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KUWAIT: Customs officers found 292,000 bags 
containing chewing tobacco that were hidden in 
two containers that arrived at Shuaiba Port yes-
terday. The two 40-foot containers were searched 
after arriving from an Asian country, and the con-
trabands were found. They were taken to the 

proper authorities for further action. 
On Saturday, cooperation between customs 

detectives and the southern ports administration 
had resulted in the discovery of two containers 
containing 4.5 million Captagon pills, a large 
quantity of chewing tobacco and counterfeit 

products. The contraband will be sent to con-
cerned authorities. 

Customs officers became suspicious after four 
containers remained at the port for 90 days with-
out being claimed by anyone. The containers were 
searched - two did not contain anything illegal, 

the third had nearly 4.5 million Captagon tablets 
hidden in it while the fourth container contained 
counterfeit goods, in addition to banned tobacco 
products. The customs administration thanked the 
Fire Force for helping in cutting into the metal to 
extract the pills.  

Kuwait customs seize Captagon pills, 
chewing tobacco, counterfeit goods 

KUWAIT: Customs workers open one of the containers. Captagon pills found in one of the containers.

Roads’ repair ongoing during curfew hours

KUWAIT: The public works ministry takes advantage of the partial curfew to maintain and pave roads in several regions of Kuwait. The work is much easier in the absence of traffic during the lockdown hours from 5pm 
to 5am, effective between March 7 and April 8. — KUNA photos
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In 2016, he was disqualified from contesting the 

Assembly polls by the interior ministry. The exclusion 
was upheld by the administrative court at its three lev-
els. In last year’s polls, the interior ministry again dis-
qualified him from contesting. The lower court sup-
ported the decision, but the courts of appeals and cas-
sation overturned the decision and allowed him to run. 
He won a seat in spectacular fashion, coming in second 
place out of 10 and bagging the second highest num-
ber of votes in Kuwait. 

The constitutional court said in its ruling yesterday 
that Dahoum is forbidden by law to be included in the 
electoral rolls because he was convicted of insulting 
HH the Amir. It added that losing his right as an eligible 

voter makes him ineligible to run in elections, accord-
ing to the election law. 

The ruling cited the law as stating that “a member 
of parliament must not have been convicted of the 
crime of insulting the Almighty, prophets or the Amir”. 
Because he was convicted of this crime, “his election to 
the Assembly is null and void”. 

Hundreds of MPs and activists thronged Dahoum’s 
home to declare their total support for the opposition 
leader, who has vowed to fight corruption. Dahoum 
described the ruling as an interference by the court in 
the works of the legislative council, adding this repre-
sents “a demolition of state institutions and the consti-
tution”. He blamed the government for “the bad situa-
tion” in the country because of its alliance with “cor-
rupt and influential” people. 

MP Osama Al-Munawer said the constitutional 
court’s ruling will “open doors wide for chaos”, adding 
that he will submit a bill to allow Dahoum to contest 
the polls. The revoking of Dahoum’s membership must 
be first approved by the Assembly in a vote to allow 
inviting voters of the fifth constituency to elect a 
replacement in supplementary polls.

Court revokes 
membership of...
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In another potentially significant finding, 

researchers found the rates of COVID-19 were lower 
in schools practicing masking than they were in the 
surrounding cities and towns. A three-foot rule would 
have an enormous impact on prospects for fully 
reopening schools, offices and even public areas such 
as sports venues. As the top school officials from 
Penfield, New York wrote in the journal Education 
Week, “The single biggest obstacle to fully reopening 
schools is the 6-foot distancing requirement.” — AFP 

US weighs 1-m  
distancing rule...
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 “deradicalization from holding violent extremist 

religious ideology” measures in a gazette notifica-
tion seen by AFP Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Public Security Minister Sarath 
Weerasekera announced Saturday that the burqa, a 
loose garment covering from head to toe and worn 
in public in many Islamic states, was a threat to Sri 
Lanka’s national security. “The burqa is something 
that directly affects our national security,” 
Weerasekera told reporters in Colombo. “This 
(dress) came into Sri Lanka only recently. It is a 
symbol of their religious extremism.” Weerasekera 
said he signed documents outlawing the burqa, but 
they need to be approved by the cabinet of minis-
ters and parliament where the government has a 
two-thirds majority to see its bills through. Sri 

Lanka had used emergency laws to impose a tem-
porary ban on the garment soon after the April 2019 
jihadi bombings against three churches on the 
island killed 279 people. 

Burqa wearers are not commonly seen in 
Buddhist majority Sri Lanka where Muslims are a 
small minority accounting for 10 percent of the 
country’s 21 million population. The moves come 
ahead of the second anniversary of the 2019 Easter 
Sunday attacks that killed 279 people and wounded 
over 500. The coordinated suicide bombings, 
against three churches and three high-end hotels, 
were blamed on a local Islamic extremist group. 

But the new regulations do not only target 
Islamic extremism and could apply to any reli-
gious group or community. A presidential com-
mission that probed the attacks called for the ban-
ning of both Islamic extremists as well as ultra-
nationalist Buddhist groups, which were accused 
of feeding off each other. Tensions between Sri 
Lanka’s minority Muslims and the majority 
Buddhists resurfaced after the 2019 bombings, 
which also seriously damaged the country’s 
tourism-reliant economy. — AFP  

Lanka brings  
in detention...
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and biblical passages in Greek, revealing “the nature 

of monastic life in the region”, Ghica said. It clearly 
showed that monks were present there since the fifth 
century AD, he added. 

The remote site, located in the desert southwest of 
the capital Cairo, was occupied from the fourth to eighth 
centuries, with a likely peak of activity around the fifth 
and sixth centuries, according to the French Institute of 
Oriental Archaeology, in charge of the mission. Cairo has 
announced several major new archaeological discoveries 
in recent months with the hopes of spurring tourism, a 
sector that has suffered multiple blows - from a 2011 
uprising to the coronavirus pandemic.  —AFP 

Christian ruins...

TEHRAN: Several Iranian coastguard personnel 
were wounded as protesters attacked their base 
over the killing of a young man in a confrontation 
between their unit and fuel smugglers, local media 
reported yesterday. The incident occurred Friday 
after smugglers in boats in the Sirik area of the 
Hormuz Strait ignored coastguard warning shots, 
ultraconservative Kayhan newspaper quoted their 
provincial commander Hossein Dehaki as saying. 

He said guards opened fire at several boats after 
coming under attack with fire bombs and other pro-
jectiles. Iranian media said a 31-year-old Sirik resi-

dent was killed. Hours later, villagers gathered out-
side the base to demonstrate against the killing, 
according to state television’s Iribnews website, cit-
ing a local official. 

Dehaki said the protesters, spurred on by “oppo-
nents” of the Islamic republic, launched an assault 
on the coastguard building, seriously injuring sever-
al members of the force and causing heavy damage. 
The violence comes less than three weeks after 
deadly clashes with fuel smugglers in the southeast-
ern province of Sistan-Baluchistan bordering 
Pakistan that left two dead, including a policeman, 
according to Iranian authorities. 

The UN Human Rights Office said at least 12 
people were reportedly killed, two of them minors, 
and accused Iranian security forces of using exces-
sive force. — AFP

Protesters attack  
Iran coastguards  


