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MOSCOW: A top aide to Vladimir Putin said US-
Russia relations are at an “impasse” but this
week’s summit with Joe Biden in Switzerland
could help ease tensions. Putin and Biden are to
meet at a villa in Geneva today with tensions high
over a long list of disputes, from cyberattacks and
election meddling to human rights violations.
“Russian-US relations are now at an impasse, the
situation is close to critical. Something needs to
be done,” Yuri Ushakov, Putin’s foreign affairs
adviser, told journalists ahead of the summit.

“I view this meeting with practical optimism,
but not much. It is a first meeting under difficult
circumstances,” he said. Ushakov said the Russian
and US ambassadors, who returned home this
year amid tensions over sanctions, could go back
to their posts immediately if the summit goes well.

“It will be a tremendous achievement if the
ambassadors return to work,” he said. Ushakov
said the two leaders would discuss cybersecurity,
climate change, the Arctic and regional conflicts,
among other issues. 

US President Joe Biden said Monday he would
lay down “red lines” to his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin at their upcoming meeting, after
rallying NATO allies to face up to challenges from
Moscow and Beijing. Speaking after his first
NATO summit since being elected, Biden insisted:
“I’m not looking for conflict with Russia, but that
we will respond if Russia continues its harmful
activities.”

Biden also called Putin “tough” and “a worthy
adversary” ahead of their hotly anticipated meet-
ing in Geneva today. The warning to the Kremlin
leader came as Biden pressed to renew
Washington’s transatlantic ties with allies after
years of tensions under his predecessor Donald
Trump. At Biden’s urging, NATO leaders agreed

to work together against the “systemic chal-
lenges” posed by China’s aggressive policies as
the alliance fleshed out its nascent approach to
Beijing.

China’s increasingly assertive actions in build-
ing a nuclear arsenal as well as space and cyber
warfare capabilities threatens the international
order, they said in a statement. NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg said the allies would
seek to cooperate with China on global issues like
climate change, as European capitals wanted.

But, in a nod to Washington’s growing concern,
he warned: “China’s growing influence and inter-
national policies present challenges to Alliance
security.” “Leaders agreed that we need to
address such challenges together as an alliance,
and that we need to engage with China to defend
our security interests,” he said. 

In the summit communique, the leaders told
Russia that there would be no quick return to
“business as usual”. Russia’s military build-up and
provocative behavior on NATO’s eastern frontier
“increasingly threaten the security of the Euro-
Atlantic area and contribute to instability along
NATO borders and beyond”.

Right balance 
On China, Biden is picking up from where

Trump left off by getting NATO to start paying
attention to Beijing.  But European allies have been
wary that an increase of focus on China could dis-
tract NATO from its major priority — Russia. 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel insisted that
alliance members should not “overestimate” the
dangers posed from Beijing. “We have to find the
right balance,” she said. “China is a rival on many
issues, but at the same time it is also a partner on
many issues.”

French President Emmanuel Macron insisted
that NATO should not spread itself too thin and
“skew” the relationship with China.  “NATO is a
military organization, the subject of our relation-
ship with China is not only military,” he said,
stressing NATO’s north Atlantic focus.

Looming large in the background for the
summit  was a lso the scramble to complete
NATO’s hasty withdrawal from Afghanistan
after Biden surprised partners by ordering US
troops home by September 11. Biden discussed
with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
an offer from Ankara to keep troops in the
country to secure Kabul airport — provided the
US gave support.  Erdogan announced no firm
deal on the issue — or any progress on the
thorny d ispute  over  Turkey’s  purchase  of
Russia’s S-400 missile system. — AFP
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Man charged with 
terrorism for truck 
attack on Muslims
OTTAWA: Canada is pressing terrorism charges
against a man accused of mowing down a Muslim
family with a pickup truck, killing four, prosecutors
said Monday. Five members of the Afzaal family
were out for a walk in London, Ontario-around 125
miles (200 kilometers) southwest of Toronto-on
June 6, when a truck driver struck them on purpose,
according to authorities.

Salman Afzaal, 46, his wife Madiha, 44, their
daughter Yumna, 15, and Salman’s mother Talat, 74,
were all killed. The couple’s nine-year-old son Fayez
survived, but was seriously injured. Prime Minister

Justin Trudeau previously said the killings were “a
terrorist attack, motivated by hatred.”

Prosecutors revealed in a brief hearing Monday
that they were adding terrorism charges to the four
counts of premeditated murder and one of attempt-
ed murder leveled last week against 20-year-old
Nathaniel Veltman. “The federal and provincial
attorneys general provided their consent to com-
mence terrorism proceedings, alleging that the mur-
ders and the attempted murder also constitute ter-
rorist activity,” the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) said in a statement after the hearing.

Veltman, who has no criminal record and no
known link to any extremist group, told the court
via video link that he does not have a lawyer. He has
yet to enter a plea and is set to reappear in court on
June 21. Several Canadian media outlets revealed on
Monday that Fayez Afzaal had been able to leave
hospital, and was being taken care of by relatives.

He was “expected to recover-it’s going to be

some time,” relative Saboor Khan told CBC News.
“His family’s main priority is to support him

through that recovery.” Last week, during an impas-
sioned speech at the House of Commons, Trudeau
said: “This killing was no accident. This was a ter-
rorist attack, motivated by hatred, in the heart of
one of our communities.”

“I think it is really important for us to name it as an
act of terror,” Deputy Prime Minister Chrystia
Freeland told a news conference Monday. “It is impor-
tant for us to identify this as an act of Islamophobia,
and it is important for us to identify the terrible threat
that white supremacism poses to Canada, and to
Canadians.” The attack has fueled debate about the
prevalence of Islamophobia in Canada, and height-
ened fears within the Muslim community that outward
signs of religious affiliation can make a person a target.
It was the deadliest anti-Muslim attack in Canada
since a shooting at a mosque in Quebec City that had
killed six people in 2017. —AFP

Serbia, Kosovo 
talks fail to 
make progress
BRUSSELS: Serbia’s president hit out at Kosovo’s new
premier yesterday after talks in Brussels failed to make
progress towards a solution to one of Europe’s most
intractable territorial disputes. The Balkan neighbors
were resuming decade-long negotiations mediated by
the EU for the first time in almost a year, hoping to
resolve differences still poisoning relations more than 20
years after they separated in war. Serbia has refused to

recognize Kosovo’s unilateral declaration of independ-
ence after the province broke away in the bloody 1998-
99 conflict that was ended only by a NATO bombing
campaign against Serb troops.

The meeting was the first since Kosovo’s left-wing
reformist prime minister Albin Kurti claimed a landmark
win in parliamentary elections in February, pledging to
take a new tack in the talks with Serbian President
Aleksandar Vucic. And the encounter appeared to get
heated as both men laid out their positions.  Vucic
alleged Kurti had “demanded” Serbian recognition and
refused to discuss a 2013 deal to set up ten Serb-major-
ity “municipalities” in Kosovo that has never been
implemented “I’ve never attended this kind of a meeting
in my life. Complete lack of responsibility,” Vucic said in
televised comments. —AFP

London police 
accused of 
corruption 
LONDON: London’s Metropolitan
Police engaged in “a form of institu-
tional corruption” by denying and even
concealing failings in its handling of the
unsolved murder of a private investiga-
tor, an independent panel said yester-
day. The first objective of Britain’s
biggest police force was to “protect
itself” in its refusal to acknowledge the
many failures in the probe into Daniel
Morgan’s murder in 1987 in southeast
London, it concluded.

In a brief statement yesterday, the
force accepted that corruption has
been a major factor in the failed inves-
tigation, but interior minister Priti Patel
has cal led for a more detai led

response to the report.
The long-awaited and damning ver-

dict has echoes of the 1998
Macpherson inquiry into the racist
murder of teenager Stephen
Lawrence-also in southeast London, in
1993 — which condemned the Met for
“institutional racism”. Private investi-
gator Morgan died of multiple head
wounds after being repeatedly struck
by an axe in a pub car park. The axe
was found embedded in his skull.

Despite five police inquiries and a
coroner’s inquest, no-one has been
brought to justice for the father-of-
two’s death.  There have been persist-
ent allegations that corrupt officers
may have been involved.

Corruption at ‘highest ranks’ 
“We believe that the Metropolitan

Police’s first objective was to protect
itself,” said panel chairman and peer
Nuala O’Loan, a lawyer and former
police ombudsman. “(They) were not

honest in their dealings with Daniel
Morgan’s family or the public. That
lack of candor over so many years
has  been a  barr ier  to  proper
accountability.”

The Met had concealed “serious
failings” in its initial murder investiga-
tion”, including the role of corrupt
officers, she added. Morgan’s family
welcomed the report, which they said
“has finally addressed the sickness
that needs to be addressed... (the)
complicity and worse of the British
state in all its guises, the police cor-
ruption and criminality”.

Corruption went “to the highest
ranks”, they said, but despite their
decades of campaigning, there had
been “repeated refusals” at the force
and the Home Office to address the
issues publicly.

Boris Johnson’s spokesman said the
prime minister still had confidence in
Met Police commissioner Cressida
Dick, who was criticized in the report.

‘Deeply alarming’ 
Home Secretary Patel called the

more than 1,200-page report “deeply
alarming”. It was, she said, “one of the
most devastating episodes in the histo-
ry of the Metropolitan Police.

“Police corruption is a betrayal of
everything policing stands for in this
country, that erodes public confidence
in our entire criminal justice system,
that undermines democracy and civi-
lized society,” she told lawmakers.

“We cannot ignore the findings of
this report.” Patel said she had written
to Dick requesting a detailed response
to the panel’s recommendations. The
Met said in a short statement: “We
deeply regret our failure to bring those
who murdered Daniel Morgan to jus-
tice. We have not stopped pursuing
justice. “We accept corruption was a
major factor in the failure of the 1987
investigation. This compounded the
pain suffered by Daniel’s family and for
this we apologize.”  —AFP
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This combination of f i le pictures shows US -
President Joe Biden (left) and Russian President
Vladimir Putin. —AFP

US-China relations 
at a pivotal point
By Dr Hani K Findakly 

On January 8, 2021, the US Senate passed a $250 bil-
lion legislation described as one of the largest indus-
trial bills in US history in a bipartisan effort to

ensure that the US remains competitive with China. This
measure is a part of intensifying debate among pundits, pol-
icy makers, and the media of all political persuasions over
China’s foreign policy. 

This debate has increased in intensity and frequency in
recent years and its decibel level conjures up memories of the
Cold War. Alarmed by China’s rising power, the focus has
shifted to its ambitious economic plan embodied in the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), and its political assertiveness in the
South China Sea and over Taiwan, and its handling of internal
dissent in Hong Kong and Xingang. Such is the state of the
global order that G7, which meets in the UK this month as the
group of the seven largest world economies, meets to discuss,
of all things, such weighty issues as the global economy,
COVID-19, and China, among other issues. The irony of
excluding the world second largest economy from such
meetings and from the Group’s membership altogether can-
not be lost on China, whose economy nearly equals that of
the collective economies of six members of the G7, save for
the United States.

Yet, the rhetoric over China lacks the kind of coherent
strategy that George Kennan articulated in his 1946 “long
telegram” and his Mr X article in Foreign Affairs regarding
Russia. China is not the Soviet Union, and a defeat of China,
isolating it or its breakup are not realistic endgames. Instead,
a well-articulated strategy that aims to keep the US-China
relations at a competitive level, while avoiding a slide into a
Thucydides trap, is critical at the stage. 

Formulating such a strategy must include an understand-
ing of Chinese history and its and Taoist Confucian cultures,
which inform China’s motives, particularly its century of
humiliation at the hands of foreign powers. It took China
nearly a century and a half to reclaim the Hong Kong territory
ceded to Great Britain in the two Opium wars. No Chinese
leader will ever want to preside over the repeat of such
humiliation. The debate over China further ignores its proud
history in which it dominated the global economy for two mil-
lennia until the onset of the industrial revolution. Historians
may well conclude that the past century was a historical
aberration, and that China is only reclaiming its past status.
Finally, often overlooked are the constraints China faces in
assuming its proportional role in governance of the rules-
based institutions, such as the Bretton Woods organizations
and the regional development banks. Until recently, China
had a smaller voting power at the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank, for example, than that of
Italy or Saudi Arabia. Even today, China still lags Japan,
whose economy is nearly a third of China’s, in voting power
at the IMF, the World Bank, and other regional development
banks. At the World Trade Organization (WTO), where China
has lost most of the cases brought against it, it was the US
that sidelined the WTO by blocking judicial appellate
appointments and by imposing unilateral tariffs. Today, even
the composition of the G-7, that is meant to represent the
largest global economies, is a relic of the past, whose com-
bined economies, except for the US, barely equals that of
China. Such factors are important drivers for China’s promo-
tions of its own sponsored financial “clubs”, which are often
viewed with skepticism. A recent Council on Foreign
Relations report has echoed the widespread belief in con-
cluding that the BRI’s risks to the US and recipient countries
“considerably outweigh its benefits”. Nonetheless, such ini-
tiatives have grown in size and scope to be dismissed as
merely political ploys.

The US-China tension centers around four areas of con-
flict, namely, security, economics, technology, and ideology.
While these issues are legitimate areas of concern, they do
not help identify a tangible endgame. Ironically, the 1972
Nixon approach to China was designed to drive a wedge
between China and the Soviet Union. Today, the current
policy has succeeded in reversing that policy by bringing
Russia and China closer together. China will always be
China and its economic and technological gains are nearly
irreversible. It already has an estimated over 70% of the
world’s 5G base stations and 5G smartphone users, and its
advances in Artificial Intelligence and supercomputing, etc.
assure its sustainability. Although its past growth has been
augmented by alleged intellectual property violations, a
recent report by World Intellectual Property Organization
shows that China has recently surpassed the US in trade-
mark and patent applications.

Though China has no record of proselytizing, it pursues
its own national interest through a foreign policy that is heav-
ily grounded in economic programs with three implicit goals:
access to energy and raw materials; markets for its products
and companies; and strategic spheres of influence. Still, its
muscular foreign policy has contributed to the anti-China
rhetoric, which has bifurcated into political (Taiwan, South
China Sea, ideology, and human rights), and security (tech-
nology, cyberattacks, trade, and military) issues that threaten
to create a “one-world, two systems” by adopting competing
standards of technology and changing supply chains. 

While this strategy has the benefits of creating competi-
tion and mitigating the risks of an adversarial confrontation, it
is costly, has an uncertain outcome, and it may be already
late. Nonetheless, the model of competing technologies,
along with the continuity of strategic ambiguity over the One
China policy, may offer a practical interim solution, which
game theory describes as the Nash Equilibrium, in which
both sides behave within pre-determined norms from which
neither side would deviate. In other words, it is a form of
competitive coexistence.

A recent Economist magazine labeling of Taiwan as “The
Most Dangerous Place on Earth” is a sobering reminder of
the inherent risks in global tensions. It is also a stark reminder
of Norman Angell’s seminal 1909 book “The Great Illusion”,
on the eve of WWI, where the British Parliamentarian argued
against the possibility of war because the economic cost of
war was so great and the economic interdependence among
countries would be “the real guarantor of good behavior”.
Angell was both right and wrong. Let us hope that this time is
different. —Reconnaissance Research

In test for Ivory 
Coast, Gbagbo 
heading home
ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast: Ivory Coast’s former president
Laurent Gbagbo returns tomorrow to a country that he
left in humiliation almost a decade ago, forced out after
a bloody conflict and dispatched to The Hague to face
charges of crimes against humanity.

His homecoming will be a key test of stability in Ivory
Coast, the world’s biggest cocoa producer and the

wealthiest country in francophone West Africa. Gbagbo,
76, is set to arrive aboard a commercial flight from
Brussels, his home since the International Criminal Court
(ICC) acquitted him in 2019. An appeal against the rul-
ing failed in March, paving the way for his return.

Gbagbo was ousted in April 2011 after a war sparked
by his refusal to accept electoral defeat at the hands of
Alassane Ouattara, the current president. Around 3,000
people died in the months-long conflict, which left Ivory
Coast divided along north-south lines.

Today, Gbagbo has been recast in the role of states-
man, called upon to help national reconciliation after
elections last year left scores of dead. Ouattara, 79, has
facilitated his return, issuing his rival with a diplomatic
passport and promising him the rewards and status due

to ex-presidents.  In a “powerful message,” Ouattara has
made the presidential salon at Abidjan airport available
for his return, the secretary of Gbagbo’s Ivorian Popular
Party, Assoua Adou, told AFP Monday. Gbagbo is among
a handful of powerful, ageing politicians whose careers
were forged in Ivory Coast’s early years of independ-
ence from France. A historian and socialist from a humble
background in a country whose politics is dominated by
well-off families, he launched a campaign in the 1970s to
end the country’s single-party system. He was jailed for
almost two years and in the 1980s spent years in exile in
France. After he returned and a multiparty system was
introduced, Gbagbo became the sole opposition candi-
date to Felix Houphouet-Boigny, Ivory Coast’s revered
founding father, in elections in 1990. —AFP

MITROVICA: A Kosovo Serb woman walks next to the
statue of Prince Lazar, on a street in the majority
ethnic-Serb northern part of the city of Mitrovica,
yesterday. —AFP


