear power plants
and there were no safety concerns, after the station’s
French operator reported a gas build-up. “There is
no abnormality in the radiation levels around the
nuclear power plant, and safety is guaranteed,” said
foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian.

CNN reported earlier that the US government
was assessing a report of a leak at the Taishan
nuclear power station in the populous southern

Chinese province of Guangdong. The US broad-
caster said the French company, Framatome, warned
of an “imminent radiological threat”.

Framatome said in a statement to AFP that it is
“supporting resolution of a performance issue” at
the plant but that according to “the data available,
the plant is operating within the safety parameters.”

Powered up in 2018, the Taishan plant was the
first worldwide to operate a next-generation EPR
nuclear reactor-a pressurized water design that has
been subject to years of delays in similar European
projects in Britain, France and Finland. There are
now two EPR power units at the plant in the city of
Taishan, which sits close to the coastline of south-
ern Guangdong and the financial hub of Hong Kong.
EDF, the majority owner of Framatome, said in a
statement that it had requested an extraordinary
meeting of the power plant’s board. —APF


