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LOS ANGELES: Trae Young poured in 25 points and
added 18 assists as the Atlanta Hawks rallied Monday
to beat the Philadelphia 76ers in game four of their
second-round Eastern Conference playoff series.
Young shot eight of 26 from the floor and drained
three threes but he had plenty of help from his sup-
porting cast as all five Hawks starters finished in dou-
ble figures to level the best-of-seven series at 2-2.

His 18 assists equalled a career high but he also
busted out from under the watchful  eye of
Philadelphia’s defensive specialist Ben Simmons,
who was given the task of guarding him. Simmons
finished second this year in NBA defensive player of
the year voting to Utah’s Rudy Gobert. The fifth-
seeded Hawks overcame an 18-point first-half
deficit then traded leads with the Sixers down the
stretch but managed to hold on for the victory.

“This team never gives up, no matter what the
score is,” Young said. “I love the way we fight and
I’m proud of our team tonight.” Game five is today
night. Bogdan Bogdanovic scored 22 points, John
Collins finished with 14 points, 12 rebounds, and
Clint Capela had 12 points and 13 rebounds for
Atlanta. Tobias Harris had 20 points and Joel Embiid
recorded 17 points and 21 rebounds for the top-
seeded 76ers, who were outscored 54-38 in the sec-
ond half. Simmons delivered 11 points, 12 rebounds,
nine assists and two blocks.

Embiid, who averaged 35.3 points, 10.3 rebounds
and 4.7 assists over the first three games of this
series, is playing with a tear in his right lateral
meniscus. He spent time in the locker room in the

second quarter and was zero-for-12 from the floor in
the second half. “Even before I went back to the
locker room I felt like I didn’t have it,” Embiid said.
“I guess it’s already known,” Embiid said of the
wonky knee. “There’s no need to explain myself any-
more. I’m just trying to do the best I can.”

Young and Bogdanovic combined for seven
threes as the Hawks improved their scoring from
beyond the arc. Atlanta committed just  four
turnovers, compared with 12 for the 76ers.
Elsewhere, Kawhi Leonard and Paul George com-
bined for 62 points as the Los Angeles Clippers
breezed to a 118-104 win over the top-seeded Utah
Jazz in game four of their Western Conference
series. They each scored 31 points, and George
added nine rebounds as the Clippers leveled the
best-of-seven series at 2-2.

Dynamic duo 
“We are both being aggressive and our team-

mates are finding us for open shots,” said Leonard.
Marcus Morris scored 22 of his 24 points during a
first half in which the Clippers led by as much as 29
points. Donovan Mitchell answered the bell by scor-
ing a team-high 37 points in the loss. Mitchell tied
the Utah franchise playoff record of six straight 30-
point outings held by former all-star Karl Malone.

Game five is today at Salt Lake City. “We did a
great job of making shots and getting stops when
we needed to,” said Leonard. “Everybody was help-
ing each other.” Leonard left the contest with 4:35
remaining after grabbing his knee, and did not

return. He exited after being bumped by Jazz’s Joe
Ingles. Leonard said he would be ready to go in

game five. Utah’s Mike Conley (hamstring) sat out
and has missed all four games of the series.  —AFP

Young shines as Hawks rally 
past Sixers, Clippers rout Jazz

ATLANTA: Tobias Harris #12 of the Philadelphia 76ers drives to the basket against the Atlanta Hawks during
Round 2, Game 4 of the Eastern Conference Playoffs on Monday at State Farm Arena. —AFP

Qatar’s Samba 
eyeing Tokyo
breakthrough
DOHA: Qatar’s Abderrahman Samba was thrown an
Olympic lifeline when the postponement of the
Tokyo Games allowed him to make a timely recovery
from injury that will see him ready to target a podi-
um finish in the 400m hurdles. The 25-year-old,
born in Saudi Arabia to Mauritanian parents but
now a naturalized Qatari, will head to the Japanese
capital alongside a handful of arch-rivals all on the
cusp of being capable of breaking the long-standing
world record in the event.

Samba came to prominence at the Asian Games
in 2018, going on to set what was at the time the
second fastest 400m hurdles time ever run - 46.98
seconds - later that year. After a bout of injury last
year, the fast-talking youngster, called “Baby” by his

coach, will be hoping to prove he is fully recovered
by winning a medal in Tokyo.

“The last year was very difficult due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, and there were many pitstops,”
Samba told AFP during a training session at Qatar’s
elite Aspire academy for athletes. “The first stop
was at the beginning of the season, and I was in
South Africa at that time, and the period was very
difficult for us. Then we came to Doha and stopped
for quarantine for two weeks, training suspension
dragged on for two months, so it was difficult to try
to maintain fitness.”

Despite the challenges posed by training amid
COVID-19 restrictions, Samba said the pandemic
was a blessing in disguise for his Olympic dreams.
“The opportunity posed by the postponement of
the Olympics to this summer was great because in
2019 I was injured, and my injury was significant,”
he said.

Tokyo will be Samba’s first Olympic outing while
it will be the second for Norwegian arch-rival
Karsten Warholm, who has clocked the second and
third fastest times in the event (46.87 in Stockholm

last  year and 46.92 in
Zurich in 2019) . Samba
had the opportunity to
experience top-f l ight
competition at the 2018
Asian Games that he said
wil l  stand him in good
stead for a clash against
two-time world champion
Warholm in Tokyo. “This
was a good opportunity
and gave me a similar taste
to the Olympics.”

Also in the running will
be American Rai Benjamin, who matched Samba’s
personal best when finishing second to Warholm in
Zurich. All three head to Japan capable of hunting
down American Kevin Young’s world record of
46.78, set back in 1992. Samba said he had fond
memories, but no regrets, of the 2018 Paris Diamond
League when he became just the second man to run
the event in under 47 seconds, clocking 46.98, just
0.20 off Young’s record. —AFP

Knights cruise 
past Canadiens 
in NHL semis
LOS ANGELES: Alec Martinez scored the eventual win-
ner and Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 28 shots as the
Vegas Golden Knights defeated the Montreal Canadiens
4-1 in the opening game of their NHL semi-final playoff
series. Shea Theodore finished with a goal and an assist,
while Mattias Janmark and Nick Holden also scored goals,
and Reilly Smith added two assists for the Knights in front
of a crowd of 17,800 at T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.

“The first goal was huge, and at the right time too
in the first period for us with how we were playing,”
Vegas coach Peter DeBoer said. “Gave us a little bit
of an opportunity to take a deep breath and kind of
gather ourselves and find our game. Thankfully
(Fleury) was our best player, gave us a chance to get
our legs, and then I really liked our game in the sec-
ond and third.”

The Knights won their fifth straight playoff game but
more importantly they set the early tone in the best-of-
seven series between the NHL’s most storied franchise
and the new kids on the block. Vegas is competing in
their third final four in just four seasons of existence.
Martinez made it 2-0 at 2:18 of the second period on a
one-timer from the right face-off circle. Theodore faked
a shot from the slot, bringing Price out of the crease,
before passing to the defenseman for his third goal.

Cole Caufield scored for Montreal, who saw their
seven-game playoff winning streak snapped. Goaltender
Carey Price, who has started all 11 postseason games,
finished with 26 saves. The Canadiens are seeking their
25th Stanley Cup title in franchise history. No one has
more. Fleury was once again one of the best players on
the ice, the Montreal native recording his 90th career
playoff victory, moving within two of Grant Fuhr for third
place on the all-time playoff wins list. Patrick Roy is first,
with 151 wins.

Vegas eliminated Colorado in six games in the second
round of the West Division playoffs. Montreal, who fin-
ished the regular season fourth in the North Division,
roared back from a 3-1 deficit to stun top-seeded
Toronto Maple Leafs in the first round. Because of the

COVID-19 pandemic, the two clubs have not played
since Jan 18, 2020, when the Canadiens defeated the
Golden Knights 5-4.  —AFP 

LAS VEGAS: Josh Anderson #17 of the Montreal Canadiens
takes a pass from teammate Brendan Gallagher #11 as
Alex Pietrangelo #7 of the Vegas Golden Knights defends
in the third period in Game One of the Stanley Cup semifi-
nals at T-Mobile Arena on Monday. —AFP

‘Punk rock’ hoops: 
Serbia aims for 3x3 
basketball glory 
NOVI SAD, Serbia: Four friends shoot hoops on a shady
court tucked between housing blocks in northern Serbia,
but this is not a casual afternoon get-together - the men
are training for the Olympics. The game, called 3x3 bas-
ketball, is played by millions on street courts across the
world but has struggled for recognition since its first
professional tournament in 2012.

While basketball is played on a full court with two
hoops and five players on each side, the 3x3 version is on
a half-size court with two teams of three shooting at the
same basket. This summer, 3x3 will make its Olympic
debut at the Tokyo Games - and Serbia are the runaway
favorites for gold. “We’re absolutely dominant. Anything
apart from the first place would be considered a failure”,
says Dusan Bulut, the number one ranked player in the
world. The Balkan nation has won four out of six World
Cups and currently tops the team and player rankings. In
fact, four out of the top five players in the world, includ-
ing Bulut, are Serbian. 

‘Think fast, be cheeky’ 
“While I was growing up, there was a basketball

court in every block in my neighborhood,” Bulut tells
AFP, standing on the court where he played as a child. He
has since refurbished it, with his nickname “Bulut-proof”
inscribed on concrete blocks around the court. “But we
spent a lot of time on this particular one. We’d come here
when we skipped school because nobody could see us.”

Before reaching stardom in 3x3, Bulut, now 35, was a
struggling point guard whose basketball career included
stints in Serbia and North Macedonia. “I wasn’t happy
with my life and the path which my career took,” Bulut
says. “I simply realised that I had attributes which should
make me successful, but the opportunity never came.”

He left to pursue a career in street basketball and
never looked back. However, Bulut insists the game he
once described as the “punk rock” of the basketball
world is not a discipline for rejects, but a game that
requires players to “think fast and be cheeky”. “It’s about
personal expression and creativity, whereas basketball is
more systematic and complex,” says Bulut. And the train-
ing regime and schedule are as punishing as any other
sport, adds Bulut’s teammate, 29-year-old Aleksandar
Ratkov. “When there was no COVID-19, we would travel
a lot during a season, as much as tennis pros do,” he says.

‘Turning point’ 
But no matter if it is one or two hoops, players from

the Balkan country are excelling in the NBA. Denver
Nuggets big man Nikola Jokic recently scooped the NBA
Most Valuable Player award, Vasilije Micic of Turkish club
Anadolu Efes was voted best player in the Euroleague
and Dusan Bulut tops the world rankings in 3x3 basket-
ball. The country was a major basketball name even dur-
ing the days of Yugoslavia, when the socialist authorities
provided a court in almost every neighbourhood.

Many future stars grew up on these courts, relent-
lessly copying their idols and playing amateur street
basketball tournaments. During the 1990s, the golden
era for basketball in Serbia, the game also provided
relief for young people from the extreme nationalist
regime of Slobodan Milosevic. “Basketball is a sport
where you constantly face difficult situations, and I
think the way of life in Serbia is just like that,” says
Bulut. —AFP

Tendulkar tips 
India quicks to 
stun N Zealand
NEW DELHI: Cricket legend Sachin
Tendulkar said New Zealand will be well
prepared for this week’s World Test
Championship final but warned that
India’s fast bowlers could deliver the
“knockout blow”. In an interview with
AFP, the record-breaking batsman said
India can draw on their stunning Test
win in Australia as they prepare to take
on the in-form Kiwis. While New
Zealand thumped England by eight
wickets to clinch a 1-0 Test series win
on Sunday, Virat Kohli’s team last played
in March and are coming out of a stint
in quarantine.

But India upset the odds to beat

Australia in January, and Tendulkar point-
ed to their wealth of pace options for the
inaugural championship’s title clash start-
ing Friday in Southampton. Swing bowler
Bhuvneshwar Kumar did not make the
squad, but India can call on Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohammed Shami, Mohammed
Siraj, Umesh Yadav and Ishant Sharma.
“All these guys are talented bowlers and
successful bowlers,” Tendulkar told AFP
yesterday. “They would go out and do
their best and are fully capable of launch-
ing a knockout blow.”

Tendulkar said it would be a toss-up
between the veteran Ishant and the up-
and-coming Siraj, who starred in
Australia, for a place in the starting XI.
“It will be a nice challenge for the team
management to have in front of them
where you have more bowlers who are
capable of playing and delivering,” he
said. “All these bowlers are terrific
bowlers. I have not seen their practice

sessions and don’t know who is in good
rhythm or not. I feel it is going to be
between Ishant and Siraj.”

Siraj, 27, played a key role in India’s
triumph in Australia as they recovered
from a heavy loss to win the four-match
series 2-1, sealed with a memorable vic-
tory by their second-stringers in
Brisbane. But despite India’s pace stocks,
Tendulkar also expected spinners
Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja to make the team with their ability
to bat in the middle order.

“I see a high probability there
because both spinners can bat,”
Tendulkar said, when asked about India’s
chances of playing two spinners. “And if
the wicket starts assisting spinners they
can win the game. And if the wicket does
not offer much to fast bowlers, for some
reason, then we have the option of spin-
ners who can bat.”

Tendulkar was speaking after donating

blood on World Blood Donor Day, June 14,
and he called on Indians to support the
cause even during the coronavirus pan-
demic. While the difference in prepara-
tions between the two teams is stark, he
said the final would be an equal match-up
between the top two in the Test rankings.
“New Zealand will be high on confidence
and better prepared for the World Test
Championship final after having played
two matches in England and won. We
(India) are also confident... We have a very
well-balanced team and so does New
Zealand. “Preparation-wise New Zealand
have had that advantage of playing two
Test matches. India has done whatever
best they could due to number of chal-
lenges posted by COVID-19.” The former
Indian skipper said that while the current
team had “many individuals who can have
a great impact on a match”, their com-
bined strength would give them the win-
ning edge.—AFP

Billionaire admits 
cheating to beat 
Indian chess champ
NEW DELHI: A young Indian billionaire has
admitted to cheating in a shock win over five-
time chess world champion Viswanathan Anand,
saying it was for “fun and charity”. Online bro-
kerage firm founder Nikhil  Kamath took on
Anand during an online charity event on Sunday
and caused quite a stir when he came out on top
in a 30-minute rapid game.

The next day he admitted to using “comput-
ers” and the help of “people analyzing the game”
to gain the upper hand. “It is ridiculous that so
many are thinking that I really beat Vishy sir in a
chess game, that is almost like me waking up and
winning a 100mt race with Usain Bolt,” Kamath
tweeted. “In hindsight, it was quite silly as I
didn’t realize al l  the confusion that can get
caused due to this. Apologies.”

Anand, acclaimed as the greatest player India
has produced, played - and beat - a number of
celebrity guests including cricketer Yuzvendra
Chahal and Bollywood actor Aamir Khan during
the event . The 51-year-old grandmaster
appeared to play down the whole af fa ir.
“Yesterday was a celebrity simul for people to

raise money It was a fun experience upholding
the ethics of the game,” he wrote on Twitter. “I
just played the position (on the) board and
expected the same from everyone.”

India’s chess federation saw the incident as
violating the spirit of the game. “We don’t expect
anybody to get help from computers, at the
national and state level we are following the pro-
tocols ,”  the federat ion’s  secretary Bharat
Chauhan told local media. “(Kamath) was doing it
for charity, he shouldn’t have done. This is really
bad,” he added. Anand won his first world title
aged 30, and enjoyed great rivalries with the
l ikes of Russian champions Gary Kasparov,
Vladimir Kramnik and Soviet-born Israeli Boris
Gelfand. —AFP

NOVI SAD: Serbia’s 3x3 basketball national team
player Dusan Bulut controls the ball during training
on June 7, 2021. —AFP

Abderrahman Samba


