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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and 
Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday National 

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. He also 
received His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Furthermore, 

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince 
received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah, and 

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and 
Minister of State for Nazaha (Integrity) 
Enhancement Abdullah Yousef Al-Roumi. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Crown Prince receives 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 
meets National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets His 
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Hamad Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets 
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Justice and Minister of State for Nazaha Enhancement Abdullah 
Yousef Al-Roumi.
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 the decision. Sulaiman Al-Ghais, Director of viola-

tions at Municipality’s Al-Jahra office, said teams in 
Al-Jahra were accompanied by a police force in order 
to enforce the implementation of the government 
decision.  Al-Ghais, speaking to KUNA, commended 
managements of shopping malls and gyms to make 
sure non-vaccinated persons were not allowed to 
enter the facilities. He said a facility would be fined 
KD 5,000 if it allowed non-vaccinated persons, 
unless the management proved the visitor breached 
the restriction decision.  

Kuwait government decided on June 17 it would 
allow access to most public venues only for fully vac-
cinated people, in an effort to contain the spread of 
the Delta coronavirus variant, which has been behind 
a sharp rise in new infections. As per the new rules, 
only those who have had both doses of a COVID-19 
vaccine will be allowed to enter large shopping malls, 
gyms and salons, in addition to state bodies that pro-
vide services. On public venue admission for those 
vaccinated, a smartphone app called “Immune” will 
be valid proof of immunization and subsequent entry 
to these venues.  

Meanwhile, Abdullah Jaber, head of the Capital 
health requirements implementation department, said 
teams were touring the shopping malls, gyms, restau-
rants, coffee shops, cinema theaters and cultural cen-
ters to make sure they were in compliance with the 
government’s decision. — KUNA 

Facilities breaching 
vaccine rules to...
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 the south, it has been trying to establish itself as 

a mediator since the defeat of the Islamic State 
group in late 2017. 

Sisi told Saleh that Egypt “looked forward to 
developing cooperation with Iraq into a sustainable 
framework of economic integration and strategic 
cooperation”, according to a statement from Sisi’s 
office. It said Saleh expressed Iraq’s “keenness to 

raise cooperation with Egypt to the level of strate-
gic partnership... as a cornerstone for maintaining 
regional security and stability”. 

Sisi is the first Egyptian president to visit Baghdad 
since Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein’s troops invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. Relations between Baghdad and 
Cairo have improved in recent years, and officials 
from the two countries have conducted visits. The 
Jordanian king visited in early 2019 for the first time 
in 10 years. Media reports revealed that Iranian and 
Saudi officials met in Baghdad in April, their first 
high-level meeting since Riyadh cut diplomatic ties 
with Tehran in 2016. The countries have backed 
opposite sides of several regional conflicts, from 
Syria to Iraq and Yemen, where a Saudi-led military 
coalition is fighting the Houthi rebels. — AFP

Iraq, Egypt  
and Jordan...
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“They squabbled over who owned the duck and their 

tribes, the Al-Hassaniya and the Al-Zubeid, fired live 
rounds and grenades,” he said, adding that the dead 
man belonged to one of the tribes but had not taken 
part in the fighting. 

Lawmaker Abbud Al-Issawi blames such petty but 
lethal violence on the “collapse of the state in 2003” fol-
lowing the toppling of dictator Saddam Hussein in a US-
led invasion. The “proliferation of weapons and arms 
trafficking” are also to blame, said Issawi, who heads a 
parliamentary committee on tribal affairs. 

Gun-toting Iraqis have become a feature of the 
country of 39 million people, experts say. In 2017, at 
least 7.6 million small arms were owned by around 20 
million adults, according to the Small Arms Survey 
organization which tracks weapons and armed violence 
around the globe. 

But many more guns remain unregistered in Iraq, 
said the group. Tribes are powerful actors in Iraq, par-
ticularly in its oil-rich south, where they have their own 
moral and judicial codes as well as huge caches of arms. 
Videos posted on social media regularly show rockets, 
heavy machine guns and even armored vehicles being 
used in tribal clashes. 

And when fights break out, tribal elders gather to 

settle the dispute, with their verdict overriding the law 
of the land. Up until the ouster of Saddam, state law 
took precedence over tribal law. Under federal law in 
post-Saddam Iraq, armed confrontations are officially 
considered acts of “terrorism” that carry the death 
penalty. Iraq’s respected religious leadership, based in 
the rural south where it has many followers, has weighed 
in on the side of authorities. 

Top cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani has said the 
pitched battles that often rock the south have “plunged 
the entire country into a spiral of instability and under-
development”. But even the words of such a revered 
figure as Sistani appear to have fallen on deaf ears. In 
the village of Bani Hashem in eastern Iraq, a football 
match between the Al-Freijat and Al-Rissetem tribes 
ended with a deadly score-one fatality and five 
wounded-after two players quarreled. A tribal council 
met and ordered $13,000 in “blood money” be paid to 
the family of the dead man, a policeman with knowl-
edge of the case told AFP. But some tribal conflicts can 
run for months if not years, according to Sheikh Yaarab 
Al-Mohammedawi, a tribal elder from the southern 
province of Basra. A dispute over sewerage that has 
left three dead has been running for four months with 
no settlement in sight, he said. 

“The state must control the flow of arms and socie-
ty must put aside the language of weapons and adopt 
the culture of dialogue,” the sheikh said. But not just 
yet, as apparently petty disputes continue to kill in 
Iraq. In Diwaniya, a rural province known for its poul-
try, a rooster in heat trespassed onto a neighbor’s land 
in search of hens, sparking a battle in which two peo-
ple died.—AFP

In tribal Iraq, 
petty fights...
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 discontent. He tried to coax tourists to Turkish 

beaches with exemptions from weekend curfews and 
other coronavirus rules. But quarantines placed on 
travellers returning from Turkey laid the government’s 
plans to waste. In 2019, Bodrum airport welcomed a 
record 4.34 million tourists to a city dubbed the 
“Turkish Saint-Tropez”. 

Traffic slumped by two-thirds last year however, 
and the airport recorded just 350,000 arrivals between 
January and May. Things are finally looking up, and 
Turkish leaders have their fingers crossed. “God will-
ing, we will jump-start tourism and have a tourist 
push,” Erdogan said this month. 

Russia this week lifted a Turkish travel ban that was 
officially imposed because of the coronavirus but 
which coincided with a spike in geopolitical tensions. 
And more people are expected once EU travel rules 
ease on July 1. But the scenic city that stretches from 
the sea to rolling hills bears little resemblance to the 
playground of jetsetters and moneyed Istanbulites of 
the past. “You see all the boats resting on the shore, 
maybe one of them goes on tour a day,” guide organiz-
er Baris Kasal lamented. “We said the last season was 
‘dead’. We are calling this one ‘the walking dead’,” he 
quipped. “There’s been a little bit of movement but it’s 
very, very weak.” Russians make up the largest share of 
tourists because Turkey is one of the main holiday des-
tinations they can reach without a visa. 

Bodrum airport operations manager Iclal Kayaoglu 
said it was handling just a tenth of the passengers it did 
in 2019. “It’s primarily the Russians and British who vis-
it,” she said. 

Russians found a way to sneak in even when travel 
was banned by the Kremlin. The number of arrivals 
from Poland spiked after they opted for a circuitous 
route. Yet shop owners say the business these holiday-
makers drum up barely covers the debts and state 

loans they took on to survive last summer. 
“Last year was like a joke, but we thought it was just 

that one time, and that we would get over it,” said 
leather shop owner Engin Erkan. “But we are on our 
second year now. We are not strong enough to keep 
standing.” Bodrum Chamber of Commerce board 
chairman Mahmut Serdar Kocadon said he did not 
expect tourism levels to return to pre-pandemic levels 
for at least two more years. 

Local business revenues were down 80 percent 
from their highs in 2019, he said. “We’ve reached a 
point where businesses are standing on the brink of 
bankruptcy,” Kocadon said.  

In 2019, Turkey hosted 45 million tourists. The 
tourism minister lowered the target to 30 million after 
the country entered a full lockdown in late April to save 
its summer season, but few now think that goal will be 
reached. The tourists who are here-many of them 
Ukrainians and other eastern Europeans-are delighted 
to have the sun to themselves. “We didn’t travel last 
year, but this year we decided to go to the seaside,” 
said Ukrainian Michael Grunnyi while holidaying with 
his wife and daughter. “For Ukraine, Europe is now 
closed. Turkey is perfect because of the COVID situa-
tion.” But the mayor of Bodrum sounded frustrated. 
“You cannot just open in July and expect to recover,” 
Aras said. “It does not work that way.” — AFP 

Turkish resort  
frets over 2nd...
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key issues in the next Assembly session sched-

uled for July 6. MP Mohammad Al-Rasheedi said he 
will host the evening meeting of the opposition for 
“consultations and coordination”. 

Opposition lawmakers are contemplating a num-
ber of issues including the grilling of ministers, 
amending a law that currently punishes politicians 
for life if they are convicted of insulting religions 

and HH the Amir, a law proposing to amend the 
election law and the resignation of MP Yousef Al-
Fadhalah. 

The opposition is preparing to demand holding 
a special session to debate those issues but lead-
ing opposition MP Obaid Al-Wasmi said that no 
motion has been submitted yet and the opposition 
will decide the next course of action at the sched-
uled meeting. Opposition MP Muhannad Al-Sayer 
meanwhile said he has prepared a motion calling 
to give priority to debating the grilling of ministers 
ahead of that of HH the prime minister. He said that 
a number of MPs have signed the motion and oth-
ers will follow. He said that he is proposing to 
debate the grillings of ministers during the regular 
session on July 6. 

Speaker calls 
for session to...BODRUM: This aerial view taken on June 17, 2021 

shows the city of Bodrum, on the Aegean Sea, 
southwestern Turkey. — AFP


