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The coal-fired tandoor oven sends a mouth-
watering scent wafting through the Mumbai
kitchen as celebrity chef Saransh Goila, maker of

the world’s “best butter chicken” according to
MasterChef Australia, takes a break from COVID-19
relief efforts and resumes work. Although the pandem-
ic has done little to slow the global appetite for his
delivery-only signature dish, business has been the last
thing on his mind of late with India battling a brutal
second wave of infections.

Much to his shock, Goila-who has over a million
Instagram and Twitter followers-started getting dozens
of messages daily from COVID-19 patients and their
families, asking for assistance sourcing healthy meals.
“You don’t think of people being stuck for home-
cooked meals in India,” he told AFP. “We are a country
where you have your neighbors, friends, family always
ready to help”. But with the coronavirus forcing people
into isolation and making entire families sick, those
networks were of little use.

So Goila launched a non-profit platform called
COVID Meals for India in April to connect thousands
of volunteer home cooks with coronavirus patients and
frontline workers in around 400 cities. Somehow, he
also managed to open his second overseas kitchen in
London’s trendy Shoreditch neighborhood last month,
five years after launching his business. His menu
includes innovative-or sacrilegious, depending on who

you ask-spins on the traditional dish. Diners can order
a butter chicken biryani, a butter chicken burger, chips
with-you guessed it-butter chicken gravy, and even a
butter chicken khichdi, a rice-and-lentil gruel usually
served to sick people.

Goila found his calling early, winning a televised
cooking competition aged 25 that led him to host a
travel program showcasing regional Indian cuisine. It
was then, while covering a distance of some 20,000
kilometers (12,400 miles), that he realized butter chick-

en had a universal appeal that cut across India’s
diverse cultures. So the bearded chef, who prefers
vegetarian food himself, decided to establish the
world’s first global butter chicken brand.

‘A hug in a bowl’ 
His profile exploded in 2018 when he was invited

by former MasterChef Australia judge George
Calombaris-a fan of Goila’s cooking-to be a guest on
the hit show, with contestants asked to recreate his

signature dish. Even before the pandemic, the popu-
larity of the creamy tomato-based curry has defied
every health trend going-there are no vegan or low-
calorie options on his menu-with eight outlets across
India and Britain. Butter chicken’s reassuring familiar-
ity has long made it an Indian restaurant staple, while
its mild flavor is unlikely to sting even the most sensi-
tive taste buds. Quite simply it is, as Goila puts it, “a
hug in a bowl”.

But COVID-19 has turned up some unexpected
challenges, with extended lockdowns transforming
even fine dining restaurants into delivery businesses
offering discounted meals. The fierce competition has
chipped away at Goila’s margins, slashing orders at his
Indian outlets by 30 percent and forcing him to lay off
10 percent of his staff. “It’s a tricky, tricky spot for the
hospitality industry,” he said. But his overseas outlets-
both in London-have given him something to cheer
about, serving up dozens of orders daily.

London is only the first stop on his international
wish list, which includes New York, Los Angeles and
Melbourne. As India’s latest coronavirus outbreak eas-
es, Goila’s relief initiative is still going strong, operating
at a scale that leaves the usually chatty chef temporari-
ly lost for words. “I mostly use social media for my own
benefit, you know, to promote my work... But this is
different”, he said. “You can actually make a change if
you want to. That’s what I have realized.” —AFP

The young Indian chef taking the
‘world’s best butter chicken’ global

Staff watch chef Saransh Goila (right) marinating chicken with spices in
the kitchen of the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

Chef Saransh Goila tastes a dish for a delivery order in the kitchen of
the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

Chef Saransh Goila (right) cooks a butter chicken dish in the kitchen
of the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai. —AFP photos

A staff places boneless chicken pieces on a skewer in the kitchen of
the Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

A staff garnishes a delivery order in the kitchen of the Goila Butter
Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

Indian chef Saransh Goila prepares a dish in the kitchen of the Goila
Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

A staff picks spices while cooking in the kitchen of the
Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

A staff picks spices while cooking in the kitchen of the
Goila Butter Chicken restaurant in Mumbai.

In this file photo Norwegian actress Liv Ullmann poses as she
arrives for the ‘70th Anniversary’ ceremony of the Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes, southern France.

German giant 
Aldi to phase out 
battery farm meat

German supermarket giant Aldi said
Friday it will stop selling meat pro-
duced with low animal welfare stan-

dards by 2030, in a move hailed by
Greenpeace as a “milestone”. “The customer
is ready,” the budget store said in a state-
ment, citing increasing sales of sustainably
produced goods and a change in consumer
awareness as the reasons for the decision.
Meat sold in German supermarkets is rated
according to animal welfare standards from
one to four, with the lowest rating offering
the poorest conditions.

Aldi said it was aiming for 15 percent of
meat in its stores to adhere to levels three
and four by the end of this year, rising to 33
percent by 2026. It aims to stop selling lev-
el-one meat completely by 2025 and for all
meat to adhere to levels three and four by
2030. International and frozen goods will be
exempt from the policy. Greenpeace said
the discount retailer had landed a “bull’s
eye” and praised the decision as “a mile-
stone that shows the whole industry the way
to go”. Thomas Schroeder, president of the
German Animal Welfare Federation, also
welcomed the move and called for other
retailers to follow suit.

“From our point of view, the current legal
basis for the keeping of animals in agriculture
is not sufficient to ensure animal welfare,” he
said. Renate Kuenast of the Green party
accused the government of being “overtak-
en” by the food industry on the issue and of
being too slow to work out new meat pro-
duction methods with farmers. The Bild daily
warned that means “one kilogram of mince
for 0.99 euros will no longer be available at
the supermarket” in sausage-mad Germany,
calling it an “Aldi-Bombshell”. Germany’s rat-
ing system measures the amount of space the
animals have and whether they have access
to outdoor space, as well as the quality of
their feed, care and health monitoring. Level
four guarantees at least twice as much space
as level one, as well as permanent access to
outdoor space. —AFP

Actors Samuel L Jackson and Danny Glover,
Norwegian actress Liv Ullmann and
actress-director Elaine May will receive

honorary Oscars ahead of the main 2022 gala, the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
Jackson, May and Ullmann will be given honorary
statuettes, while Glover will receive the Jean
Hersholt Humanitarian Award at the Governors
Awards on January 15, the Academy said in a
statement. “We are thrilled to present this year’s
Governors Awards to four honorees who have
had a profound impact on both film and society,”
said Academy President David Rubin.

Glover, 74, first earned widespread recogni-
tion on the big screen in Steven Spielberg’s
adaptation of “The Color Purple” (1985) before
starring opposite Mel Gibson in the popular
“Lethal Weapon” cop buddy movies. “Danny
Glover’s decades-long advocacy for justice and
human rights reflects his dedication to recogniz-
ing our shared humanity on and off the screen,”
Rubin said. Jackson, 72, has appeared in dozens
of films, earning an Oscar nomination for his
indelible turn in Quentin Tarantino’s “Pulp
Fiction” (1994).

He has appeared in multiple Marvel movies as
the eyepatch-wearing onetime SHIELD boss
Nick Fury, wielded a lightsaber in the “Star
Wars” universe as Jedi master Mace Windu, and
delivered an unforgettable line in “Snakes on a
Plane.” Ullmann, 82, was introduced to interna-
tional audiences in Ingmar Bergman’s “Persona”
and would go on to make many films with the
Swedish director. She earned two Oscar nomina-
tions for best actress in the 1970s. Rubin said her
“bravery and emotional transparency has gifted
audiences with deeply affecting screen portray-
als.” May, 89, achieved great success through
her comedy partnership with Mike Nichols
before going on to earn Oscar nominations for
writing the screenplays for “Heaven Can Wait”
and “Primary Colors.” She also directed several
films including “A New Leaf,” “The Heartbreak
Kid” and “Ishtar.” “Elaine May’s bold, uncom-
promising approach to filmmaking, as a writer,
director and actress, reverberates as loudly as
ever with movie lovers,” Rubin said. —AFP

Samuel L Jackson, Danny Glover
among those to receive honorary Oscars

In this file photo actor Danny Glover attends the “Save The
Performing Arts Act of 2021” press conference in Los Angeles,
California.

Cow that escaped 
LA slaughterhouse
wins pardon thanks 
to songwriter

Acow that remained at large
after she and 40 others
escaped from a Los Angeles

slaughterhouse was found Thursday,
but unlike her fellow ex-fugitives
she will be spared after a celebrity
songwriter intervened on her behalf.
The cows had caused a sensation
when they ran amok Tuesday
evening in the streets of Pico Rivera,
a residential area of the city, wan-
dering around and munching on
people’s lawns.

Sheriff’s deputies aided by police
on horseback took hours to corral
the animals and get them onto trail-
ers for the trip back to the slaugh-
terhouse. At one point police had the
runaways cornered in a cul de sac
but the herd scattered when officers
tried to round them up. They had
escaped the meatpacking plant
through a gate that was left open.
Police shot dead one of them when it
charged towards a family with chil-
dren, but eventually 38 were
returned to face their demise.

But one of them continued to
evade the law and was only found
early Thursday, grazing in a field a
few miles from the slaughterhouse. A
Pico Rivera municipal official said
the cow would be sent to an animal
shelter, rather than the slaughter-
house, thanks to the intervention of
Diane Warren, a California song-
writer who has won a Grammy, an
Emmy and two Golden Globes for
her scores for hit movies. The town
of Pico Rivera is itself in discussions
with the owners of the slaughter-
house over the possibility of sending
all the escapees to shelters, the offi-
cial said. —AFP


