
YANGON: Anti-coup demonstrators pushed on with
protests yesterday as Myanmar neared its seventh
week under military rule, as a group of MPs in hiding
urge them to move with “invincibility” to overcome the
nation’s “darkest moment”.  The country has been in
turmoil since the military ousted civilian leader Aung
San Suu Kyi from power in a February 1 putsch, trig-
gering a mass uprising that has seen hundreds of thou-
sands protest daily for a return to democracy. 

The junta has repeatedly justified its power grab by
alleging widespread electoral fraud in November’s
elections, which Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy party had swept in a landslide.

In response, a group of elected MPs, many of whom
are in hiding, had formed a shadow “parliament” called
the Committee for Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH) — the Burmese word for the country’s govern-
ing bloc-to denounce the military regime.  The junta’s
security forces have staged near-daily crackdowns
against demonstrators calling for a return to democra-
cy, deploying tear gas, rubber bullets and live rounds to
quell anti-coup protests which have seen more than 70
killed. Despite the growing death toll, protesters have
continued taking to the streets-yesterday saw sit-ins in
commercial hub Yangon, marches through the coastal
city of Dawei, and civil servants hoisting Suu Kyi’s
poster defiantly at a gather in the central city of
Monywa. 

“May the fallen heroes who have given their lives in
this spring revolution rest in peace!” changed protesters
wearing hard hats in Yangon’s Thaketa township-which
has seen bouts of violence this week between security
forces and residents.  Their daytime gatherings come a
day after the acting vice president of the CRPH called
for the people to continue protesting against the mili-
tary’s “unjust dictatorship”.  “This is the darkest moment
of the nation and the light before the dawn is close,”
said Mahn Win Khaing Than in a recorded video posted
on the CRPH’s Facebook page Saturday night. 

“This is also a moment testing our citizens to see
how far we can resist these darkest times,” said the
politician, a high-ranking NLD politician who served as
speaker of the house during Suu Kyi’s previous admin-
istration.  Along with other top Suu Kyi allies, he had
been placed under house arrest during the February 1
power grab, according to the Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners monitoring group. 

His address Saturday would be his first appearance
in his capacity as CRPH’s acting vice president, and he
echoed the anti-coup movement’s calls for a “federal
democracy”-which would allow ethnic minority groups
to have a role in Myanmar’s governance.  “This uprising
is also the chance for all of us to struggle together

hand-in-hand to establish a federal democracy union
which we-all ethnic brothers and sisters who have been
suffering various kinds of oppression from military dic-
tatorship-have long desired,” he said. 

“The federal democracy union... is waiting for us in
the near future if we move forward unitedly with invin-
cibility,” Mahn Win Khaing Than said.  “We must win
the uprising.” The committee has issued several state-
ments since its formation, but the protest movement on
the ground appears largely leaderless-with daily rallies
organized by local activists. The junta-self-anointed as
the State Administration Council-had said the CRPH’s
formation is akin to “high treason”, which carries a
maximum sentence of 22 years in jail. — AFP
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News in brief
Two arrested at Denmark protest 

COPENHAGEN: Two people were arrested on
the sidelines of a weekend protest against anti-
coronavirus restrictions in Denmark’s capital
Copenhagen, the police said yesterday. One per-
son was arrested for throwing fireworks at police
during the Saturday march, while another was
detained over violent behavior, the police told AFP.
The rally was organized by a group calling itself
“Men in Black Denmark” which has called regular
demonstrations since the end of last year against
what it calls the “dictatorship” of the country’s
COVID-19 restrictions. — AFP

Four police killed in Haiti raid 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti: Haitian authorities said
Saturday that four police agents were killed and
several wounded the day before during a botched
anti-gang operation in the capital Port-au-Prince
that also saw officers lose some of their equipment.
The ill-fated operation drew harsh criticism on
social media after a video emerged of assailants
dragging and beating the lifeless bodies of two
members of a special police unit. Eight other officers
were wounded, three of whom remained hospital-
ized Saturday in stable condition, said national
police director Leon Charles. — AFP

Germany newspaper chief quits

BERLIN: The editor-in-chief of German newspa-
per Bild is stepping down temporarily while he is
investigated over several complaints made by
women, publisher Axel Springer group said on
Saturday. Julian Reichelt had “asked the board of
directors to be temporarily relieved of his duties
until the allegations have been clarified”, the
group said in a statement. The complaints prompt-
ed the company to launch an internal  investiga-
tion led by lawyers. Reichelt is suspected of hav-
ing promoted interns with whom he had affairs
and then sidelining or firing them, the Spiegel
newspaper reported. — AFP

Violence breaks out in Belgium

LIEGE, Belgium: Several police officers were
wounded when violence and looting broke out on
the sidelines of a Black Lives Matter demonstration
in the eastern Belgian city of Liege on Saturday,
police said. The marchers were protesting at the
arrest of a woman for “rebellion” in the city on
Monday who has since accused the police of
racism. The police have rejected the charge and
claimed that the woman had resisted arrest.  The
spokeswoman said that on Saturday “young people
joined the group of peaceful protesters and then
left the demonstration to go and wreck the city
center”. — AFP

Lula gets first dose of virus vaccine

BRASILIA: Brazil: Ex-president Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva received his first coronavirus vaccine dose
Saturday, calling on Brazilians to “avoid gatherings”
just days after his return to politics following over-
turned corruption convictions. With Brazil facing a
second and particularly virulent coronavirus wave,
the left-wing former leader said in a video broad-
cast on social media that he “would be much happi-
er if there were vaccines for everyone.” Lula, who
led Brazil from 2003 to 2010, received a shot of the
Chinese-developed CoronaVac vaccine in Sao
Bernardo do Campo on the outskirts of Sao Paulo,
stating that “all people who are forced to work, who
cannot stay at home, must be vaccinated.” —AFP

Chad president kicks off campaign 

N’DJAMENA, Chad: Chad President Idriss Deby
Itno kicked off his campaign for a sixth term on
Saturday, calling for unity after rival protests were
banned and broken up. The first rally since the start
of the official election period on Thursday was held
by Deby’s Patriotic Salvation Movement (MPS) at a
packed stadium in the capital, N’Djamena. Deby,
who has ruled for 30 years and is widely deemed a
shoo-in for another term, said he had fought for
national unity, while also drawing a line in the sand
for his opponents. — AFP

Russia deploys giant space telescope 

LAKE BAIKAL, Russia: Russian scientists
launched one of the world’s biggest underwater
space telescopes to peer deep into the universe
from the pristine waters of Lake Baikal. The deep
underwater telescope, which has been under con-
struction since 2015, is designed to observe neutri-
nos, the smallest particles currently known. Dubbed
Baikal-GVD, the telescope was submerged to a
depth of 750-1,300 meters (2,500-4,300 feet),
around four kilometers from the lake’s shore.
Neutrinos are very hard to detect and water is an
effective medium for doing so. — AFP

Myanmar ‘shadow’ parliament 
urges united opposition to coup

YANGON: Protesters sit on a makeshift barricade erected to deter security forces during demonstrations against
the military coup in Yangon yesterday.— AFP

Despite growing death toll, protesters push on with demonstrations

Floods and volcanic 
ashfall  hit Ecuador
QUITO: Floods and ashfall from rumbling volcano
Sangay have destroyed around 60,000 hectares
(150,000 acres) of land and crops across Ecuador,
affecting 350,000 people, the risk management serv-
ice (SNGRE) said on Saturday. “We support the popu-
lation affected by the fall of ash from Sangay and
floods nationwide,” President Lenin Moreno tweeted.

Moreno also announced the restructuring of “agri-
cultural loans” and the dispatch of “teams to assist our
farmers.” About 16,320 hectares have been destroyed
by floods that have affected several coastal and
Andean provinces since the start of the rainy season
on February 1, according to the most recent report on
the SNGRE website. Six people have died with nearly
18,000 affected, it said.Volcanic ashfall from Sangay,
which has seen an increase in activity over the past
week, spewing vast clouds of ash, has destroyed about
43,000 hectares of crops, affecting around 330,000
people, it said.

Ashfall from the 5,230 meter (17,160 feet) volcano,
located in the southeast Amazon province of Morona
Santiago bordering Peru, had eased with none record-
ed on Saturday in the six affected provinces. The inter-
national airport at Guayaquil, capital of Guayas
province, had to suspend operations the previous
week due to the ash clouds.—AFP

I Coast PM’s body 
flown home after 
death in Germany
ABIDJAN: The body of Ivory Coast Prime Minister
Hamed Bakayoko was flown home on Saturday, two days
after he died in Germany. Bakayoko, who turned 56 last
Monday and died following cancer treatment in
Germany, was popular for reaching across the political
spectrum in the bitterly divided West African country.

His death came just days after a rare trouble-free
election in which all sides took part. President Alassane
Ouattara, dressed in a dark suit and wearing a black hat,
welcomed the coffin at Abidjan’s international airport.

Hundreds of supporters of Bakayoko-known as
“Hambak”-looked on from the sidelines as the coffin was
taken to a funeral home, many of them wearing white T-
shirts emblazoned with slogans including “Farewell
HamBak, our inspiration!” or “HamBak forever in our
hearts”.

At ease in all walks of life, Bakayoko met regularly
with religious leaders of all communities and ethnicities,
political leaders and young people to urge them to listen
to each other and not to resort to violence. Earlier in the
week, Ouattara called Bakayoko “my son and close col-
laborator, torn from us too soon”.

Bakayoko took over as prime minister in July last
year after his predecessor Amadou Gon Coulibaly died
following treatment in France for heart problems.
Coulibaly had been chosen to run in last year’s presi-
dential election but his death prompted Ouattara to
stand for a third term, a move that triggered a crisis
with the opposition. —AFP

ABIDJAN: Ivorian soldiers carry the coffin of the late Prime Minister of Ivory Coast, Hamed Bakayoko, as it arrived by
plane at the Felix Houphouet airport in Abidjan. — AFP

Pakistan couple
expelled by university
after public proposal
LAHORE: A university in deeply conservative
Pakistan expelled two students who embraced after
getting engaged on campus, after a video of the inci-
dent spread on social media this week.  In the clip, a
female university student gets down on one knee and
proposes to her boyfriend; the couple can then be
seen hugging and holding bouquets of flowers as
onlookers cheer them on and film the scene. 

The University of Lahore said the pair had acted “in
violation of university rules”. It added in a statement
on Friday that they had failed to appear before a disci-
plinary hearing and were later expelled for “serious
infraction of the code of conduct”. Public displays of
affection between couples-whether married or not-are
viewed as culturally and religiously unacceptable.
Many women in patriarchal Pakistan find it hard to
defy tradition, with much of the society still operating
under a strict code of honor. The couple has refused to
apologize. “We did nothing wrong, and we are not sor-
ry for this,” Hadiqa Javaid tweeted. “Can anyone
explain to us what wrong we did by proposal in public
in University of Lahore?”, her fiance Shehryar Ahmed
said, adding that couples had previously proposed to
each other on campus. —AFP

Russian police 
detain dozens of 
opposition deputies 
MOSCOW: Russian police on Saturday arrested
around 200 opposition politicians and municipal
deputies at a Moscow conference as authorities tighten
the screws on Kremlin critics ahead of parliamentary
elections. A police raid on an opposition conference
dedicated to running for municipal office came after
President Vladimir Putin’s top critic Alexei Navalny was
jailed for two and a half years last month and more than
10,000 protesters detained across the country. While
Russian police routinely break up opposition protests,
the mass arrests of municipal deputies at a conference
in Moscow were unprecedented.

Participants from more than 50 of Russia’s regions
had gathered to discuss parliamentary and local elec-
tions in September at a forum organized by a project
backed by prominent Kremlin critic Mikhail
Khodorkovsky. Forty minutes into the conference police
broke up the event and detained the participants. “The
ENTIRE forum of Russian municipal deputies has been
detained in Moscow!” Khodorkovsky said on Twitter,
calling the detentions “unconstitutional”. As news of the
detentions emerged, US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken called for an end to “persecution of independent
voices”, noting the Kremlin had detained these people

“on dubious grounds”. A number of well-known oppo-
sition figures including Ilya Yashin, Vladimir Kara-
Murza, Yulia Galyamina, Yevgeny Roizman and Andrei
Pivovarov as well as journalists have been detained.

“A very symbolic end to a short forum: deputies in
police vans, and masked police are twisting people’s
arms,” Yashin said on Facebook. 

‘Undesirable’ organization 
Moscow police said in a statement that around 200

people had been detained. Many of the conference par-
ticipants did not wear masks, while some were members
of an organization whose work had been declared
“undesirable,” police said. Pivovarov, speaking to AFP
from a police station, said the forum participants had
been detained because authorities believe the confer-
ence was organized by Open Russia, a movement
founded by Khodorkovsky and designated as an “unde-
sirable organization”. The municipal forum-the first of
its kind-was organised by United Democrats, another
project backed by Khodorkovsky, Pivovarov said. The
authorities had appeared to look for a pretext to inter-
rupt an opposition event, he said. A number of the
detained activists said Saturday evening they had been
released but ordered to appear in court at a later stage.
Kara-Murza said he had been freed, adding that a
probe had been opened into the work of an undesirable
organization. The team of jailed Kremlin foe Navalny
accused authorities of seeking to further intimidate crit-
ics ahead of the September elections. “It is clear why
the forum has been broken up-authorities are afraid of
any competition during elections,” the team said on the
Telegram messaging app.—AFP

Floods and ashfall from rumbling volcano Sangay have
destroyed around 60,000 hectares (150,000 acres) of land
and crops across Ecuador, affecting 350,000 people, the
risk management service (SNGRE) said on Saturday.


