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Algeria threatens to 
withdraw France 
24’s accreditation
ALGIERS: Algerian authorities on Saturday threat-
ened to withdraw for good the media accreditation of
international television broadcaster France 24, alleging
“blatant bias” in its coverage of the country’s pro-
democracy protest movement.

“A final warning before the permanent withdrawal
of accreditation was sent to France 24,” a ministry
statement said.  “The bias of France 24 in the cover-
age of the Friday marches is blatant, going so far as
to resort, without restraint, to archival images ... to
help anti-national remnants consisting of reactionary
or separatist organizations,” the communication’s
ministry alleged.

It was referring to the outlawed Islamist move-
ment Rachad and Movement for the Self-
Determination of Kabylie (MAK), a traditionally
restive region in the northeast. “We are trying to do
our work as honestly as possible,” France 24 director
Marc Saikali told AFP. “We’re just doing our job
within the rules which have been set out. “We don’t
take sides, and we certainly don’t have any kind of
agenda aimed at destroying anything.”

Anti-regime protests broke out in Algeria in
February 2019 when then-president Abdelaziz
Bouteflika said he would stand for a fifth term in office.
The ailing strongman was forced to step down weeks
later, but the movement has continued with demon-
strations demanding a sweeping overhaul of a ruling
system in place since Algeria’s independence from
France in 1962. 

Communications Minister and government
spokesman Ammar Belhimer summoned the France 24
bureau accredited in Algiers to warn “against what
appears to be subversive activity, illustrated by unpro-
fessional practices hostile to our country”, the official
APS news agency reported.

According to the ministry, the channel “is striving to
rejuvenate at all costs these counter-revolutionary
‘prefabricated upheavals’ instigated by NGOs that are
well-established in Paris and other European capitals”-
a reference to press freedom watchdog Reporters
Without Borders (RSF) and rights group Amnesty
International, among others.  Foreign media working in
Algeria are subject to bureaucratic, opaque and arbi-
trary press accreditation procedures which grant them
permission to work in the country. —AFP

10 years of Syria war killed over 388,000
1.5m Syrians suffered disability, 200,000 have gone missing: Monitor
BEIRUT: The overall death toll for Syria’s civil war has
reached 388,652 since it began a decade ago this month, a war
monitor said yesterday. The Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said the figures includes almost 117,388 civil-
ians, among them more than 22,000 children.

Attacks by the Syrian regime and allied militia forces
accounted for the majority of civilian deaths, said the Britain-
based monitor which relies on sources inside Syria for its
reports. The Observatory’s previous tally was issued in
December and stood at more than 387,000.

Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said 2020 saw
the lowest annual death toll since the war began with just
over 10,000 deaths. Battles slowed this year as a ceasefire
held in northwestern Syria and attention turned to contain-
ing the coronavirus pandemic. The Observatory also docu-
mented at least 16,000 deaths in government prisons and
detention centers since the conflict erupted in 2011 after
the brutal repression of anti-government protests. It said,
however, that the real number was likely higher because its
tally does not include 88,000 people believed to have died
of torture in regime prisons. 

Today the Damascus government controls more than 60
percent of Syria after a string of Russia-backed victories
against jihadists and rebels since 2015. Among the regions still
beyond its reach are the last rebel enclave of Idlib in the north-

west, Turkish-held areas along the northern border, and north-
eastern parts of the country held by US-backed Kurdish
forces. The war has forced more than half the country’s pre-
war population to flee their homes. Some 200,000 people
have gone missing, according to the war monitor. 

Samer became paralyzed, Bakri had a leg amputated and
Rukaia fled to France: a decade of civil war in Syria has devas-
tated millions of lives. As the conflict enters its 11th year this
month, 10 Syrians shared with AFP pictures of themselves
before the start of the 2011 war, and recounted how their lives
have been changed by the fighting. Speaking from across frag-
mented Syria or even abroad, they give a personal account of
a war that has killed more than 387,000 people and displaced
millions from their homes.

In the capital Damascus, 33-year-old Samer Sawwan holds
up a picture of himself standing on a beach in the coastal
resort of Latakia. That was before a bullet shot through his car
while he was driving in 2011, sending the vehicle into a barrel
roll that paralyzed him forever.

“I passed out with two legs, and woke up in a wheelchair,”
he says. “My ambitions and dreams have changed.” At least 1.5
million Syrians have suffered a disability as a result of the war,
the United Nations says.

In the last major rebel bastion of Idlib, 29-year-old Bakri
al-Debs rests on stone steps with one leg amputated above

the knee, his artificial leg resting beside him.
The former medic holds a picture of himself in a similar

position at university a decade ago in Latakia where he stud-
ied sociology, before he was maimed in what he says was a
government barrel bomb strike.

Battle wounds 
In Idlib city, former rebel fighter 28-year-old Mohammed

al-Hamid leans on crutches, holding a large picture showing
him before the war in a military uniform and holding a weapon.
He says he was wounded in a 2016 battle against government
forces in Latakia, where his brother also died in his arms.

That same year, he learnt that three other siblings had
died in prison. In 2017, warplanes bombarded his home in
Idlib, killing his daughter. Also in Idlib, Abu Anas, 26, holds
an image of himself when he was 16 years old. A native of
the Damascus countryside, Abu Anas was displaced to
Idlib in 2018 where artillery shelling two years later
caused him to lose his eyesight.  In the northern city of
Aleppo, retaken by government forces from rebels in late
2018, Ahmad Nashawi posed in front of his destroyed
house. The man in his fifties, once one of the city’s most
popular fishmongers, said his home and shop were obliter-
ated in clashes between rebels and pro-government fight-
ers in 2015.

Exile 
The war has also flung journalists into exile. Rukaia

Alabadi, 32, arrived in Paris as a refugee in 2018 after escaping
threats over her reporting about the reality of life in the east-
ern province of Deir Ezzor under the Islamic State jihadist
group. Before that, the young woman had been jailed for
months by the regime and accused of being a media activist.

The picture she shares with AFP shows her wearing a
chador and a face veil in 2011 when she was studying econom-
ics at university. Anas Ali, 27, has lived in France as a refugee
since 2019. Before that he was in the rebel enclave of Eastern
Ghouta on the doorstep of Damascus until government forces
seized it in early 2018 following years of bombardment and a
devastating siege. A citizen journalist, Anas covered fighting
between both sides and in 2013 was wounded, sustaining face
injuries, according to the picture he showed.

‘Changing the world’ 
In Iraqi Kurdistan, Dima Al-Kaed, 29, clutched a memento

of her graduation, one of the few belongings she kept after her
family moved from Damascus and sold their home. “I dreamt of
changing the world, but instead the war changed mine,” she
said. Life in exile has at times been tough. Fahad Al-
Routayban, 30, works as a building concierge in the northern
Lebanese city of Tripoli. —AFP

Bakri Al-Debs, a 29-year-old Syrian medic and an amputee below the knee, poses for a picture in the town of Ihsim in Syria’s rebel-held northwestern Idlib province while holding a picture of himself in a similar pose from ten years prior at Tishrin
University in Latakia. —AFP

US protesters 
seek justice  for 
Breonna Taylor 
LOUISVILLE, United States: Demonstrators demand-
ed justice and police reforms on Saturday as they
marched on the one-year anniversary of the death of
Breonna Taylor, a young Black woman mistakenly shot
and killed by officers during a raid of her apartment.  “We
got two different Americas. We got one for Black
Americans and one for white Americans,” Benjamin
Crump, an attorney representing Taylor’s family, told the
crowd of hundreds in Louisville, Kentucky. “We got to get
justice for all our people in America.”

The deaths of Taylor and George Floyd, a Black man
who died under the knee of a policeman in Minneapolis,
became a focus of a wave of protests last year against
police abuses and racism in the United States. On
Saturday, Taylor’s mother Tamika Palmer led hundreds
marching behind a large purple banner with an illustration
of Taylor’s face, chanting “No justice, no peace.”

“It’s been a year and justice has not been served,”
Camille Bascus, a 50-year-old African American, told
AFP, tears in her eyes. She said she had come to
Louisville from Atlanta, more than 400 miles (650 kilo-
meters) away, “to represent the people without voices,
because they no longer have a heartbeat. We have a
voice and our lives matter.”

Twelve months after the killing-in which police shot
Taylor while looking for a former friend of hers-only one
of three police officers has been charged, and only for
endangering Taylor’s neighbors by firing wildly.  The fail-
ure to press homicide charges-a decision denounced as
“outrageous” by Taylor’s family-sparked sporadic vio-
lence in Louisville last September. President Joe Biden on
Saturday declared his support for reforms.

“Breonna Taylor’s death was a tragedy, a blow to her
family, her community, and America,” he tweeted. “As we
continue to mourn her, we must press ahead to pass
meaningful police reform in Congress. I remain committed
to signing a landmark reform bill into law.” Taylor’s family
and friends are now looking to the results of a federal
probe, with the Federal Bureau of Investigation saying
Saturday its work was moving forward.

“Even though the Covid pandemic presented several
unexpected obstacles, FBI Louisville has made significant
progress in the investigation,” the field office in that city
said in a statement. The bureau remained “steadfast in its
commitment to bringing this investigation to its appropri-
ate conclusion,” the statement said.

‘We need justice’ 
Taylor and her boyfriend Kenneth Walker were

sleeping in her apartment around midnight on March
13, 2020, when they heard noise at the door. Walker,
believing it was a break-in, fired his gun. Police, who
had obtained a controversial no-knock warrant to make
a drug arrest, then fired some 30 shots back, mortally
wounding Taylor.   While Walker said police battered
down the door unannounced, the officers insisted they

had identified themselves.
Two of the officers involved were fired in December.
Linda Sarsour, co-founder of the Until Freedom social

justice organization, said the officers need to be held
accountable. “Right now, the only thing that has happened
is that the police officers have been fired from the police
department, that is a human resources issue. We need jus-
tice,” she said.

Taylor’s death at first escaped widespread attention,
but it suddenly became a focus for Black Lives Matter
protesters following Floyd’s death on on May 25. 

To settle a civil suit, Louisville authorities agreed to
pay the Taylor family $12 million and initiate police
reforms. For Bascus, that is not enough. It “doesn’t bring
Breonna Taylor back.” —AFP

LOUISVILLE, KY: A group of protesters are illuminated by
emergency lights from Louisville Metro Police Department
vehicles after the Breonna Taylor memorial events on
Saturday in Louisville, Kentucky. —AFP

UK police under fire 
after crackdown on 
vigil for slain woman
LONDON: Police in London drew widespread crit-
icism on after handcuffing mourners at a vigil for a
woman who was murdered after setting out to walk
home, in a case that has sparked national fury about
violence against women. Officers scuffled with some
members of the hundreds-strong crowd that gath-
ered despite coronavirus restrictions for a candlelit
tribute late Saturday close to the spot where 33-
year-old marketing executive Sarah Everard disap-
peared on March 3.

Reclaim These Streets-who initially organized the
event in south London’s Clapham-condemned the
actions of officers “physically manhandling women at

a vigil against male violence.”
Social media footage showed police restraining

and handcuffing some mourners, leading to an out-
pouring of criticism from across the political spec-
trum. Both Home Secretary Priti Patel and London
mayor Sadiq Khan said they had asked for explana-
tions from the Metropolitan police over how the vigil
was handled. And Liberal Democrats leader Ed Davey
called for Metropolitan police chief Cressida Dick to
resign, having “lost the confidence of millions of
women in London”.

The murder of Everard, who vanished after setting
out to walk home from a friend’s flat, has shocked the
country and brought discussion around women’s
safety to the fore once again.

Wayne Couzens, 48, a serving officer in the
Metropolitan Police’s elite diplomatic protection unit,
appeared in court earlier on Saturday charged with
kidnap and murder following his arrest at his home in
Kent, southeast England. The victim’s body was dis-
covered in a nearby wood.

Organizers had cancelled the vigil after police
outlawed it because of COVID-19 restrictions, but
hundreds still turned out, with tensions overspilling
as Saturday night fell. Mourners shouted “shame on
you” at police, with tensions running high as a man
arrested in connection with the murder is an officer.
In the hours following the vigil, rage mounted with
pressure groups and politicians condemning police
actions.

Opposition Labour MP Harriet Harman con-
demned the “terrible” scenes at Clapham in a tweet,
adding: “Met mishandled vigil plan from the outset.
They should have reached agreement.”

Labour leader Keir Starmer called the scenes
“deeply disturbing” and also criticised the way the
vigil was policed. Caroline Nokes, the conservative
chair of the women and equalities committee, said she
was “truly shocked at the scenes from Clapham
Common-in this country we police by consent, not by
trampling the tributes and dragging women to the
ground”. —AFP


