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Speaker calls for session  
to debate financial state

Opposition to meet today to discuss options
By B Izzak 
 
KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouk 
Al-Ghanem said yesterday he has invited MPs and 
the government for a special meeting on Thursday 
to debate the financial status of the country. 

During the session, Minister of Finance Khalifa 
Hamada is expected to brief the Assembly on the 
sovereign wealth fund, which holds assets estimat-
ed at under $600 billion and the state reserve fund 
which the government claims is cash-strapped. 

The session used to be held ahead of debating 
and approving the state budget, but this year the 
session was delayed because of the disputes 
between opposition MPs and the government. Last 
week, Ghanem called for a special session to 
debate the state budget and the meeting witnessed 
unprecedented scenes between opposition and 
pro-government MPs. 

At the same time, opposition MPs are scheduled 
to meet today to discuss the course of action and 
whether to submit a number of motions to debate  

Continued on Page 2 

5 die in US hot air balloon crash 
 
LOS ANGELES: Five people died in a hot air 
balloon accident in Albuquerque, in the south-
western United States, the city’s police 
announced Saturday. The accident caused pow-
er outages in the area for several hours after the 
balloon came into contact with a power line. 
“Unfortunately, 4 individuals died as a result of 
their wounds from the hot air balloon crash,” 
Albuquerque police said on Twitter, adding that 
one person was taken to a hospital in critical 
condition. Authorities said later Saturday that 
the adult male had died of his injuries. — AFP

Lebanon hails narcotics bust  
 
BEIRUT: Lebanon yesterday hailed a coordinated 
narcotics bust with Saudi authorities that led to the 
seizure of 14.4 million amphetamine pills in the Red 
Sea port of Jeddah. Saudi customs officials found 
the captagon tablets “hidden in iron sheets coming 
from Lebanon”, the official Saudi Press Agency 
reported on Saturday. Lebanon’s interior minister 
Mohammed Fahmi praised “the coordination 
between the Lebanese internal security forces and 
the Saudi forces, which led... to seizing” the smug-
gled captagon. — AFP 

Concerns in Iran over Internet  
 
TEHRAN: A group of Iranian lawmakers are 
working on a draft bill that could further restrict 
access to the Internet, a reformist newspaper said 
yesterday. The bill calls for “organizing social 
media” and the banning of virtual private network 
(VPN) software used widely by Iranians to bypass 
internet restrictions and blocks imposed on several 
social media websites, according to Etemad. Over 
the past few days, Internet users in Iran have 
expressed concern over the draft bill proposed by 
some conservative lawmakers, who hold the major-
ity in parliament since 2020. — AFP

Manure outside Daily Mail HQ 
 
LONDON: British police said they arrested 
several protesters, believed to be with climate 
activist group Extinction Rebellion, after manure 
was dumped outside the London offices of the 
Daily Mail newspaper yesterday. “At around 
06.40 am (0540 GMT), a group of protesters 
emptied manure from a truck outside a commer-
cial property in Young Street, Kensington,” 
Metropolitan Police said in a statement. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: Iraqi President Barham Saleh (second right) and Prime Minister 
Mustafa Al-Kazemi (left) receive Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi (right), 
and Jordan’s King Abdullah II (second left) in Baghdad yesterday. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Egypt’s President Abdel 
Fattah Al-Sisi and Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II held a tripartite summit 
with Iraq’s president yesterday, in the 
first visit by an Egyptian head of state 
to Baghdad in three decades. 

Iraqi President Barham Saleh and 
Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhemi 
received the Egyptian and Jordanian 
leaders, with Saleh saying the meeting 

was “an eloquent message amid enor-
mous regional challenges”. 

“Iraq’s recovery paves the way to an 
integrated system for our region built 
on the fight against extremism, respect 
for sovereignty and economic partner-
ship,” Saleh said on Twitter. Kadhemi’s 
office said the summit would address 
topics including political and economic 
cooperation, in particular strengthening 
investment, and “joint efforts in the fight 
against terrorism”. 

Iraq is seeking to move closer to 
Arab allies of the United States in the 
Middle East including Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and Jordan. Squeezed between 
Iran to the east and Saudi Arabia to 

Continued on Page 2 

Iraq, Egypt  
and Jordan  
hold summit 

BODRUM, Turkey: The Russians are 
finally coming but the mayor of this 
empty Turkish resort doubts their 
converted rubles will save what looks 
to be another lost summer. “We 
closed the last tourism season down 
75 percent,” Bodrum mayor Ahmet 
Aras told AFP in a lavish library over-

looking the Aegean Sea. 
“We expect a recovery from July 

with the start of flights from Russia 
and Europe,” but for the sector over-
all, “that will not happen for a few 
more years,” he said. Pandemic curbs 
on travel wrecked Turkey’s economy 
by depriving it of foreign revenue to 
finance debt and support the lira. The 
lack of tourists played a large part in 
the lira’s slide from six to the dollar in 
March 2020 to around 8.7 now. 

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
government needed an urgent fix 
therefore to quell public 

Continued on Page 2 

Turkish resort  
frets over 2nd  
lost summer

BAGHDAD: In Iraq, a war-scarred 
country awash with weapons, a row 
over a duck or a cockerel or even 
squabbling between children can 
degenerate into deadly tribal clashes. 
Two weeks ago, a child was killed and 
four people wounded when two tribes 
traded fire with Kalashnikov assault 
rifles and rockets in a dispute over a 
1,000-dinar ($0.68 cents) loan. 

The incident in the south’s Missan 
province came after a nine-year-old 
from the Al-Faratsa tribe refused to 
return money he had borrowed from a 

friend, also nine, from the tribe Al-Bou 
Ali. The debtor was slapped by the 
father of the lender-and then all hell 
broke loose. The casualties were all 
passers-by, said Sattar Jabbar, who 
heads a non-governmental organiza-
tion that provides assistance to chil-
dren. “None of them belonged to the 
tribes” involved, he said. 

A week later, also in Missan, rival 
members of a tribe fought with swords 
because one side had insulted a reli-
gious figure venerated by the other. 
Three people were killed, two seriously 
wounded and seven people arrested. 

In the city of Kut, in Wasit province, 
a duck was the source of a dispute 
between two women from different 
tribes that left a young man dead, said 
a local official, declining to be named 
for security reasons.  

Continued on Page 2 

In tribal Iraq, 
petty fights 
turn lethal

AR RADWANIYAH, Iraq: Iraqi tribal elders gather at a funeral assembly in the 
Radwaniyah district, west of the capital Baghdad. — AFP

BODRUM, Turkey: Ukrainian tourists (right) walk next to Turkish people in 
Bodrum, on the Aegean Sea, southwestern Turkey. —AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwaitis wearing face masks walk at The Avenues Mall in Kuwait City yester-
day as people vaccinated against COVID-19 can only enter malls, restaurants, cultural 
centers, and cinemas, according to the law. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Facilities breaching vaccine 
rules to face KD 5k fine
KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality 
teams were yesterday inspecting 
shops, malls, coffee shops and 
gyms in different governorates to 
make sure only people who 
received COVID-19 vaccines were 
allowed to enter, or the facility 
would be fined with KD 5,000. The 
inspections were in compliance 
with a government decision to only 
allow vaccinated persons to enter 
these facilities starting yesterday.  

Director of inspection and serv-
ices follow up department at 
Ahmadi office, Saad Al-Shaiba, said 

teams were working round-the-
clock to make sure only vaccinated 
persons enter shopping malls, 
restaurants, salons and coffee 
shops. He said owners of the facili-
ties were complying with the gov-
ernment’s decision, which was part 
of efforts to curb the spread of 
coronavirus.  

Al-Shaiba said the Municipality 
carried out an awareness campaign 
before execution of the decision, so 
the teams would take all legal 
measures against people violating 

Continued on Page 2 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday National 

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. He also 
received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Furthermore, 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince 
received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and 

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Nazaha (Integrity) 
Enhancement Abdullah Yousef Al-Roumi. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Crown Prince receives 
Speaker, Premier, Deputies

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of State for Nazaha Enhancement Abdullah 
Yousef Al-Roumi.

Continued from Page 1 
 
 the decision. Sulaiman Al-Ghais, Director of viola-

tions at Municipality’s Al-Jahra office, said teams in 
Al-Jahra were accompanied by a police force in order 
to enforce the implementation of the government 
decision.  Al-Ghais, speaking to KUNA, commended 
managements of shopping malls and gyms to make 
sure non-vaccinated persons were not allowed to 
enter the facilities. He said a facility would be fined 
KD 5,000 if it allowed non-vaccinated persons, 
unless the management proved the visitor breached 
the restriction decision.  

Kuwait government decided on June 17 it would 
allow access to most public venues only for fully vac-
cinated people, in an effort to contain the spread of 
the Delta coronavirus variant, which has been behind 
a sharp rise in new infections. As per the new rules, 
only those who have had both doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine will be allowed to enter large shopping malls, 
gyms and salons, in addition to state bodies that pro-
vide services. On public venue admission for those 
vaccinated, a smartphone app called “Immune” will 
be valid proof of immunization and subsequent entry 
to these venues.  

Meanwhile, Abdullah Jaber, head of the Capital 
health requirements implementation department, said 
teams were touring the shopping malls, gyms, restau-
rants, coffee shops, cinema theaters and cultural cen-
ters to make sure they were in compliance with the 
government’s decision. — KUNA 

Facilities breaching 
vaccine rules to...
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 the south, it has been trying to establish itself as 

a mediator since the defeat of the Islamic State 
group in late 2017. 

Sisi told Saleh that Egypt “looked forward to 
developing cooperation with Iraq into a sustainable 
framework of economic integration and strategic 
cooperation”, according to a statement from Sisi’s 
office. It said Saleh expressed Iraq’s “keenness to 

raise cooperation with Egypt to the level of strate-
gic partnership... as a cornerstone for maintaining 
regional security and stability”. 

Sisi is the first Egyptian president to visit Baghdad 
since Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein’s troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. Relations between Baghdad and 
Cairo have improved in recent years, and officials 
from the two countries have conducted visits. The 
Jordanian king visited in early 2019 for the first time 
in 10 years. Media reports revealed that Iranian and 
Saudi officials met in Baghdad in April, their first 
high-level meeting since Riyadh cut diplomatic ties 
with Tehran in 2016. The countries have backed 
opposite sides of several regional conflicts, from 
Syria to Iraq and Yemen, where a Saudi-led military 
coalition is fighting the Houthi rebels. — AFP

Iraq, Egypt  
and Jordan...
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“They squabbled over who owned the duck and their 

tribes, the Al-Hassaniya and the Al-Zubeid, fired live 
rounds and grenades,” he said, adding that the dead 
man belonged to one of the tribes but had not taken 
part in the fighting. 

Lawmaker Abbud Al-Issawi blames such petty but 
lethal violence on the “collapse of the state in 2003” fol-
lowing the toppling of dictator Saddam Hussein in a US-
led invasion. The “proliferation of weapons and arms 
trafficking” are also to blame, said Issawi, who heads a 
parliamentary committee on tribal affairs. 

Gun-toting Iraqis have become a feature of the 
country of 39 million people, experts say. In 2017, at 
least 7.6 million small arms were owned by around 20 
million adults, according to the Small Arms Survey 
organization which tracks weapons and armed violence 
around the globe. 

But many more guns remain unregistered in Iraq, 
said the group. Tribes are powerful actors in Iraq, par-
ticularly in its oil-rich south, where they have their own 
moral and judicial codes as well as huge caches of arms. 
Videos posted on social media regularly show rockets, 
heavy machine guns and even armored vehicles being 
used in tribal clashes. 

And when fights break out, tribal elders gather to 

settle the dispute, with their verdict overriding the law 
of the land. Up until the ouster of Saddam, state law 
took precedence over tribal law. Under federal law in 
post-Saddam Iraq, armed confrontations are officially 
considered acts of “terrorism” that carry the death 
penalty. Iraq’s respected religious leadership, based in 
the rural south where it has many followers, has weighed 
in on the side of authorities. 

Top cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani has said the 
pitched battles that often rock the south have “plunged 
the entire country into a spiral of instability and under-
development”. But even the words of such a revered 
figure as Sistani appear to have fallen on deaf ears. In 
the village of Bani Hashem in eastern Iraq, a football 
match between the Al-Freijat and Al-Rissetem tribes 
ended with a deadly score-one fatality and five 
wounded-after two players quarreled. A tribal council 
met and ordered $13,000 in “blood money” be paid to 
the family of the dead man, a policeman with knowl-
edge of the case told AFP. But some tribal conflicts can 
run for months if not years, according to Sheikh Yaarab 
Al-Mohammedawi, a tribal elder from the southern 
province of Basra. A dispute over sewerage that has 
left three dead has been running for four months with 
no settlement in sight, he said. 

“The state must control the flow of arms and socie-
ty must put aside the language of weapons and adopt 
the culture of dialogue,” the sheikh said. But not just 
yet, as apparently petty disputes continue to kill in 
Iraq. In Diwaniya, a rural province known for its poul-
try, a rooster in heat trespassed onto a neighbor’s land 
in search of hens, sparking a battle in which two peo-
ple died.—AFP

In tribal Iraq, 
petty fights...
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 discontent. He tried to coax tourists to Turkish 

beaches with exemptions from weekend curfews and 
other coronavirus rules. But quarantines placed on 
travellers returning from Turkey laid the government’s 
plans to waste. In 2019, Bodrum airport welcomed a 
record 4.34 million tourists to a city dubbed the 
“Turkish Saint-Tropez”. 

Traffic slumped by two-thirds last year however, 
and the airport recorded just 350,000 arrivals between 
January and May. Things are finally looking up, and 
Turkish leaders have their fingers crossed. “God will-
ing, we will jump-start tourism and have a tourist 
push,” Erdogan said this month. 

Russia this week lifted a Turkish travel ban that was 
officially imposed because of the coronavirus but 
which coincided with a spike in geopolitical tensions. 
And more people are expected once EU travel rules 
ease on July 1. But the scenic city that stretches from 
the sea to rolling hills bears little resemblance to the 
playground of jetsetters and moneyed Istanbulites of 
the past. “You see all the boats resting on the shore, 
maybe one of them goes on tour a day,” guide organiz-
er Baris Kasal lamented. “We said the last season was 
‘dead’. We are calling this one ‘the walking dead’,” he 
quipped. “There’s been a little bit of movement but it’s 
very, very weak.” Russians make up the largest share of 
tourists because Turkey is one of the main holiday des-
tinations they can reach without a visa. 

Bodrum airport operations manager Iclal Kayaoglu 
said it was handling just a tenth of the passengers it did 
in 2019. “It’s primarily the Russians and British who vis-
it,” she said. 

Russians found a way to sneak in even when travel 
was banned by the Kremlin. The number of arrivals 
from Poland spiked after they opted for a circuitous 
route. Yet shop owners say the business these holiday-
makers drum up barely covers the debts and state 

loans they took on to survive last summer. 
“Last year was like a joke, but we thought it was just 

that one time, and that we would get over it,” said 
leather shop owner Engin Erkan. “But we are on our 
second year now. We are not strong enough to keep 
standing.” Bodrum Chamber of Commerce board 
chairman Mahmut Serdar Kocadon said he did not 
expect tourism levels to return to pre-pandemic levels 
for at least two more years. 

Local business revenues were down 80 percent 
from their highs in 2019, he said. “We’ve reached a 
point where businesses are standing on the brink of 
bankruptcy,” Kocadon said.  

In 2019, Turkey hosted 45 million tourists. The 
tourism minister lowered the target to 30 million after 
the country entered a full lockdown in late April to save 
its summer season, but few now think that goal will be 
reached. The tourists who are here-many of them 
Ukrainians and other eastern Europeans-are delighted 
to have the sun to themselves. “We didn’t travel last 
year, but this year we decided to go to the seaside,” 
said Ukrainian Michael Grunnyi while holidaying with 
his wife and daughter. “For Ukraine, Europe is now 
closed. Turkey is perfect because of the COVID situa-
tion.” But the mayor of Bodrum sounded frustrated. 
“You cannot just open in July and expect to recover,” 
Aras said. “It does not work that way.” — AFP 

Turkish resort  
frets over 2nd...
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key issues in the next Assembly session sched-

uled for July 6. MP Mohammad Al-Rasheedi said he 
will host the evening meeting of the opposition for 
“consultations and coordination”. 

Opposition lawmakers are contemplating a num-
ber of issues including the grilling of ministers, 
amending a law that currently punishes politicians 
for life if they are convicted of insulting religions 

and HH the Amir, a law proposing to amend the 
election law and the resignation of MP Yousef Al-
Fadhalah. 

The opposition is preparing to demand holding 
a special session to debate those issues but lead-
ing opposition MP Obaid Al-Wasmi said that no 
motion has been submitted yet and the opposition 
will decide the next course of action at the sched-
uled meeting. Opposition MP Muhannad Al-Sayer 
meanwhile said he has prepared a motion calling 
to give priority to debating the grilling of ministers 
ahead of that of HH the prime minister. He said that 
a number of MPs have signed the motion and oth-
ers will follow. He said that he is proposing to 
debate the grillings of ministers during the regular 
session on July 6. 

Speaker calls 
for session to...BODRUM: This aerial view taken on June 17, 2021 

shows the city of Bodrum, on the Aegean Sea, 
southwestern Turkey. — AFP
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Kuwait enforces restrictions
on unvaccinated people

KUWAIT: Kuwait began yesterday enforcing a Cabinet
decision limiting entrance to malls, restaurants, cafes, gyms,
salons, parks, museums and cultural facilities to people vac-
cinated against COVID-19. To enter, a person will have to
show their vaccination status on the Immune or Kuwait

Mobile ID apps. People whose status shows in green (fully
vaccinated) or orange (one dose or less than two weeks
after their second dose) can enter, while people whose sta-
tus appears in red (unvaccinated) will be denied entry.
People who cannot be vaccinated must show a certificate

from the health ministry, while pregnant women can choose
either to vaccinate or produce a similar certificate from the
ministry. Children under the age of 16 can enter without
restrictions. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat, Fouad Al-
Sheikh and KUNA
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News in brief

KUWAIT: Two traditional ships displayed at the Kuwait Maritime Museum in Kuwait City. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

PACI branch reopens

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Civil
Information’s Al-Qurain branch reopened yes-
terday after being temporarily closed due to
COVID-19 measures. Official working hours
are from Sunday to Thursday (9:00 am to 1:00
pm) with applications taken only after an
appointment is made every Saturday on the
PACI official website. — KUNA

Water project in Yemen

ADEN: Kuwait Society for Relief has complet-
ed a sustainable water project that will provide
clean water to over 3,000 families at a district
in Yemen’s Taez governorate. The artesian well
consists of a 100 cubic meter container and a
2,200 meter-long pump line, dug at a 300-
meter depth, the head of the Yemeni charity
tasked with executing the project said. He
added that the sustainable project will benefit
six localities, who have been suffering from a
lack of water. — KUNA

OIC condemns attacks

RIYADH: Secretary General of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Dr
Yousef bin Ahmed Al-Othaimeen strongly
condemned yesterday “the terrorist Houthi
militia’s” launching of two ballistic missiles and
bomb-laden UAVs towards civilians in the
southern region of Saudi Arabia. Dr
Othaimeen in a statement praised capabilities
of the Saudi air defense forces that intercept-
ed and destroyed the ballistic missiles and
bomb-laden UAVs before reaching their tar-
gets. He also reiterated OIC’s support for all
measures being taken by Saudi Arabia to pro-
tect civilians and combat the Houthi militia’s
acts, in accordance with international humani-
tarian law and norms. — KUNA

Kuwait recorded
9,787 drug related
court cases in 
5 years: Official
KUWAIT: The number of drug related court cases
in Kuwait was 9,787 in the past five years, with 327
related deaths, said head of Al-Sabah Medical
Specialist Area Dr Ahmad Al-Shatti. His remarks
were made during the Ministry of Health’s celebra-
tion of the International Day against Drug Abuse and

Illicit Trafficking yesterday. He called for different
sectors in the country to exert further efforts to pro-
tect society against the dangers of drugs, including
crimes, car crash and money laundering. In the same
context, Shatti noted the efforts of the Addiction
Treatment Center at Al-Sabah Medical Area in treat-
ing drug addicts and bringing awareness to society
on the issue. Meanwhile, head of the center Dr Adel
Al-Zayed said that the coronavirus lockdown period
made drug prices go higher as it was harder to
smuggle it to the country. This step encouraged a lot
of people to seek treatment at the center to end their
addiction. In 2010, the center turned into a rehabili-
tation center, providing continuous programs for
those who overcame addiction, he added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday chaired the 124th meeting of the Supreme Petroleum Council
at Seif Palace. Participants in the meeting discussed items listed on the session agenda. — KUNA

Kuwait PM heads Supreme
Petroleum Council meeting

Kuwait to launch
studies for renewable
energy enterprises
KUWAIT: Kuwait Authority for Partnership
Projects is seeking to assign a consultative entity for
studying and promoting enterprises for producing
electricity from renewable resources. The authority’s
director Fadhila Al-Hassan said yesterday that the
authority is cooperating with the Ministry of
Electricity and Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research to assign the consultative house for that
purpose. Hassan said in an interview that the most
prominent future renewable energy enterprises are
Al-Dabdaba power station and the third phase of
Al-Shagaya renewable energy project, prospected
to put out some 3,000 megawatts. The authority is
currently seeking to assign a single consultancy

body to study both enterprises, she added. A con-
sultancy house will be selected to prepare studies
and documents and promote the enterprises accord-
ing to Law 39/2010 and its amendments. This will
entail setting up a shareholding Kuwaiti company to
take charge of building power and water desalina-
tion plants in the country. On the occasion of her
recently appointment to the post, Hassan indicated
that she would shoulder responsibilities that warrant
a successful team capable of serving public inter-
ests. Regarding Al-Zour power station that has
become a shareholding company, she said this ven-
ture was the first of its kind to be launched, accord-
ing to Law 39/2010, and its modifications. Moreover,
it was the first one to be set up through public sub-
scription. This project, which earned international
awards, had become operational within a record
short period. It contributes with 10 percent of the
national power need and 20 percent of consumed
water. All data have shown that partnership is suc-
cessful in Kuwait and that other ventures of such
nature can be launched, Hassan has affirmed. —

KUWAIT: Greece’s Special Envoy to the Middle East and North Africa, accompanied with Greek Ambassador to
Kuwait Konstantinos Piperigos, met Sheikh Mubarak Abdullah Al-Sabah recently. The envoy, who also heads
Kuwait-Greek friendship committee, discussed economic cooperation between the two countries along with
other issues of mutual interest.
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RAMALLAH: Palestinian plain-clothed security officers car-
rying stones charge a protester during a rally in the city of
Ramallah in the occupied West Bank, protesting the death
of human rights activist Nizar Banat while in the custody
of Palestinian Authority (PA) security forces. —AFP

Moscow posts record daily COVID deaths
Asia-Pacific countries lock down to tackle fresh waves

MOSCOW: Passengers sit in the subway, in Moscow yesterday amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. —AFP

MOSCOW: Moscow yesterday recorded the worst
daily coronavirus death toll so far for a Russian
city, as countries across the Asia-Pacific region
extended or reimposed restrictions to tackle fresh
waves of infections. The pandemic has now killed
close to four million people across the world but
vaccination drives have brought down infection
numbers in many wealthy countries, though the
Delta strain of the virus remains a concern.

The variant is now in 85 countries and is the
most contagious of any COVID-19 strain identi-
fied, according to the World Health Organization.
Still, in much of Europe and the United States
curbs on daily life are easing as vaccination pro-
grams bear fruit, although Russia is grappling with
a deadly third wave. The Russian capital yesterday
recorded 144 COVID-19 deaths in the last 24
hours, a day after Saint Petersburg set the previ-
ous highest figure.

Saint Petersburg has hosted six Euro 2020
matches and is due to host a quarter-final on
Friday, with spectator numbers capped at half but

still upwards of 26,000 people. Russia as a whole
has seen an explosion of new infections since mid-
June driven by the Delta variant.

The dramatic rise in cases comes as officials in
Moscow are pushing vaccine-skeptical Russians to
get inoculated after lifting most anti-virus restric-
tions late last year. “To stop the pandemic, one
thing is needed: rapid, large-scale vaccinations.
Nobody has invented any other solution,” Moscow
mayor Sergei Sobyanin told state-run television on
Saturday.

‘Up in smoke’ 
The Delta variant is also feeding fresh outbreaks

in Southeast Asia and Australia where authorities
have brought back or prolonged restrictions. More
than five million Sydney residents endured their
first full day of a two-week lockdown yesterday to
contain an outbreak of the strain. Restaurants, bars
and cafes were shuttered and stay-at-home orders
were issued, leaving the city center virtually
deserted. “Given how contagious this strain of the

virus is, we do anticipate that in the next few days
case numbers are likely to increase even beyond
what we have seen today,” New South Wales state
Premier Gladys Berejiklian said.

More than 110 COVID-19 cases have been
reported in Sydney since a driver for an interna-
tional flight crew tested positive in mid-June for the
Delta variant. The flare-up has been a shock for a
place that had returned to relative normality after
months with few local cases. Professional musician
Blain Cunneen, 27, said his work — performing
gigs, studio sessions and teaching students — had
gone “up in smoke” overnight.

“All that was starting to operate again almost as
normal... very suddenly overnight I got a bunch of
emails and texts about everything being cancelled,”
he said. Australia’s northern city of Darwin also
entered a separate snap 48-hour lockdown on
Sunday after a handful of cases were linked to a
coronavirus outbreak on a remote gold mine.

“The Northern Territory is now facing its
biggest threat since the COVID crisis began,”

Northern Territory Chief  Minister Michael
Gunner said.

Restrictions reimposed 
Similar spikes in infections have recently been

seen across Southeast Asia. Thailand will from
today reimpose restrictions on restaurants, con-
struction sites and gatherings in the capital
Bangkok as it tries to contain a wave of infections.
The country’s latest wave kicked off in April when a
cluster was found in upscale Bangkok clubs.

Premier Prayut Chan-O-Cha has said he plans to
fully reopen the country by October, but this would
require hitting a target of vaccinating 50 million
Thais in four months. In neighboring Malaysia, the
prime minister announced that a nationwide lock-
down in place for about a month already will con-
tinue, and he gave no date for the lifting of restric-
tions. His government had previously said the strict
curbs would be eased in stages, as long as there
was a drop in infections, intensive care bed use and
a rise in vaccination rates. —AFP

Lebanon protests 
leave nearly 
20 wounded
BEIRUT: Nearly twenty people were wounded
in  overn ight  scuf f les  in  northern  Lebanon
between security forces and protesters angered
by a spiraling economic crisis, a medical associ-
ation said yesterday.

The protests in the city of Tripoli came as the
Lebanese pound plumbed fresh lows on the black
market due to a financial crisis that the World Bank
says is likely to rank among the world’s worst since
the mid-19th century. Calm returned to the city on
Sunday after protesters tried to storm official
buildings, including a branch of the central bank,
overnight, forcing the army to deploy. “18 people,
both civilians and soldiers, were injured, including
four who were hospitalized,” said the Emergency
and Relief Corps, a local medical charity that dis-
patched ambulances to treat the wounded.

Rubber bullets and shrapnel from stun grenades
accounted for some of the injuries, a spokesperson
for the charity told AFP. The army said 10 soldiers
were wounded in the Tripoli clashes, the majority in
a single incident that it said involved a group of pro-
testers on motorcycles throwing stun grenades at
personnel. The southern city of Sidon and the capital
Beirut saw smaller demonstrations against the ongo-
ing dramatic fall in living standards. The Lebanese
pound, officially pegged to the dollar at 1,507 since
1997, traded at 17,300-17,500 to the dollar on the
black market on Saturday-a record low.

Some social media users said it  had fal l-
e n  a s  l ow  a s  1 8 , 0 0 0 , d ow n  f r o m  1 5 , 0 0 0

earlier in the week.
The country is also grappling with a fuel crisis

that has led to seemingly endless queues at gas
pumps in recent weeks. The price of fuel is expect-
ed to rise after the government said it would fund
fuel imports at a rate of 3,900 Lebanese pounds to
the dollar, instead of the official rate. The move
effectively reduces subsidies on fuel as the central
bank tries to shore up fast-diminishing foreign
currency reserves. The financial collapse has

sparked outrage at Lebanon’s political class, seen
as woefully corrupt and unable to tackle the coun-
try’s many difficulties.

Lebanon has been without a fully functioning
government since a massive blast in Beirut last
summer that killed more than 200 people and rav-
aged swathes of the capital. The government
stepped down after the disaster, but efforts to
agree on a new cabinet have repeatedly
foundered. —AFP

BEIRUT: Demonstrators burn tires to block the Martyrs’ Square in the center of Lebanon’s capital Beirut as they
protest against dire living conditions amidst the ongoing economic and political crisis. —AFP

Indonesia hits 
21,000 daily 
virus infections
JAKARTA: Indonesia set a new record for daily coron-
avirus cases yesterday with more than 21,000, as hospitals
are flooded with patients in Jakarta and other COVID-19
hotspots across Southeast Asia’s hardest-hit nation. The
figure brings the country’s tally for the pandemic to more
than 2.1 million coronavirus cases with 57,138 deaths. But
the real number is believed to be much higher due to low
testing rates for the deadly respiratory illness. Indonesia’s
COVID-19 case rates have soared in recent weeks after
millions travelled at the end of the Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan in May, and as authorities identified the presence
of highly infectious newer virus strains. “We predicted
there would be a surge in the number of cases,” said
COVID-19 taskforce spokeswoman Siti Nadia Tarmizi.

“The peak is expected in the next two to three weeks,”
she added. Fears are growing that Indonesia’s creaky health
system could collapse and there are reports of some over-
flowing hospitals being forced to turn patients away.
Hospitals in the hard-hit capital Jakarta as well as West and
Central Java have been flooded with patients, including
those infected with the highly transmissible Delta variant,
first identified in India. Indonesia’s government, widely
accused of responding inadequately to the pandemic, has
moved to temporarily beef up restrictions on movement,
but it has so far held off imposing strict lockdowns seen in
some other virus-wracked nations. The country is aiming to
inoculate more than 180 million of its 270 million people by
early next year, but only about five percent of the popula-
tion has so far been fully vaccinated. On Saturday, the gov-
ernment said it had reached its goal of inoculating more
than one million people in a single day.  —AFP

Protesters clash 
with Palestinian 
security forces
RAMALLAH: Palestinian protesters clashed with
Palestinian security forces in the West Bank city of
Ramallah on Saturday, AFP reporters said, the third
day of demonstrations sparked by an activist’s
death in custody. Nizar Banat, a 43-year-old from
Hebron known for social media videos denouncing
alleged corruption within the Palestinian Authority
(PA), died on Thursday shortly after security forces
stormed his house and violently arrested him, his
family said.

On Saturday, hundreds took to the streets of
Ramallah, the seat of the PA in the occupied West

Bank, calling for Palestinian president Mahmud
Abbas to quit. Protester Ismat Mansour said the
death of Banat was just “the tip of the iceberg” while
accusing the PA of “a mountain of corruption” and
demanding that elections be held.

Others held up placards directed at Abbas’ PA
that simply said “leave”. Security officers in riot
gear blocked off streets. An AFP photographer
said protesters hurled rocks at security forces,
who responded by launching a barrage of tear gas
canisters to break up the crowds.

It was not immediately possible to confirm if
there were any injuries following the protests on
Saturday. Banat had registered as a candidate in
Palestinian parliamentary elections, which had been
set for May until Abbas postponed them indefinitely.

Banat’s family said the forces used pepper spray
on him, beat him badly and dragged him away in a
vehicle. Samir Abu Zarzour, the doctor who carried
out the autopsy, said injuries on Banat’s body indi-

cated he had been beaten on the head, chest, neck,
legs and hands, with less than hour elapsing between
his arrest and his death.

On Thursday, after news spread of his death,
some 300 people gathered in Ramallah, as well as in
Banat’s hometown of Hebron. On Friday, thousands
of mourners attended his funeral in Hebron, with
crowds there chanting angry slogans against the PA,
as well as at the Al-Aqsa mosque compound, in
Zionist-annexed east Jerusalem. Banat’s death also
sparked condemnation from  the United States,
United Nations and European Union. Palestinian
prime minister Mohammad Shtayyeh said an investi-
gation had been launched.

The PA exercises limited powers over some 40
percent of the West Bank, occupied by Zionists
since the Six-Day War of 1967. The Zionist entity,
which controls all access to the territory and coordi-
nates with the PA, directly administers the remaining
60 percent. —AFP



Makeshift memorial 
honors missing 
in Florida tragedy
SURFSIDE: The scores of people missing in the
collapse of the beachfront condo building in
Florida are no longer just a dry number but have
names and faces thanks to a makeshift memorial
erected nearby.

On a chain link fence at a site serving as a stag-
ing ground for rescue teams and equipment, pho-
tos of some of the missing illustrate the despera-
tion of their loved ones, waiting for news after the
sudden and still unexplained tragedy in the wee
hours of Thursday. Behind the fence, a block away,
smoke drifts up from the rubble of the Champlain
Tower South building, half of which fell like a
house of cards, while cranes and other heavy
machinery groan with the work of moving con-
crete and steel rubble.

As of Saturday night, five people are confirmed
dead and 156 who may have been in the building
when it came tumbling down in the middle of the
night in this beach town near Miami are unaccount-
ed for. One photo on the fence shows a father and
his adolescent son-Alfredo, in glasses and bearded,
and young Lorenzo-with the word “MISSING” and
this note: “A family friend tells me they were in unit
512.” Other photos show an older couple seated at

a restaurant, a young man in suit and bow tie, and a
couple standing on a beach-identified as Ilan
Naibryf and Deborah Berezdivin.

Passages from the Bible are written on Post-its
attached to some of the pictures. Beside the photos,
well-wishers have stuck flowers in the fence and set
candles on the ground.

“You can see the smoke off in the distance, and
here the faces of the missing. Now they are unfor-
gettable,” said Olivia Ostrow, a French woman who
has lived in Surfside for 20 years.

“These parents, these children. They are people

just like us,” Ostrow told AFP, her eyes filling with
tears. Gina Berlin, who has lived in the neighbor-
hood for nearly 30 years, said she came to the
memorial to pray for the missing.

“I am still in shock,” said the 54-year-old, who
has two friends who live in the part of the building
that remained standing and were able to get out
safely. The memorial went up in a noisy and
bustling spot as electrical generators from the res-
cue effort hum and trucks come and go. At one
point police even barred people from stopping at
the memorial fence. —AFP

WELLINGTON: Donald Trump held his first big
campaign-style rally since leaving the White House,
giving a vintage, rambling speech Saturday to an
adoring audience as he launched a series of appear-
ances ahead of next year’s midterm elections. The
former president, who has been booted from social
media platforms and faces multiple legal woes, has
flirted with his own potential candidacy in 2024, but
in the 90-minute address at a fair grounds in Ohio
he made no clear mention of his political future,
even when the crowd chanted “four more years!
four more years!”

Trump did tease them at one point by alluding to
the possibility of another stab at the White House.

“We may have to win it a third time. It is possible,”
he said, showing yet again he thinks he won in
November. The crowd cheered wildly. On other mat-
ters Trump flitted from one to the next-immigration,
crime, gun rights, Afghanistan, Iran and more-bounc-
ing like a pinball in true Trumpian style. One repeated
message was that President Joe Biden is a catastro-
phe. “Joe Biden is destroying our nation before our
very eyes,” Trump said.

And Trump hammered away yet again at the false-
hood that he won the November election but Biden
prevailed through fraud. “The election was over,”
Trump said, “And we took a massive victory. They
did into something that should never be allowed.”

Until now Trump had delivered two major speech-
es since leaving Washington in January, including a
vindictive monologue in North Carolina early this
month when relitigated his loss to Biden. The Ohio
rally drew a crowd of several thousand, who were
enthusiastic but not quite raucous.

One purpose of it was for Trump to endorse con-
servative candidate Max Miller, a former Trump aide.
With this event the brash billionaire made clear he
wants to remain a powerful force in the Republican
Party’s effort to retake the Senate and House of
Representatives next year. In particular, he has sig-
naled a willingness to help candidates who embrace
his Make America Great Again movement. In the
crowd many sported shirts with slogans like “Trump
2024 — Because America can never be too great.”

“If you look at all of Trump’s rallies, you’ll see hun-
dreds upon hundreds of thousands of people and
there is no way a demented old man won this elec-
tion,” said Laura Benas, 57, a retail manager in
Wellington, referring to Biden. Trump, 75, has main-
tained a relatively low profile since leaving the presi-
dency under a cloud three weeks after the deadly
January 6 uprising at the US Capitol.

The House impeached Trump for inciting the
insurrection-with 10 Republicans joining Democrats
in voting to oust the president-but he was acquitted
by the Senate. It was his second impeachment.

Now, Trump is calling for the scalps of those
Republicans who voted to impeach him, beginning
with Anthony Gonzalez, the Ohio incumbent whom
Miller is challenging in a Republican primary.

Trump’s Save America PAC, or political action

committee, says the Ohio rally marks the first of
many appearances by the ex-president “in support
of candidates and causes that further the MAGA
agenda and accomplishments of President Trump’s
administration.” — AFP
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Secret UK defense 
documents found 
at bus stop
LONDON: Britain’s government said yester-
day it was investigating how secret defense
documents, outlining the movements of a war-
ship that led to Russia firing warning shots off
the Crimean coast, were found at a bus stop in
England. The Ministry of Defense said that an
employee told it last week that the documents
had been lost, and that an investigation had
been launched.

“It shouldn’t be able to happen,” Brandon
Lewis, minister for Northern Ireland, told Sky
News yesterday. “It was properly reported at
the time... there’s an internal investigation into
that situation.”

An anonymous member of the public told the
BBC they found 50 pages of classified informa-
tion behind a bus stop in Kent, southern England,
on Tuesday. The papers discussed the possible
Russian reaction to Britain’s HMS Defender trav-
elling through Ukrainian waters off the coast of
Crimea on Wednesday, the BBC reported.

Russia on Wednesday said it fired warning
shots at the navy destroyer in the Black Sea
after what it said was a violation of its territorial
waters. Britain however said it was making “an
innocent passage through Ukrainian territorial
waters in accordance with international law.”

According to Moscow, the incident took
place off the coast of Cape Fiolent on Crimea,
which Russia annexed from Ukraine in 2014 in a
move that the vast majority of the international
community has not recognized. The documents
appear to show that the British officials knew
the route could lead to a possible reaction from
the Russians, but that taking an alternative pas-
sage could be considered by Moscow as “the
UK being scared/running away”.

The route it did take would instead “provide
an opportunity to engage with the Ukrainian
government... in what the UK recognizes as
Ukrainian territorial waters,” said another doc-
ument. Russia’s foreign ministry on Thursday
summoned the British ambassador to “strongly
protest” the incident. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov described it as a “deliberate and
prepared provocation”.

Russia’s defense ministry said warning shots
were fired and bombs dropped along the path
of the HMS Defender. Among the other docu-
ments found at the bus stop were those that
laid out plans for possible British military pres-
ence in Afghanistan after the end of NATO
operations there. — AFP

WELLINGTON, United States: Former US President Donald Trump speaks during his campaign-style rally in
Wellington, Ohio, Saturday. — AFP

PARIS: Paris prosecutors have
charged a young woman with aggra-
vated manslaughter over the death of
an Italian on the Seine river embank-
ment in Paris earlier this month in a
collision with an electronic scooter.
The woman, who is a nurse, is sus-
pected of driving the scooter that hit
the 32-year-old Italian woman, said a
source close to the investigation yes-
terday, asking not to be named.

The incident revived debate over
the safety risks in allowing the hugely
popular devices onto the busy streets
of Paris. The woman was charged late
Saturday with manslaughter, aggra-
vated by fleeing the scene and delib-
erately showing negligence in the
June 14 accident.

She was released but placed under
judicial control ahead of trial.

The suspect had been detained on
Thursday along with another young

woman after a 10-day search for the
driver of the scooter. The other
woman was released on Friday. The
accident happened when the Italian,
Miriam S. born in Rome but living in
Paris, was in the pedestrianized area
to socialize with colleagues. She was
talking to a friend when she was hit by
the scooter with two people on board
who both then fled.

She died of her wounds two days
later on June 16. The scooters have
drawn the ire of many residents and
some city councilors who say they are
cluttering up already crowded side-
walks and squares.

In 2019, a man in his 80s was
struck and killed in the Paris suburb of
Levallois-Perret, and last year a 75-
year-old woman was killed in Paris
after being hit by an e-scooter.
Officially they are forbidden on side-
walks and only one rider is allowed,

but enforcement is scant and many
riders, including tourists, ignore or are
unaware of the rules.

Paris also has a e-scooter speed
limit of 20 km/h (12 mph) and pro-
hibits parking them on sidewalks or
public squares, where they are often
scattered either upright or knocked
over. An April survey of 237 users by
Axa Prevention, part of the Axa
insurance group, found that 79 per-

cent admitted to riding on sidewalks,
while 66 percent said they would roll
through yellow traffic lights instead
of stopping.

In 2020, 78 pedestrians were
injured in France after being struck
by e-scooters or so-called “personal
transporters”-such as gyropods and
electric skateboards-according to
the Securite Routiere road safety
agency. — AFP 

SURFSIDE, US: Rescue personnel continue to search the rubble at the site of a collapsed building in Surfside, Florida,
north of Miami Beach Saturday. —AFP

Woman charged over deadly
Paris e-scooter accident

‘No regrets’, says 
defiant Catalan 
separatist
MONTBLANC: He spent three years and
eight months behind bars for his involvement
in Catalonia’s 2017 failed independence bid.
But Jordi Cuixart says he has no regrets, days
after being pardoned by Spain. One of nine
Catalan separatist leaders freed on
Wednesday as a gesture of “reconciliation”,
Cuixart says the olive branch will not resolve
the separatist crisis in this wealthy northeast-
ern region of Spain.

“These pardons don’t reflect a desire to
resolve the political conflict,” says the 46-
year-old who heads Omnium Cultural, one
of the region’s biggest grassroots pro-inde-
pendence groups. Speaking to AFP, Cuixart
pointed to widespread criticism of their
imprisonment from NGOs like Amnesty
International as a factor behind the release
of the separatists, but said what tipped the

balance was that “our being in prison was
creating problems for the Spanish state”.

Cuixart was arrested on October 16,
2017 after a demonstration outside a
regional government building during which
several police vehicles were destroyed. In
2019, he was sentenced to nine years in
prison for sedition.

‘No regrets’ 
The image of Cuixart addressing pro-

testers while standing on a police vehicle
remains one of the enduring images of the
failed independence bid which sparked
Spain’s worst political crisis in decades. The
prisoners were serving between nine and 13
years each for their role in holding a refer-
endum banned by Spain’s courts and that
was marred by police violence.

Several weeks later, Catalonia’s separatist
regional parliament made a short-lived dec-
laration of independence, prompting
Madrid to sack the regional government
and suspend its autonomy. And after much
thought while in prison, Cuixart says he has
almost no regrets. “I don’t regret anything
except the violence that was inflicted (by

police) on ordinary citizens,” he said, blam-
ing the Spanish state for all the unrest.
Others have been slightly more self-critical.
Oriol Junqueras, deputy head of the Catalan
government at the time of the crisis and the
prisoner serving the longest sentence of 13
years, recently admitted the separatists
made mistakes back in 2017. — AFP

MONTBLANC, Spain: Catalan separatist Jordi
Cuixart (left) poses for a picture with locals
as he walks in his hometown of Montblanc,
near Tarragona. —AFP

MARIB, Yemen: Clashes between
rebels and Yemeni government fight-
ers killed at least 111 in Marib in three
days, pro-government sources said,
following a renewed offensive by
Houthi insurgents. The Iran-allied
insurgents escalated their efforts to
seize Marib, the government’s last
stronghold in northern Yemen, in
February, and the fighting has killed
hundreds on both sides.

The fighting between Thursday
and Sunday killed 29 pro-govern-
ment personnel and at least 82
rebels, three pro-government
sources told AFP. Rebel forces have
not confirmed the toll.

Yemeni government officials said
that since Thursday, the Houthis had
mounted intensive attacks from the

north, south and west, but were
unable to breach government defens-
es which were supported by air cov-
er from a Saudi-led military coalition.
“These areas witnessed fierce fight-
ing amid artillery shelling from both
sides and intense coalition air raids,”
one government military official said.

Control of the oil-rich region of
Marib would strengthen the Houthis’
bargaining position in peace talks,
but the battle has also raised fears of
a humanitarian catastrophe, as many
Yemenis had fled to the area to
escape fighting in other parts of the
country. Yemen’s conflict flared in
2014 when the Houthis seized the
capital Sanaa, prompting the Saudi-
led intervention to prop up the gov-
ernment the following year. — AFP

111 Yemen govt, rebel fighters
killed in Marib in 3 days



SREENAGAR, Bangladesh: Tens of thousands of
migrant workers fled Bangladesh’s capital yesterday
on the eve of a tightened lockdown that will curtail
most economic activity and confine people to their
homes as coronavirus infections soar. Restrictions
on activities and movement have been in place since
mid-April as cases and deaths jumped.

Infections declined in May but started to rise
again this month, with just over 6,000 daily cases
on Thursday and 108 deaths on Friday, according to
the health ministry-the highest in more than two
months. The resurgence has prompted the govern-
ment to toughen restrictions in stages from today,
with economic activity-including shops, markets,
transportation and offices-to shut down by
Thursday.

People will be ordered to stay at homes while
only emergency services and export-oriented fac-
tories continue operations. The coming closure has
sparked an exodus from Dhaka, the capital.

With public inter-city transportation already
suspended since June 22, people have squeezed into
rickshaws, hopped onto motorbikes and even hired
ambulances to make their way to their villages.

Ferries have been operating on overdrive, with

some running services 24 hours a day and cram-
ming more than 1,000 passengers onto each trip.
“We don’t want them to overcrowd the ferry. But
they don’t listen,” said police sub-inspector
Mohammad Reza. “There is a mad rush of people.”

A senior official at the state-run Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Corporation told AFP that
at least 50,000 people had crossed the river by fer-
ries yesterday alone. At a river station in the rural
town of Sreenagar about 70 kilometers (43 miles)
south of Dhaka, thousands queued from early
Sunday to cross the Padma, a tributary of the
Himalayan river the Ganges. “We did not have any
choice but to leave the city,” Fatema Begum, 60,
told AFP while waiting for a ferry. “During lock-
down, there is no work. And if we don’t work, how
do we pay rent? So we packed up everything and
are going back to our village.”

Mohammad Masum, 30, a street vendor in
Dhaka, said it was better to return home and “spend
the time with family” than be confined in the capital.
Bangladesh has reported more than 880,000 infec-
tions and just over 14,000 virus deaths, but experts
say the actual toll could be much higher due to pos-
sible underreporting. — AFP 
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News in brief

Two skydivers die in Australia

SYDNEY: A skydiving instructor and their
customer died yesterday after falling from a
plane before a tandem jump in Australia. Police
said two people died in the accident at
Goulburn, about two hours’ drive southwest of
Sydney, after the aircraft began experiencing
“difficulty”. “Two parachutists fell from the
aircraft and landed near the runway of the air-
port. They were located unresponsive and
unable to be revived,” police said in a state-
ment. Scott Marshall, from Adrenaline Skydive
Goulburn, told The Daily Telegraph newspaper
it was a “horrible day” for all those impacted
by the tragedy. —AFP

Blast in eastern DR Congo church

BENI, DR Congo: A makeshift bomb explod-
ed inside a Catholic church in the city of Beni
in the DR Congo’s conflict-plagued east yes-
terday, injuring two just an hour before a chil-
dren’s Confirmation ceremony was due to be
held. The head of police in Beni’s town hall
Narcisse Muteba Kashale told AFP that the
explosion occurred at 6 am (0400 GMT) and
that experts from the UN’s mission to DR
Congo had told “us it is a home-made bomb, a
bomb that was set up for an ambush”. Beni’s
vicar general Laurent Sondirya said two peo-
ple were injured in the blast, which went off
before crowds would have gathered to attend
the Confirmation ceremony. —AFP

Peru vote review resumes 

LIMA: A panel overseeing challenges to Peru’s
messy presidential election three weeks ago
and declaring a winner got back to work
Saturday after a pause forced by the departure
of one of its members. Indeed, Peruvians are
still waiting for a new president to be pro-
claimed from the June 6 election. Leftist Pedro
Castillo took a majority of votes, according to
the unconfirmed count, in an election his right-
wing rival Keiko Fujimori-charged with cor-
ruption in an unrelated scandal-claims was rid-
dled with fraud. — AFP

Fires destroy churches in Canada 

OTTAWA: Fires on Saturday destroyed two
more Catholic churches in indigenous communi-
ties in western Canada, following grim discover-
ies at former church-run indigenous residential
schools of nearly 1,000 unmarked graves. St.
Ann’s Catholic Church on the Upper
Similkameen Indian Band and the Chopaka
Catholic Church on the Lower Similkameen
Indian Band were set ablaze less than an hour
apart in the early morning, federal police said.
“Both churches have been destroyed,” Sergeant
Jason Bayda of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police said in a statement. Authorities consider
the two fires “suspicious, and are looking to
determine any possible connection to the church
fires in both Penticton and Oliver on June 21,
2021,” he said. — AFP

Central Mali attack toll rises to 7

BAMAKO: Seven soldiers were killed in a
recent attack in central Mali, the military said
on Saturday, updating an earlier death toll
reported in the war-torn Sahel state. In a state-
ment, the army said that seven Malian soldiers
had been killed on Friday in simultaneous raids
on two military outposts near the village of
Boni, in the center of the country. The army had
initially reported that six soldiers died in the
attack. Mali has been struggling to contain an
Islamist insurgency that first erupted in 2012,
and which has claimed thousands of military
and civilian lives. —AFP

MUNSHIGANJ, Bangladesh: People board a ferry as authorities ordered a new lockdown to contain the spread of the
COVID-19 in Munshiganj, yesterday.  —AFP

Macron, Le Pen 
face new test in 
French vote
PARIS: France was voting in the sec-
ond round of regional elections yes-
terday after a first round that saw a
drubbing for President Emmanuel
Macron’s ruling party, disappointment
for Marine Le Pen’s far-right and
record low turnout. For some
observers, the outcome of the June 20
first round raised doubts over whether
the 2022 presidential election would
come down to a duel between
Macron and Le Pen in a run-off long
seen as the most likely scenario.

The first-round results marked a
boost for the traditional right-wing
The Republicans as well as the
Socialist Party, who have been
squeezed after the centrist Macron
surged into power in 2017 with his
brand-new Republic on the Move
(LREM) party. Analysts warn against
too much extrapolation onto a nation-
wide scale from the results of the
regional elections, which choose the
heads of France’s 13 mainland regions
from Brittany in the northwest to the
Provence-Alpes-Cote d’Azur (PACA)
region in the southeast.

But there was cross-party concern
over the turnout for last week’s polls,
which were shunned by 66.72 percent
of voters-a record in modern France.
“What we are seeing is the culmina-

tion of a disconnection between vot-
ers and the political class,” said
Jessica Sainty, politics lecturer at
Avignon University, while acknowl-
edging the COVID-19 crisis also
played a role in high abstention rate.

The woeful turnout prompted a
debate over how to improve partici-
pation, with several figures including
government spokesman Gabriel Attal
suggesting electronic voting could
help in future. According to a poll
published Thursday, just 36 percent of
voters plan to cast their ballots on
Sunday. “France is sulking,” the Le
Parisien newspaper said. Four hours
after polls opened, turnout yesterday
stood at the same dismal 12.66 per-
cent as during the first round.

Far-right eyes breakthrough 
The first-round results put Le Pen’s

National Rally (RN) ahead in just one
region, PACA, a major disappointment
after polls showed a possible break-
through in several areas. One of the
most closely watched races will be
whether RN candidate Thierry
Mariani can defeat his right-wing rival
Renaud Muselier in the region.

Gaining control of a region for the
first time would be a huge boost for
Le Pen as she seeks to convince voters
that the RN-which she has reformed
and rebranded since taking over from
her firebrand father Jean-Marie-is a
serious party of power. Muselier could
be helped by the withdrawal of left-
wing candidates in a repeat of the
“Republican Front” seen in past presi-
dential elections to block the far-right.

“The idea of a victory for Mariani-
even if it is far from being probable-
would show that the RN can almost
triumph alone over the coalition of all
the others and head the powerful
executive of a modern region,” said
Jerome Sainte-Marie, president of the
Pollingvox Institute.

Mariani has been accused by critics
of being an admirer of authoritarians
like Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad.
Prime Minister Jean Castex warned
last week that a Mariani victory would

be “very serious” for the country. The
RN also came up short in the Ile-de-
France region that includes Paris,
where its 25-year-old rising star
Jordan Bardella failed to trouble right-
wing incumbent Valerie Pecresse, who
is now expected to easily win the sec-
ond round. The first-round results
made even more unpalatable reading
for Macron and his LREM, confirming
the party’s failure to put down local
and regional roots despite controlling
the presidency and lower house of
parliament. —AFP

LE TOUQUET, France: French President Emmanuel Macron talks with a friend as he
arrives at a polling station in Le Touquet, for the second round of the French regional
elections yesterday. — AFP

UK Health Secretary
Hancock resigns 
after COVID breach
LONDON: UK Health Secretary Matt Hancock
resigned on Saturday following revelations he broke
government coronavirus restrictions during an affair
with a close aide, with former finance minister Sajid
Javid taking up the role. The frontman for Britain’s
response to the pandemic, particularly the nation-
wide vaccine roll-out, quit in a letter to Prime
Minister Boris Johnson.

“We owe it to people who have sacrificed so
much in this pandemic to be honest when we have
let them down as I have done by breaching the
guidance,” he wrote.

“The last thing I would want is for my private life
to distract attention from the single-minded focus
that is leading us out of this crisis.” Johnson said he
was sorry to receive Hancock’s resignation, and that
he should be “immensely proud” of his service.

His Downing Street office later said that Queen
Elizabeth II had approved the appointment of Sajid
Javid MP as his replacement. Johnson had initially
stood by his health secretary after Hancock admit-
ted breaking COVID social distancing rules, when
at the same time he was urging the public to stick
by the measures. Opposition parties have accused
the government of hypocrisy over breaches of lock-
down rules which have seen many members of the
public slapped with fines.

Hancock conceded he had let the public down
after The Sun newspaper published a security cam-
era still obtained apparently from a whistleblower
showing him kissing the aide in his office on May 6.
The main opposition Labour party said the govern-
ment needed to answer questions about the undis-
closed appointment of the aide, former lobbyist
Gina Coladangelo, to Hancock’s top advisory team.

Both she and Hancock are married, and first met
at university.

‘Hopeless’ 
Last week, Hancock rejected criticism of his han-

dling of the COVID pandemic after private
WhatsApp exchanges emerged in which Johnson
appeared to describe him as “hopeless”.

He has also previously faced allegations that he

lied to Johnson and awarded a contract to an
unqualified friend. And he has faced further ques-
tions about his ownership of shares in a family com-
pany that won a COVID-related contract from his
ministry last year.

But Johnson praised Hancock for his role in
Britain’s successful vaccine rollout, which he called
“one of the greatest successes of the modern state”.
“It has been your task to deal with a challenge
greater than faced by any of your predecessors and
in fighting COVID you have risen to that challenge-
with abundant energy, intelligence and determina-
tion that are your hallmark,” he added.

Hancock’s replacement Javid has already held
two of the top jobs in government, serving as
finance minister from 2019 to 2020 and interior
minister in 2018. One of five sons of Pakistani immi-
grant parents, he is a former managing director at
Deutsche Bank and previously worked as an aide to
former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani. Labour
leader Keir Starmer said Hancock was right to
resign, but tweeted that Johnson “should have
sacked him”.

Johnson’s former aide Dominic Cummings had
recently turned his guns on Hancock, releasing
internal documents related to his early handling of
the pandemic.

Even before Saturday’s announcement,
Johnson was already under pressure to replace
him. Britain was due to fully ease restrictions on
June 21, but the emergence of the Delta variant,
first found in India, has led to an extension of
social distancing rules. —AFP 

LONDON: In this file photo, Sajid Javid, then Britain’s
Home Secretary, leaves 10 Downing Street in central
London after attending the weekly meeting of the
Cabinet.  —AFP

China’s diplomatic 
makeover backfires
BEIJING: For over a year they have whipped up
outrage against the West, but as China’s “wolf war-
rior” diplomats are told to tone down the fury, they
face an unexpected source of opposition: national-
ists at home. Under fire in recent years over issues
ranging from human rights abuses to blame for the
COVID-19 pandemic, Beijing unleashed a new
breed of diplomat that became known as “wolf
warriors”-a popular term for belligerent national-
ism inspired by a Chinese blockbuster film.

Foreign ministry spokespeople and officials
abroad adopted a strident and indignant tone to
loudly defend the Communist-led country and even
promote conspiracy theories or openly insult for-
eign counterparts. But in something of an about-
turn, President Xi Jinping this month urged top
political leaders to help cultivate a “reliable,
admirable and respectable” international image in
a bid to improve China’s soft power.

Officials and state media, he said, should help to
“better tell China’s stories”.

For some analysts, the comments spoke to a
growing realization that years of stoking national-
ism at home has left Beijing with little room to
make more complex diplomatic manoeuvres. While
the change shows a “broader realization at the top
of the party that China’s recent diplomatic strate-
gy... has not been well received abroad, including
among potential allies,” said Florian Schneider,
director of the Leiden Asia Centre in the
Netherlands, the new approach requires a delicate
balancing act.

“China’s leaders have manoeuvred themselves
into somewhat of a trap. On the one hand, they
have promised the world a mild and benevolent
China-on the other hand, they have promised
domestic audiences a strong and assertive China.”

Officials and intellectuals calling for subtler
messaging have faced nationalist pushback-leaving
them torn between their domestic and international
audiences. “Patriotic” Weibo influencers in June
turned against prominent Chinese intellectuals who
participated in a Japanese government-sponsored
study exchange program, branding them “traitors”
for accepting Japanese money and writing posi-
tively about the country. —AFP 



PARIS:  Nearly 140 countries will haggle over key
details of a global corporate tax plan this week,
with some concerned about giving up too much and
others eager to ensure tech giants pay their fair
share. The Group of Seven (G7) wealthy democra-
cies approved a proposal to impose a minimum cor-
porate tax rate of at least 15 percent earlier this
month, hoping to stop a “race to the bottom” as
nations compete to offer the lowest rates.

It is one of two pillars of reforms that would also
allow countries to tax a share of profits of the 100
most profitable companies in the world — such as
Google, Facebook and Apple — regardless of
where they are based.

The deal now goes to the Organisation of
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),
which is overseeing two days of talks starting
Wednesday to find a consensus among 139 coun-
tries. The proposal will then be taken up by the G20
club of wealthy and emerging countries at a meet-
ing of finance ministers in Italy on July 9 and 10.

“I don’t think we have ever been so close to an
agreement,” said Pascal Saint-Amans, director of

the OECD tax policy centre. “I think that everybody
has realised that a deal is better than no deal,”
Saint-Amans told France’s BFM Business radio ear-
lier this month, adding that failing to agree would
lead to unilateral taxes and US reprisals.

US President Joe Biden has galvanised the issue
by backing the global minimum corporate tax, and
Europeans want a deal, he said. Negotiations have
gained new urgency as governments seek new
sources of revenue after spending huge sums on
stimulus measures to prevent their economies from
collapsing during the coronavirus pandemic.

Irish concerns 
While the G7 — the United States, Canada,

Japan, France, Britain, Italy and Germany —
approved the plan, it still faces hurdles as the nego-
tiations expand to other nations.

European Union members Ireland and Hungary
are not thrilled about it, as their corporate taxes are
less than 15 percent. Ireland has become the EU
home to tech giants Facebook, Google and Apple
thanks to its 12.5-percent rate. But another EU

country that has benefited from a low rate, Poland,
voiced support for the proposal last week.

US Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said China
also has concerns about the proposal. Two sources
involved in the negotiations told AFP that China,
which has a reduced rate for companies in key sec-
tors, would not want a rate that exceeds 15 percent.
Biden also has some convincing to do at home, as
key Republicans in Congress have already criticised
the deal as a “speculative agreement” and an “eco-
nomic blunder”.

Amazon escape? 
The next round of talks will also have to settle on

a tax base and the number of companies whose
profits could be taxed. While Britain backed the G7
plan, it wants to ensure that its financial sector is
exempt from the reform’s “Pillar One” on taxing a
share of profits of overseas-headquartered compa-
nies. Others like France are concerned that US e-
commerce behemoth Amazon could escape the
levies because its profit margin does not exceed a
10-percent threshold.

The world’s 100 biggest multinationals would be
targeted by Pillar One, but countries in the G24 —
an intergovernmental group that includes countries
such as Argentina, Brazil and India — say more
firms should be added to the list. — AFP
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Belarus IT sector hit 
by exodus after 
post-vote crackdown
KIEV: Like thousands of others in Belarus, IT
specialist Aliaksandr Charnavoki took to the
streets of Minsk last year for unprecedented
protests against strongman Alexander
Lukashenko’s 26-year rule. Arrested, struck by
police and held in detention for four days,
Charnavoki eventually fled to neighbouring
Ukraine-joining an exodus of fellow tech work-
ers that has left the future of a booming IT sec-
tor in doubt.

It was not the “violence and lawlessness” that
made him leave, Charnavoki, 39, told AFP in an
interview on messenger Telegram. It was the
sense that nothing would ever change. “The fight
against the regime has become meaningless,” he
said. If ex-Soviet Belarus is known for producing
anything, it is more likely to be tractors, fertiliser
and oil products than software and tech services.

But in recent years its capital Minsk has
become a regional high-tech hub, especially
after 2017 when Lukashenko signed a decree
allowing tech companies not to pay most taxes,
including income tax. The country’s Hi-Tech Park
(HTP) scheme has seen more than 1,000 tech
companies register to operate in Belarus, with
over 70,000 workers.

Gaming giant Wargaming-maker of “World of
Tanks” and its multiple spin-offs-was founded in
Minsk and maintains its central development stu-
dio in the city. Calling app Viber was another
success story from the HTP, with its early devel-
opment done in offices in Belarus, until the com-
pany was bought by Japanese tech giant
Rakuten in 2014 for $900 million.

Much of the work is less glamourous-like
outsourced custom software design for corpo-
rate clients-but very profitable. The HTP says
the Belarusian tech sector’s exports of products
and services hit a record $2.7 billion in 2020,
up 25 percent from the year before, and
accounting for four percent of the country’s
gross domestic product.

Deep uncertainty 
But now the industry is facing deep uncer-

tainty after thousands of its workers-many of
them liberal-minded opposition supporters like
Charnavoki-decided to leave. Last year’s wave of
demonstrations over a disputed August 9 elec-
tion was met with an intense crackdown.
Thousands were jailed as reports of torture and
ill-treatment at the hands of police circulated
widely. Backed by ally Moscow, Lukashenko has
weathered the protest storm despite fierce
Western condemnation and several rounds of
new sanctions. The sanctions have not targeted
the IT sector, but Sergei Lavrinenko, a Minsk-
based IT expert, said he expected its growth to
stall because of the exodus.

He estimated that up to 15,000 IT workers have
already fled Belarus because of the crackdown.
Some companies have shuttered their operations
entirely. Founded in Minsk in 2011, PandaDoc, a
sales process software provider, closed its office in
the city and relocated dozens of staff to neigh-
bouring countries after coming under pressure
from authorities. Its founder Mikita Mikado is a
prominent Lukashenko opponent and during the
protest movement offered financial aid and re-
training in the tech sector to police who turned
against the government. The company’s offices
were raided and four employees were arrested,
with three still under house arrest and one
behind bars. — AFP

Bargaining over global tax enters key stage
G7 still faces hurdles as negotiations expand to other nations

Pascal Saint-Amans

Friction emerges in
North America one
year into trade deal
WASHINGTON: One year after it took effect in
the midst of a record economic downturn, the
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USM-
CA) has yet to end trading friction between the
North American allies.

The three countries said the new treaty would
benefit their economies and workers but, as the
anniversary nears on Thursday, the neighbors have
already entered into a range of disputes — many of
which have seen the United States object to
Mexican or Canadian practices.

“Most of the focus on USMCA over the next sev-
eral years is going to be on the disputes,” said
Edward Alden, an expert at the Council on Foreign
Relations.

USMCA replaced the North American Free
Trade Agreement, which had been in force since
1994, and which Alden said had envisioned the con-
tinent’s three economies at one point becoming a
single market, like the European Union.

That vision appears to be dead, at least for now.
“USMCA is very much the rules for three sepa-

rate North American economies to cooperate,
where they can, and rules for fighting where they
can’t cooperate,” Alden said.

While the disputes between the countries have
made headlines, Jeffrey Schott, a senior fellow at the
Peterson Institute for International Economics,
credited the deal with “removing the cloud of
uncertainty” over continental commerce. “That cre-
ates a better atmosphere for trade and investment
than we’ve had in some time,” he said.

Former president Donald Trump, who was known

for his bellicose rhetoric even towards American
allies, negotiated the USMCA, but his successor
President Joe Biden could change policies. But there
are also signs that even under the new government,
the squabbling will continue.

Ready to fight 
Canada is perhaps Washington’s closest ally, but

when it comes to trade, the neighbors have several
differences. The United States has long-running dis-
putes over the Canadian dairy and softwood lumber
industries, and has also taken issue with Ottawa’s
solar panel exports and with the taxation of
American tech firms.

US Trade Representative Katherine Tai has said
she will defend American interests, starting with
dairy farmers. Her office has set up a dispute set-
tlement panel under the USMCA to examine the
issue of milk quotas imposed by Canada, much to
its dismay.

Francois Dumontier, a spokesman for a group
representing Quebec milk producers, said USMCA
provides “no advantage.”

He also called some provisions an “attack on
Canadian sovereignty,” because they restrict
Canadian exports while allowing more imports from
the United States.

After the pandemic 
On the other side of the border, David

Salmonsen, senior director of congressional rela-
tions with the American Farm Bureau Federation,
pointed to a long list of trade disputes, but said he is
overall optimistic.

“I think we’ll get a better picture once every-
body’s economies are recovering from the pandem-
ic,” he said. “We supported the agreement, and we
think it’ll work to keep agricultural trade moving
and growing between all three nations.”

Ottawa however has called for its own dispute
settlement panel over Washington’s 18 percent tar-

iffs on solar panels made in Canada.
Despite the skirmishes, Valeria Moy, general

director of the Mexican Institute for
Competitiveness, said that over the past year, there
has been “no radical change compared to NAFTA.”

However, she expects that USMCA could have
an agreement on labor legislation in Mexico in
the future.

Washington has already invoked USMCA twice
to ask Mexico City to investigate violations of
union rights in the automotive sector, notably at a
General Motors plant.

“Will this have a beneficial effect on Mexican
workers? It seems to me that it will,” she said. “It
will force Mexican companies to make changes.”
But Moy warned that the United States could end
up using the labor issue “as a pretext to apply pro-
tectionist measures.” — AFP

WASHINGTON: File photo shows US Trade
Representative Katherine Tai testifies before the
Senate Finance Committee on Capitol Hill in
Washington. — AFP

Tesla to ‘recall’ over 
285,000 cars in China 
due to faulty software
BEIJING: Electric car giant Tesla will “recall” over
285,000 cars from the Chinese market after an inves-
tigation found issues with its assisted driving software
that could cause road collisions, a government regula-
tor announced late Friday. Tesla would contact affect-
ed users to upgrade their vehicle’s software remotely
for free, a State Administration of Market Regulation
(SAMR) notice said, adding that it affects some
imported and domestically manufactured Model 3 and
Model Y vehicles.

“The recall plan was filed with the State
Administration of Market Regulation, and it was
decided to recall the following vehicles from today,”
SAMR said. The order is the latest blow to the
American self-driving car pioneer, which has come
under growing regulatory scrutiny in China due to
several deadly collisions involving Tesla vehicles in
recent months. “Due to issues with the cruise control
system... the driver can easily activate the cruise con-
trol function by mistake,” the Chinese government
agency said in the notice. “A sudden increase in vehi-
cle speed will occur, which could... in extreme cases,
cause a collision, posing safety hazards.”

The carmaker has also been targeted by numerous
social media complaints from Chinese users regarding
quality and service issues, culminating in a high-profile
customer protest at the Shanghai Auto Show in April. The
cruise control function, which “matches the speed of your
car to that of the surrounding traffic” is a key part of
Tesla’s Autopilot assisted driving function, according to
the manufacturer’s website. Tesla’s road in China appeared
to be paved with gold after founder Elon Musk was grant-
ed rare permission to build a wholly owned factory in
Shanghai that has allowed it to accelerate to the head of
the pack in China’s huge electric car market. — AFP

J&J to stop selling
opioids in US 
WASHINGTON: Johnson & Johnson, one of the
pharmaceutical giants accused of fueling the dead-
ly US opioid crisis, has reached a settlement with
the state of New York for $230 million and con-
firmed it will stop making or selling opioids in the
United States.

The agreement announced Saturday allows
Johnson & Johnson to resolve litigation over its role
in the epidemic, which has killed more than half a
million people since 1999, according to a statement
from New York attorney general Letitia James. For
its part, in a separate statement J&J said the settle-
ment allowed it to avoid a trial that was scheduled
to begin today, and said the group had “made the
business decision in 2020 to discontinue all of its
prescription pain medications in the United States.”

The settlement “is not an admission of liability or
wrongdoing by the company,” it said, noting that
other nationwide legal proceedings are underway,
including a trial in California. The prosecutor’s
statement said the company would spread the pay-
ments over nine years.

J&J could also pay an additional $30 million in
the first year if the state enacts new legislation cre-
ating an opioid settlement fund. “The opioid epi-
demic has wreaked havoc on countless communi-
ties across New York state and the rest of the
nation, leaving millions still addicted to dangerous
and deadly opioids,” James said in the statement.

“Johnson & Johnson helped fuel this fire, but
today they’re committing to leaving the opioid
business — not only in New York, but across the
entire country,” she added. That includes both man-
ufacturing and selling opioids, James’ statement
said. Johnson & Johnson stressed it had made the
decision before the settlement was reached.

The $230 million will be aimed at prevention,
treatment and education efforts on the dangers of

the substances in New York state. Johnson &
Johnson, Purdue Pharma and other pharmaceutical
companies and distributors are accused of encour-
aging doctors to overprescribe opioids — initially
reserved for patients with particularly serious can-
cers — even though they knew they were highly
addictive. Since 1999, this dependence has pushed
many users of the drugs to higher and higher doses
and to illicit substances such as heroin or fentanyl, an
extremely powerful synthetic opiate with a high risk
of fatal overdose. About 500,000 people have died
of drug overdoses in the United States since then.

Cost of billions 
The US Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention, the country’s main public health
agency, estimates that about 90,000 people died
from drug overdoses in 2020, the majority of
which involved opioids. The US Department of
Health estimates that the crisis was responsible for
four years of declining life expectancy in 2014,
2015, 2016 and 2017.

Then-president Donald Trump declared it a
national public health emergency in October 2017.
The CDC estimated in 2019 that the economic bur-
den of the crisis, including health care costs, lost
productivity and costs to the criminal justice sys-
tem, was about $78.5 billion per year. A study pub-
lished by the American Society of Actuaries esti-
mated the cost for the four years 2015-2018 at $631
billion. The crisis seemed to be easing before the
pandemic, thanks in particular to tighter controls
on prescriptions, but the CDC recently reported an
acceleration of deaths from drug overdoses, includ-
ing from opioids. 

While legal proceedings have increased in the
country, many companies are trying to reach settle-
ments. In February, the consulting firm McKinsey
said it agreed to pay $573 million to settle lawsuits
filed by some 40 US states accusing it of contribut-
ing to the opioid crisis through its advice to phar-
maceutical companies, including Purdue Pharma,
the manufacturer of Oxycontin. — AFP
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LONDON: Odile Renaud-Basso, the first female presi-
dent at Europe’s development bank, hopes to restore
the EBRD’s green investment targets while addressing
workplace equality as COVID-hit economies recover.

Before presiding over her first EBRD annual meet-
ing this week, in an interview with AFP, Renaud-Basso
also highlighted the rapid workplace digitalization that
is affecting the bank’s regions of investment as well as
her own institution. A former head of the French
Treasury, in November Renaud-Basso took the helm at
the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development — founded in 1991 to help former Soviet
bloc countries switch to free-market economies.

The lender, whose shareholders comprise almost 70
countries, has grown to invest in 38 emerging
economies spanning central and eastern Europe,
Central Asia, the Middle East and North Africa.

“On average, 2020 was less negative than expected
in the EBRD’s countries of investment, Renaud-Basso
told AFP. This year the EBRD foresees “much better
than expected” economic growth across its countries
of investment, after most economies contracted last
year owing to pandemic turmoil, she said.

The bank is to publish its latest forecasts tomorrow.
Renaud-Basso pointed to rebounds in manufacturing
and industrial production, as well as the positive
impact of higher commodity prices for the better-
than-expected outlook. But “big uncertainties remain”,

with countries reliant on tourism, notably Tunisia, hit
hard by COVID-19 travel restrictions.

Elsewhere, “Lebanon remains very difficult after
minus 25 percent GDP in 2020, so this has a huge
impact on the average”. A political crisis has left the
country without a functioning government since the
last one resigned after a huge explosion killed dozens
and destroyed swathes of Beirut in August 2020.

The EBRD last year invested a record 11 billion
euros ($13.4 billion) across emerging economies mean-
while, to help counter fallout from the coronavirus cri-
sis. That marked a 10-percent increase from 2019.

Green target 
No stranger to transition projects, the EBRD is

targeting 2025 as the year when more than half its
investments will be in green projects. “We were very
close to this objective in 2019 but with the crisis the
figure has dropped” to under 30 percent last year,
the bank chief said.

“The objective is to increase again... (to) 40 percent
in 2021.” Renaud-Basso noted that “it is quite chal-
lenging to have this level of private sector investment”
in green projects compared with large public infra-
structure schemes bankrolled by governments.

But the EBRD is pushing ahead and is looking at
being fully aligned with the goals of the Paris accord
by the end of next year. “It means screening all our

projects, all our activities, including (that) our invest-
ments are consistent with the Paris agreement.

“This is a big step forward... This will have huge
implications for our activities and the way we interact
with the countries,” she insisted. The 2015 Paris climate
agreement aims to limit global temperature rises to
less than two degrees Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit) above
pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to go down
to 1.5 degrees. Experts believe this can be achieved
only by the world reaching net zero carbon emissions
by 2050.

Equality issues 
Renaud-Basso is keen also to address the impact

that COVID-19 has had on women and young workers.
“One of the big themes coming out of the crisis is
equality of opportunities and gender equalities. She
pointed to how women have been “particularly affect-
ed” by lockdowns because of their increased role in
the services and hospitality sectors.

“One of the objectives of an institution like the
EBRD is to help countries who address this challenge.”
When lending to other banks, the EBRD will have “a
strategy to focus the financing on women entrepre-
neurs or young entrepreneurs”, said Renaud-Basso.
She added that the pandemic’s “impact on young peo-
ple has also been very dramatic... that is something
which needs to be taken into account”.

Digitalization 
The EBRD chief also wants the bank to “better sup-

port” countries’ digital transformations brought on by
the pandemic. “The COVID crisis has accelerated dra-
matically the digitalization of the economies and we
see that everywhere,” she said. As for the bank itself,
Renaud-Basso is looking at a hybrid working arrange-
ment, whereby staff would work in the office for three
days a week and two at home. But while the “remote
world... has a lot of benefits, it’s not a panacea. There
are also some drawbacks in terms of collective work,
capacity to brainstorm”.  —AFP

EBRD is targeting 2025 by investing in green projects 

European bank chief eyes 
transition as world recovers

Odile Renaud-Basso

US manufacturing 
PMI at fastest 
expansion pace 
KUWAIT: The past week we saw the beginning of
tapering talks in major central banks, with many
reservations of course. Fed Chair Jerome Powell
testified in front of a committee in which he stated
that “the inflation was bigger than expected, how-
ever they will probably balance out”. Additionally, a
major part of the inflation was directly impacted by
used cars and trucks and that these prices will likely
stop increasing. 

The impact of Powell’s testimony has bolstered
investor sentiment and correlated in a rise for the
equities market. If we take a look at interest rate
probability in the US through the Federal Funds
futures, we see that a 50% chance of a hike is
priced in for July 2022 and around 84% chance for

November of 2022. Hence, we have seen the bull-
run of the US dollar index as it gained 2.59% in the
past month. 

US Data
Manufacturing PMI illustrated the fastest pace of

expansion since 2007. These figures are fueled by
the loosening COVID-19 restrictions and an econo-
my picking up its weight with the help of the Fed’s
support. The manufacturing PMI reading for June
came at 62.6 and the services PMI at 64.8 for the
same period. If we take a look from a macro level on
the US economy, the final GDP reading for Q1 2021
was firm at 6.4% showing the resilience of the
world’s largest economy and the effectiveness of fis-
cal and monetary policies taken to support the US
economy during the pandemic. Equities rallied last
week after data showed that the economy is pushing
ahead and brought a sense of calm to markets that
was whipsawed by the Fed’s hawkish pivot.

Core PCE price index was released on Friday and
showed an increase of 0.5%, just below market
expectations of 0.6%. This index is closely moni-

tored by markets and the Fed as it gauges consumer
expenditures. The figure gave some relief to markets
on inflationary pressure worries.  

EU and UK’s PMI
The services PMI in the Eurozone showed that

the private sector is growing at the fastest pace in
15 years at a reading of 58. On the other hand,
Europe has been facing a rise of inflation and an
increased demand that has been difficult to satisfy.
Finally, the UK manufacturing PMI illustrated soar-
ing input prices that manufactures are not able to
absorb. There are speculations that the pace of
expansion may have peaked in the UK, however with
the easing of COVID-19 restrictions and the summer
season ahead this may well push for more growth.

Lagarde’s Speech
The European Central Bank’s (ECB) President

Lagarde proposed a new strategy for the role of
central banks in climate change and monetary poli-
cy. Additionally, Lagarde stated that the inflation
goal is set for “below but close to 2%” and that

alternative measures will be taken to counter the ris-
ing housing costs for household.

BoE meeting
The MPC voted unanimously to keep the Bank

Rate on hold at 0.10% in its June meeting. There was
an 8-1 vote to keep the QE target unchanged at
GBP895bn (GBP875bn gilts, GBP20bn corporate
bonds). Similar to Mays meeting, Chief Economist
Andy Haldane voted to reduce the target to
GBP845bn (GBP825bn gilts, GBP20bn corporate
bonds). Today marks Haldane’s final policy meeting.
On economic developments, the MPC noted upside
news in the activity data since the May Monetary
Policy Report.  It highlighted stronger-than-expected
global and UK growth, including a particularly pro-
nounced recovery in the consumer-facing services
which were reopened in April. Regarding the policy
outlook, the minutes pointed out that, while downside
risks were judged to have fallen, policy should still
‘lean strongly against downside risks... and ensure that
the recovery was not undermined by a premature
tightening in monetary conditions’.

NBK Weekly Market Report
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Zeina Package 
offers variety 
of rewards 
KUWAIT: National
Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
is keen to reward its
customers from all
segments. In this con-
text, the bank is offer-
ing a KD 10 gift vouch-
er to new Zeina
Package Customers, in
cooperation with
FairyHub.

According to the
offer valid for one year from the launching
time, new Zeina Package Customers can
redeem the gift vouchers in purchases from
all FairyHub apps.

Zeina Package is tailored to young cus-
tomers from birth until below 13 years of age,
providing children with the basic tools they
need to learn about saving and banking
through a package including a bank account,
debit card, and a variety of services and activi-
ties that aim to familiarize children with the
basics of saving and how to manage their
financial affairs.

On this occasion, Monira Al Kharafi
Marketing Segment Officer from Consumer
Banking Group at National Bank of Kuwait
said: “We are keen to reward our customers
with prizes that meet their needs. This offer
comes as part of the package of outstanding
draws and prizes that offered to Zeina Package
Customers all year round.”

Zeina Package gives access to a variety of
rewards and activities, through which we seek
to instill the saving culture in children, and pro-
vide an exquisite banking experience that suits
their ages. It also provides a unique opportuni-
ty for parents to plan for the future of their
children,” she continued.

Al Kharafi added:”We seek to organize vari-
ous activities that suit the needs of our chil-
dren, despite the prevailing exceptional cir-
cumstances. We also promise our customers
more distinguished activities as life returns to
normal.”

Zeina Package offers an array of special
services and rewards, as customers get free
NBK Zeina Debit Card, choose from an inter-
est-bearing Savings Account or an interest-
free Trust Account, as well as participating in
special activities and events for Zeina Package
Customers throughout the year, and various
discounts when shopping with NBK Zeina
Debit Card.

Parents can open Zeina account for their
children by visiting one of NBK branches or
through the website nbk.com.

KUWAIT: Kamco Invest, a regional non-banking
financial powerhouse with one of the largest
AUMs in the region, announced the launch of its
new ‘Kamco Invest App’, an innovative and
dynamic platform that aims to transform the digital
investment journey through a user-friendly inter-
face for Kamco Invest clients and those interested
in investing. Consisting of several development
phases, the Kamco Invest App comes as an added
step under the Company’s digitization plan, which
holds a vision to attain a leading role in the digital
investment services and solutions landscape for its
valued clients.

Currently launched in its first phase, the App
focuses on providing a wealth of tailored services
for registered App users. These include access to
iktatib.com - the online subscription platform con-
necting investors with the latest equity offerings
and debt issuances managed by Kamco Invest, dis-
playing Kamco Invest’s latest research reports and
managed funds data, as well as additional options
for existing clients.

Sana Al-Hadlaq, Senior Executive Director of
Wealth Management said, “The App is in line with
our strategy to continue enhancing our client’s
experience to cope with their expectations and
leverage on digitization and its positive effect on the
financial industry.”  She added, “Opening an
account with Kamco Invest, updating client infor-
mation, requesting portfolio statements, and receiv-
ing updates on investments have never been easier,
thanks to the features the App offers its users. By
redesigning and redefining the client experience, we
aim to blend accessibility with innovation by open-
ing the doors to a world of investment opportunities
through its flagship platform.”

With the Kamco Invest App, users can now take
the first step to opening an account with Kamco
Invest through the intelligent client onboarding
service at anytime from anywhere, and at their
convenience. Required documents can be
uploaded using the featured in-app scanning tech-
nology, with several identity verification methods
for optimal security. 

One critical point to consider is that the Kamco
Invest App is not only designed for existing clients,
but also individuals interested in learning more
about some of the Company’s latest updates and
investment opportunities through iktatib.com, sub-
ject to user or client eligibility. Upon completing the
quick registration process, users will be able to
track the performance of the Company’s managed
funds with access to monthly factsheets, discover
and read comprehensive coverage on regional mar-

kets, sectors, and asset classes, or use the built-in
investment calculator to set their target investment
objectives.  

Jarrah Al-Naser, Senior Vice President of Core
Markets and Strategic Projects at Kamco Invest,
said, “We are proud to launch the ‘Kamco Invest
App’, which marks one of the core aspects of our
digitization journey. Our primary goal during the
first development phase was to ensure that we built
a strong backend and infrastructure that is capable
of seamlessly operating the full features of the App
in the upcoming phases. The App currently offers a
wide range of features, including the ability to sub-
scribe to upcoming investment opportunities that
are open to both corporate and individual investors,
subject to classification eligibility.”

He concluded, “This is the first stage in our digi-
tization strategy and is offered to both iOS and
Android users. The following phases will provide
users with interactive access to clients’ portfolios
and online subscription in funds and other invest-
ment opportunities.” 

6 ways APIs enhance 
organizational 
cyber defences
By Andrew William, 
Cybersecurity expert at Mimecast

The COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the
adoption of digital technologies across indus-
tries and regions. While lockdowns have

largely been lifted in the Middle East region,
employees have adopted a hybrid working model
where they switch between home and the office.
Maintaining business productivity therefore remains
a top priority and is essential to an organization’s
success.

Cloud-based email platforms have seen a dramat-
ic rise in adoption: Microsoft 365 alone now counts
a quarter of a billion monthly active users. Online
collaboration tools such as Slack and Zoom have
seen huge increases in user numbers, with 96% of
UAE respondents using them according to
Mimecast’s State of Email Security 2021 report. With
it has come a corresponding increase in the volume
of data - including sensitive company information -
exchanged over these platforms.

Add to this the escalation of cybercrime and the
growing volume of targeted and untargeted attack
types launched by the global cybercrime industry,
and organizations have never had a more challeng-
ing time with protecting their systems and users and
keeping their data safe. Cybercriminals have pivoted
their attack strategies to target these cloud services
and remote employees.

In the face of the growing volume and sophistica-
tion of cyber attacks, organizations may be tempted
to implement more and more security products and
solutions - one study found that the average enter-
prise now has 75 security solutions in its mix. 

While adding technologies to an organization’s
infrastructure is easy, getting them to work together

is not. Managing so many
products can also be
immensely challenging and
require skills that are not
always readily available.
The growing shift to the
cloud, however, could hold
the promise of simpler but
more effective cyber securi-
ty by enabling organizations
to rethink how security and
related controls are implemented, integrated and
automated. However, this can bring in additional
complexities with the multi-cloud environments
organzsations have in place today, and the differing
controls each cloud platform provides.

A key to effective security integration in a cloud-
enabled environment is the adoption of Application
Programming Interfaces (APIs). APIs help to auto-
mate data integration and exchange across multiple
security tools, such as those used for Security
Information and Event Management (SIEM),
Security Orchestration, Automation and Response
(SOAR), endpoint security, and IT Service
Management System (ITSM) solutions. 

In combination with an integrated security strate-
gy, APIs can dramatically improve the effectiveness
of security infrastructure and provide consolidated
management capabilities, both of which play a cen-
tral role in securing hybrid working environments
that rely on digitalisation.

A security strategy that integrates APIs as part of
the broader security mix can deliver several benefits,
including:

1. Gain visibility into the entire security
ecosystem

Threat intelligence is shared and centralized, giv-
ing you greater insight into your entire security
ecosystem that results in faster and more efficient
threat prevention, detection, investigation and
response.

2. Automate repetitive tasks
No organization wants to waste their people’s

productivity on slow, repetitive or manual threat
detection and response tasks, such as combing

through endless product reports for potential
threats. Automating these processes via open API
integrations can not only improve the efficiency of
IT security teams, but also enhance the efficacy of
the security tools themselves.

3. Streamline infrastructure
Integrating security tools helps organizations

consolidate infrastructure management, which
reduces complexity and frees IT security teams to
focus on strategic initiatives, such as threat preven-
tion, detection and response.

4. Expedite threat detection and response
Many open API platforms can generate reports

on your comprehensive security ecosystem in min-
utes, drastically reducing the time it takes for securi-
ty professionals to make important decisions about
potential threats compared to the one-tool-at-a-
time approach.

5.Defend against multi-vector attacks
APIs give organizations the cross-tool visibility

required to detect and defend against multi-vector
attacks, where cybercriminals are attacking multiple
points of entry. Without this threat intelligence inte-
gration, data is so compartmentalized within each
tool that organizations may not be aware of an
attack of this nature until it’s too late.

6. Build a customized cyber resilient strategy
With security integration and APIs, organizations

can leverage the collective power of the best solu-
tions from a variety of vendors to build a cyber
defence programme that matches their specific risk
environment.  Some might argue that it’s easier to
rely on one vendor for all your security needs, than
to worry about integrating multiple solutions. But if
you buy a bundle of solutions, you’re not necessarily
buying the best of a specific solution. They’re also
often acquired and not integrated, which defeats the
purpose of using one multi-product vendor.

Cyber resilience strategies that integrate open
APIs can help enable best-of-breed security, and
help reduce the burden on overstretched IT security
teams while maximizing the ROI of IT security
spend. More importantly, it enables organizations to
more effectively manage the new, cloud-based,
remote work-enabled, enterprise IT landscape.

Jarrah Al-Naser Sana Al-Hadlaq

Kamco Invest accelerates digitization
journey by launching new flagship App
Al-Hadlaq: The App is in line with our strategy to continue enhancing our client’s experience

Monira Al Kharafi 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced
yesterday the names of the daily draw
winners of its Yawmi account draw,
each taking home a cash-prize of KD
5,000.

The lucky winners are: 
1. Aliah Bint Saleh Sehaimi
2. Mamoun Abdoulah Hasan
3. Salem Hajji Abdullah Alfarhan
4. Jawad Naser Ali Mohammad
5. Sayed Reza Mousawi
In addition to the daily draw,

Burgan Bank also offers a quarterly
draw with more chances to win higher
rewards, offering the chance to one
lucky customer to win KD 125,000
every three months. The Yawmi

Account offers daily and quarterly
draws, wherein the quarterly draw
requires customers to maintain a mini-
mum amount of KD 500 in their
account for two months prior to the
draw date. Additionally, every KD 10
in the account will entitle customers to
one chance of winning. If the account
balance is KD 500 and above, the
account holder will be qualified for
both the quarterly and daily draws.
Burgan Bank encourages everyone to
open a Yawmi account and/or
increase their deposit to maximize
their chances of becoming a winner.
The higher the level of the deposit, the
higher the likelihood to win. 

KIB participates in 
UAB’s Cyber Security 
in Banking webinar
KUWAIT: In accordance with the Bank’s expansive efforts
to remain ahead of the curve in the area of cyber security,
the Information Security, Privacy and Anti-Fraud
Department at Kuwait International Bank (KIB), took part in
the “Cyber Security in Banking” webinar, a two-day regional
virtual event organized by the Union of Arab Banks (UAB). 

The cyber security webinar tackled crucial topics such
as cyber security and cyber resiliency, providing banking
professionals from across the region with the practical
knowledge required to effectively create a cyber security
program for their respective organizations. The two-day
webinar was also attended by finance professionals and
cyber security experts from financial institutions from all
around the Arab world.

“Cyber security is a fundamental part in the complex tap-
estry that is modern-day banking, and at KIB, we continu-
ously strive to remain efficient and effective when it comes to

all matters of security, privacy and
data confidentiality. Thus, we com-
mend and support the Union’s efforts
in actively supporting banks in the
region and providing a platform to
disseminate practical knowledge and
best practice expertise to achieve the
sector’s cyber security goals,” said
Basil Al-Suwaidan, General Manager
of the Information Security, Privacy
and Anti-Fraud Department at KIB.

Al-Suwaidan further stressed the
importance of banks keeping up with the tremendous pace
of change and development in the field of digital banking,
especially when it comes to matters of security.  “It is evident
that we are living in a fast-paced digital world where a great
deal of our banking functions take place online and in virtual
spaces. To ensure the optimal safety of customers, it is
imperative to continuously learn and adapt to the latest tech-
niques in cyber security and fintech to keep our banks and
customers safe,” he added.

It serves to note that KIB has long had a strategic part-
nership with the UAB and currently serves as a Diamond
Sponsor for all of the Union’s agenda of events and initiatives
for the year 2021.

Basil Al-Suwaidan

BB announces winners of
Yawmi account draw

Volkswagen to stop 
selling combustion 
engines in Europe 
BERLIN:  Volkswagen said yesterday it
plans to stop producing cars with internal
combustion engines in Europe for its epony-
mous flagship brand between 2033 and 2035,
as the Germany auto giant accelerates its
drive towards electric vehicles.

Carmakers around the world have started
setting timetables to phase out combustion
engines in the face of increasingly strict anti-
pollution standards put in place to fight cli-
mate change, with Volkswagen’s electric push
also following lingering reputational harm
from the “dieselgate” scandal.

Klaus Zellmer, board member for sales and
marketing at Volkswagen’s passenger cars
brand, told the Bavarian newspaper
Muenchner Merkur that “we will make our

entire fleet CO2 neutral by 2050 at the lat-
est”. “In Europe, we will leave the combustion
engine vehicle market between 2033 and
2035,” he said in a interview published online
yesterday. He added that the change will take
place “a little later in the United States and
China. In South America and Africa, due to
the lack of political framework conditions and
infrastructure, it will take a little longer.”
Volkswagen’s flagship brand had already said
in March it was aiming for electric vehicles to
account for 70 percent of its European sales
by 2030.

Zellmer said that “as a mass-market manu-
facturer, VW has to adapt to different speeds
of transformation in different regions”. “Our
competitors who sell vehicles mainly in
Europe, for example, will certainly have to
face a far less complex transformation.” Audi,
a subsidiary of Volkswagen, announced last
week it would launch only fully electric vehi-
cles from 2026 and halt manufacturing cars
with internal combustion engines by 2033.
Sweden’s Volvo has said it plans to sell only
electric models from 2030. —AFP
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A visitor stands inside the Colosseum, which restoration of arena’s
underground labyrinth has been sponsored by fashion group Tod’s, in
Rome. —AFP photos

This picture taken in Rome shows the hypogeum and inner walls of
the Colosseum, which restoration of arena’s underground labyrinth
has been sponsored by fashion group Tod’s.

This picture shows the Colosseum, which restoration of arena’s
underground labyrinth has been sponsored by fashion group Tod’s.

A painting by British pop icon David Bowie in Toronto,
Canada. —AFP photos

In this file photo taken on June 14, 1997 British singer David
Bowie performs on stage, during a concert at the Parc des
Princes, on the first day of the rock festival in Paris.

The din of caged animals, the smell of gladiators’
fear and the thunder of tens of thousands of
cheering spectators above have all evaporated

with the passage of time. But walking through the
bowels of the Colosseum, the subterranean ruins of
ancient Rome’s most famous amphitheatre, the extent
to which technical expertise was harnessed to such
bloody ends becomes painfully clear. The reopening
to the public was announced Friday after meticulous
restoration of the “hypogeum”, or below ground area,
with a new pathway offering intimate views and an
app explaining the grisly details of the behind-the-
scenes area.

“It was dark, smelly. There were terrible conditions
for the slaves and animals,” said guide “Cristina”,
showing journalists through the underground. Once
covered by a wooden floor, the maze of dark corridors
and chambers served as the amphitheatre’s backstage-
and the last holding space for men and beasts who
were released above to meet their fate. “Let’s imagine
that from the darkness, suddenly they emerged,”
Cristina said. “Imagine the terrible noise that came
from the arena.”

Monument inside monument 
Sponsored by Italian luxury shoe group Tod’s, the

restoration, begun in 2018, involved 81 archaeologists,
engineers and others working to clean and reinforce the
walls within the hypogeum, which stretches over half a
hectare. “We finally are returning to the public this mon-
ument within the monument,” site director Alfonsina
Russo told reporters. Tod’s chairman Diego della Valle

pledged 25 million euros ($30 million) in 2011 for the
entire restoration of the Flavian Amphitheatre, the
Colosseum’s real name. Yet to be constructed is a wel-
come center at the UNESCO site, which received seven
million visitors a year before the coronavirus pandemic.

Alive or dead 
The Colosseum was first completed in 80 AD and the

hypogeum constructed under Emperor Domitian. The
site was last used in 523 AD and the hypogeum was
gradually covered by rubble until being dug out in the
19th century. The labyrinthian system of passageways
and chambers were key to the spectacles above ground,
whether gladiator fights, hunts with wild African ani-
mals, or public executions. An imposing eastern tunnel
led to a gladiator training camp, which included a hospi-
tal and morgue. Animals also entered the amphitheatre
via the tunnel before being caged.

Visible on the herringbone brick floors of the 15 tun-
nels are holes cut into travertine  and lined with bronze,
the bases for massive winches to hoist up cages, set
scenery, or platforms holding gladiators. It required
eight slaves to spin each winch. Approaching the level of
the amphitheatre, the cage doors  would open, thrusting
the hungry, disoriented beasts into the arena. Despite
the importance of the Colosseum’s sub-structure, it will
soon be covered under a controversial decision to build
a new floor. Last month, Italian engineering firm Milan
Ingegneria won the contract for a 18.5 million euro
design, featuring wooden slats that will open and close
allowing for a glimpse into the hypogeum beneath. The
project is due to be finished in 2023. —AFP

Colosseum’s underground 

labyrinth restored to eerie splendor

A passer-by walks next to the Colosseum, which restoration of arena’s underground labyrinth has been sponsored by
fashion group Tod’s, in Rome.

Ah yes, Venice Beach in California: synonymous
with sun, surf, palm trees and, now, homeless peo-
ple. As many as 200 tents line the oceanfront in

this Los Angeles-area town that for decades has been a
lure for surfers and tourists. The area is a chaotic jumble
of any material that can create shelter, and of waste and
detritus, amid appalling hygiene conditions. The smell of
urine competes with that of suntan lotion. “I didn’t
expect to see so many homeless people here in Venice.
Already in Hollywood a few days ago, I was a bit sur-
prised, but here, all these tents touching each other,
these shacks, these tarpaulins, it’s almost like a village,”
said John Jackson, who was visiting from the southern
US state of Alabama.

Before the coronavirus pandemic,  authorities made
homeless people living on the beach take down their
tents during the day. But city hall suspended that rule to
limit the risk of contagion among people who are already
vulnerable to illness. Homeless people in the Venice area,
many of whom lost places in shelters and free meals
because of the pandemic, have used the health crisis to
converge on the city’s beach. “The homeless have been
part of Venice folklore since the 60s or 70s, but now
their numbers have exploded. And they’ve changed too,”
said an assistant in a souvenir shop who did not want to
be named.

“Before a lot of them were hippies, beach bums who
had more or less chosen this way of life. Now they are
really poor guys. Almost everyone out there is very bad
physically and mentally,” said this man in his 60s. “I see
pain, mental illnesses, drugs ... And it’s been rough for me
this past month,” said Denise Diangelo, a homeless
woman who spoke to AFP near the beachfront encamp-
ment. “Probably the main problem that I’ve had person-
ally is sleeping. I usually like to sleep alone by the water,
the Pacific Ocean, to keep away from problems,” said
Diangelo. Her only shelter, she says, is a beach umbrella.

Right before the pandemic nearly 2,000 people were
recorded as being homeless in the streets of Venice. The
numbers have grown steadily. But now that life is return-
ing to normal and tourists are coming back, the beach-
front homeless camp is beginning to bother some and
even take on a political bent. Mike Bonin, a city councilor
who advocates relocating the homeless population, has
found himself locking horns with the Los Angeles County
sheriff’s office and neighborhood associations that want
a much more forceful evacuation the homeless.

A chronic problem in  California 
Like many people who visit Los Angeles, Jackson, the

Alabama tourist, said he cannot understand “why all these
people are homeless when California has the reputation of
being so rich.” Indeed, California boasts the world’s fifth-
largest economy in terms of GDP. But it is also one of the US
states with the most poor people. It holds the sad title of
being home to the largest homeless population in America:
more than 66,000 in Los Angeles County alone before
Covid-19, up nearly 13 percent from the previous year. One
of the main reasons for this, according to the Los Angeles
city agency that tries to address homelessness, is the lack of
affordable housing in a city where rent is very expensive.

Rent shot up 65 percent from 2010 to 2020, nearly twice

the average rate of increase for the country as a whole. In the
same period, median Los Angeles household income rose
only 36 percent. Some groups are working to provide aid and
housing for the homeless people of Venice, but this is a tough
job because some of them having been living in the streets for
years. Take the case of Rodrick Sims, who is 50 and has been
homeless for 15 years. He said his descent started when he got
divorced. “I don’t know what to do. I’m hoping that they give
me, you know, a place where I can start learning how to live
inside again,” he told AFP while eating grapes outside his tent
on the beach. “I’ll tell you, when once you’re outside, you get
feral, like a wild wild man,” Sims said. —AFP

California’s famed Venice Beach 
grapples with homeless problem

Rodrick Mims, 50, who has been homeless off and
on over the last 15 years, kneels for a portrait with
his artwork and tent shelter on the beach by the
Pacific Ocean at Venice Beach in Los Angeles,
California. —AFP photos

Apainting by British pop icon
David Bowie recently discov-
ered and purchased for about

$4 at a Canadian store that resells
donated goods, has been sold at auc-
tion in Toronto for nearly $90,000
(Can$108,120), the auction house
said Friday. The sale price blew past
auction house Cowley Abbot’s esti-
mated $7,000 to $10,000 valuation
of the diminutive artwork, which went
to an American collector.

Auctioneer Rob Cowley said a
dozen bidders vied for the computer
and acrylic collage on canvas that is
part of the so-called D Head series of
portraits of the Ziggy Stardust rocker
himself, his friends, and others that he
painted between 1995 and 1997. The

24 by 20 centimeter painting of a
pale figure dressed in teal clothes,
with teal and red hair on a crimson
background, was originally sold
through a website around 2001. It
somehow found itself two decades
later at a donations store in South
River, Ontario — 300 kilometers
north of Toronto. There, an anony-
mous buyer paid $4 (Can$5) for it.

“We were very excited to discov-
er that the artwork was original and
authentic,” Cowley had told AFP at
the start of the two-week online auc-
tion. Bowie’s signed initials on the
back, he said, were authenticated by
a Bowie autographs expert. The sell-
er is “delighted and shocked” that the
painting fetched such a high price,

Cowley said on Friday. Bowie attend-
ed art school and collected hundreds
of artworks during his lifetime that
were sold off for tens of millions of
dollars after his death. But his own
artworks, according to Cowley, rarely
go on sale.

Starting with “Space Oddity” in
1969, Bowie scored hit after hit over
more than four decades, ranging
from “The Jean Genie” and “Heroes”
in the 1970s to “Let’s Dance” and
“Modern Love” in the 1980s to
more recent hits like 2013’s wistful
“Where Are We Now?”. Two days
after the release of his 25th studio
album, “Blackstar,” on his 69th birth-
day, Bowie died of cancer on
January 10, 2016. —AFP

David Bowie painting bought for
$4 sold at auction for nearly $90,000

Apotentially toxic seaweed originally found off Japan has
colonized a stretch of the Mediterranean coast near
Marseille that is home to one of France’s most popular

natural attractions. The green algae, rugulopteryx okamurae,
poses a health risk because once it washes up on rocks and
beaches it begins to decompose and emit hydrogen sulfide, a
putrid gas that can be lethal in large doses. In recent weeks the
plant has “proven to be invasive” at the wildly popular
Calanques National Park, whose secluded beaches tucked in
narrow, steep-walled inlets draw thousands of people every day
in the high season, a spokesman told AFP. It has also been spot-
ted on wharfs in Marseille and to the west of the city along what
is known as the Cote Bleue.

“It spreads and stinks up everything, the smell is nauseat-
ing,” said Guy Coulet, a Marseille resident. The weed is even
more prolific in the shallow waters off the coast, he said, where
it “is a real problem for fishing boats, clogging up their nets.”
Thierry Thibault, a researcher at the Mediterranean Institute of
Oceanography, said the algae has been present in the Thau
Bassin, around 200 kilometres west of Marseille, since 2008. It
was probably spread by “someone who ate sea urchins from the
Thau Bassin... and threw the shells back into the sea,” he said.

Marseille officials say the situation is under control and
analyses are underway to determine how best to eradicate the

seaweed. “At this point there is no danger for humans, but if the
gas concentrations get too high we’ll have to close beaches,”
said Herve Menchon, a deputy mayor in charge of marine biodi-
versity. He acknowledged, however, that children swimming in
the port-in theory prohibited-”is a problem,” and officials have
stepped up measures to keep people out. Regional authorities
have also been pulling out dense piles of the algae that form
underwater, but for now there is no solution on what to do with
the reeking plants as they rot. —AFP

The Netherlands is to verify the origin of works
of art stolen by the Nazis and hand over to the
Jewish community objects that cannot be traced,

the government said Friday. A total of 3,040 objects
from the collection of cultural works returned to the
country after the war will be examined. No proper
research into the origin of the works has been carried
out since 2007. “We have to keep up our efforts to
restitute to the right people the cultural assets which
were unintentionally lost or obtained illegally during
World War II,” Culture Minister Inge Van Engelshoven
said in a statement.

“We will succeed through systematic research and

better communication,” she added. The work will start
next year seeking new information on the origins and
original owners of the art. If no new light can be shed,
the authorities will decide with the Central Jewish
Council what to do with the works that are likely to be
handed over to Jewish communities, museums or insti-
tutions. The move launches a “strengthened restitution
policy”, costing 1.5 million euros ($1.8 million) over the
next four years, the education, culture and science
ministry said. Until now, the origins of a work of art
were only checked if a restitution request was filed or
if researchers from the center for the restitution of
valuable objects took an interest. —AFP

Dutch to check artwork stolen by Nazis for restitution

Invasive Japanese seaweed 
threatens French Mediterranean coast

This picture shows the invasive algae “rugulopteryx
okamurae” from Japan proliferating underwater in
the Calanque de Callelongue.
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The coal-fired tandoor oven sends a mouth-
watering scent wafting through the Mumbai
kitchen as celebrity chef Saransh Goila, maker of

the world’s “best butter chicken” according to
MasterChef Australia, takes a break from COVID-19
relief efforts and resumes work. Although the pandem-
ic has done little to slow the global appetite for his
delivery-only signature dish, business has been the last
thing on his mind of late with India battling a brutal
second wave of infections.

Much to his shock, Goila-who has over a million
Instagram and Twitter followers-started getting dozens
of messages daily from COVID-19 patients and their
families, asking for assistance sourcing healthy meals.
“You don’t think of people being stuck for home-
cooked meals in India,” he told AFP. “We are a country
where you have your neighbors, friends, family always
ready to help”. But with the coronavirus forcing people
into isolation and making entire families sick, those
networks were of little use.

So Goila launched a non-profit platform called
COVID Meals for India in April to connect thousands
of volunteer home cooks with coronavirus patients and
frontline workers in around 400 cities. Somehow, he
also managed to open his second overseas kitchen in
London’s trendy Shoreditch neighborhood last month,
five years after launching his business. His menu
includes innovative-or sacrilegious, depending on who

you ask-spins on the traditional dish. Diners can order
a butter chicken biryani, a butter chicken burger, chips
with-you guessed it-butter chicken gravy, and even a
butter chicken khichdi, a rice-and-lentil gruel usually
served to sick people.

Goila found his calling early, winning a televised
cooking competition aged 25 that led him to host a
travel program showcasing regional Indian cuisine. It
was then, while covering a distance of some 20,000
kilometers (12,400 miles), that he realized butter chick-

en had a universal appeal that cut across India’s
diverse cultures. So the bearded chef, who prefers
vegetarian food himself, decided to establish the
world’s first global butter chicken brand.

‘A hug in a bowl’ 
His profile exploded in 2018 when he was invited

by former MasterChef Australia judge George
Calombaris-a fan of Goila’s cooking-to be a guest on
the hit show, with contestants asked to recreate his

signature dish. Even before the pandemic, the popu-
larity of the creamy tomato-based curry has defied
every health trend going-there are no vegan or low-
calorie options on his menu-with eight outlets across
India and Britain. Butter chicken’s reassuring familiar-
ity has long made it an Indian restaurant staple, while
its mild flavor is unlikely to sting even the most sensi-
tive taste buds. Quite simply it is, as Goila puts it, “a
hug in a bowl”.

But COVID-19 has turned up some unexpected
challenges, with extended lockdowns transforming
even fine dining restaurants into delivery businesses
offering discounted meals. The fierce competition has
chipped away at Goila’s margins, slashing orders at his
Indian outlets by 30 percent and forcing him to lay off
10 percent of his staff. “It’s a tricky, tricky spot for the
hospitality industry,” he said. But his overseas outlets-
both in London-have given him something to cheer
about, serving up dozens of orders daily.

London is only the first stop on his international
wish list, which includes New York, Los Angeles and
Melbourne. As India’s latest coronavirus outbreak eas-
es, Goila’s relief initiative is still going strong, operating
at a scale that leaves the usually chatty chef temporari-
ly lost for words. “I mostly use social media for my own
benefit, you know, to promote my work... But this is
different”, he said. “You can actually make a change if
you want to. That’s what I have realized.” —AFP

The young Indian chef taking the
‘world’s best butter chicken’ global

Staff watch chef Saransh Goila (right) marinating chicken with spices in
the kitchen of the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

Chef Saransh Goila tastes a dish for a delivery order in the kitchen of
the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

Chef Saransh Goila (right) cooks a butter chicken dish in the kitchen
of the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai. —AFP photos

A staff places boneless chicken pieces on a skewer in the kitchen of
the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

A staff garnishes a delivery order in the kitchen of the Goila Butter
Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

Indian chef Saransh Goila prepares a dish in the kitchen of the Goila
Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

A staff picks spices while cooking in the kitchen of the
Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

A staff picks spices while cooking in the kitchen of the
Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

In this file photo Norwegian actress Liv Ullmann poses as she
arrives for the ‘70th Anniversary’ ceremony of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France.

German giant 
Aldi to phase out 
battery farm meat

German supermarket giant Aldi said
Friday it will stop selling meat pro-
duced with low animal welfare stan-

dards by 2030, in a move hailed by
Greenpeace as a “milestone”. “The customer
is ready,” the budget store said in a state-
ment, citing increasing sales of sustainably
produced goods and a change in consumer
awareness as the reasons for the decision.
Meat sold in German supermarkets is rated
according to animal welfare standards from
one to four, with the lowest rating offering
the poorest conditions.

Aldi said it was aiming for 15 percent of
meat in its stores to adhere to levels three
and four by the end of this year, rising to 33
percent by 2026. It aims to stop selling lev-
el-one meat completely by 2025 and for all
meat to adhere to levels three and four by
2030. International and frozen goods will be
exempt from the policy. Greenpeace said
the discount retailer had landed a “bull’s
eye” and praised the decision as “a mile-
stone that shows the whole industry the way
to go”. Thomas Schroeder, president of the
German Animal Welfare Federation, also
welcomed the move and called for other
retailers to follow suit.

“From our point of view, the current legal
basis for the keeping of animals in agriculture
is not sufficient to ensure animal welfare,” he
said. Renate Kuenast of the Green party
accused the government of being “overtak-
en” by the food industry on the issue and of
being too slow to work out new meat pro-
duction methods with farmers. The Bild daily
warned that means “one kilogram of mince
for 0.99 euros will no longer be available at
the supermarket” in sausage-mad Germany,
calling it an “Aldi-Bombshell”. Germany’s rat-
ing system measures the amount of space the
animals have and whether they have access
to outdoor space, as well as the quality of
their feed, care and health monitoring. Level
four guarantees at least twice as much space
as level one, as well as permanent access to
outdoor space. —AFP

Actors Samuel L Jackson and Danny Glover,
Norwegian actress Liv Ullmann and
actress-director Elaine May will receive

honorary Oscars ahead of the main 2022 gala, the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Jackson, May and Ullmann will be given honorary
statuettes, while Glover will receive the Jean
Hersholt Humanitarian Award at the Governors
Awards on January 15, the Academy said in a
statement. “We are thrilled to present this year’s
Governors Awards to four honorees who have
had a profound impact on both film and society,”
said Academy President David Rubin.

Glover, 74, first earned widespread recogni-
tion on the big screen in Steven Spielberg’s
adaptation of “The Color Purple” (1985) before
starring opposite Mel Gibson in the popular
“Lethal Weapon” cop buddy movies. “Danny
Glover’s decades-long advocacy for justice and
human rights reflects his dedication to recogniz-
ing our shared humanity on and off the screen,”
Rubin said. Jackson, 72, has appeared in dozens
of films, earning an Oscar nomination for his
indelible turn in Quentin Tarantino’s “Pulp
Fiction” (1994).

He has appeared in multiple Marvel movies as
the eyepatch-wearing onetime SHIELD boss
Nick Fury, wielded a lightsaber in the “Star
Wars” universe as Jedi master Mace Windu, and
delivered an unforgettable line in “Snakes on a
Plane.” Ullmann, 82, was introduced to interna-
tional audiences in Ingmar Bergman’s “Persona”
and would go on to make many films with the
Swedish director. She earned two Oscar nomina-
tions for best actress in the 1970s. Rubin said her
“bravery and emotional transparency has gifted
audiences with deeply affecting screen portray-
als.” May, 89, achieved great success through
her comedy partnership with Mike Nichols
before going on to earn Oscar nominations for
writing the screenplays for “Heaven Can Wait”
and “Primary Colors.” She also directed several
films including “A New Leaf,” “The Heartbreak
Kid” and “Ishtar.” “Elaine May’s bold, uncom-
promising approach to filmmaking, as a writer,
director and actress, reverberates as loudly as
ever with movie lovers,” Rubin said. —AFP

Samuel L Jackson, Danny Glover
among those to receive honorary Oscars

In this file photo actor Danny Glover attends the “Save The
Performing Arts Act of 2021” press conference in Los Angeles,
California.

Cow that escaped 
LA slaughterhouse
wins pardon thanks 
to songwriter

Acow that remained at large
after she and 40 others
escaped from a Los Angeles

slaughterhouse was found Thursday,
but unlike her fellow ex-fugitives
she will be spared after a celebrity
songwriter intervened on her behalf.
The cows had caused a sensation
when they ran amok Tuesday
evening in the streets of Pico Rivera,
a residential area of the city, wan-
dering around and munching on
people’s lawns.

Sheriff’s deputies aided by police
on horseback took hours to corral
the animals and get them onto trail-
ers for the trip back to the slaugh-
terhouse. At one point police had the
runaways cornered in a cul de sac
but the herd scattered when officers
tried to round them up. They had
escaped the meatpacking plant
through a gate that was left open.
Police shot dead one of them when it
charged towards a family with chil-
dren, but eventually 38 were
returned to face their demise.

But one of them continued to
evade the law and was only found
early Thursday, grazing in a field a
few miles from the slaughterhouse. A
Pico Rivera municipal official said
the cow would be sent to an animal
shelter, rather than the slaughter-
house, thanks to the intervention of
Diane Warren, a California song-
writer who has won a Grammy, an
Emmy and two Golden Globes for
her scores for hit movies. The town
of Pico Rivera is itself in discussions
with the owners of the slaughter-
house over the possibility of sending
all the escapees to shelters, the offi-
cial said. —AFP



LONDON: Serena Williams said yester-
day that she will not compete at the
Tokyo Olympics next month, joining fel-
low Grand Slam legend Rafael Nadal in
withdrawing from the Games. The 39-
year-old American revealed her decision
at her pre-Wimbledon press conference.
“I’m actually not on the Olympic list, so...
Not that I’m aware of. If so, then I
shouldn’t be on it,” she said.

She refused to divulge the reasons for
her decision. However, a ban on foreign
fans as well as family members at the
Olympics would have meant Williams
being separated from her daughter
Alexis Olympia.

The Olympics have already been
delayed by a year and organizers have
been forced to introduce strict measures
to fight COVID-19. “There’s a lot of rea-
sons that I made my Olympic decision,”
she said. “I don’t feel like going into them

today. Maybe another day. Sorry.”
Williams is the joint most successful

Olympian in tennis history in terms of
gold medals alongside sister Venus hav-
ing won one gold medal each in singles
and three in doubles. Venus edges the
medal count slightly as she also won a
silver in mixed doubles in 2016 in Rio.

Serena, who is bidding to equal
Margaret Court’s record of 24 Grand
Slam singles titles at Wimbledon, added
she had not really thought about what it
would mean to miss the Games. She won
the 2012 Olympic singles title in London
on the same Centre Court where she has
won seven Wimbledon singles titles.

She also won doubles gold with sister
Venus in Sydney (2000), Beijing (2008)
and London. “I have not thought about it
(missing the Games),” said Williams, who
plays world number 100 Aliaksandra
Sasnovich of Belarus in the first round at

Wimbledon. “In the past it’s been a won-
derful place for me. I really haven’t
thought about it, so I’m going to keep
not thinking about it.”

Nadal announced earlier this month he
would be missing Wimbledon and the
Olympics so as to look after his body and
prolong his career. His great rivals Roger
Federer and Novak Djokovic have yet to
decide whether they will go to Tokyo.

Federer, who like Serena is 39, said
Saturday it will depend on how he fares
at Wimbledon. Two-time defending
Olympic singles champion Andy Murray
will be going, fitness permitting, as he
has been selected in the Team GB squad.

Austrian Dominic Thiem will be
another absentee. The 27-year-old 2020
US Open champion announced his deci-
sion on the same day as Nadal and just
before he withdrew from Wimbledon
due to a wrist injury. —AFP
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From gangs and guns
to Tour de France for
South Africa’s Dlamini
BREST: South Africa’s Nic Dlamini set off
on cycling’s Tour de France on Saturday, a
long way from the township of his childhood
and hoping his odyssey inspires youngsters
growing up in similarly modest circum-
stances to reject gun crime.

Dlamini says there was an outpouring of
joy when he was selected for the Tokyo
Olympics that was redoubled when news
came he’d be taking part in the world’s
greatest bike race, the first black South
African to do so.

His status in South Africa is such that
Dlamini had a surprise call of congratulation
from Springboks’ Rugby World Cup winning
captain Siya Kolisi. “I wasn’t going to sleep
much tonight anyway, but that was the high-
light of my day,” explained Dlamini, whose
sports director later said: ‘Nic is the Siya
Kolisi of cycling in Africa’.”

The 25-year-old may have left South
Africa in his late teens for the chic Italian
town of Luca, but he insists his thoughts will
be with the Capricorn Park township kids
who support him as he pedals his way
around France over the next month. “In the
township itself, you’d be well known for own-
ing a gun,” he told AFP of his roots in
Capetown. “You’d be more respected for
owning a gun or shooting someone. It’s a
place where doing the wrong things gets you
up there. Growing up you’d see from a young
age that the kids wanted to get involved in
gangsterism because they see everyone
looks up to the gangsters.”

Dlamini says his ascent to professional
sport is helping change that attitude. “When
they announced the Olympics (his own
selection for the Tokyo road race) it started
changing things, teenagers wanting to turn
their lives around. It gave them hope that
anything is possible. And when they
announced the Tour it was even stronger,” he
said. He may also be something of a role
model for having stood up to rangers in
2019, who broke his arm in a scuffle over an
alleged non-payment of an entry fee to
where he was cycling.

Nicest bike
Dlamini’s own role model is South African

trail-runner Ryan Sandes, who tried to per-
suade him to pursue a career in athletics.
“Cycling had become almost part of my
backbone by then,” he says of a decision that
now seems to be the right one.

“My first bike was a re-spray, but I swear
at the time it looked like the nicest bike I’d
ever seen,” Dlamini told AFP at his team
hotel in Brittany. “If you grow up in a town-
ship you are sort of like living in a box, you
don’t get to go out and see nicer things. So I
thought my bike was really nice,” he smiles.

He was soon in a sports club and spent
time away from Capricorn in the extended
summer holidays during the 2010 World Cup
in South Africa. “We had a clubhouse and we
trained and slept there, it wasn’t the most
beautiful place but I was 14 and we trained
and watched the World Cup and the Tour de
France with all the others,” he says fondly
remembering his beginnings.

“Lots of good memories from back
then,” said Dlamini, who would soon move
on to Luca and then to Girona in Catalonia
after he graduated to Qhubeka’s World
Tour team a few years ago. “My mum
(Gloria Zalani) is super proud and obvious-
ly the rest of my family are too. I have a
five-month-old son and a wife and I wish
they could be here with me,” he says.
“Especially on Mandela Day in Paris,” he
added of July 18 which is also the date of
the Tour’s finish this year. — AFP

Serena Williams joins Nadal
in missing Tokyo Olympics
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LONDON: US player Serena Williams attends a press conference in the Main Interview
Room at The All England Tennis Club in Wimbledon, south-west London, yesterday,
ahead of the start of the 2021 Wimbledon Championships tennis tournament. — AFP

Holloway, Thomas
fire Olympic
warning at US trials
EUGENE: World 110m hurdles champion Grant
Holloway and rising 200m star Gabby Thomas fired
warning shots to rivals at next month’s Tokyo
Olympics on Saturday after storming to impressive
victories at the US athletics trials in Oregon.

Holloway, the reigning world champion, sealed his
ticket to Tokyo after coming within a whisker of
breaking Aries Merritt’s record of 12.80sec set in 2012.
The 23-year-old from Virginia clocked a world-lead-
ing 12.81sec in the semi-finals at Eugene’s Hayward
Field, before winning the final in 12.96sec ahead of
Devon Allen in 13.10sec and Daniel Roberts in 13.11sec.

There was a similarly emphatic victory for
Thomas in the women’s 200m, with the 24-year-old
Harvard graduate surging home in 21.61sec, the
fastest time in the world this year. Only the late
Florence Griffith-Joyner — whose world record of
21.34sec from the drug-tarnished 1988 Olympic
Games remains intact — has ever run faster.

Thomas had already set world-leading times in
the opening two rounds of the 200m. However she
saved her best for last, taking the lead coming off the
bend and powering home, arms aloft in celebration.
Jenna Prandini took second in 21.89 while youngster
Anavia Battle took third in 21.95. Veteran sprint
queen Allyson Felix, already assured of a place at the
Olympics in the 400m, finished fifth.

Near-miss for Benjamin
Another dominant performance saw Rai Benjamin

clock the second fastest time in history with his win
in the 400m hurdles. The 23-year-old 2019 world
championships silver medalist went out slowly
before accelerating off the final bend to demolish his
rivals with a world-leading time of 46.83secs.

Only world record-holder Kevin Young, whose
mark of 46.78sec has stood since 1992, has ever run
faster. Benjamin, the son of former West Indies Test
cricketer Winston Benjamin, was racing against the

clock as he pulled away down the stretch.
Benjamin said just missing out on the world

record would serve as motivation heading to the
Olympics. “.05sec isn’t anything in the grand scheme
of things,” he said. “I was training my butt off during
COVID during 2020. “It hurts a little bit that it was
right there and I couldn’t grab it, but it’s just more
fuel for the fire.” Kenny Selmon finished second to
clinch a place at the Olympics in a personal best
48.08sec while David Kendziera grabbed the third
qualifying spot with a time of 48.38sec.

Teen prodigy
Meanwhile, the men’s 200m semi-finals produced

another dazzling performance from 17-year-old
prodigy Erriyon Knighton. The high school track star
qualified for Sunday’s final with a blistering time of
19.88sec, relegating reigning 200m world champion
Noah Lyles (19.91sec) to second in their semi-final.
The world-leading performances were not restricted
to the track.

The women’s field events saw impressive wins for

hammer thrower DeAnna Price and pole vaulter
Katie Nageotte. Price became only the second
woman in history to break the 80-metre barrier with
her victory in the hammer, producing a mammoth
80.31m throw with her fifth attempt of the final. That
season-leading effort saw Price join Poland’s Anita
Wlodarczyk as the only woman to have thrown fur-
ther than 80m.

“I threw over 80m. Oh my God. My mind is like
mind blowing,” said Price, the 2019 world champion,
who was left pinching herself at being mentioned in
the same breath as Wlodarczyk, the double Olympic
and four-time world champion. “She is just this
amazing athlete,” Price said. “This is pretty crazy.
Being in that territory is a true honor.”

In the women’s pole vault, Nageotte cleared a
world-leading height of 4.95m to finish first ahead of
Morgann LeLeux. Rio Olympics silver medalist
Sandi Morris grabbed the third available ticket to
Tokyo with a vault of 4.60m, winning on countback
from Olivia Gruver and Jenn Suhr, the veteran 2012
Olympic champion. — AFP

EUGENE: Devon Allen, Grant Holloway and Trey Cunningham compete in the Men’s 110 Meters Hurdle Final on day
nine of the 2020 US Olympic Track and Field Team Trials at Hayward Field on Saturday in Eugene, Oregon. — AFP

Stricter screening
considered for Tokyo
Olympics arrivals
TOKYO: Olympic teams should be immediately
isolated if they arrive in Japan with a person infect-
ed with coronavirus, a Games official said yester-
day, after members of Uganda’s squad tested posi-
tive. Hidemasa Nakamura, a senior Tokyo 2020
Games official, said that it is “highly probable that
people will come into close contact with an infected

person if they travel on the same plane.”
“We’ll immediately prepare a system to isolate

and test them even before making a determination
(whether they had close contact with an infected
person),” he said in a program discussing coron-
avirus measures by public broadcaster NHK. His
comments come after two of the nine-member
Ugandan Olympic delegation tested positive for the
virus following their arrival this month.

Even after one person was confirmed infected
during screening at Tokyo’s Narita airport on June
19, the rest of the team travelled on a chartered bus
to Izumisano in Osaka prefecture. Local health
authorities later determined that the entire team —

as well as eight other people, including host-city
officials and bus drivers — had been in close con-
tact with the two infected individuals, Kyodo News
reported.

Public opinion has been firmly opposed to hold-
ing the Games this year over pandemic fears,
though recent polls suggest opposition may be
softening. No overseas fans will be allowed and
domestic spectators will be capped at 10,000 per
event. Japan has seen a comparatively small virus
outbreak, with around 14,600 deaths, despite
avoiding harsh lockdowns. An initially slow vaccine
drive has picked up, with nearly nine percent of the
population inoculated. — AFP

Djokovic ready to
be first among
equals at Wimbledon
LONDON: Novak Djokovic targets a record-equal-
ing 20th major and sixth Wimbledon title from tomor-
row which will edge him tantalizingly closer to
becoming only the third man in history to complete a
calendar Grand Slam.

The world number one has already won a ninth
Australian Open and second French Open this season.
That has put him halfway to emulating Don Budge
(1937) and Rod Laver (1962 and 1969) in sweeping all
four majors in the same year. It is a feat even his clos-
est rivals Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal have never
managed. “Everything is possible,” said 34-year-old
Djokovic after winning the French Open earlier this
month when asked if the Golden Slam of all four
majors and Olympic gold was a realistic target.

Djokovic memorably captured a fifth Wimbledon
in 2019, saving two championship points to defeat
Federer in the longest ever final at the All England
Club at four hours and 57 minutes. He was deprived
of defending his title in 2020 when Wimbledon was
cancelled due to the pandemic.

Djokovic has won seven of the last 11 Slams as he
ramps up his assault on the record of 20 majors held
jointly by Federer and Nadal. The Serb starts his
defense tomorrow against British world number 250
Jack Draper who was born just six miles (9.5km) from
the All England Club. Nadal, the Wimbledon champi-
on in 2008 and 2010, has already withdrawn from this

year’s tournament, still scarred by the bruising loss to
Djokovic in the French Open semi-finals.

Federer eyes ninth title
Eight-time winner Federer, meanwhile, will be 40

in August and won just one match on grass at Halle in
the build-up to Wimbledon. Federer, who underwent
two knee surgeries in 2020, won the last of his eight
Wimbledons in 2017 and the most recent of his 20
majors in Australia in 2018.

The Swiss star has lost three finals to Djokovic at
the All England Club — 2014, 2015 and the epic
2019 clash. “Truthfully, I don’t think my goal was to
play till, whatever, 39 or 40 or more,” said Federer
on Saturday. “It was maybe more like 35 maybe I
was thinking, which was already a high number at
the time.”

Federer, in the opposite half of the draw to
Djokovic, begins his campaign on Tuesday against
France’s Adrian Mannarino against whom he holds a
6-0 head-to-head advantage. The rest of the cur-
rent top 10 have endured relatively mediocre
Wimbledon records.

Only 33-year-old Roberto Bautista Agut, a sur-
prise semi-finalist two years ago, has reached further
than the last 16. Daniil Medvedev has made only the
third round but was buoyed Saturday by a first grass
court title in Mallorca. Dominic Thiem has withdrawn
due to a wrist injury.

Alexander Zverev had a best last-16 run in 2017
but was a first-round loser two years ago while
Andrey Rublev has yet to get past the second round.
Of the remainder of the top 10, French Open runner-
up Stefanos Tsitsipas and Matteo Berrettini are
Djokovic’s most likely threats.

Tsitsipas made the last 16 in 2018 before exiting in
the first round two years ago. The Greek, however, is
one of the form players of 2021, winning titles in
Monte Carlo and Lyon before forcing Djokovic to
recover from two sets down in the Roland Garros final.
Queen’s Club champion Matteo Berrettini is also a
dangerman for Djokovic. The Italian made the last 16
in 2019 where it took Federer to stop his progress. He
was also the first man to win the Queen’s title on debut
since Boris Becker in 1985 — the German went on to
win a maiden Wimbledon just weeks later. — AFP

LONDON: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic takes part in a
practice session at The All England Tennis Club in
Wimbledon, southwest London, on June 25, 2021,
ahead of the start of the 2021 Wimbledon
Championships tennis tournament. —AFP
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LONDON: Twenty-five years on from the penal-
ty miss that cast a shadow over his playing
career, England manager Gareth Southgate has a
shot  at  redemption and revenge against
Germany. Euro 2020’s blockbuster last 16 clash
comes much earlier in the tournament than the
Euro 96 semi-f inal  between the pair  when
Southgate was the only one of 12 players unable
to find the net from the spot.

But with a favorable route to the final for the
victors and England enjoying home advantage at
Wembley tomorrow and the semi-finals and final
should they get there, the pressure is on
Southgate to deliver. “I hope we can do it for him
as well so he can get his own revenge,” said
England midfielder Declan Rice.

Southgate himself has tried to get his England
team to look forward not back, especially given
the Three Lions’ record against Germany in major
tournaments. Since lifting the World Cup in 1966,
England have never won a knockout game against
the four-time world champions, losing at the 1970,
1990 and 2010 World Cups on top of the pain of
Euro 96. “There’s no point fearing the past,”
Manchester United forward Marcus Rashford said
this week. “You can’t go back and change it. What
we can change is the result of the next game.”

Southgate already has so much credit in the
bank with his employers that Football Association
chief executive Mark Bullingham told reporters on
Friday he wants to extend his contract, which runs
until after the 2022 World Cup, regardless of
tomorrow’s result. An unexpected run to the 2018
World Cup semi-finals and Southgate’s impressive
leadership on a series of off the field matters has

earned the FA’s trust, but some of the public
remain unconvinced.

Attacking talent
Despite topping Group D with seven points

from a possible nine, a return of just two goals
from three games has not impressed the England
fans on their return to Wembley. A 0-0 draw with
Scotland was met with a chorus of boos, while
social media has been littered with criticism of
Southgate for being too conservative with such an
array of attacking talent.

The use of two holding midfielders in Declan
Rice and Kalvin Phillips and the manager’s faith in
Harry Kane and Raheem Sterling means there has
only been two places available for Jack Grealish,
Phil Foden, Jadon Sancho, Marcus Rashford,
Mason Mount and Bukayo Saka to fight for.

Sancho’s limited involvement of just six minutes
as a late substitute against the Czech Republic has
baffled German observers, who have seen him
develop into a player United are set to spend £85
million ($118 million) on during his four years in
the Bundesliga with Borussia Dortmund. “We just
have so many good attacking players,” Southgate
said in defense of Sancho’s lack of minutes. But
that has so far not been borne out at a tournament
England arrived at with far higher expectations
than in Russia three years ago.

Southgate has reportedly been influenced by
the manner in which Portugal won Euro 2016 and
France lifted the World Cup three years ago
where a solid defense built the foundation for the
likes of Cristiano Ronaldo and Kylian Mbappe to
win games further forward. Rarely have England

ever been so confident ahead of a meeting against
Germany.

Joachim Loew’s men were six minutes away
from exiting at the group stage for a second
straight tournament before Leon Goretzka’s late

strike snatched a 2-2 draw against Hungary. End
his country’s and his personal hoodoo against
Germany and Southgate will have a nation on his
side once more. Defeat and five years of progress
will quickly be forgotten. —AFP

Redemption or ridicule awaits
Southgate in Germany clash

BURTON-ON-TRENT: England’s coach Gareth Southgate (third left) leads a training session of his team at
St George’s Park in Burton-on-Trent yesterday. —AFP

Suns go wire-to-wire
to seize commanding
3-1 series lead
LOS ANGELES: Devin Booker scored 25 points and
Chris Paul made several clutch free throws in the wan-
ing moments as the Phoenix Suns held for an 84-80
win over Los Angeles, putting the Clippers on the
brink of elimination from the NBA playoffs.

The Suns led wire-to-wire but it was far from easy
as they led by as many as 16 points in the third but saw
that dwindle to just one in the fourth when both teams
struggled to score, combining for just 29 points in the
quarter.

Paul had vowed to be better in game four and he
was, scoring 18 points, dishing out seven assists and
making five free throws in the final 10 seconds as the
Suns seized a commanding 3-1 lead in the best-of-sev-
en Western Conference finals. “We still got a ways to
go but it felt good to get one here,” said Paul, who
recently returned from COVID-19 isolation. “This was
a tough environment. My nerves are better out here
playing than they are at home watching.”

Deandre Ayton finished with 19 points and 22
rebounds and Mikal Bridges chipped in six points and
13 rebounds for the Suns, who are one win away from
reaching their first NBA finals since 1993. Game five is
tonight in Phoenix.

Paul George led the Clippers with 23 points and 16
rebounds while Reggie Jackson had 20 points and
Ivica Zubac finished with 13 points and 14 rebounds in
front of a crowd of 18,200 at Staples Center arena in
downtown Los Angeles.

Booker was eight of 22 from the field and zero of
five from three-point range as he had to adjust to play-
ing with a plastic face guard to protect a broken nose
he suffered in a collision with Clippers guard Patrick
Beverley in game two. “I believe in this team,” Booker
said. “It was a close one but we came out with the win.
“We rely on our defense. To hold a team like that to 80
points on their home court is impressive.”

Booker removed the face mask for the second half,
saying it was difficult to get into a flow with it on. The
Clippers once again played without their star Kawhi
Leonard but Jackson has stepped up to fill some of the
void. Jackson came into game four averaging 23 points
in the games Leonard has been out.

“I have to play better offensively,” Jackson said.
“We have to move the ball and find easy shots. And the
ones we had tonight will probably go in the next
game.” Leonard has not played since suffering a right
knee sprain in game four of the previous round.

Anemic offense
This was one of the lowest-scoring games of

these playoffs thanks to strong defensive play mixed
in with some poor shooting by both teams in the
fourth quarter. With Booker sitting on the bench
because of too many fouls, the game went through a
four-minute stretch in the fourth where neither team

scored a basket. The Suns outscored the Clippers 15-
14 in the final quarter.

The Clippers were unable to rally from a 2-0 deficit
to tie the series like they did in each of the first two
rounds of the postseason. They must now win three
straight games in order to reach their first ever NBA
finals. George shot just five of 20 from the floor, made
just 12 of 18 free throws and missed eight of nine from
three-point range. Asked if his players were tired,
Clippers coach Tyronn Lue said, “It could be. But no
excuses. At this time of the season guys could be tired.
But we have to fight through.” —AFP

LOS ANGELES: Chris Paul #3 of the Phoenix Suns cele-
brates during Game 4 of the Western Conference
Finals of the 2021 NBA Playoffs on Saturday at STA-
PLES Center in Los Angeles, California. —AFP

ASSEN: French rider Fabio Quartararo celebrates on
his Yamaha after winning the MotoGP race at the TT
circuit of Assen, the Netherlands, yesterday. —AFP

DUBAI: Kuwait SC on Saturday managed to beat
Saudi Arabia’s Al-Nasser basketball team 96-85 to be
crowned the winner of the 40th GCC Champions Club
Championship. For the second time, Kuwait SC won

this tournament following fierce competition between
both sides, to qualify for the Asian Club Championship
to be held in August in Indonesia. Kuwait SC had
grabbed this title for the first time in 2003. —KUNA

DUBAI: Kuwait SC players and staff celebrate with the trophy. —KUNA

England v Germany:
Matches that fostered
historic rivalry
LONDON: England’s rivalry with Germany will be
rekindled on Tuesday in a blockbuster Euro 2020 last-
16 clash at Wembley. The greatest day in the Three
Lions’ history came against West Germany at the same
stadium in 1966 but since then England have never
beaten the four-time world champions in a knockout
match at a major tournament. AFP Sport looks at five
classic clashes that fostered a historic rivalry.

1966 - England 4 West Germany 2
England are aiming to end 55 years of hurt without

winning a major tournament on July 11. Geoff Hurst’s
hat-trick in 1966 is part of football folklore in his home-
land but not so fondly remembered in Germany due to
controversy over the crucial third England goal.

After 90 minutes the sides were level at 2-2
thanks to Wolfgang Weber’s last-minute equaliser
for the Germans. Hurst’s second goal came when his
shot bounced down off the underside of the bar and
Tofiq Bahramov, a linesman from Azerbaijan, award-
ed the goal.

Hurst completed his hat-trick in the final minute of
extra-time with a strike remembered for Kenneth
Wolstenholme’s iconic BBC TV commentary. “Some
people are on the pitch, they think it’s all over,” cried
Wolstenholme. “It is now, it’s four!”

1970 - England 2 West Germany 3
Germany got their revenge four years later as they

came from behind to outlast the world champions in the
searing Mexican heat. Alan Mullery and Martin Peters
put England 2-0 in front but, inspired by Franz
Beckenbauer’s strike to half the deficit, the Germans
levelled late on through Uwe Seeler’s header. Gerd
Mueller thrashed home the winner in extra-time.

1990 - England 1 West Germany 
1 - West Germany win 4-3 on penalties

England’s painful relationship with penalty
shootouts began at Italia 90 when Bobby Robson’s men
got to within touching distance of the World Cup final
for just the second time. Gary Lineker cancelled out
Andreas Brehme’s deflected free-kick to take the game
to spot-kicks in Turin.

But Stuart Pearce and Chris Waddle became the first
in a long line of England players to become syn-
onomous with missing penalties while the Germans
were flawless as they went on to win the World Cup for
a third time.

1996 - England 1 Germany 
1 - Germany win 6-5 on penalties

Six years later on home soil, England suffered the
same result from the spot with current manager
Gareth Southgate the only man to miss as again the
Germans progressed to a final they would win. The
Three Lions were riding the crest of a wave coming
into the last four.

“Football’s Coming Home” was the soundtrack to the
summer as England saw off Scotland, the Netherlands
and Spain to reach the European Championship semi-
finals. Alan Shearer opened the scoring early to cement
his status as the tournament’s top scorer before Stefan
Kuntz quickly leveled. Chances came and went for both
sides in a tense 120 minutes, but it was Southgate who
was the fall guy when his spot-kick was saved by
Andreas Koepke.

2010 - Germany 4 England 1
Germany got their revenge for Hurst’s controversial

1966 goal in South Africa in 2010. Miroslav Klose and
Lukas Podolski put Germany 2-0 up as Germany made
a blistering start in Bloemfontein but Matthew Upson
pulled a goal back.

Frank Lampard’s shot then struck the underside of
the bar and clearly bounced over the line. But in the
days prior to goalline technology, the officials waved
play on. Germany’s youthful generation, who would go
on to win the World Cup four years later, cut loose after
the break, with Thomas Mueller scoring twice.  —AFP

Kuwait SC wins GCC basketball championship Championship leader
Quartararo wins
Dutch MotoGP
ASSEN: Yamaha’s Frenchman Fabio Quartararo won
yesterday’s Dutch MotoGP to stretch his lead at the
top of the drivers’ standings with a dominant dis-
play in Assen. Two Spaniards in Maverick Vinales
and champion Joan Mir completed the podium as
Quartararo claimed his fourth race victory of the
campaign before the mid-season break.

Quartararo, 22, in just his third term at the top
table of racing extended his advantage to 34 points
ahead of second-placed Johann Zarco, who had to
contend with a fourth place in the Netherlands.
Frenchman Zarco is now on 122 points with Italian
Francesco Bagnaia on 109.

Yamaha’s Vinales started on pole after setting a
new track record during Saturday’s qualifying but it
was his team-mate Quartararo who dominated the
race throughout. Quartararo, nicknamed ‘El Diablo’,
celebrated his success by hitting a golf ball with
club on the track after the race in reference to a
video he posted on social midweek.

Seven-time champion Valentino Rossi failed to
finish after falling off his bike with seven laps to go.
Earlier, Kalex’s Spaniard Raul Fernandez moved
within 31 points of overall Moto2 leader Remy
Gardner after clinching victory.

Fernandez edged team-mate and Australian
Gardner in second as fellow country-man Augusto
Fernandez claimed a podium clean-sweep for the
German outfit. Up to 11,500 spectators were
allowed into the track at Assen, and they saw Italian
Dennis Foggia win the Moto3. The next event of the
season is the Styrian Grand Prix on August 8, which
is set to welcome full stands of fans.  —AFPOgier wins Safari 

Rally after 
Neuville retirement
NAIROBI: Sebastien Ogier extended his lead at the
head of the World Rally Championship title race
with victory in the Safari Rally in Kenya yesterday.
Ogier benefitted from the early retirement of
overnight leader Thierry Neuville who broke his
right rear shock absorber during the day’s first spe-
cial stage. Frenchman Ogier came home 21.8 sec-
onds ahead of his Toyota teammate Takamoto

Katsuta with the Estonian Ott Tanak third in his
Hyundai. It is Ogier’s 53rd career victory and his
fourth this season, putting the Frenchman in control
of his quest to collect an eighth title.

Neuville, who held a 57-second lead overnight
over Takamoto Katsuta, also in a Toyota, arrived at
the end of the first stage with a severely damaged
right rear suspension, having lost one minute over 11
kilometers. “It’s heartbreaking to end the WE
(weekend) like this,” said Neuville on Twitter. “We
had to retire after our suspension broke in SS14 this
morning. This is how it is but I feel sad for us and
the team. I think we all did the job and everybody is
working very hard. There’s no one to blame and we
will continue to push.” The seventh round of the
WRC takes place in Estonia from July 15-18. —AFP



Super subs fire Italy
past Austria into
quarter-finals
LONDON: Substitutes Federico Chiesa and Matteo
Pessina struck in extra-time as Italy beat battling
Austria 2-1 to reach the quarter-finals of Euro 2020
at Wembley on Saturday. The two teams were locked
at 0-0 after 90 minutes in London, with Italy enjoy-
ing the better of the first half and Austria coming
back strongly in the second period.

But Chiesa made the crucial breakthrough early
in extra-time and another goal from Pessina set up a
quarter-final against the winners of Sunday’s tie
between Belgium and holders Portugal, despite late
drama. “We knew we had to suffer because Austria
are the typical side who do not allow (you) to play
well,” said Italy boss Roberto Mancini. “The substi-
tutes made the difference for us, but everybody gave
their best tonight. I’m happy because the lads gave
everything to win even when we were tired.”

Having emerged as Group A winners with a 100
percent record after playing all three of their games
in Rome, Italy were on the road for the first time in
the tournament. Mancini made seven changes from
the side that beat Wales as Marco Verratti started
instead of Manuel Locatelli in midfield, while Giorgio
Chiellini again missed out with a hamstring injury.

After belting out a rousing rendition of their

national anthem with ample backing from the largely
Italian crowd, the Azzurri made a lively start.
Leonardo Spinazzola’s buccaneering bursts from left-
back were a constant threat and he had Italy’s first
sight of goal with a blast wide from an acute angle.

Nicolo Barella’s low volley from Spinazzola’s
cross forced Daniel Bachmann to save with his legs.
Ciro Immobile was inches away from putting Italy
ahead when the Lazio forward whipped an auda-
cious 20-yard strike against the woodwork with
Bachmann rooted to the spot. For all their posses-
sion, Italy lacked the cutting edge to kill off the
Austrians.

VAR denies Austria
Marko Arnautovic thought he had given Austria a

shock lead in the 65th minute when he nodded home
from David Alaba’s header, but the former West Ham
striker was ruled to be marginally offside after a
lengthy VAR review. Substitute Locatelli fluffed his
chipped effort and Domenico Berardi sent a bicycle
kick well over as Italy’s frustration mounted. 

The sides were locked at 0-0 at the end of nor-
mal time but it did not take long for Italy to make
their mark in extra-time. The impressive Spinazzola
crossed from the left and Chiesa controlled the ball
and rifled home with his left foot five minutes into
the extra half-hour. “It’s never too late to come on
from the bench,” said Chiesa after the match. “The
credit goes to the coach because everyone is always
ready, we’re a squad of 26 starters.”

Italy effectively ended the tie 10 minutes later
when Francesco Acerbi shepherded the ball to

Pessina, who finished superbly before racing
towards the corner flag and throwing himself on the
turf. But there was still time for late drama when
Austria’s Sasa Kalajdzic stooped to head the ball in
at the near post from a corner with a little over five
minutes to go.

That was the first goal Italy had conceded since
October 2020, ending a run of 1,168 minutes without
conceding. But ultimately they did enough to win
and in the process set a new national record of 31
games unbeaten. The side that failed even to qualify
for the 2018 World Cup will fancy their chances of
going all the way. —AFP

LONDON: Italy’s midfielder Matteo Pessina scores the
team’s second goal during extra-time in the UEFA
Euro 2020 round of 16 football match between Italy
and Austria at Wembley Stadium in London on
Saturday. —AFP
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Arena capacity
increased for
France v Switzerland
BUCHAREST: France and Switzerland will
play their Euro 2020 last-16 clash in front
of up to 25,000 people at the National
Arena in Bucharest, UEFA announced yes-
terday, doubling the previously announced
at tendance . “We can conf i rm that  the
National Arena Bucharest capacity was
increased to around 50 percent. The avail-
ab le  capac i ty  wi l l  be  approx imate ly
25,000,” 

UEFA confirmed in a statement ahead of
tonight’s match. European football’s gov-
erning body added that  the addit ional
seats made available were sold “only to
fully vaccinated people”. The permitted
crowd at the stadium in the Romanian cap-
ital  for the tournament had previously
been set  at   25 percent of  the venue’s
capacity. —AFP

COPENHAGEN: The good news for Spain came all at
once, their five-goal rout of Slovakia on Wednesday
steering them clear of an early exit and restoring hope
they could even win Euro 2020. Luis Enrique said he
would have taken any position in Group E as long as
Spain got through and yet from desperation came ela-
tion, a goal-fest in Seville transforming expectations
after a whirlwind 60 minutes. “Just like that,” came
Marca’s headline on Thursday, while AS’s front cover
read: ‘Permission to believe’.

Whether optimism proves brief or longer-lasting
will depend on the outcome tonight against Croatia,
the World Cup finalists who appear to be growing
into this competition themselves. Croatia also quali-
fied in second place and will certainly offer a sterner
examination than Slovakia, who put up surely the
worst performance of any team in all 36 matches of
the group stage.

They might have profited from Spain’s goal-scoring
angst had the floodgates not been so generously
opened by their own goalkeeper Martin Dubravka.
After Alvaro Morata’s missed penalty, Dubravka flap-
ping the ball into his own net was the perfect way to
calm Spanish nerves and why doubts still linger around
Spain being able to navigate tougher tests to come.

Their route to the final could be perilous. France are
a potential foe in the quarter-finals and perhaps Italy,
Belgium or Portugal in the semis. Croatia may be a
class below any of those but still a class above what

Spain have faced so far, with their midfield of Luka
Modric, Marcelo Brozovic and Mateo Kovacic pos-
sessing the guile to dominate the very best.

But Spain do have a spring in their step again, no
matter how fortuitously they found it, and a victory in
Copenhagen tonight would give them genuine momen-
tum too. It would represent the country’s first quarter-
final at a major tournament since they were last Euro
champions in 2012.

“It’s obviously a relief, not only for me, but what it
means when you keep insisting on the same football
ideas and you see you can get results with them,” said
Luis Enrique. “The result comes at the best moment
and it prepares us for what is to come.”

Misfiring Morata
Morata’s finishing woes remain the chief concern,

with the 28-year-old perhaps the only player not to
leave La Cartuja feeling rejuvenated. He stepped up to
take Spain’s early penalty but missed, and then went
off in the second half, only to watch his replacement
Ferran Torres flick in at the near post 10 seconds later.

Luis Enrique picking Gerard Moreno to join,
instead of oust, Morata has felt like a workable com-
promise but with others now making their case, his
loyalty comes at a price. Pablo Sarabia was the stand-
out performer against Slovakia, his decisiveness and
precision in the final third as refreshing as it was
impressive.

Torres showed again why his pace and threat has so
often been favored in the past. Marcos Llorente was
left on the bench but is still perhaps the squad’s most
penetrative attacking option. Luis Enrique admitted his
four changes had been aimed at “shaking the hornet’s
nest”, finding a solution to “a kind of block, when the
energy isn’t there”.

But the return of Sergio Busquets in midfield was a
surprise to nobody, Spain’s captain returning to the
relief of everybody after missing the first two games
following a positive test for COVID. Busquets brought
poise to the midfield and leadership to a youthful team
that has been full of craft but arguably lacking the kind

of assuredness that only comes with experience. “He
produced a textbook performance in how to be a piv-
ot, offensively and defensively,” said Luis Enrique.

Luis Enrique’s hope the bottle of cava will be
“uncorked” by Spain’s latest goal frenzy has not
always bore fruit in recent months. Spain beat
Lithuania 4-0 in June before the goalless draw with
Sweden. They thrashed Germany 6-0 in November
only then to draw 1-1 at home to Greece. Croatia will
be counting on a similar regression towards the mean
while Spain have to prove Slovakia really was a
release, rather than a one-off. “We have confidence,”
said Busquets. “This has to be the start.” —AFP

Spain’s Euro rejuvenation put
to the test by Modric’s Croatia

COPENHAGEN: A combination of file pictures shows Spain’s forward Alvaro Morata (left) and Croatia’s
midfielder Luka Modric. —AFP

Dolberg and Danes
begin to believe in
Euro 2020 destiny
AMSTERDAM: Could a tournament that started so awfully end in unlikely
glory for Denmark? That romantic notion is beginning to look like a gen-
uine possibility after Kasper Hjulmand’s team tore apart Wales 4-0 on
Saturday to reach the quarter-finals of Euro 2020.

Football could not have seemed less important when Christian Eriksen
suffered cardiac arrest during their opening game against Finland in
Copenhagen, which they went on to lose 1-0. But the Danes have been
carried by a wave of emotion from that moment and, after scraping out of
the group stage, in Amsterdam — where Eriksen made his name with Ajax
— they recorded one of the biggest ever victories in the European
Championship knockout rounds. Almost everyone in the 14,645 crowd
allowed inside the Johan Cruyff Arena was Danish, while back home fans
celebrated on the streets in Copenhagen. “Now we can go all the way”
was the headline in tabloid Ekstra Bladet, looking forward to a quarter-
final in Baku next weekend. “One thing at a time,” said Hjulmand. “There is
no need to think so far ahead but we believe in each other.”

Parallels can be drawn with 1992, when the Danes benefited from a ban
on war-torn Yugoslavia to qualify for the Euro in Sweden and went on to
win the trophy. Saturday’s victory against Wales came on the anniversary

of that triumph and this time, without Eriksen, it is clear Denmark still have
an outstanding team driven by the desire to win for their stricken friend.
“We have been preparing for this for a long time. We believed in each oth-
er, we were optimistic, then Christian collapsed and that is where every-
thing changed, for me at least,” Hjulmand said. “I felt that we were put
suddenly in a totally different situation. I am very grateful for all the sup-
port everyone has shown. We needed the love and support and that is
what gave us wings.”

The quality is there: every member of their starting line-up against
Wales plays in one of Europe’s big five leagues. Against Wales the sense
fate was on their side was epitomized by the match-winning role played
by Kasper Dolberg. The striker did not start a group game but was
brought into the side with Yussuf Poulsen injured and scored the first two
goals on the ground where — like Eriksen — he made his name with Ajax.
Joakim Maehle, the Atalanta full-back, and Barcelona’s Martin Braithwaite
completed the rout. 

Dolberg, whose parents were handball players, emerged in Amsterdam
when he scored 16 league goals for Ajax as a teenager in 2016/17, also
featuring on their run to that season’s Europa League final. A move to
French club Nice for a reported 20 million euros ($23.9m) followed in
2019, but weeks later his watch — worth many thousands of euros — was
stolen from the changing room by a team-mate. Dolberg also came into
the delayed Euro after a season in which he just couldn’t catch a break.
Last September, while on international duty, the 23-year-old’s house was
burgled and his car, a Porsche, was stolen. A succession of injury problems
followed. He contracted COVID-19 twice. Then, in February, he had to
undergo surgery for appendicitis. —AFP

AMSTERDAM: Denmark fans celebrate at the end of the UEFA Euro 2020 round of 16
football match between Wales and Denmark at the Johan Cruyff Arena in
Amsterdam on Saturday. —AFP
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BUDAPEST: The Czech Republic reached the Euro 
2020 quarter-finals yesterday after shocking 10-
man Netherlands 2-0 in their last-16 tie in Budapest 
thanks to second-half strikes by Tomas Holes and 
Patrik Schick. 

A header by Holes and clinical finish by Schick 
came after Matthijs de Ligt was sent off in the 
55th minute, securing the efficient Czechs a 
deserved berth in the last eight against Denmark 
in Baku on July 3. 

Having emerged as Group C winners with a 
100 percent record after playing all three of their 
games in Amsterdam, Frank de Boer’s fancied 
Netherlands were on the road for the first time in 
the tournament. 

Roared on by boisterous ranks of orange-clad 
fans in a packed Puskas Arena, the only Euro 2020 
venue not to limit stadium capacity as an anti-coro-
navirus precaution, it was the livelier Dutch who 
dominated the opening exchanges. 

On eight minutes a floated cross by Danny Blind 
evaded Tomas Vaclik in the Czech goal but De Ligt’s 
header across the goalmouth was sliced well wide 
by Memphis Depay. Then Denzel Dumfries, raiding 
on both wings, was released on the left soon after 
but, with Vaclik again flailing, couldn’t direct his 
header into the open goal. 

But after soaking up the early pressure Jaroslav 
Silhavy’s well-organised side, who qualified as one 
of the four best third-placed sides, began posing 
threats of their own with a series of dangerous 
counter-attacks. 

Tomas Soucek, who took over the captain’s 
armband from the injured Vladimir Darida, 
glanced a dangerous header just wide at full 
stretch midway through the period. Then Antonin 
Barak, fed by Lukas Masopust, blasted a left-
footed effort high and wide when through on goal 
approaching the break. 

Early in the second period the advantage swung 

decisively the Czechs way when De Ligt was sent 
off by the Russian referee Sergei Karasev after a 
VAR review. Bayer Leverkusen striker Schick, scor-
er of all three Czech goals in the group stage, put 
De Ligt under pressure, prompting the Juventus 
defender to blatantly knock the ball away with his 
hand to deny a goalscoring opportunity. 

Midway through the half, with the Czechs scent-

ing blood, Pavel Kaderabek should have got the 
opener while in space in the area but saw his shot 
blocked. Then 68 minutes in a curled free-kick from 
the right by Barak was headed across goal by 
Tomas Kalas to the unmarked Holes who had time 
to place his header and spark bedlam among the 
Czech fans. 

Ten minutes from the end Schick sealed the win 

with his fourth goal of Euro 2020, slotting home 
with his left foot at the near post after the rampant 
Holes pounced on a loose ball and laid on a clever 
cut-back. 

In truth, a man down, the hapless Dutch never 
looked like catching the Czechs who were comfort-
able at the end, chalking up their fourth straight win 
over the Oranje in front of jubilant fans. — AFP

Czechs upset 10-man Netherlands 
to reach Euro 2020 quarter-finals

BUDAPEST: Czech Republic’s players celebrate at the end of the UEFA Euro 2020 round of 16 football match between the Netherlands and the Czech Republic at Puskas 
Arena in Budapest yesterday. — AFP
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