
Makeshift memorial 
honors missing 
in Florida tragedy
SURFSIDE: The scores of people missing in the
collapse of the beachfront condo building in
Florida are no longer just a dry number but have
names and faces thanks to a makeshift memorial
erected nearby.

On a chain link fence at a site serving as a stag-
ing ground for rescue teams and equipment, pho-
tos of some of the missing illustrate the despera-
tion of their loved ones, waiting for news after the
sudden and still unexplained tragedy in the wee
hours of Thursday. Behind the fence, a block away,
smoke drifts up from the rubble of the Champlain
Tower South building, half of which fell like a
house of cards, while cranes and other heavy
machinery groan with the work of moving con-
crete and steel rubble.

As of Saturday night, five people are confirmed
dead and 156 who may have been in the building
when it came tumbling down in the middle of the
night in this beach town near Miami are unaccount-
ed for. One photo on the fence shows a father and
his adolescent son-Alfredo, in glasses and bearded,
and young Lorenzo-with the word “MISSING” and
this note: “A family friend tells me they were in unit
512.” Other photos show an older couple seated at

a restaurant, a young man in suit and bow tie, and a
couple standing on a beach-identified as Ilan
Naibryf and Deborah Berezdivin.

Passages from the Bible are written on Post-its
attached to some of the pictures. Beside the photos,
well-wishers have stuck flowers in the fence and set
candles on the ground.

“You can see the smoke off in the distance, and
here the faces of the missing. Now they are unfor-
gettable,” said Olivia Ostrow, a French woman who
has lived in Surfside for 20 years.

“These parents, these children. They are people

just like us,” Ostrow told AFP, her eyes filling with
tears. Gina Berlin, who has lived in the neighbor-
hood for nearly 30 years, said she came to the
memorial to pray for the missing.

“I am still in shock,” said the 54-year-old, who
has two friends who live in the part of the building
that remained standing and were able to get out
safely. The memorial went up in a noisy and
bustling spot as electrical generators from the res-
cue effort hum and trucks come and go. At one
point police even barred people from stopping at
the memorial fence. —AFP

WELLINGTON: Donald Trump held his first big
campaign-style rally since leaving the White House,
giving a vintage, rambling speech Saturday to an
adoring audience as he launched a series of appear-
ances ahead of next year’s midterm elections. The
former president, who has been booted from social
media platforms and faces multiple legal woes, has
flirted with his own potential candidacy in 2024, but
in the 90-minute address at a fair grounds in Ohio
he made no clear mention of his political future,
even when the crowd chanted “four more years!
four more years!”

Trump did tease them at one point by alluding to
the possibility of another stab at the White House.

“We may have to win it a third time. It is possible,”
he said, showing yet again he thinks he won in
November. The crowd cheered wildly. On other mat-
ters Trump flitted from one to the next-immigration,
crime, gun rights, Afghanistan, Iran and more-bounc-
ing like a pinball in true Trumpian style. One repeated
message was that President Joe Biden is a catastro-
phe. “Joe Biden is destroying our nation before our
very eyes,” Trump said.

And Trump hammered away yet again at the false-
hood that he won the November election but Biden
prevailed through fraud. “The election was over,”
Trump said, “And we took a massive victory. They
did into something that should never be allowed.”

Until now Trump had delivered two major speech-
es since leaving Washington in January, including a
vindictive monologue in North Carolina early this
month when relitigated his loss to Biden. The Ohio
rally drew a crowd of several thousand, who were
enthusiastic but not quite raucous.

One purpose of it was for Trump to endorse con-
servative candidate Max Miller, a former Trump aide.
With this event the brash billionaire made clear he
wants to remain a powerful force in the Republican
Party’s effort to retake the Senate and House of
Representatives next year. In particular, he has sig-
naled a willingness to help candidates who embrace
his Make America Great Again movement. In the
crowd many sported shirts with slogans like “Trump
2024 — Because America can never be too great.”

“If you look at all of Trump’s rallies, you’ll see hun-
dreds upon hundreds of thousands of people and
there is no way a demented old man won this elec-
tion,” said Laura Benas, 57, a retail manager in
Wellington, referring to Biden. Trump, 75, has main-
tained a relatively low profile since leaving the presi-
dency under a cloud three weeks after the deadly
January 6 uprising at the US Capitol.

The House impeached Trump for inciting the
insurrection-with 10 Republicans joining Democrats
in voting to oust the president-but he was acquitted
by the Senate. It was his second impeachment.

Now, Trump is calling for the scalps of those
Republicans who voted to impeach him, beginning
with Anthony Gonzalez, the Ohio incumbent whom
Miller is challenging in a Republican primary.

Trump’s Save America PAC, or political action

committee, says the Ohio rally marks the first of
many appearances by the ex-president “in support
of candidates and causes that further the MAGA
agenda and accomplishments of President Trump’s
administration.” — AFP

Monday, June 28, 2021

6
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Established 1961 

Ex-president launches a series of appearances ahead of midterm elections

With Ohio rally, Trump kicks 
off big MAGA campaign slog 

Secret UK defense 
documents found 
at bus stop
LONDON: Britain’s government said yester-
day it was investigating how secret defense
documents, outlining the movements of a war-
ship that led to Russia firing warning shots off
the Crimean coast, were found at a bus stop in
England. The Ministry of Defense said that an
employee told it last week that the documents
had been lost, and that an investigation had
been launched.

“It shouldn’t be able to happen,” Brandon
Lewis, minister for Northern Ireland, told Sky
News yesterday. “It was properly reported at
the time... there’s an internal investigation into
that situation.”

An anonymous member of the public told the
BBC they found 50 pages of classified informa-
tion behind a bus stop in Kent, southern England,
on Tuesday. The papers discussed the possible
Russian reaction to Britain’s HMS Defender trav-
elling through Ukrainian waters off the coast of
Crimea on Wednesday, the BBC reported.

Russia on Wednesday said it fired warning
shots at the navy destroyer in the Black Sea
after what it said was a violation of its territorial
waters. Britain however said it was making “an
innocent passage through Ukrainian territorial
waters in accordance with international law.”

According to Moscow, the incident took
place off the coast of Cape Fiolent on Crimea,
which Russia annexed from Ukraine in 2014 in a
move that the vast majority of the international
community has not recognized. The documents
appear to show that the British officials knew
the route could lead to a possible reaction from
the Russians, but that taking an alternative pas-
sage could be considered by Moscow as “the
UK being scared/running away”.

The route it did take would instead “provide
an opportunity to engage with the Ukrainian
government... in what the UK recognizes as
Ukrainian territorial waters,” said another doc-
ument. Russia’s foreign ministry on Thursday
summoned the British ambassador to “strongly
protest” the incident. Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov described it as a “deliberate and
prepared provocation”.

Russia’s defense ministry said warning shots
were fired and bombs dropped along the path
of the HMS Defender. Among the other docu-
ments found at the bus stop were those that
laid out plans for possible British military pres-
ence in Afghanistan after the end of NATO
operations there. — AFP

WELLINGTON, United States: Former US President Donald Trump speaks during his campaign-style rally in
Wellington, Ohio, Saturday. — AFP

PARIS: Paris prosecutors have
charged a young woman with aggra-
vated manslaughter over the death of
an Italian on the Seine river embank-
ment in Paris earlier this month in a
collision with an electronic scooter.
The woman, who is a nurse, is sus-
pected of driving the scooter that hit
the 32-year-old Italian woman, said a
source close to the investigation yes-
terday, asking not to be named.

The incident revived debate over
the safety risks in allowing the hugely
popular devices onto the busy streets
of Paris. The woman was charged late
Saturday with manslaughter, aggra-
vated by fleeing the scene and delib-
erately showing negligence in the
June 14 accident.

She was released but placed under
judicial control ahead of trial.

The suspect had been detained on
Thursday along with another young

woman after a 10-day search for the
driver of the scooter. The other
woman was released on Friday. The
accident happened when the Italian,
Miriam S. born in Rome but living in
Paris, was in the pedestrianized area
to socialize with colleagues. She was
talking to a friend when she was hit by
the scooter with two people on board
who both then fled.

She died of her wounds two days
later on June 16. The scooters have
drawn the ire of many residents and
some city councilors who say they are
cluttering up already crowded side-
walks and squares.

In 2019, a man in his 80s was
struck and killed in the Paris suburb of
Levallois-Perret, and last year a 75-
year-old woman was killed in Paris
after being hit by an e-scooter.
Officially they are forbidden on side-
walks and only one rider is allowed,

but enforcement is scant and many
riders, including tourists, ignore or are
unaware of the rules.

Paris also has a e-scooter speed
limit of 20 km/h (12 mph) and pro-
hibits parking them on sidewalks or
public squares, where they are often
scattered either upright or knocked
over. An April survey of 237 users by
Axa Prevention, part of the Axa
insurance group, found that 79 per-

cent admitted to riding on sidewalks,
while 66 percent said they would roll
through yellow traffic lights instead
of stopping.

In 2020, 78 pedestrians were
injured in France after being struck
by e-scooters or so-called “personal
transporters”-such as gyropods and
electric skateboards-according to
the Securite Routiere road safety
agency. — AFP 

SURFSIDE, US: Rescue personnel continue to search the rubble at the site of a collapsed building in Surfside, Florida,
north of Miami Beach Saturday. —AFP

Woman charged over deadly
Paris e-scooter accident

‘No regrets’, says 
defiant Catalan 
separatist
MONTBLANC: He spent three years and
eight months behind bars for his involvement
in Catalonia’s 2017 failed independence bid.
But Jordi Cuixart says he has no regrets, days
after being pardoned by Spain. One of nine
Catalan separatist leaders freed on
Wednesday as a gesture of “reconciliation”,
Cuixart says the olive branch will not resolve
the separatist crisis in this wealthy northeast-
ern region of Spain.

“These pardons don’t reflect a desire to
resolve the political conflict,” says the 46-
year-old who heads Omnium Cultural, one
of the region’s biggest grassroots pro-inde-
pendence groups. Speaking to AFP, Cuixart
pointed to widespread criticism of their
imprisonment from NGOs like Amnesty
International as a factor behind the release
of the separatists, but said what tipped the

balance was that “our being in prison was
creating problems for the Spanish state”.

Cuixart was arrested on October 16,
2017 after a demonstration outside a
regional government building during which
several police vehicles were destroyed. In
2019, he was sentenced to nine years in
prison for sedition.

‘No regrets’ 
The image of Cuixart addressing pro-

testers while standing on a police vehicle
remains one of the enduring images of the
failed independence bid which sparked
Spain’s worst political crisis in decades. The
prisoners were serving between nine and 13
years each for their role in holding a refer-
endum banned by Spain’s courts and that
was marred by police violence.

Several weeks later, Catalonia’s separatist
regional parliament made a short-lived dec-
laration of independence, prompting
Madrid to sack the regional government
and suspend its autonomy. And after much
thought while in prison, Cuixart says he has
almost no regrets. “I don’t regret anything
except the violence that was inflicted (by

police) on ordinary citizens,” he said, blam-
ing the Spanish state for all the unrest.
Others have been slightly more self-critical.
Oriol Junqueras, deputy head of the Catalan
government at the time of the crisis and the
prisoner serving the longest sentence of 13
years, recently admitted the separatists
made mistakes back in 2017. — AFP

MONTBLANC, Spain: Catalan separatist Jordi
Cuixart (left) poses for a picture with locals
as he walks in his hometown of Montblanc,
near Tarragona. —AFP

MARIB, Yemen: Clashes between
rebels and Yemeni government fight-
ers killed at least 111 in Marib in three
days, pro-government sources said,
following a renewed offensive by
Houthi insurgents. The Iran-allied
insurgents escalated their efforts to
seize Marib, the government’s last
stronghold in northern Yemen, in
February, and the fighting has killed
hundreds on both sides.

The fighting between Thursday
and Sunday killed 29 pro-govern-
ment personnel and at least 82
rebels, three pro-government
sources told AFP. Rebel forces have
not confirmed the toll.

Yemeni government officials said
that since Thursday, the Houthis had
mounted intensive attacks from the

north, south and west, but were
unable to breach government defens-
es which were supported by air cov-
er from a Saudi-led military coalition.
“These areas witnessed fierce fight-
ing amid artillery shelling from both
sides and intense coalition air raids,”
one government military official said.

Control of the oil-rich region of
Marib would strengthen the Houthis’
bargaining position in peace talks,
but the battle has also raised fears of
a humanitarian catastrophe, as many
Yemenis had fled to the area to
escape fighting in other parts of the
country. Yemen’s conflict flared in
2014 when the Houthis seized the
capital Sanaa, prompting the Saudi-
led intervention to prop up the gov-
ernment the following year. — AFP

111 Yemen govt, rebel fighters
killed in Marib in 3 days


