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Photo of the Day

KUWAIT: A general view of the Arabian Gulf beach in Shaab yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

COLUMBIA, Maryland: Analysis by
Tenable’s Security Response Team
(SRT) has determined that over 102
million healthcare records were
exposed in 2020 as a result of data
breaches. Almost three million health
records have already been exposed in
the first two months of 2021. The
threat to healthcare should come as no
surprise, given the growing demand
for telehealth appointments, medical
supplies and a race for vaccine devel-
opment and distribution. 

When looking at the root cause of
these attacks, ransomware was by far
the most prominent, accounting for a
whopping 54.95 percent of breaches.
Ryuk stood out above the rest,
repeatedly appearing in breach dis-
closures and accounting for 8.64 per-
cent of ransomware-related breaches,
followed by Maze (6.17 percent), Conti
(3.7 percent) and REvil/Sodinokibi

(3.09 percent). 
SRTs analysis revealed that third-

party breaches accounted for over a
quarter of the breaches tracked and
nearly 12 million exposed records.
Other leading causes of data breaches
included email compromise/phishing
(21.16 percent), insider threat (7.17
percent) and unsecured databases
(3.75 percent). 

“As the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic continues to place unprece-
dented strain on global healthcare
infrastructure, attackers are finding
what was already an attractive target
even more enticing,” explains Rody
Quinlan, Security Response Manager,
Tenable. “These attacks are not going
away anytime soon so it’s imperative
organizations, particularly those being
targeted in the healthcare sector,
understand the threats against them
and have the resources necessary to

reduce their cyber risk.”
Ryuk ransomware, the leading cul-

prit for ransomware attacks against
the healthcare industry, is known to
favor a number of vulnerabilities
including Zerologon, one of the most
prominent vulnerabilities of 2020.

In order to reduce the risk of com-
promise, healthcare organizations

should:
•  Prioritize vulnerabilities: identify

and remediate the most business-
impacting vulnerabilities.

•  Address the root cause: once the
vulnerabilities most likely to introduce
business risk are identified and priori-
tized, remediate them and continue
regular maintenance check-ups. 

KUWAIT: KNPC CEO Walid Al-Badr (right) and
OAPEC Secretary General Ali bin Sabt sign the
deal. —KUNA

OAPEC, KNPC ink
cooperation deal
KUWAIT: The Organization of Arab Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OAPEC) and Kuwait National
Petroleum Company (KNPC) signed yesterday a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) for coopera-
tion in research and overhauling the oil sector and
digital services. Walid Al-Badr, the KNPC Chief
Executive Officer, who inked the memo along with
OAPEC Secretary General Ali bin Sabt, underlined
in remarks on sidelines of the signing ceremony
necessity of research and development in the petro-
leum industry. This industry is heavily counting on
modern technology to cut costs and produce clean
and high-quality oil derivatives, Badr noted.
Meanwhile, bin Sabt affirmed that the MoU was
inked for exchanging expertise, amid rapid techno-
logical development in the energy sector at the
Arab and international levels. The MoU also aims to
boost mutual cooperation in research, upgrading,
data and technology. — KUNA

Ooredoo Kuwait
celebrates Int’l
Women’s Day 
KUWAIT: Driven by their strong belief in the
effective role of women, being the pillars of
society, Ooredoo Telecom, the first to intro-
duce innovative digital services in Kuwait, in
cooperation with the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), UN migra-
tion agency in Kuwait, launched a series of
psychosocial support workshops for women
residing in the government of Kuwait’s shelter
for female foreign workers.

Titled “Women in leadership: Achieving an
equal future in a COVID-19 world,” this initia-
tives provide the needed support to female
breadwinners, who have left their country of
origin to provide financial support for their
families back home and who have faced some
challenges along the way. More and above,
these workshops were also a chance to mark
International Women’s Day and celebrate the
tremendous efforts of all women and girls.

Abdulaziz Yaqoub Al-Babtain, Chief
Executive Officer, Ooredoo Kuwait , said:
“Woman’s Day started as a mean by which to
unite the community around a set of common
goals and shared values that are meant to fight
for gender equality in every aspect of life, and
shade light on women’s ability to lead and pro-
vide role models for other women worldwide.
Today, we, at Ooredoo, take pride of all women
of Kuwait who partake and positively impact
our society.”

On her visit to Ooredoo, IOM Goodwill
Ambassador for Kuwait and the Gulf Countries,

Sheikha Bibi Nasser Al-Sabah, said: “We can
rebuild and repurpose, we only need to feel
each other, listen to each other, see each other
and work together in order to confront the
humanitarian crisis caused by the COVID-19
pandemic. Working hand in hand to prioritize
the needs of the migrant workers, protect their
rights and shed the light on their essential role
in our society, remain our goal.”

“I would like to thank Ooredoo Kuwait for
its continuous support and contribution to
such humanitarian initiatives,” Sheikha Bibi
Nasser Al-Sabah added. In addition to the
series of psychosocial workshops and in light
of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, IOM also
provided 200 Personal Hygiene and Protective
kits to around 100 women residing in the shel-
ter as a preventive measure against the virus. 

It is noteworthy that, in November 2020
Ooredoo Kuwait  col laborated with the
International  Organizat ion for Migrat ion
(IOM), a related organization of the United
Nations (UN), the collaboration allows Nojoom
members who are also Ooredoo customers to
donate their points to IOM on MyOoredoo
Application. 

(From left) Nazem Al-Ghabra, Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Dana Al-Othman, Sheikha Bibi Al-Sabah, Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain and Fadi Qaawar.
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