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Adolescents aged 12-15 to  
be vaccinated from August

Over 30 vaccination centers in Kuwait • Direct flights to UK to resume 
KUWAIT: Health Ministry Undersecretary Dr 
Mustafa Redha said a plan has been set in line with 
global recommendations and specialized bodies’ 
guidelines to vaccinate pregnant women and chil-
dren aged 12-15 against COVID-19. Speaking dur-
ing a news conference on the latest developments 
on the health situation, Dr Redha elaborated that 
global studies and recommendations showed the 
safety of vaccines for children.  

Dr Redha revealed registration for vaccinating 
adolescents will begin in July and the vaccination 
process will start in August. During the next period, 
vaccines will be optionally given to pregnant 
women, as studies have proven the safety of vac-
cines for this category, he added.  

Dr Redha said Kuwait has launched more than 
30 centers to provide coronavirus vaccines to peo-
ple across the country. The ministry has made many 

efforts that led to a decline in the death rate to one 
percent of total infected cases, he said. Since 
announcing the first COVID-19 case, the ministry 
has been ready to deal with the pandemic by 
increasing the number of beds, intensive care units, 
ambulances and field hospitals, and providing med-
ications and accredited vaccines, he affirmed.  

The ministry has been keen to declare transparent-
ly the number of infections and patients in hospitals 
and ICUs, Dr Redha said, adding up to 43,000 vac-
cine doses were given to people on Monday, which 
reflects the rapid pace of the vaccination process.  

Meanwhile, Assistant Undersecretary for Public 
Health Affairs Dr Buthainah Al-Mudhaf said the 
ministry is following up the epidemical situation in 
Kuwait and the world. She noted that there was an 
increase in cases and patients at hospitals and ICUs  
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More than 3,000 students from 75 schools 
participated in the largest art competi-
tion for students in Kuwait, organized by 

Kuwait Times under the theme ‘Frontline Heroes 
of Kuwait’. The objective of the competition was 
to show support and respect to frontliners who 
continue to serve and help us in this difficult time. 
The competition encouraged students to show-
case their artistic skills with drawings that portray 
the ‘Frontline Heroes of Kuwait’.  

See Pages 8-10 for the winning entries.  

Student Art Competition:  
Frontline Heroes of Kuwait

By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: The court of cassation yesterday 
said former leading opposition MP Bader Al-
Dahoum, whose election win was nullified, has 
no right to challenge the constitutional court 
ruling. Dahoum was disqualified to run in the 
Dec 5 general polls on the grounds that he was 
convicted in 2014 in court for insulting HH the 
Amir. The decision was upheld by the lower 
court. 

But the courts of appeals and cassation over-
turned the ruling and allowed Dahoum to con-
test the polls, which he did and won a seat 
impressively. However, three voters in his con-
stituency challenged his election to the constitu-
tional court, which nullified his election and 
barred him from contesting polls for life because 
of his 2014 conviction for insulting HH the Amir. 

Continued on Page 2 

Cassation court  
quashes petition  
by ex-MP Dahoum

GENEVA: US President Joe Biden 
pressed Vladimir Putin at their summit 
yesterday to replace the combustible 
US-Russian stand-off with a more 
“predictable” relationship between 
“two great powers” capable of agree-
ing to disagree. The two leaders 
wrapped up their first summit shortly 
after 5 pm (1500 GMT), after around 
three-and-a-half hours of meetings at 
an elegant villa in Geneva. 

At the start of the meeting early 
yesterday afternoon, they shook 
hands, striking cautiously positive 
notes. But Biden quickly got to the 
point: His desire to take US-Russian 
relations off their increasingly unsta-
ble trajectory, in which Washington 
accuses the Kremlin of everything 
from meddling in elections to cyber-
warfare. 

“It’s always better to meet face to 
face,” he told Putin as they met in the 
villa’s library, with a globe placed 
between them. “We are trying to 
determine where we have a mutual 
interest, where we can cooperate; and 
where we don’t, establish a pre-
dictable and rational way in which we 
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Biden pushes  
Putin for stable  
relationship

AGRA, India: The Taj Mahal 
reopened to visitors yesterday, as 
Indian authorities loosened restrictions 
following an easing in the country’s 
devastating recent coronavirus surge. 
Infections and deaths soared to record 
levels in April and May, overwhelming 
health services in some places and 
prompting lockdowns and other curbs. 

Cases have declined in recent 
weeks, with several major cities 

including New Delhi and Mumbai 
easing many restrictions. In Agra, 
where the Taj Mahal is located, tourist 
guides and shopkeepers were upbeat 
as India’s top tourist attraction sprung 
back to life yesterday. The 17th-cen-
tury monument of love built by 
Mughal emperor Shah Jahan was shut 
in March last year, reopened in 
September and closed again in April. 

Crowds were thin on the first day 
of the reopening, with authorities 
restricting visitor numbers to 650 per 
day. COVID-19 precautions meant 
visitors were not allowed to touch the 
shining marble mausoleum, but those 
making the pilgrimage to one of the 
New Seven Wonders of the World 
were still delighted.  — AFP 

GENEVA: US President Joe Biden and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands 
as they arrive at Villa La Grange for the start of their summit yesterday. — AFP

AGRA: Tourists take souvenir photos at the Taj Mahal after it reopened to visitors 
yesterday. — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian protesters hold a demonstration on the border with the Zionist 
entity on Tuesday. — AFP 

Taj Mahal  
reopens as  
curbs eased

GAZA CITY: The Zionist entity carried 
out strikes on Gaza early yesterday, the 
first flare-up since a major conflict killed 
hundreds last month. Tensions later rose 
again in the occupied West Bank, where 
the Zionist army shot a Palestinian woman. 

The strikes on the Palestinian enclave 
of Gaza were the first under the new 
coalition government headed by Naftali 
Bennett, who took over on Sunday after 
ousting longtime prime minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. The renewed violence came a 
day after more than a thousand Jewish 
ultranationalist demonstrators bearing 
Zionist flags poured into Jerusalem’s flash-

point Old City, with scores of police 
deployed and international monitors urg-
ing calm. 

According to Palestinian sources, the 
Zionist air force targeted at least one site 
east of Khan Yunis, in the south of the 
Gaza Strip. The Zionist military said that in 
response to “arson balloons”, its “fighter 
jets struck military compounds belonging 
to the Hamas terror organization”. It said 
“facilities and meeting sites for terror 
operatives” in Khan Yunis were targeted.  

In the West Bank yesterday, a 
Palestinian woman was shot after attempt-
ing to drive into Zionist soldiers in a car 
and attack them with a knife, the military 
said. The Palestinian health ministry said 
the woman died of her wounds. The inci-
dent took place near Hizma, south of 
Ramallah. Official Palestinian news web-
site Wafa identified the woman as Mai 
Afana, 29, from the town of Abu Dis, just 
outside Jerusalem. — AFP 

Zionists strike 
Gaza, kill West  
Bank woman

THE HAGUE: Britain’s Karim Khan took office yes-
terday as the new prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court with a promise to “revive” the trou-
bled tribunal after several high-profile failures. Khan, 
who inherits a bulging file of tough cases including in 
the Palestinian territories, Afghanistan and the 
Philippines, lamented the previous track record of 
the Hague-based ICC in terms of convictions. 

The remarks by the 51-year-old former defense 
lawyer come after outgoing prosecutor Fatou 
Bensouda was criticized for a string of setbacks 
including the acquittal of former Ivory Coast presi-
dent Laurent Gbagbo. “The proof of the pudding is 
in the eating - we have to perform in trial. We cannot 
invest so much, we cannot raise expectations so high, 
and achieve so little so often in the courtroom,” Khan 
said in a speech after his swearing-in ceremony. 

The barrister indicated that he may focus on few-
er cases than his ambitious predecessor, adding that 
priorities were “building stronger cases and getting 
better results”. “My aim is to build upon what works, 
to build on the solid ground that exists. But also to 
repair what is broken, to rejuvenate, to revive in the 
quest for greater efficiency and greater impact,” 
Khan said. — AFP 

New ICC chief 
vows to ‘revive’  
troubled tribunal


